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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

By

FROM: Parks Department SUBMITTAL DATE:
8/4/09

SUBJECT: County Historic Landmark Designation of the North Shore Yacht Club—District IV

RECOMMENDED MOTION: that the Board approves the designation of the North Shore Yacht Club as a
Riverside County Historical Landmark.

BACKGROUND: At its regular meeting on July 16, 2009, the Riverside County Historical Commission
recommended that your Honorable Board approve the designation of the North Shore Yacht Club as a
Riverside County Historical Landmark.

The North Shore Yacht Club was constructed in 1958 along the northeast shore of the Salton Sea. lItis
located on Sea View Drive at the intersection with Marina Drive in the unincorporated community of North
Shore. The building was designed by Albert Frey, widely considered the father of Mid-Century Modern in
greater Palm Springs. Frey became a permanent resident of the Coachella Valley and looked to the desert
for inspiration. His design occurred at the height of the recreational use of the Salton Sea. The building’s
life as a popular recreational facility, its modern design, and the nautical imagery of a steamship on the
desert together make the building a remarkable symbol of the past, the geographic context, and the modern
architecture movement of the region.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

SUBJECT: County Historic Landmark Designation of the North Shore Yacht Club—
District IV

The club was developed by Ray Ryan and Trav Rogers. Ryan once owned the El
Mirador Hotel and also developed the Bermuda Dunes Country Club. The Yacht Club
was once frequented by such Hollywood stars as Frank Sinatra, Jerry Lewis, and the
Marx Brothers. This lively, wonderful building will soon undergo a restoration and
rehabilitation that will reinvigorate it and hopefully the recreational and economic life that
centered on it.




RIVERSIDE COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

.g\@A‘H ISTORIC LANDMARK APPLICATION FORM

Date Reviewed: _ /7-/4-09
Commission Recommendation:
Recommend Approval [ ] Eligible but Not Listed [ Disapproved

This form must be used to nominate any pre-historic or historic site in Riverside
County for designation as a County Historic Landmark. Information provided will
serve as the basis for Historical Commission evaluation and recommendation to

the Board of Supervisors. All nominations for this designation must be approved
by the Board. ' :

Please fill out and seh’d'to: '

Riverside County Historical Commission, c/o County Historic Preservation

Officer, Riverside County Parks District, 4600 Crestmore Road, Riverside, CA
92509-6858.

Please type your answers. An e-mail version of this form is available upon
request. (951) 955-4310.

1. SITE NAME:
Historic - North Shore Yacht Club
Common proposed new North Shore Community Center

2. LOCATION: , : ‘
(@) Address 99155 Sea View Drive : City/Town North Shore

(b) Vicinity of Salton Sea




‘g\ /Z.APPLI CATION FORM (CONTINUED)

3. LEGAL OWNER:

(@) Name _ . | _‘CoﬁntyofRiverside

(b) Address 3133 Mission Inn Avenue City/Town Riverside Zip 92507

(¢) Contact Number(s) if known:__ 91-955-4250

(d) Letter of Consent Enclased: [x] Yes []No-

4. PRESENT USE:

The building is presently unoccupied.

5. ORIGINAL USE:

The facility served as a boating resort for tourists and local communities.

6. OTHER PAST USES:

The building was converted in to a bar and restaurant after the Yacht Club closed down.

7. YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION: _ 1958
(a) Builder: Ray Ryan and Trav Rogers

(b) Architect; - Albert Frey

8. CLASSIFICATION (Check'appropriate spaces):
Category: ~ [x] Site (Historicy  [] Site (Archaeological) [x] Building(s)
L] Structure(s) ] Object(s)

Ownership:  [x] Public ] Private ] Both
Status: ] Occupied [x] Unoccupied
Accessibility:” [ '] Yes: Restricted [] Yes: Unrestricted [x]No

Condition:  [] Good CJFair  [x] Deteriorated ] Unexposed
] Demolished (just for site applications)




A AAPPL!CAT[ON FQRM (CONTINUED)

9. ARCITECTURAL STYLE (for buildings & structures):

Modern architecture.

