SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: Supervisor Buster and Supervisor Stone SUBMITTAL DATE: October 28, 2010

SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 449.242, An Urgency Interim Ordinance of the County of Riverside

Prohibiting New Residential Subdivisions and New Residential Uses in the Northern and Southern
Santa Rosa Plateau Escarpment Areas.

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Adopt Ordinance No. 449.242;

2. Find that the adoption of Ordinance No. 449.242 is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) as it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that
the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment; and

3. Direct the Clerk of the Board to file a Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk for posting.

BACKGROUND:
(continued on next page)

Bob Bustér, First District Supervisor
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SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 449.242, An Urgency Interim Ordinance of the County of Riverside
Prohibiting New Residential Subdivisions and New Residential Uses in the Northern and
Southern Santa Rosa Plateau Escarpment Areas.

BACKGROUND: (continued)

New residential subdivisions and new residential uses in the Northern and Southern Santa Rosa
Plateau Escarpment Areas (“Escarpment Areas”) pose a current and immediate threat to the
public health, safety and welfare. New residential subdivisions may conflict with a Planning
Department zoning proposal that would increase the existing minimum lot size in the
Escarpment Areas to ten (10) acres and impose hillside development standards. The
development associated with new residential uses may destroy irreplaceable natural resources,
shift existing drainage patterns, increase soil erosion, denude hillsides and scar the natural
landscape in a visually obtrusive manner.

As an emergency measure, this interim zoning ordinance prohibits new residential subdivisions
and new residential uses in the Escarpment Areas for forty-five (45) days and may thereafter be
extended as provided by law. The purpose of this ordinance and any extensions thereafter is to
give the County an opportunity to formulate and adopt regular zoning regulations that ensure
development is compatible with the natural characteristics and topography of the Escarpment
Areas.

Ordinance No. 449.242 is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3) as it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment because it prohibits, rather than
allows, development.
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ORDINANCE NO. 449.242

AN URGENCY INTERIM ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE

PROHIBITING NEW RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS AND

NEW RESIDENTIAL USES IN THE NORTHERN AND

SOUTHERN SANTA ROSA PLATEAU ESCARPMENT AREAS

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside ordains as follows:

Section 1. Pursuant to Section 65858 of the Government Code and section 20.4 of
Ordinance No. 348 and, notwithstanding any provision of Ordinance No. 348 to the contrary, new
residential subdivisions and new residential uses are hereby prohibited in the Northern and Southern
Santa Rosa Plateau Escarpment Areas of Riverside County (“Escarpment Areas”) more particularly
described in Exhibits “A” and “B”, which are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.
Such subdivisions and uses may be in conflict with a contemplated zoning proposal that the Planning
Department is studying and may subject County residents to the adverse effects described in Section 3.
of this ordinance. Until this ordinance, or any extension hereof, expires or is repealed, the County shall
not approve a new residential subdivision or issue a land use approval, grading permit, building permit
or any other entitlement for a new residential use in the Escarpment Areas. As used in this ordinance,

the following terms shall have the following meanings:

a. New Residential Subdivision. Any Tentative Schedule Map A, B, C, D, F,
G or H subdivision as described in Ordinance No. 460 that was not approved prior to the effective date

of this ordinance.

b. New_ Residential Use. Any one-family dwelling, planned residential

development, mobilehome or mobilehome park, the owner of which did not have a vested right to
develop prior to the effective date of this ordinance.

Section 2.  Pursuant to Section 65858 of the Government Code and Section 20.4 of
Ordinance No. 348, this ordinance is hereby declared to be an urgency measure and shall take effect

upon its adoption. It shall be of no further force or effect forty-five (45) days from the date of its
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adoption unless extended pursuant to law. In adopting this ordinance, the Board finds that new
residential subdivisions and new residential uses in the Escarpment Areas pose a current and immediate
threat to the public health, safety and welfare. New residential subdivisions may conflict with the
above-referenced zoning proposal which may increase the existing minimum lot size in the Escarpment
Areas to ten (10) acres and impose hillside development standards. The development associated with
new residential uses may destroy irreplaceable natural resources, shift existing drainage patterns,
increase soil erosion, denude hillsides and scar the natural landscape in a visually obtrusive manner.

Section 3. In adopting this ordinance, the Board reports that measures to alleviate the
condition that led to its adoption will be taken and that such measures shall include, but not be limited
to, the formulation and adoption of regular zoning regulations that ensure development is compatible
with the natural characteristics and topography of the Escarpment Areas.

Section 4. The Clerk shall schedule a public hearing before the Board to consider any
extension of this ordinance which shall normally be at its second regular meeting before expiration of
the initial forty-five (45) day period. The Clerk shall publish notice ten (10) days before the hearing. A
public hearing need not, however, be scheduled if any of the following occurs: a regular zoning
ordinance regulating development in the Escarpment Areas is adopted and effective before such
expiration, this ordinance is repealed, or the Board otherwise orders.
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Section 5. At or before the public hearing on any proposed extension, and at least ten

(10) days prior to the expiration of this ordinance, the Board, in consultation with the Planning Director,

shall issue a written report describing therein all measures taken to alleviate the condition which led to

the adoption of this ordinance.

ATTEST:

KECIA HARPER-IHEM
Clerk of the Board

By

(Deputy)

(SEAL)

APPROVED AS TO FORM
November | 2010

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY
OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BY

Chairman, Board of Supervisors

roace Qo @ T 5D ®\

MICHELLE P. CLACK
Deputy County Counsel
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