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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS %
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA M

&

FROM: Human Resources Department SUBMITTAL DATE:
February 2,2009

SUBJECT: Defense Panel Professional Service Agreement — Law Office of Ford & Harrison, LLP

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve and add the Law Offices of Ford & Harrison LLP to our panel of
attorneys.

BACKGROUND: The County previously established a panel of Defense Attorneys pursuant to the
Board’s approval. The Defense Attorneys selected to be part of the panel represent those who have
demonstrated the skills and expertise necessary to assist the County of Riverside in the defense of

i | lawsuits filed against the County.

Mr. Sergio Bent recently joined the law firm of Ford & Harrison LLP. Human Resources would like to

maintain its relationship with Mr. Bent due to his expertise in defending complex employee relations

cases.
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BACKGROUND continued:

The firm has been carefully screened and evaluated. Mr. Bent's expertise and proven record in
employee related litigation will assist in the mitigation of claim costs and expenses. Ford & Harrison will
adhere to the Board’s established Litigation Management Guidelines and will safeguard the County's
assets by providing a strategic approach to the defense of these specialized cases.

Professional legal fees shall be paid at the rate of $265.00 per hour for Partners, $210.00 per hour for
Associate Attorneys and $125.00 per hour for Paralegal Services