10. IF ALTERED; PLEASE DESCRIBE:

Building will be rehabilitated with minimal alterations - primarily for code compliance and new interior
functions. Some interior walls are being added and what was once a full-service kitchen will be
converted to a community center style food preparation and serving facility. The swimming pool is
deteriorated and would pose a liability issue. Therefore, it will be removed and replaced with an outdoor
open space.

11.LEGAL PROP'ERT%Y DESCRIPTION:

That portion of the south half of the northeast quarter of Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 10 East,
and Lot 1 of Tract No. 3069, Map Book 54, page 76, County. of Riverside, California.

Include approximate property size in feet:
(a) Frontage_approx 1,500 ft(b) Depth_approx 800ft or Approximate Acreage_approx 10.9 acres

12. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF SITE/STRUCTURE:
[] Excellent  [] Good (] Fair [x] Deteriorated

13. PRIMARY STRUCTURAL MATERIALS:
[Jstone [JAdobe [JWood [JStucco []Brick [x]Other:

Primary: concrete masbnry; Secondary: wood framing

14. RELATED FEATURES OR OUTBUILDINGS (Jist here, describe in No. 15):

There is an approximately 600 square foot locker, shower, and restroom outhouse that served the pool
recreation area. The masonry walls of the locker room building and the enclosure for the service court
exhibit the same careful linear detailing as the main clubhouse. The joint work has the same raking used
in the main building. The walls have 8"x8" openings below the top course, similar to a feature used in
the masonry walls at the dining terrace.

15. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (please attach a 1-2 page statement):

Please see attached statement.




A A’APPLICATION FORM (CoNTINUED)

16. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (for buildings and structures):
Please attach your description on a separate page.

17. REFERENCES/BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Please attach separate page.

18. THREATS TO THE SITE (if any; use separate page if needed):

Vandalism, infestation, trespassing,

19. PHOTOGRAGHS ENCLOSED: [x] Yes [] NO

20. FORM PREPARED BY:

it
|
|
Name: Rizaldy Baluyot '

Address 3133 Mission Inn Avenue City Riverside Zip 92507

Telephone(s) 9519554889

21 organization. County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management

Signature of Authorizing Official (s): (Name & Title)

Charles Waltman - Deputy Director of Design & Construction
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INTRODUCTION

The County of Riverside, through the Department of Facilities Management, is in the process of
rehabilitating the former North Shore Yacht Club building and converting it into a new comrnunlty
center for the North Shore Community. T > i “*f

The design phase for the project is complete and Facilities Management is presently soliciting bids for
; the rehabilitation. As part of the building and architectural analysis, a copy of the original plans and

; specifications were obtained by the Department of Facilities Management from the University of

| California Santa Barbara, who retains ownership of said documents. Early photographs of the North
Shore Yacht %Iub were also referenced as part of the effort in putting together the construction

ently not listed on any local, state or. federal historic landmark registry, but it has

es0, rce through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

qu l!ements as determined in the CEQA documents for the
i :from an architectural historian, Enwronmental Science
habllltatlon process for the new North Shore Community
ents for the rehabuhtatlon have en determm_ed by ESA as

¢ It is the County of Rlver5|de s mtent to preserve the integrity, as well as the hlstorlcal and archltectural
*value of thy

i

of Iégal protectlon by acq}.urmg de5|gngat|on of the building as a hIStOI"IC Iandmark

i 1 j

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
Narth Chara Varcrht Clhith Nlaminatinn far Hickariec | andmark Nacianatinn — Aaws 14 2NN0
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Building age:

> The North Shore Ya(:ht Clubis over 45 years old and was built in 1958.

Significance as a Historic resource: L

> The North Shore Yacht Club was developed by Ray Ryan & Trav Rogers. Ray Ryan was a R
charismatic oilman, gambler, and developer from Evansville, Indiana. For many years he owned /
the El Mirador Hotel, and he developed Bermuda Dunes Country Club, housing tracts

| throughout the Coachella Valley, and the North Shore Yacht Club on the Salton Sea. Trav Rogers ;

} was an affable businessman who ran the Old Ranch Club in Palm Springs, along with a bar called 2
the Mink and- Manure Riding Club (women in mmk coats danced with Palm S

prmgs dudes). (
* i .

d:groups including Frank Smatra, Jerry Lewis, the Beach Boys, Marx
] le, and others have spent time at the North Shore Yacht

' 5 I&§h, ablbble is mcluded in the list of notable celebntles who
entertamed regularly at thus facnllty

H g f“ 7
¢ o i

S ¢
d B }

The North Shore Yacht Club v\gas designed by renowned architect, Albert Frey. Born in Zunch

Switzerland, Albert Frey (1903-1998) is wndely recognized as the father of M|d -Century Modern
in Greater Palm Springs.

