REVIEWED BY EXECUTIVE OFFICE

DATE 4N

X Policy

B Policy

[] consent

Dep't Recomm.:

X U7

] consent

Per Exec. Ofc.:

SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS \\‘86
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: TLMA - Transportation Department SUBMITTAL DATE:
August 7, 2006

SUBJECT: Van Buren Boulevard Bridge Replacement Project - on the Santa Ana River, adjacent to the
City of Riverside - Second Supervisorial District.

RECOMMENDED MOTION: ADOPTION of a Mitigated Negative Declaration for Environmental
Assessment No.40429, APPROVAL of the proposed Van Buren Boulevard Bridge Replacement Project and

ADOPTION of the Mitigation and Monitoring Program.

BACKGROUND: The Transportation Department, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and Caltrans propose to replace two parallel bridges that cross the Santa Ana River along Van
Buren Boulevard. The project is necessary to provide bridges that will meet Caltrans' seismic design
standards. The new bridges will also be more resistant to storm damage such as that which occurred during

| the 04/05 storm season. The new bridges will be wide enough to carry 3 lanes of traffic in each direction:;

however, they will be striped for 2 lanes in each direction until Van Buren Boulevard is widened north and

= | south of the bridges under a future and separate project. Bridge length remains the same. The project also

includes improvements to the bridge approaches on Van Buren Boulevard northly to Clay Street and
southerly approximately 1200 feet. Construction of the two new bridges will be staged to maintain the
current four lanes of traffic. One new bridge will be constructed between the two existing bridges, traffic will
be shifted to the new bridge and the second new bridge will be constructed.

The project is funded by federal seismic retrofit funds, with a local match provided by the State of California
and the remainder from Local Sources, including the TUMF Program. Because of the federal funding, the
proposed project is subject to review under both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Lead Agency for CEQA compliance is the County of
Riverside and the Lead Agency for NEPA compliance is FHWA, with coordination through Caltrans.

(continued on page 2)
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GeorggA. Johnson
Director of Transpértation

Prev. Agn. Ref.: District: 2 Agenda Number: 3 2 8

Form 11p (Rev 06/2003)



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
RE: Adoption of Mitigated Negative Declaration for Environmental Assessment 40429

Page 2 of 2

Because of the project's location on the Santa Ana River it was subject to lengthy environmental
review and includes extensive avoidance, minimization and mitigation measures listed in the
attached Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. Measures include restriction on when
and how riparian vegetation can be removed and replaced, barrier fencing, biological
monitoring, best management practices to avoid water quality degradation and impacts to the
Santa Ana sucker, streetlight shielding of the riverbed, solid bridge railing construction to reduce
traffic noise effects on adjacent habitats in the riverbed, and development of aesthetic
treatments for the noise barriers.

The Van Buren Bridge replacement project was one of the first public works projects allowed as
a Covered Activity under the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation
Plan (MSHCP) to be found consistent by the Wildlife Agencies. Biological measures listed
above are required by the MSHCP.

Construction cost is estimated at $24.5 million. Construction of the project is expected to begin
in late 2007.



NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

EA No. 40429 SCH# 2005121124

PROJECT NAME: __ Van Buren Boulevard Bridge Replacement Project

DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION: _ Replace two parallel bridges that cross the Santa Ana River with new
structures that meet the State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) seismic desien criteria. The project also
includes improvements to the northbound and southbound approaching roadways.

I. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

2. A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of this project.

4. A Mitigation Monitoring plan was adopted.

The project will not have a significant effect on the environment and a Negative Declaration has been adopted
purguanyto CEQA and may be examined, along with administrative record, at the Transportation Department,
emor Street, 8" fl, Riverside, California 92501.

Title

Principal Planner Date Z-J@Q

Title  Director of Transportation Date fé;@d

A

Dobson Correa

HEARING BODY OR OFFICER ACTION ON PROJECT
XX Board of Supervisors Approval
Planning Commission Disapproval
Date:
Verifying: Title: Date:

For County Clerk Use
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FIGURE 1-1

METERS 610 . Van Buren Boulevard Bridge Replacement

FEET 2000 .
Location Map
SOURCE: USGS 7.5' QUAD, RIVERSIDE WEST, CA.

IADEC13T\Location.cdr (10/20/04)
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