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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 6%2&?
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: County Executive Office SUBMITTAL DATE:
December 8, 2008
SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution No. 2008-516 Approving an Increase in the Dispute Resolution
Programs Act Distribution

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Adopt Resolution No. 2008-516 approving an increase in the Dispute Resolution Programs Act
distribution to eight dollars ($8) per applicable civil filing fee for the purpose of reducing civil court
caseloads, and establishment and maintenance of a “Dispute Resolution Program Fees” account into
which to deposit such collections; and,

L | 2. Direct the County Executive Office to work with the Courts to transfer administration of this program to

the County pursuant to state law.

¥ BACKGROUND: Pursuant to the California Dispute Resolution Programs Act of 1986 (DRPA), on May

18, 1993, the Board of Supervisors authorized establishment of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Program

and collection of an amount between three dollars ($3) and eight dollars ($8) from each civil filing fees to
| fund the program. The DRPA provides a structure and funding mechanism for counties to offer voluntary
dispute resolution services to reduce court caseloads and promote amicable resolution of disputes within

the community. Subsequent changes in the law and transfer of the Courts to the State make it necessary to
revise the provisions of the resolution and to transfer rgsponsibility for administration of the program to the

County.
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BACKGROUND (cont.):

Since this amount was originally added to the civil filing fees, to minimize the impact on
litigants the program chose to collect the minimum amount authorized of three dollars
($3) per civil filing. However, Section 470.3 of the Business & Professions Code was
replaced by Section 470.5, which as amended by the Uniform Civil Filing Fees Act
operative January 1, 2006, stipulates that DRPA collections are to be distributed by the
Administrative Office of the Courts out of the civil filing fees to counties with DRPA
programs in an amount per filing approved by each county.

Over 25 other California counties, including San Bernardino, San Diego, Orange and
Los Angeles, currently receive the $8 maximum amount. The propesed $5 per filing
adjustment is projected to increase the distribution to the County of Riverside’s
Alternative Dispute Resolution Program by over $300,000 at no additional cost to
litigants. This additional revenue can only be used toward the County's voluntary
dispute resolution services,

Under DRPA law and regulations, dispute resolution programs are to be administered by
the counties. The County of Riverside's Alternative Dispute Resolution Program was
established by the Board under the administartion of the Superior Courts, which at the
time were a division of the County. However, since that time the Courts have transferred
to the jurisdiction of the State, so it is necessary to explore transferring the program back
under the authority of the County.
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Board of Supervisors County of Riverside

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-316

RESOLUTION OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS INCREASING
DISTRIBUTION OF STATE UNIFORM CIVIL FILING FEES TO SUPPORT
THE ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAM
PURSUANT TO THE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS ACT OF 1986

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1993, pursuant to the Dispute Resolution Program Act of 1986
(“DRPA™) (commencing with Business and Professions Code Section 465 et seq., as amended), the
Riverside County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution No. 93-263 establishing an Alternative
Dispute Resolution Program (“ADR Program™) and approving distribution to the County of an amount
between three dollars ($3) and eight dollars ($8) per civil filing fee dedicated to the support of the ADR
Program; and,

WHEREAS, the Riverside County Superior Court established an Alternative Dispute
Resolution Committee (“Committee™) for the purpose of administering the County’s ADR Program, and
in accordance therewith, the Committee comprising of judicial officers, local bar representatives and local
community leaders was formed; and,

WHEREAS, although the maximum amount of DRPA funding allowed under State law to
fund the County’s ADR Program is eight dollars ($8) per civil filing fee, in an effort to minimize the costs
to the County’s civil litigants the Committee chose to administer the County’s ADR Program with three
dollars ($3) per civil filing fee, the lowest amount authorized by the Board

WHEREAS, former Section 470.3 of the Business and Professions Code was subsequently
repealed by the Statutes of 2003; and,

WHEREAS, in lieu of former Section 470.3, California Legislature enacted Section 470.5
of the Business and Professions Code operative January 1, 2006; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 470.5 of the Business and Professions Code, the same
amount as was required to be collected as of December 31, 2003, is to be withheld from the uniform civil
filing fee for filing the first paper in unlimited civil, family law and probate actions and limited civil
actions (collectively, “limited and unlimited civil cases™) and distributed by the Administrative Office of

Courts to each county that had acted to establish a dispute resolution program; and,
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 470.5, subdivision (b), each such county is required to
establish and maintain an account to which such distributions must be deposited; and,

WHEREAS, in order to serve the economically and culturally diverse and ever-growing
communities within Riverside County, and to address the civil case congestion with respect to Riverside
County Superior Court, it is neéessary for the County to expand its dispute resolution and prevention
services; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Business and Professions Code Section 470.5, subdivisions
(¢) and (d), the County may change the amount of DRPA distributions effective on January 1 or July 1 of
any year, provided that the County furnishes the Administrative Office of the Courts with a copy of such
action at least 15 days before the date that such change goes into effect;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, by the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Riverside in regular session assembled on December 16, 2008, that effective
January 1, 2009, the DRPA distribution to the County of Riverside from the State Uniform Civil Filing
Fees for limited and unlimited civil cases be increased from three dollars ($3) to eight dollars ($8) per
civil filing fee for the purpose of expanding the County’s ADR Program in order to reduce civil court
caseloads; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that a Dispute Resolution Program
Fees account shall be established and maintained by the County to which such DRPA distributions shall
be deposited.

Roy Wilson

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
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