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SUBMITTAL DATE:
7/1/09

FROM: Parks Department

SUBJECT: County Historic Landmark Designation Eden Hot Springs — District Il|

RECOMMENDED MOTION: that the Board approves the designation of Eden Hot Springs as a Riverside
County Historical Landmark.

BACKGROUND: At its regular meeting on May 21, 2009, the Riverside County Historical Commission
recommended that your Honorable Board approve the designation of Eden Hot Springs as a Riverside
County Historical Landmark. The nomination was sponsored by architect, R. Denzil Lee, and supported in
writing by the property owner, Mr. Steve Blair of R B Ventures, LLC.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUD: The former site of Eden Hot Springs is located off of Gilman Springs Road
near the town of San Jacinto (2% miles northeast of Gilman Springs Road and 1% miles south of Jack
Rabbit Trail). Eden Hot Springs was the northernmost of the three San Jacinto area hot springs. A resort
was in place as early as 1890. From 1900 to 1943, a one-room schoolhouse was established at the
“Springs.” In 1904, a new owner expanded the resort with a small hotel, several bathhouses and guest
cottages. 1930 saw the construction of a number of Spanish-style resort buildings complete with lounge,
dining room, swimming pool. Unfortunately, fire has taken all of these structures, leaving only foundations,
the pool, and scattered infrastructure remains. The site is testiMony to the rich and varied resort history of

Riveriside County. New owners hope to re-establish a r: e still active hot springs.
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February 1,2009

Keith Herron, HFO
Riverside County Parks
4600 Crestmore Road
Riverside, Ca 92509

Re: Application for Historic Landmark Status
Eden Hot Springs

Dear Mr. Herron:

| Steve Blair, am the legal owner of the subject property. And, pursuant to your

directions, this letter will serve as my consent for, R Denzil Lee, to be my representative in

the filing and review of the herein attached application for Historic Landmark con-
sideration of that portion of my property known as EDEN HOT SPRIMNGS.

R B Ventures, LLC




| RIVERSIDE COUNTY HlSTORlCAL COMMISSION
| ’A HisTORIC LANDMARK APPLICATION FORM

For Historical Commission Use :

Date Reviewed: 5~2/- 07 g

Commission Recommendation:

[ﬁ Recommend Approval [ ] Eligible but Not Listed ["] Disapproved

This form must be used to nominate any pre-
County for designation as a County Historic

serve as the basis for

the Board of Supervisors. All nomination

by the Board.

Please fill out and send fo:

Riverside County Historical Commission,
Officer, Riverside County Parks District,

92509-6858.

Please type your answers. An e-mail version of this form is available upon

request. (951) 955-4310.

~EDEN HOT SPRINGS

TEDEN- H o7 SPRINGS -

1. SITE NAME:
Historic
Common

2. LOCATION:.

(a) Address =5

-historic or hlstonc site in Riverside
Landmark. information provided will

Historical Commission evaluation and recommendation to
s for this designation must be approved

c/o County Historic Preservation
4600 Crestmore Road, Riverside, CA

ILMAN-SPRINGS= RD:; Cltym,wn (nzaﬂ GANASACINTG .
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'$\ A‘APPLICATION FORM (CONTINUED)

3. LEGAL OWNER: RE) VENTURES: -LLG
(a) Name

10560 ELM BT . ciyrown

FONTANA 7, 925%1

(b) Address

STEVE. BLAIR

(c) Contact Number(s) if known:

(d) Letter of Consent Enclosed: Klyes [INo

4. PRESENT USE: VACANT .

5. ORIGINALUSE: _ . _RECREATION COMPLEX

6. OTHER PAST USES: “SML. HOTEL, BATHHOUSES,

~GUEST COTTAGES,

TEHT CABINS, C/JMP/NG FACILITIES, HEALTH

EGPA e

7. YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION:

_QKLELAOTﬁFKIN&S DATEG BACK T2 /1890

(a) Bu|lder =N L‘HAL*&HIEBE’R“W#& wHN .‘A’N

| SEE FAGE &

(&) ArchitecE N A==

8. CLASSIFICATION (Check appropriate spaces):

Category: - [ Site (Historicy  [] Site (Archaeological)
[] Structure(s) [] Object(s)

