SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - D A
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA ’2:

SUBMITTAL DATE:

FROM: TLMA - Planning Department
May 5, 2008

SUBJECT: Bermuda Dunes Design Guidelines

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached
Bermuda Dunes Design Guidelines

BACKGROUND: The County has been working with the community of Bermuda Dunes
for nearly two years to address community design issues, and in particular, to prepare
g community design guidelines. The consultant firm of PDS West (Mr. Bob LaCoss) was
8 hired to assimilate input from the community, county departments, and other public
by

CUTIVE OFFICE

agencies, and prepare a design guidelines document for Bermuda Dunes. The
document has been completed, and is attached. The development of the Bermuda
Dunes Design Guidelines involved public input from the local community through
several meetings with the Bermuda Dunes Community Council, most recently at the
Community Council's April 10, 2008 meeting, and with local citizens, and from the
Riverside County Planning Commission at its meeting of September 5, 2007.
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The Bermuda Dunes Design Guidelines include proposals for a community identification
logo, community entry monumentation, and concepts and designs for street signs,
landscaping, and architectural features. Once adopted by the Board of Supervisors, the
guidelines will be implemented through both future public and private projects in the

community.

It should be noted that the Bermuda Dunes Design Guidelines are just one part of a
multi-faceted program of pelicy and infrastructure improvements that the County is

working to develop with the community of _Bzda Dunes_that are being coordinated
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through Supervisor Wilson's office and several County departments. The Economic
Development Agency and Transportation Department are concurrently planning street
improvements in the community, and the Planning Department is coordinating the
preparation of Neighborhood Preservation Standards to address several community
property maintenance issues.

Because Bermuda Dunes is mostly built-out, some variations in the design guidelines
will need to occur as new infrastructure projects are planned in detail, to ensure that
they meet the intent of the guidelines, while still meeting necessary public safety
standards, and are affordable to build and maintain in the future.

The Neighborhood Preservation Standards would be implemented along with the
Bermuda Dunes Design Guidelines to enhance the livability of Bermuda Dunes.
Community meetings have been held in regard to the proposed Neighborhood
Preservation Standards in March and April of this year; additional work will follow to
complete this project, which is anticipated to be ready for consideration by the Board,
and adopted, later this year.

Finally, the community of Bermuda Dunes is expected to benefit from the adoption of
Ordinance No. 348.4481, by the Board of Supervisors, on February 26, 2008. This new
ordinance provides for stricter standards countywide for the location and height of
accessory structures. The new ordinance took effect 30 days following the Board's
action to adopt it. The placement and height of large accessory structures on local
residential properties had been an issue of particular concemn to the Bermuda Dunes
community; the new ordinance addresses that concern.
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BerMuDpA DUNES | DESIGN GUIDELINES

j DESIGN PRINCIPLES

To preserve and enhance Bermuda Dunes as a special place within the Coachella
Valley, it is important to describe the design principles that guide the plan:

. Creating distinctive community design icons

. Reflecting the natural, desert context

. Incorporaring natural, dune-like planting

. Creating key gateways and community entrances
. Preserving desert vistas

. Maintaining low-scale, quality architecture

[11. DESIGN CONTEXT - EXISTING CONDITIONS

Bermuda Dunes is a small, unincorporated community of sweeping desert vistas
and low-scale architecture. Although it contains some vacant land to the north,
it is largely built-out, with over half its residents living in the Bermuda Dunes
Country Club development. It is nestled between the I-10 Freeway to the north,
Palm Desert to the west, Indio to the east, and La Quinta to the south.

As its name denotes, this low-lying part of the Coachella Valley was once dominated
by large sand dunes. Although only a few remain, these uniquely desert features
are the community’s key design icon and natural amenity. Incorporating dunes-
style desert landscaping will be a key component of these Guidelines.