: b [ 5

Integrlty & ; }
N R . N ;- ] §
> Archltectural historian,. Enwronmental Science Assocnates(ESA), has determmed the
rehabnhtatlon project. a? compliant v»}nth the UiS Se;retary of Interlors Standards, ‘

}‘ HR | 5 ?

. - -1 P i Y ’% | ‘, 5 - I3
Reconstructed Bulldlngs. '

> Not agpllcable The building is over 45 years old, embodies tradltlonal building methods and

technlques and exhibits high artistic values. However, the building will undergo rehabilitation
and not reconstruction.

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Desienation — Mav 14 20na
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SUMMARY

Originally constructed in 1958 at the wéter's edge adjacent to a sheltered marina, the building remained

in use until the 1990’s. Since that time it has been left abandoned, looted and rests in a state of
disrepair, graffiti-cqvered and boarded up.

et m ;
I ?
As part of the effort to evaluate the potential for rehabilitation, the structural, ziifcﬁ_i_tectuiﬂéii "r:nechaniEél,,‘&% i
plumbing and electrical components of the build,ing were examined. A special section of this report 'u&% \ 'E
deals specifically with the structural integrity of the building. .. %
Other factors, such as site work, pavement, landscaping and infrastructure were also examined and j

considereq Since the design and construction of the North Shore Yacht Club occurred during a time of
substantiall different building codes and.planning standards, a wide arra

"

e .

y of conventional agency 2
lyzed and their appropriateness deter‘rmhed in the light of the historical significance “

g &%,;ﬁe North Shore Yacht Club is g!p(;étjfed on Sea View Drive at
west of the club, breakwaters protect a former marina from
‘ : ( uilding trends northwest to séut_héast witfh?‘ar;‘?‘angle point,
. concave to the soUthwest, where the projection of the Marina Drive centerline would iqférseqx With the
z building. The,club’s main entrance is Ipcated on the parking lot side of the building, service a“r’fd’&lockg“r
{ room areaéfgr ito the no;rthwesgt, the §recreation areas, additional parking are to the southeast and the
former location of marina dock :;accessj, restaurant ;terraces and pool area are to the southwest.

the intersection with:M:
southwesterly winds. T

f the bhilciing still has an architectural quality far beyond the humble nature of its
i vere asse"mpled to give the club an appropriate nautical theme —a
desert. The bas"é,ofvth,e building is of concrete masonry units with a

zonfal m6nar;jgint§;are%{§kéd‘ to et;lbhas.;i?'zg thglegggth of the structur
angle point adds decorative réliéf. Cantileverﬁed over the entrance, the af
e‘entrance Hits ciirved'wallg are cfl}ad‘in a 'reiﬂeqt;i\gé corrugated metal which
continug;é tgéfwrap the second floor. The nautical theme is ;::nhanced by siéémsh%p-ihs‘pié ad veritilation
. intakes a;nd exhausts for the second-floor mechanical roon‘i’:' C

e % 1 k]
ﬁb%’rglassi panels complete the club’s dramaEiC“‘street'fa“c'édef’"
fing, but a small’;truqtural 51

anding Séa"§ roof is ysed at }he loading dO%kt as.well as over the do éﬁ ‘
! b £ j‘i ‘T/ . '!" ;; P . : ; :

$i ship'

urved equipment screensgfi‘ashioégd from !
Most of the roof is multi-ply builtup” . =

i . | IR R
R R & L PR S RO AESEE I B B ¢
The active parts of the club face the marina. There is a dining terrace with access from the building’s
public rooms and pathways leading to the pool, marina and locker rooms.
terrace is a flagpole with both a gaff and yard. The meta
floor “bridge”

Just southwest of the dining

phorical steamship of the club has a second
facing the sea which cantilevgrs seaward over the banded masonry of the ground floor.
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The bridge is flanked to the port and starboard by sun decks partially shaded by simple canopies. In its
~ original condition corrugated metal siding gleamed in the afternoon sunshine. The bridges of seaworthy

ships have broad windows providing a wide vista of the sea, but the intense rays of the desert sun made
porthole windows with round metal awnings a more reasonable choice.

