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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: Supervisor Marion Ashley SUBMITTAL DATE: April 20, 2011

SUBJECT: Letter of Intent regarding Request for Revocation of the Eligible Scenic Highway
Designation for a 1.12 mile section of Interstate 10 in Cabazon

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors execute the letter of intent,
requesting Caltrans revoke the Eligible Scenic Highway designation for a 1.12 mile section of
Interstate 10 in Cabazon and authorize the Chairman of the Board to sign.

BACKGROUND: California's Scenic Highway Program was created by the Legislature in
1963. The purpose of the Scenic Highway Program is to protect and enhance the natural
scenic beauty of California highways and adjacent corridors, through special conservation
treatment. A highway may be designated scenic depending upon how much of the natural
landscape can be seen by travelers, the scenic quality of the landscape, and the extent to
which development intrudes upon the traveler's enjoyment of the view.

Highways listed in the State Scenic Highway System are either eligible for designation as
scenic highways or have been officially designated. The status of a proposed scenic highway
changes from “eligible” to officially “designated” when the local governing body applies to
Caltrans for scenic highway approval, adopts a Corridor Protection Program, and receives
notification that the highway has been officially designated a Scenic Highway.

(continued on Page 2)
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The Honorable Board of Supervisors

Re: Letter of Intent regarding Request for Revocation of the Eligible Scenic Highway
Designation for a 1.12 mile section of Interstate 10 in Cabazon

April 20, 2011

Currently, the State Scenic Highway system includes Interstate 10 (Route 10) from Route 38
near Redlands to Route 62 near Whitewater. This I-10 corridor is eligible for designation as a
scenic highway but has not been officially designated.

A small stretch of this I-10 corridor no longer meets the State Scenic Highway standards due
to nearby development on the Morongo Indian Reservation and in the County. The section of
highway is from the Fields Road exit (post mile 16.54), which is also the eastern boundary of
the City of Banning, heading easterly to the Apache Trail exit (post mile 17.66) for a total
length of highway of 1.12 miles. Given the amount of development at the Cabazon Outlets and
Morongo Casino on the north side of I-10 and visual intrusions including railroad tracks, an
active gravel pit and numerous existing billboards on the south side of this 1.12 miles section,
this area should no longer be included on the scenic eligible list.

As previously stated this particular corridor has not been officially designated, but there is no
process outlined for removing an eligible section; therefore, the County is proceeding through
the process as if the section has been officially designated. The process is as follows: A Board
of Supervisors may request that Caltrans revoke a designated scenic highway within its
jurisdiction at any time so long as the revocation request is placed on the Board’s agenda at a
public meeting to allow public input. A letter of intent by the Board must then be submitted to
the District Scenic Highway Coordinator.

The proposed letter of intent requests only that the 1.12 mile stretch of 1-10 be de-designated.
It does not affect any other highways in the County. Nor does it alter any General Plan policies
or County ordinances. Once this portion of highway is de-designated, any proposed offsite
outdoor advertising displays would still need to go through the Caltrans and County permitting
and entitement process. In addition, the potential for future public safety messaging displays
would be a valuable benefit to the general public for emergency communications.
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April 26, 2011

Dennis Cadd

CalTRANS Statewide Coordinator, Scenic Highway Program
1120 N Street, MS 28

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Letter of Intent regarding Request for Revocation of Scenic Highway Designation

Dear Mr. Cadd:

Currently, the State Scenic Highway system includes Interstate 10 (Route 10) from
Route 38 near Rediands to Route 62 near Whitewater. This I-10 corridor is eligible for
designation as a scenic highway but has not been officially designated.

A small stretch of this I-10 corridor no longer meets the State Scenic Highway
standards due to nearby development of the Morongo Indian Reservation and in the
County of Riverside. This section of highway is from the Fields Road exit (post mile
16.54), which is also the eastern boundary of the City of Banning, heading easterly to
the Apache Trail exit (post mile 17.66) for a total length of 1.12 miles. Please see the
enclosed map for the specific location.

Given the amount of development at the Cabazon Outlets and Morongo Casino on the
north side and visual intrusions including railroad tracks, an active gravel pit and
numerous existing billboards on the south side of this 1.12 miles section, this area
should no longer be included on the scenic eligible list.
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The Honorable Board of Supervisors

Re: Letter of Intent regarding the Request for Revocation of the Eligible Scenic Highway
Designation

Page 2

The County of Riverside hereby requests that Caltrans remove the “eligible” scenic
highway designation from this 1.12 mile section of Interstate 10 from Fields Road exit
to Apache Trail exit. Development patterns along this section have changed. Due to
moderate intrusion of commercial/retail development and industrial activities, the
character of the area no longer meets the scenic highway criteria.

In accordance with the Scenic Highway Guidelines, this revocation request was placed
on the Board of Supervisors’ April 26, 2011 agenda to allow public input.

If you need additional information, please contact the office of Supervisor Marion
Ashley at (951) 955-1050.

On behalf of the Riverside County Board of Supervisors, thank you for your time and
consideration.

Respectfully,

Supervisor Bob Buster, Chairman

Cc: Ray Dessell, Program Coordinator
Raymond Wolfe, Director, District 8
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