From a community design perspective, Bermuda Dunes lacks a strong sense of
place. It contains no strong entry statements or gateways that would heighten
a sense of arrival into the community. Its standard green street signs are clear

Exbibit 1 | Bermuda Dunes Country Club

but nondescript, not reflective of desert colors or images. Its major arterials
- Washington Street, 42nd Avenue and Country Club Drive - lack consistent

The lush lindscaping of the Bermuda Dunes Country
Club provides a vivid contrast to the arid mountains . . .. ;
dttel desert engivorment, Lawn lndsaping showld be streetscape themes which would create a more unique, finished and attractive

preserved for golf courses and parks only. design identity.

e
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BErRMUDA DUNES | DESIGN GUIDELINES

BERMUDA DUNES

Exhibit 4 | Last Remaining Sand Dunes

The last remaining sand dunes of Bermuda Dunes of fer an imporiant visnal reminder of the area’s natu-
ral landscape,  The rounded, low rise profile of the dunes lies in sharp contrast to the dramatic relief of
the distant mountains and provides the inspiration for the community's logo.

PAGE 8 JANUARY | 2008
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BeErMUDA DuNES | DESIGN GUIDELINES

Exhibit 7 | Bermuda Dunes Logo back-lit On
Momumeni

BERMUDA DUNES

B. COMMUNITY LOGO

The major community design icon is the Bermuda Dunes logo. Inspired by
the natural contours of its desert dunes, the logo captures the colors, depth
and vegetation of the natural environment. The logo will appear at the base of
community entrance monuments at four locations and on all street signs. Elegant
in its simplicity, this design icon will become the symbol of Bermuda Dunes.

BERMUDA DUNES

c a | i f o r n i a

Exhibit 8 | Bermuda Dunes Logo

The conumunity logo features the smooth, natural contours of its desert dunes, With natural colors and
the profile of a desert plant for balance, the logo sits aliove the  raised-letter commumnity identification.
The logo will be featured on conmunity entry momwments and street signs.

C. COMMUNITY GATEWAYS

To heighten the sense of arrival into Bermuda Dunes and to distinguish it from
surrounding communities, these Guidelines call for the creation of four enhanced
main entries into the community (see Exhibits 9 thru 18). Each will feature the
obelisk-style entrance monument set within distinctive dunes-style landscaping at
the corners.

PAGE 10 JANUARY | 2008
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WASHINGTON ST
42ND AVE
COUNTRY CLUB DR
ADAMS & 41ST AVE

STARLIGHT & CARTER LN TR ——T
(Rural)

MAIN ENTRIES
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BErMUDA DunEes | DESIGN GUIDELINES

BERMUDA DUNES

Exhibit 12 | Eutrance Monument (Washington Street at 42nd Ave)

The Major entrance monuiment for Bermueha Dunes will feature a sand-colored obelisk containing the
community logo. Tapered as it vises from three sides and with a triangular sieatch taken from the rear
elevation, the monuments cul a distinctive but not overpowering profile in the desert sky.

PAGE 14 JANUARY | zo08
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DUNE
LANDSCAPING

BERMUDA DUNES

Exhibit 14 | Community Entrance (42nd Ave. at Countrv Club Drive)

Pace 16 JANUARY | 2008
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DUNE LANDSCAPING

BERMUDA DUNES

Exhibit 16 | Community Entrance (Adams St. at Country Club Drive)

Pace 18 JANUARY | 2008
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By | | OCOTILLO &

Exhibit 19 | Custom Street Signs

Custom street signs for Bermuda Dunes will feature
distinctive, o panel design reflective the community
logo and the desert environment.

BERMUDA DUNES

D. STREET SIGNS

Street signs are a simple, effective and fairly inexpensive way to strengthen community
identity. Because they are placed at such visible locations throughout a community,
street signs serve as a constant visual reminder of community and its design
themes.