The fascias on the sea elevation make extensive use of pipe handrails with corrugated. plastlﬁ panels In i
lieu of balusters. The panels also project below the decks and skirt the bridge to: provrde sun-shadmg to,
ground floor picture windows. Originally, a stairway with treads anchored at the block wall and ., L ;
suspended by metal rods on the sea side descended from behind the panels to a small terrace. ,, %

The masonry walls of the locker room building and the enclosure for the service court exhibit the same ‘
careful linear detailing as the main clubhouse. The joint work has the same raking used in the main i
building. Th “‘walls have 8”x 8” openings below the top course, similar to a feature used in the masonry i
walls at 'ng terrace Some of the openings at the servrce court originally contained incandescent

gular?pacing, provide support for structural standing seam
d i |n the masonry walls or sit on plpe columns. On the

stantial cantilever. Unlike the other supports this channel
round steel columns at the prlvacy screens for the locker room

planking.

continues beyond the

entries. " ) / oy
L A

e

Patrons andvi embers arrlved through the main doors into an entry alcove with a Iow ceiling ﬂanked by
i serwce functro 1S—an off" ice to the rlght and restrogoms to the left. The entry walls, like many of the
other interior rooms, use the same masonry techniques found on the exterior. The interior side of the
entry is flanked by masonry waIIs with decorative dogtooth corner coursing at 452 angle.

3 two-story foyer. During daylight hours a circular skylight functions as
iwith natural’ dayhght At the two-story masonry wall opposite the
riginally pro;ected mto tﬁhe foyer i [he treads weregsuspended by
nnected to the cellmg following the: subtle curve of the masonry wall,
‘access to a balgony:with a stra;ghtforward pipe. hanc rail wrth }translucent

‘ corrugated plastic balustrades, a feature carried inside from the rooé decks b %

Theypubhc rooms alt have mtenor access fr from the foyer The doorway ;o 1 he club's Iburfée is to the port.

rd (rlght) and the bar is forward Thegrooms share severa » 43% ‘ ﬁg ]

N i
e cellmg matenal is square, glue- dlrect acoustrcal t|Ie srgmfrcantly Iargenthan the' more N
common 12”x 12" tile. The fore and starboard rooms have suspended soffit features.

The dining room appears to be the most conventional of the public rooms. There are no special ceiling
features. The design uses natural daylight from northeast and southwest windows. Just beyond the

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Designation — Mav 14. 2009
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dining room is the former kitchen, designed with both refrigerated and dry storage, staff restrooms and
a loading dock. The kitchen was placed for efficient access to the exterior dining terrace, the pool area
and the exterior stairway to the roof deck. The port side of the building contains the general use rooms.
The lounge is currently distinguished by a ceiling designed to conceal ductwork. A large circular recess
with a lighting cove is the room’s unique feature. The lounge also functions as an anteroom to the
Commodore Room and also provides access to the dining terrace. Originally a wall separated the e
Commodore room from the lounge but they are presently joined as one large space. The Commodore

Room has a boat shaped drop soffit. The soffit has a cove for up lights and recessed incandescent CT
fixtures in the soffit itself. A

The barroom is the most"intimate of the ground floor rooms. The soffit brings the ceiling down to the
window head and provides a cove for indirect lighting over the patrons. Access to the back bar is from i
the dining room and the floor is recessed so the barkeep is at eye level with seated patrons. Bar patrons t
were glven"t e best view of the marina and sea beyond as is appropriate to the traditional profit center

1 r"di/ide access to an upper level lounge designated as the Compass

side of the room was gi ,
exterior stairway and:tl /rrace e
large stateroom on a 1950’s era dce

: BUILDING ANALYSIS

: ; :
The exterlor walls of the: complex s grpund floor are reinforced masonry construction, with grouted
cores. Originally the masonry was exposed with a naturally variegated salmon color which blended
|n to the colors of the desert and surroundlng mountains. Although most of the masonry is

asonry \ walls Is qunte good wnth mlmmal shear or “stair-stepped”
e orso from the San Anqreas Fault the buﬂdlng stands asa

o TR i xk

There are remaining sections of the corrugated plastic panels but they are ‘cracked and h ave been

epalnted The plastic material may be mstalled to be routmely replaced similar to canvas awnings and

ter hes ters. Thecorrugated: !netal S|dmg as been in place beyond the I!fe space of‘any S|d|ng %
sed in the' 1950’s. It has become gracked as well apd age and pamt has dulled its luster The

metal frames which held the plastic panels in place have deteriorated and wrll not support replacement E et
panels.