Ownership: ] Public ' 4] Private

Status: [} Oceupied Unoccupied

Accessibility: Yes: Restricted * [_] Yes: Unrestricted
[l Good - [ Fair [] Deteriorated
] Demolished (just for site applications)

Condition:

[] Building(s)
1 Both

[INo
] Unexposed




’g\ AAPPLICATION FORM (CONTINUED)

9. ARCITECTURAL STYLE (for buildings & structures):
10. IF ALTERED, PLEASE DESCRIBE:

11.LEGAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
o -~5—,u&JECT?;?RJO;EEEJX]iﬁtm;E.:‘EA;9.7,‘5;{li-l;:?‘f.:,i:OME.;'HA:LE:aEﬁﬁc_naNi"Z‘i'a',‘ L
e T O GIEMAN-GPRINGS: ROAD - ANO= 1z MILES - BOUTH-OF AACK: -
— - RABBIT TRAIL AT AN ELEVATION OF - L7z4Fr.

Include approximate property size in féet:
- (a) FroniéEjéLlM'lei' (b ‘béb{h'f"zfmu‘E&f“""or'Abproximate ‘Acreage 250

12. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF SITE/STRUCTURE:
[] Excellent Good [] Fair [] Deteriorated

13. PRIMARY STRUCTURAL MATERIALS:

[]stone [JAdobe []Wood []Stucco []Brick [] Other:
T ONLY ENHDENCE; OF PAST BUILDINGS, ARE FUNDATIONS & SWIM=
SETMING CPOOL ST
14. RELATED FEATURES OR OUTBUILDINGS (list here, describe in No. 15):
e NoNEENSGT . o T

15. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (please ,aftach a 1-2 page statement):

o SEEPAGE T i




’g\ AAPPLICATION FORM (CONTINUED)

16. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (for buildings and structures):

Please attach your descrlptron ona separate page.
“SEE PAGED 5 MWD L .

17. REFERENCES/BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Please attach separate page
- SEE-PAGE-]-

18. THREATS TO THE SITE (if any; use separate page_i‘f_rreeded):

19. PHOTOGRAGHS ENCLOSED: [4 Yes [] NO
GEE-PAGES 12131415 .

20. FORM PREPARED BY:
D ENZ e BB ARCHITECT T T

Name:
Ad@ﬁgg—alzéﬁléﬂi%l‘flﬁﬁ;ﬁVE”*"*C;fy‘-"NUEV@"'-*--"~:»—-~ gy et
Telephone( §) ~qE)qIB 0275 R —

ﬂ& Jorkrn (¢ b

21. Organization:

Signature




State of California © The Resources Agency ' Primary

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS HRi#

COMTINUATION SHEET Trinomial |
Page of "Resoures Name or # (Assigned by recorder)
*Recerded by; *Date - @ Gontipustion @ Updaie

EXHIBIT “A”

The subject property is the easterly one half of Section 23, Riverside County, California.
The property is two and one. half miles NE of Gilman Springs Road and one and one half
miles south of Jack Rabbit Trail, at an elevation of 1 724 feet.

EXHIBIT “B”

John Ryan and B.J. Inwall purchased the easterly half of Section 23, T35, R2W, San
Bernardino Bk & Maps in 1890, an area known as the "Bad Lands”. The acreage (320 ac.)
contained eight small hot springs with a maximum temperature of 110 degrees F. Ryan
gave the place the name of ‘Eden Hot Springs” in 1890.  In 18697-986 when the US.
Geological Survey Team came through they named the 2,353 foot pinnacle, just south-
east of the Springs, “Mount Eden”.  Therefore both Eden Hot Springs and Mt. Eden have
appeared on U.5.G.S. maps since 1901.

In 1893the name was briefly changed to “Riverside Hot Sulfur Springs” apparently as 2
tribute to the new Riverside County, then being formed. From 1890 to 1904 a small
resort was maintained at the “Springs”. In 1904 the property was sold to a Frank
Armstrong, who reopened the "Springs” in 1906 with a much expanded facility. The
accommodations then included a small hotel, several bathhouses and a number of guest
cottages and tent cabins. Over the next thirty years, Eden Hot Springs continued to
attract visitors for the healing waters.

In 1900 a one room school house was moved on to the front of the property and
continued in operation until about 1943 when the Eden School District became part of
the San Jacinto Unified School District, and the school building was moved to the Monte
Vista Middle School in the town of San Jacinto.

