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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: Redevelopment Agency

March 18, 2009

SUBJECT: Adoption of a Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Program for the
Proposed Eller Park Project and Approval of Project Plans and Specifications

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Directors:

1. Make the following findings pursuant to Section 33445 of the Health and Safety Code:

a. The proposed Eller Park Project is of benefit to the 1-215 Corridor Redevelopment
Project Area (“Project Area”) as it will add new recreational facilities within the Project Area;

b. There are no other reasonable means of financing the improvements available to the community,
due to limited public funds that are insufficient to address new capital improvements;

¢. The proposed improvements will assist in the elimination of physical blighting conditions within
the Project Area by putting a new park in a location that used to contain several dilapidated
buildings;

d. The proposed facility is consistent Implementation Plan for the Project Area, which calls for the
building of parks and providing recreational opportunities for area residents; and
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RECOMMENDED MOTION (continued):

2. Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Program for Environmental
Assessmgnt No. RDA/CEQA 2007-14 based on the findings incorporated in the Initial Study and the
conclusion that the Project will not have a significant impact on the environment;

3. Approve the proposed Eller Park Project;

4. Approve the plans and specifications for the Eller Park Project; and

5. Authorize the Clerk of the Board to advertise for bids for the construction of the Eller Park Project.

BACKGROUND: In 2005, the Redevelopment Agency acquired 5.24-acres located on the northeast
corner of Antelope Road and Highway 74 in the community of Romoland, City of Menifee, for the
development of a new community park. On December 12, 2006, the Board of Directors approved a
landscape architectural services agreement with RHA Landscape Architects Planners, Inc., based on
their experience and qualifications with similar projects.

A portion of the site was previously developed and included several blighted structures including two
homes, a garage, and an abandoned mobile home, all of which have been removed. Plans for the 5.24-
acre park include a parking lot with 35 parking spaces (including 3 ADA-accessible spaces), tot-lot play
area, two picnic areas with 17 picnic tables, a lighted baseball/softball diamond, a basketball court,
walking trail, open turf area, landscaping, and a restroom/concession building. The chain link fence along
the northern property line will be replaced with a wrought iron fence, and the dilapidated fence along the
eastern property line will be replaced with a block wall. Curb, gutter, sidewalk, street improvements and
the primary vehicular access point will be provided on Antelope Read.

The development of the Project is consistent with the Redevelopment Agency’s Implementation Plan,
which calls for the building of parks and providing recreational opportunities for area residents.

Staff has prepared an initial Study to assess the potential environmental effects of the Project. The Initial
Study indicated all issues of environmental concem can be adequately mitigated to a level of
insignificance. -

Notice of the Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration has been published in the Press
Enterprise newspaper in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines. Staff recommends approval as
indicated above.

Attachments:
1. Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for Environmental Assessment No. RDA/CEQA
2007-14
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