The existing built-up roof has actually served the building quite well during its period of abandonment.
The interior shows far less water damage than would be expected and can be directly attributed to the

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Designation — May 14, 2009
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roofing system. The roof has served Well beyond its rated life span and must be removed and replaced.
The pads or planks which created the roof deck cannot be found on-site.

' The wood-frame portion of the building cannot be used in its current condition. Many of the structural
members would have deteriorated in a more humid climate, but the arid conditions in North Shore have

‘ most likely spared the building from other than superficial damage. While the floor and“r“oq,;f,‘joi;’fs:.“ - i
appear to be in acceptable condition, the gypsum board, furring and insulation will need to'be remoJéd% i
. for further structural inspection and remedial work. The existing floor and roof deck may also have .
. been deteriorated by years of water damage, and the years of use as a pigeon aviary makes inspection ”%‘ i
. difficult and unpleasant. ~ ERE ‘ ' , Lo e ‘%“
H
. The interior finishes not requiring removal for structural inspection and remediation have been i

damaged ?x«yiiears of unfortunate management and remodeling. The years of abandonment and the
resulting lay of"pigeon droppings and organisms that thrive therein will require the removal of all

z at ials. The graffiti and vandalism mq[}fng all other remaining surfaces require
ost, existing finishes.’ ‘

1ave not been left in a salvageable condition. The
oors and windows to provide a secure, weatherproof

- building'will.reqt
. v A . B ] .
enclosure. Interior cab ed-or removed, leaving no usable casework. All of the pipe

rails have been dar'n.ééé abuse and possible metal theft qj_équi‘rging replacéimentaon both

s | e o

i

One of the more disheargeniing events during the vfandalism of the building has been%the, reméygl o&tfme

1 i

! cantileverefi;j apg s'uspenéed;stajrway.é The diamoqd plate treads have vanished, as have the hand rails.

The handrails that were élampeg to the rods may no longer be commercially available due to new code
. requirements. The suspeﬁsion rods that remain cannot be reused for a replacement stairway and will

eating, venjtilatioh and air-conditioning system are either damaged
ved: Thgaexlsgngag!rdlstnbutlon 3??&‘9!“; Egnngt bglreused and miusfc
existing ductwork will not provide adequate air distrjbution and latent
/... . heatcony widistribution lines will need to be concealed wiﬁ\in tl?;e eﬁsn?{g structures b
wa and sofﬁgs. tMajor equipment and controls will need to be §§\stalled @nd their designiwi||§ yeed tp ¥

considerggyear-roundI usage and masonry walls with high thgrrpal mass but I:,_ow R values.% % %
1 . 4 i 5 IR EPLE
'itfgvélectricjl"distributiciip‘as«\ﬁglyl(‘;s; §"f‘x‘g"tmrn:;\'hsforme% and communicZationg séervii(":i equnp{neqnt; \(w
prior to utility reactivation. j’hejgxis;tigig:ihtqﬂo@ W""[‘Q afnd‘;?lﬁctrig:gl di;triQu}iqp§% W

’

B il it

i
Pt PR
£ .8 i1

e replace

‘system will‘also need to be removed and replaced.” Alf the power outlets appear to havelbeen abused™ - *°
over the years and the light fixtures have been vandalized or deteriorated over time. The lighting

- system needs to be re-engineered to restore the original intent of the lighting design and provide a

am more efficient lumens-to-watt ratio. The building will also require a modern signalization and alarm

system.

