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Department Recommendation:

Per Executive Office;

SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: Executive Office SUBMITTAL DATE: March 24, 2003

SUBJECT: Position on AB1504 by Assembly Member Todd Spitzer

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors support AB 1504 and direct the
Executive Office and the Board’s Sacramento representative to further the Board’s position.

BACKGROUND: Current law requires that the victim or next of kin be notified when a person
found not guilty by reason of insanity is having a hearing that may result in that person being
placed in the community on outpatient status. However, current law is unclear on what agency
is responsible to carry out this notification requirement.

AB 1504 would specifically identify the conditional release program as the notifying agency
responsible for notifying the victim or the next of kin for a hearing or release of person found not
guilty of a crime by reason of insanity. AB 1504 would also allow the victim or next of kin to give
a victim impact statement during a release hearing. According to the Riverside County Mental
Health Department, AB 1504 demonstrates community responsiveness to victims and their
families. This responsiveness may potentially garner increased public support and strengthen
mental health treatment programs for persons found not guilty by reason on insanity.
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Gary M. Christmas, Legislative Manager

FINANCIAL DATA: N/A

CURRENT YEAR COST $ ANNUAL COST: 3

NET COUNTY COST $ IN CURRENT YEAR BUDGET: Yes/ No/
BUDGET ADJUSTMENT FY: Yes/ No/
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2003
LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS

Assembly Bill 1504
Assembly Member Todd Spitzer

Current law requires that the victim or next of kin be
notified when a person found not guilty by reason of
insanity is having a hearing which may result in that person
being placed in the community on outpatient status.

This bill would specify that the community release program
1s responsible for notifying the victim or next of kin for a
release hearing or of the actual release.

Support

According to Assembly Member Spitzer’s office, there are
several recent examples of victims or next of kin not being
notified of release hearings. This is counter to current
statute. Notifying victims of hearings and release dates of
their assailants and providing them the opportunity to
testify at a release hearing allows closure for the victim.

The Riverside County Mental Department recommends the
Board of Supervisors support AB 1504 as a way to
demonstrate community responsiveness to victims and their
families and encourage their input and support for mental
health treatment programs.

No fiscal impact.

There is no recorded support or opposition to this measure.