The new street signs for Bermuda Dunes will add a distinctive element to the
streetscape and reflect the natural colors of the desert. Placed on a dark brown,
capped metal street standard, the longer street sign panel will have beige lettering on
a deep brown background. On the other side of the standard will be a smaller, sand-
colored sign panel containing the community logo. Decorative, metal scrollwork will
be placed under both panels to create an even more distinctive design. The overall
effect will be is one of visual interest, community theming, and contextual design.

E. STREETSCAPE PLANS AND THEME STREETS

The theme streets of the Bermuda Dunes Design Guidelines consist of major
arterials - Washington St., 42nd Ave. and Country Club Dr.; major internal roadways
- Adams and 41st Ave.; and small, rural streets - Starlight and Carter Lane. Each
thoroughfare will have its own streetscape plan depending on its location, scale and
existing conditions. In general, the guidelines call for:

. Replacement of lawn landscaping with desert-style dune landscaping

. Preservation of existing trees and in-fill with appropriate tree specimens
where necessary to maintain visual consistency

. Tree height related to the street hierarchy, with taller specimens located on
the three major arterials with progressively shorter trees located on
secondary and rural streets

. Completions of desertstyle medians along all major arterials
. Incorporation of distinctive Bermuda Dunes street signs
PAGE 20 JANUARY | 2008
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EXISTING TREES

DUNE LANDSCAPING
TO REPLACE LAWN
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PALM DESERT
(NOT PART OF DESIGN GUIDELINES)

Exhibit 21 | Washington Street Mustrative Plan

BERMUDA DUNES PAGE 22 ' JANUARY | 2008




SAINNA vdanwyuiad tT 99V §OOT | AUVANY[

T

"AIMUNUod pue AINEaq [BINIEU JO U0 3 [[IM 12JJd [[EIOA0 O ]
‘ueld ays 2391dwod i ‘demyred 110sop oy Aq [BLIDMIE OYI WO PAIJING YEMIPIS SULIDPUBIUT Y ADUDISISTOD JUOYISIE PUE [ENSIA
10y AIe$$303U 219yM pappe suswdads [y-ur pue paasasard aq m swped ueluoiduiysey pue yse ‘erssed mofa4 Jo anojed son Sunsixy

Is1xa £oy1 asaym sume| Suoe[dar ‘sdeampred
pue suerpaw ay3 Uiy Surdesspue] aunp jo uonddwod 10y sjed ue(d adessiaans sy -aFewn Anunuwiwod ur ajo1 jexa e siejd 100ng
uojduryseyy “AeMadIf (O] 2ILISIMNUL Y WOIJ 1021S ANUD PUE [ELALIE YINOS-YLIoU Jofew a1 Sy - 19211 UOISUIYSEA\ :19011§ dWaY ],

KOS AAPLISR]I] 122478 :o.ﬂw,:?.h,,.__wﬁ _ cc Hqrgxy

(saNn3aino N9IS3a
40 L¥Yd LON)

143830 Wvd

il NMVT 30V1d3y OL
....ﬂmvz_a_<0waz<.._wz=n_

n

SANITIAAIND NOISI( _ SANN(] vanmwyaiag




BerMupa DunNes | DESIGN GUIDELINES

" .. ..| 44 i kg
A ._I‘_Qu e &J_‘gﬁ N
3 a.?

i i

Exhibit 23 | Washington Street Hlustrative Bird's Eve View
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Exhibit 24 | Washington Street lllustrative Perspective
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Exhibit 25 | 42nd Avenue Hlnstrative Plan
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CALIFORNIA PEPPER TREE  \—— CALIFORNIA FAN PALM

Exhilidt 27 | Country Club Drive lustrative Plan
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Exhibit 29 | Adams Street ustrative Plan
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BERMUDA DUNES

Exhibit 31 | Rural Street Hustrative Plan {Starlight Lane, Carter Lane)
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BERMUDA DUNES

F. GOLF CART PATHS

Public input into the preparation of these guidelines has indicated a strong desire
for golf cart paths to connect various parts of the Bermuda Dunes community,
particularly east-west connections. The need for such connections can be seen
in the number of carts riding illegally on the streets and sidewalks in the area.
Because the majority of the streets in Bermuda Dunes are built to their final
improvements, and due to existing single homes being serviced by most of the
streets, are unlikely to accommodate additional rights of way or easements to
construct new cart paths.

G. LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Public landscape design is of vital importance to the visual identity of Bermuda
Dunes. Since public spaces within a community are most often viewed from
automobiles, the design of medians, parkways and street corners are often a
community’s most important visual amenity. In the case of Bermuda Dunes, these
guidelines call for a return to and a strengthening of its desert dunes environment.
Not only will this save precious water and maintenance resources, it will be
completely consistent with the community’s natural identity.

These guidelines call for continuing and improving dunes-style desert landscaping
along medians, parkways, and other public areas. This means replacing lawn
landscaping as an inefficient and contextually inappropriate landscape option for
the community. As population pressures grow and County regulations mandate,
this same contextual landscape concept should apply to private yard arcas as
well.

Dunes style landscaping simulates desert ecosystems where plants are separated
from one another due to competition for scare water. This results in a naturalistic
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desert modern.

. Rich, natural earth tones are appropriate colors for structures. Bright
primary colors and white are discouraged.

. Facade and wall parterns which create interesting shade and shadow
patterns are encouraged.

. Building materials of natural stone or naturally-appearing rock, and high-
quality stucco and plaster finishes are encouraged.

. Two-story, barn style designs and roof lines are prohibited.

. Geodesic domes and other spherical designs, which gained popularity in

the 1970s as low-cost and adaptable structures, do not fit the community
design context and are prohibited.

. Long wall expanses should be visually softened with plant materials,
vertical pilasters and varied fagade color and design.

Accessory Structures, Garages and Outbuildings

. Garages, outbuildings and accessory structures should be compatible in
scale, style and color to the principal residence.

. Where two-story accessory structures occur, they must comply with
heighr restrictions.

. Screening of carports, parking lots and storage or trash receptacles
through the use of landscaped berms and trees is highly
encouraged.
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Additional shrubs/groundcover to use in conjunction with the

above list:

Botanical Name

Trees

Albizia julibrissin

Cassia surattensis

Chiralpa tashkentensis ‘Pink Dawn’
Fraxinus Velutina ‘Rio Grande’
Phoenix dactylifera

Pistacia chinensis

Prospis Glandulosa

Schinus Molle
Ulmus Parvifolia
Washingtonia filifera

Shrubs/ Groundcover
Calliandra Californica

California Eriophylla
Cassia Artemisioides
Cotoneaster glaucophyllus

Euonymous Japonica

Feijoa Sellowiana
Leucophyllum f. ‘Green Cloud’

BERMUDA DUNES

Common Name

Silk Tree

Yellow Cassia

Pink Dawn Chiralpa
Fan Tex Ash

Date Palm

Chinese Pistache
Texas Honey
Mesquite
California Pepper
Evergreen Elm
California Fan Palm

Red Baja Fairy
Duster

Pink Fairy Duster
Feathery Cassia
Bright Bead
Cotoneaster
Evergreen
Euyonymous
Pincapple Guava
Green Cloud

Texas Ranger

Botanical Name

Nandina Domestica ‘Nana’
Penstemon Baccharifolius

Punica Granatum ‘Nana

Rosa Bonica

Tulbaghia Violacea

Dalea Greggii

Rosmarinus Officinalis ‘Prostratus’
Teucrium Chamaedrys
Trachelospermum Jasminoides
Verbena Gooddingii

Pace 38

Common Name

Dwarf Heavenly Bamboo
Del Rio

Dwarf Pomegranite
Bonica Rose

Society Garlic

Trailing Indio Bush
Dwarf Rosemary
Prostrate Germander
Star Jasmine

Gooding Verbena

JANUARY | 2008