H T

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
o North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Designation - May 14, 2009
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No plumbing fixtures remain within the building; however the waste system may still function — with the
reactivation of the sewer lift facility. The domestic water piping will need to be replaced with materials
which meet current plumbing‘and health codes. Reuse of the building will require the installation of an
approved fire sprinkler system for life safety and to insure against the loss of a major work of
architecture. The simple replacement of the original fixtures will not meet current accessnbgllty S P
standards. The restrooms themselves will not meet the geometric requlrements of the latést’ k
accessibility guidelines, and alternative restroom locations may need to be consndered to avoid
destroying the integrity of the original design.

ADA accessibility to and within the site will need to be addressed. The second level cannot be made
acceptable without the addition of an elevator, so the Compass Room may be reduced to office or
storage usgaﬂhere may be some exceptlons avanlable through the historic building code, but many of

“above what would be expected to upgrade a buﬂdmg which had actually been mamtamed ovep the last
: ' 50 years. Furthermore, the simplicity and elegance of the original design will allow the buuldlngto ber

2 recondltlor}edato a state whlch wn|| have a strong rﬁesemblance to the original Yacht Club. :-‘ /

A
HISTORICAL AND ARCHlTECTU RAL S|GN|FICANCE

ich,.Switzerland, Albert Frey (1903-1998) is widely recognized as the father of Mid-Century
While other.European émigrés practiced in the Coachella Valley,

‘utra%, Fre\g became a permanent re?dent of the vaIIey and |ooked to

, ’ ' 3

s teeth in The International Stylé or what we nov‘g know more sugnply s N%ode”\ Arch|tecture
His mentor was the Franco-Swiss architect Le Corbusier (Charles Edouard Jeanerette-Grgs but hIS

. desert V\iork was hns own creation. Frey’s work combined nature and srmple humble mgtlerlals mto

N IE— ] T Sl

ga; t works of arrihutecture* et St e 3 § e
3 : }xﬂ §m~wﬂéaw af‘s:‘fmh [ ‘v‘ d ”s§ i
eyond plaster boxes of the 1930°s to émbragg structural steel}’ masonry fand. corrugate

metal and plastics. The box-on-stilts of Corbusier was no longer in his répertoire. He employed
intersecting planes, broad cantilevers and thin roof profiles. Under the cantilevers solid walls were
replaced by glazing, removing the visual barrier between the interior and exterior. The privacy of his
clients was maintained by the fluid curves of masonry or metal screens.

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Designation — May 14, 2009




— ial, especially’in h|s multl-fam|ly design, usually for screening and

— Page 15 of 61

. Corrugated materials were one of Frey’s trademarks. The materials added horizontality to vertical

panels which in turn created a boundary between public and private areas of a home. He used simple
concrete masonry units as a structural material. His use of integral block color and raking the horizontal
mortar joints elevated the material from utilitarian to decorative. Structural metal framing allowed roof

| . planes to have slender profiles and deep cantilevers. Metal tubing or pipes provided support where

structural rigidity was not at issue. When he designed on rugged mountainsides or boulderistrewn

upper reaches of alluvial fans, the rock became part of the architecture. The harsh nature of the desert ;
climate demanded materials which would remain dimensionally stable. Wood's tendency to warp and !}
- split in the dry desert heat, limited its use on the exterior. =]

The North Shore Yacht Club uses of many materials he originally explored at his first Palm Springs i

. residence. The round awnings on the club’s second floor can be found at his home’s second floor 3

sleeping Ioft;-sT he home also used a stairway suspended by metal rods and cantilevered from the wall 1

sumllar to tt;;e stalrcase in the club’s foyer. Corrugated metal siding is a preferred material throughout
| projects, but is seldom used in his éommeraal designs. Corrugated plastic is

building’s former life as a popular recrea ional facility, its modern design, and the nautlcal |magery of a
steamshlp on the desert together makes this bu1ld|ng a remarkable symbol of the past, its geographlc
_ context and’ the modern architecture movement m the region. Frey’s other commercial works may soar
. “higher or eXpress the democratlc |deaJs of civic government. This building’s significance rises from its
expression of Frey’'s |deal _assembling’ humble materials to create a remarkable environment.

