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BACKGROUND Continued:

The project consists of fire-life and safety improvements, seismic retrofitting, facade renovation, and
expansion of the Economic Development Agency’s (“EDA”) Administrative Building (“Project”). The
primary purpose of the project is to structurally retrofit and construct fire-life and safety
improvements to bring the facility into compliance with the Uniform Building Code. The Project will
also renovate the building facade and expand the office and conference space within the existing
building footprint.

On October 23, 2003, the EDA entered into an agreement with the architectural firm, WWCOT for
architectural design services. In June of 2004 the EDA entered into another agreement with
WWCOT for interior design services. Upon further study and additional scoping of the project, the
design services have been expanded to include additional architectural and interior design work.
The design of the facility and plan check is now complete.

An Initial Study was conducted to assess the potential significant environmental effects, if any,

including those related to land use, population, housing, employment, hazards, traffic and

circulation, air quality, public services and flood control. Based on our Initial Study of the Project

site, and the corresponding environmental assessment of the Project site, the potential significant

impacts to the community will be mitigated to eliminate or reduce impacts to a level below

significance. On February 1, 2005, the Board adopted the De Minimus Finding and Mttlgated
Negatlve Declaratlon

EDA staff recommends that the Board approve the amended architectural services agreement with

e WWCOT, approve the plans and specifications, and authorize the Clerk of the Board to advertise the

Notice Inviting Bids so the EDA may proceed with securing bids for the construction of the Project.
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