In March of 1924 the Eden post office was established at the "Springs’.  Lenora J.
Weaver was the first postmaster until it closed November 15, 1934.

In, or around, 1930 the property was again sold, this time to a group of Riverside men
who replaced many of the guest cottages and tent cabins with a rambling Spanish style
garoup _of two story buildings complete with a lounge, dining room and other recreational

5.



State of California & The Resources Agency : Primary
- DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATIO HRI #
CONTINUATION SHEET -

Page of *Resource Name or # (Asslgned by recorder)

*Recorded by: *Date

@ Caontinuation W@ Update

facilities.  Unfortunately these facilities have since burned down leaving only their
foundation outlines, a swimming pool and a scattering of tanks, water pipes and still
percolating hot and cold springs.

 The property has changed ownership, over the intervening years, with numerous
development proposals being presented, such as a high-end residential subdivision, a
resort catering to motorcyclist's, offering hill-and-dale courses, a "sunshine and health”
nudist club, a religious retreat and a reopening of the hot springs.

The present owner has acquired not only the original Hot Springs property but several
adjacent parcels that now total approximately 750 acres. In that it is still in the early
planning stages, present concepts have included re-establishing, a resort, with the hot
springs, developing some of the acreage in an agricultural use, opening a garden nursery
and an RV park.
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REFERENCES/BIBLIOGRAPHY

A promotional hand-bill of - Circa 1930's

Article in the Daily Enterprise, by Bill Jennings, dated October 30, 1965

Article in the Press Enterprise, by Bob Marshall dated May 23, 1956

Article in the Press Enterprise by Tom Patterson, dated Oct. 22,1969

Article in the Press Enterpriée by Don MacPherson, dated Nov. 1, 1954

Post Card History Series, books, by Steve Lech ,published 2005

Riverside County Places & Names by Jane Gunther, pub. 1964

Springs of California U.5.G.5. by Gerald A. Waring, pub. 1 915

. Reminiscences of Early California by Historical Society of So. California, Pub. 1906
10. Undated article, presumed Press Enterprise, by Roy Morris

CEVIENRORSIE SN
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, Winter al Eden Hot Springs California.

OvERALL VIEW OF EDEN HOT SPRINGS, . 1906. Eden Hot Spriigs was the northernmost
of the three San Jacinto—area hot springs. A resort was in place at least by 1890. In 1904, John
Armstrong bought the springs and began construction of the facilities shown in this card, namely
a small hotel and several guest cottages. Over the next 30 years, Eden Hot Springs continued to
attract visitors for its healing waters. In 1930, 2 modern Spanish-style building was constructed,
but it lasted only a few years. During the 1930s, all of the hot springs in the San Jacinto area dried
up, and Eden Hot Sprinjgs, set in the hills instead of on the main road, was soon forgotten?

N

12.
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HoteL, EDEN HoT SPRINGS, C. 1908. Typically most hot springs resorts had both cabins and
a hotel, the latter for guests who did not want to “camp oyt.” At the time of this picture, the
hotel was small in nature but comfortable enough for the two guests shown here.

S SPRE .
COTTAGE ROow AND BaTHHOUSES
.+ the left, the bathhouse beyongh-jt
the right are changing rooms.

» EDEN HOT SPRINGS, C. 1908. Note here the cistern to
» and a few of the cabins available to guests farther down. On
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TYPICAL CoOTTAGE, EDEN HOoT SPRINGS, . 1908. W

. : X
hen people came to resorts such as Eden

Many people established.a home away
ns such as the one pictured above.

Hot Springs, it was usually for a stay of several weeks.
from home in one of the small cab;

P

Lden Myt

WATER CISTERN, EDEN HOT SPRINGS, C. 1908. Most hot springs resorts had open reservoirs
so that people could enjoy the waters at all times. In typical advertising jargon of the time,

this postcard boasts that “Our mud and tub sulphur baths stand second to none in the cure of
R heumatism, Eczema, Stomach and Kidney troubles.”
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Eden Schdoi
sites

Alice Williams

P&cﬁur&d is the original building of Eden _ Elliott, who was then the teacher, Is the
c‘*wo! in 1920 at Eden Hot Sprmgs. Ada woman in black in the center.
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