< tern anp AIaQ Hess bookJullus Shulman Palm Sprlngs§

um } “E ae . "'E fq’i % %

PRI

H N 1
i i ‘

i

P =

ro'ect L siteis lopated at 99«155* Sea View Drive within the umncorporaged commumty of North N ; f
outh- central Rlversudé County, Ca[{fgrma The property is hsted a; Assessors Parcel Number g

001-8 with a recorded jot size of 10t91 acres The geologlcal Iocatlon is. WIthm 1/2 mile of thefg

L
i

Fic——
e

RN —

= San Andreas Fault. With an elevatloh of -203 to -233 along the northeast shore of the Salton Sea, the
. site is located within a 100 year flood zone. The northeast boundary of the site follows Sea View Drive
u! and the southwest boundary is the Salton Sea. Regional and local access to the neighborhood is

provided by state route Highway 111. Marina Drive links Highway 111 to Sea View Drive and is on axis
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. with the Yacht Clubs main entrance. The northern shore of the Salton Sea is served by the Coachella

Valley Water District (CYWD) which provides domestic water and wastewater services. CVWD is also the
local flood control agency. The site is served by a 2” water meter off a 4” main in Sea View Drive. District
records indicate the presence of a second meter but initial site surveys have not been able to determine

- its location. A sewer lift station is also located northeast of the building, but it is not in functlonmg order
. and will require a complete reconstruction. An existing 8” sewer main runs near the center llne ofSea
View Drive. e, o =
. Electrical service to the site enters from an overhead line originating from a pole north of the parking lot !

and northeast of Sea View Drive. Telephone service lines also originate at that pole. All overhead utilities e
enter a small outbuilding containing the restrooms and locker rooms for the pool and marina as well as |
. an electrical room and electrical transformer enclosure. Power poles within the transformer enclosure |
- bring the qvgg1 head utilities into the site distribution center. The transformer has been removed from !
the enclostge lt*appears the load centers in the club buuldmg are fed from this enclosure. The local
he: ial Irrigation District, 1ID, and they ‘have indicated the site can be provided with

?erlorated to the point where theresurfacmg is not an option.
quate surface drainage, the exustmg pavmg may | be recycled as
base material for a new surfgc | ‘;5‘5 g area does not meet current county standards for
“landscaping and shading. There is almost no delmeatlon between vehicular and pedestrlan cnrculatlon
. | remaining WIth little vertlcal separatlon between the sidewalks and parking areas. The existence of an

" accessible path}of travel from the bulldmg to the publuc way will need to be determmed bya sute survey
to determine existing topographlc condmons

Since the existing grad

t ng,the original concrete masonry site walls remain. Some modifications have been made over the
‘ t be visible until the removal of the accumulated paint. The original
rrace appear to be intact, but only the posts remain of the original pipe

a net smq!ar to those used on sallboats The terrace deck has been
, n, g all walls need to be examlne;d for root and salt mtruslons
- i It
8 - The s:dewal/‘lgs and other flatwork around the facnhty have been damaged gue to settlem;ent root

mtrus:on, salt spray and the high saline content of the soil. The exterior steps have also I;:Fen damaged
é

.,.by the snte condltlons AII should be demollshed and reglaced by new concrete remforce and ‘.

! : ; R IR A N
| S At'the west'corner of the Club is a terrace contamlng a Iarge kldney-shaped pool The terrace ends at % i
water’s edge and the deck adjacent to the marina has been destroyed by erosion or human activity.
Partially enclosed by a crooked chain link fence the long-empty pool has become chipped, cracked and
thoroughly vandalized. The concrete shell and surrounding deck show signs of structural degradation

L and the fence posts along the south side may have been placed in subsidence cracks. Rehabilitation of

County of Riverside Department of Facnlltles Management

Almcibe Clamoin Ve ales AL w2 -
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. the pool for public use may be impractical. The location is difficult to access under current ADA and Title
24 standards, whatever filtration equipment remains will not meet current health department
standards, and rehabilitating the failing gunnite in the pool shell is cost-prohibitive, especially since a

‘ - new skimmer and supply system is required to assure safety and sanitary compliance.

The area shows signs of erosion and land shift. It may be wisest to remove the pool and: reggade the area

| for another use. The existing landscaping has not been properly maintained for what appears ‘to be " ;

— several decades. Any landscaping shown in the original photos will be referenced to determine which "cw E
. existing vegetation are the original landscaping materials. Many of the palms are overgrown and the - i§

trunk bases are intruding into the existing hardscape. The palms have become dominant landscape T

material. The Washingtonia Filifera palms (the native, thick-trunked California Fan palm) and some of

the overgrown decorative species may be trimmed, properly irrigated, and preserved. The wind-

— beatened W°é;shingtonia Robusta palms also be evaluated to determine if they can be preserved.

