SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 6/\ \
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: Human Resources Department | SUBMITTAL DATE:
August 2, 2005

SUBJECT: Outside Defense Attorneys and Investigators for Workers' Compensation

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Approve the fifteen (15) renewal contracts and eight (8) new contracts entitied Agreement for Legal
Services (Defense Attorneys) and Agreement for Services (Investigators), effective July 1, 2005,
through June 30, 2008,

% 2. Authorize the chairperson to sign four (4) copies of each agreement; and
5 3. Retain one (1) copy and return three (3) copies of the executed agreements to Human Resources
8 for distribution.
ot}
g BACKGROUND: Since the inception of the self-insurance program for Workers’ Compensation, the
€| County has utilized outside Investigators and Defense Attorneys on our panel (Attachment “A”). The
gr investigation and litigation of workers' compensation claims requires special credentialing and/or
training for those who are preyiginghgss, services.
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Background (continued):

Under the direction of the Human Resources/Workers' Compensation Division, the Defense panel and
Investigator panel have assisted the County of Riverside in curbing abuse and defending CalPERS
industrial disability retirement issues resulting from the filing of workers' compensation claims. We have
taken an aggressive position before the Workers' Compensation Appeals Board and have referred
potential fraud cases to the District Attorney’s Office and to the Department of Insurance Fraud Bureau.

Existing vendor contracts include those Investigators and Attorneys who have worked well with the
Workers’ Compensation Division’s unique approach to fighting fraud and abuse. New vendors were
carefully screened and evaluated to ensure that they possess the required skills, abilities and attitudes
required to successfully investigate and litigate workers’ compensation claims.  We are pleased to
present these negotiated contracts with the same rates as last year. Although the County is growing at
a rapid rate, our legal defense costs have remained constant for two consecutive years.

County Counsel has approved the contracts as to form, and Risk Management has approved the
contracts as to content and standards.
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