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FROM: Parks Department SUBMITTAL DATE:
July 1, 2008
SUBJECT:  Willis Palms Trail to Moon Country Trail Connector and Allocation of Development
Mitigation Funds — District IV
RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board:

1) Approve the use of up to $50,000 from Development Mitigation — Public Facilities Fund No. 30550
(Fourth District) to assist with construction costs of the trail segment; and

2) Direct the Executive Office to transfer up to $50,000 from Development Mitigation — Public Facilities
Fund No. 30550 (Fourth District) to the Coachella Valiey Mountains Conservancy as needed,
pursuant to contracts and billings received for the Willis Paims Trail to Moon Country Trail
Connector.

BACKGROUND:

The contribution will be used to help fund construction of a new 1.8 mile multi-purpose trail connecting the
Willis Palms Trail to the McCallum Trail in the Moon Country area of the Indio Hills near Thousand Palms
Qasis. (continued on page 2)
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SUBJECT: Willis Palms Trail to Moon Country Trail Connector and - Allocation of
- Development Mitigation Funds — District IV

This segment of trail is located in a very popular hiking area, including significant
use by local residents. Currently hiking opportunities in this area are limited to
the west side of Thousand Palms Canyon Drive. The construction of this trail
will complete a 5 to 6.5 mile loop. This will provide an opportunity for hikers to
climb to the summit of an unnamed 1,308 foot peak in the Indio Hills, which will
provide commanding views in all directions as far as San Gorgonio Peak.

The anticipated increase in traffic is expected to have a positive effect on the
nearby low income and minority population centers. It will also afford users the
opportunity to experience a variety of habitats and resources. The nearby visitor
center at Thousand Palms Oasis provides a hub for visitor use, information, and
environmental education.

The following agencies and groups were consulted for the design and impact of
this trail: the Bureau of Land Management, the Coachella Valley Mountains
Conservancy (on behalf of the Friends of the Desert Mountains), the California
Desert Conservation Area Plan for Coachella Valley, the Coachella Valley
Conservation Commission, the Coachelia Valley Fringe-toed Lizard Preserve
Management Committee, and trail users (including the Coachella Valley Hiking
Club).

Construction of the new trail segment is expected to be completed this fall and
winter 2008, using a trail building machine and hand work. The trail will be
constructed using accepted Bureau of Land Management standards and
methods. The project will not impact access to or ceremonial use of Indian
sacred sites and will minimize impacts to the natural resources. Coachella
Valley Mountains Conservancy will be managing the project. The Parks
Department will provide technical guidance to the Executive Office by analyzing
invoices to ensure expenditures are consistent with the project description and
that the funding commitment is utilized appropriately. The Coachella Mountains
Conservancy should provide invoices that include project cost estimates of
overall project costs to show a relationship to the overall funding provided.

Additional funding for this project will be provided through a grant made to the
Friends of the Desert Mountains by the Southern California Edison Company.