\ "”alto Sea over the last 50 years has risen sugmflcantly A seawall protected the slope
q The water-has’ mundated the ongmal wall and aIIowed the slope to

also serve as’a retq

Fortunately, the basrc W
reactivation only. No costly an »expe ; off-site linear infrastructure extensrons will be requrred The
- _renovation of the sewer Irft station, reactivation of the water system and the repair and electrnf‘ catlon of
the power system can be accompllshed ata reasonable cost representing a small percentage of the total
project cosf! Vyhrle the parklng lot is in a deterrorated condition, the original grading appears adequate
for project dramage Followmg the cognpletron of a geotechnical report, the existing pavement can be
L pulverized in place and recycled as a sub-grade material as part of the repaving of the parking areas. Any
“si ibi %challenges can be easily resolved on this parcel and the embankment on the marina
ave:the stability to malntam the structural integrity of the Yacht Club itself.

tility work necessary to renovate the facrhty can be completed ina

: rtallenate commercnal storefrgnt§§pan;sh Colomal public. burldmgs; The mqre successful Citrus and ‘
) duce Ranghers built \{eranda wrapped ranch houses and resorts such as the La ,ur N 9 Inn; or i !
in Palm Springs could indulge in detalled Spanrs revrvals mﬂuence by the Elole Des Beausw i
- Arts = educated California Architect Julia Morgan. Art Déco can still be fourid at the remnants of the
Oasis Hotel and the Moorish Bell Tower at Desert Hospital. The majority of buildings in the valley during
the period were wrapping in the Romance of early California.

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Designation — Mav 14, 2009
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Albert Frey (1903-1998) was born into a Europe that lacked the quaint conformity of California. While

his native Switzerland remained neutral through World War I, the economic and social upheaval that

followed reached throughout the continent. The architectural community was moving from the more

imperial style of the Beaux Arts to a more socialist style of the International (Modern) style. Technology

took precedence over ornamentation and men were made equal by the industrial nature of materials

Frey had two advantages when he entered this new world of Architecture; a technical educatlon and the ‘
opportunity to work in the studio of fellow Swiss Architect Charles Edouard Jeape”e,tte Gns more
popularly known as the Modern Master LeCorbusier.

The resurgence of social unrest in 1930’s Europe brought many of the international style Architects,
including Albert Frey, to America. This eventually led Frey to southern California and Palm Springs.
European modernism was taking hold in the southwest and Frey was ready to bring it to Palm Springs.

While his egiLy southern Callfornla work is firmly rooted in the white plaster boxes of the International

stels. »
n{sfg . H

l

s h|s background in European Modernlsm Southern

? § S
: 1 )

| |

é :

eoens st
o

& R

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nomination for Historic Landmark Designation — May 14, 2009




Page 3 of 61

May 14, 2009

County of Riverside

Riverside County Regional Park & Open District
4600 Crestmore Road |

Riverside, CA 92509

Subject: Letter of Consent for Historic Landmark Designation

Project & S,ite'; ,Rehz:iBi&Iit‘ation of the former North Shore Yacht Club
Dear Mr. Keith*Hgﬁfbh: o

Please acknowledge this letter as the formal consent to designate the proposed North Shore Community
Center, formerly known as the North Shore Yacht Club, as a historic landmark. The County of Riverside,
through the Department of Facilities Management, is in the process of rehabilitating this building in
compliance with the U.S. Secretary of Interiors Standards. Included in this are the completed Riverside
County Historic Landmark applicat‘ion form, pertinent information on this facility, overview of the
rehabilitation project for your review and consideration. It is our sincerest intent to preserve the
integrity as well as the historical and architectural value of this building.

We thank you for your support and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Should you have any questions re;ga"r_ding this, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Chuck Waltman
Deputy Director
Design & Constru‘ctiqn,D_iyisivon

County of Riverside Department of Facilities Management
North Shore Yacht Club Nemination for Historic. Landmark Designation — May 14, 2009




