










Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District – Drought Response Activities 

1) Retrofit 

Discretionary water use by the District is limited to our office on Market Street.  The office was 

retrofit in 2011 to serve as a regional demonstration and testing facility for water conservation 

and low impact development:  

a. Water efficient landscaping retrofit (2011) 

b. Waterless urinals (est. 2011) 

c. Low impact development best practices (2011) 

d. Reclaimed water irrigation (2011 – pending availability) 

e. Smart controllers and moisture sensors 

The project was complete in 2012 and has since won several awards.  The project has resulted in 

a net 41% reduction in summertime water use since completion.   

2) Education and Outreach  

The District has been proactive in developing tools to assist residents, developers, water 

resource managers, and local officials address stormwater management, including drought 

preparedness and response. 

a. Existing outreach tools include: 

i. LID Testing and Demonstration education website – provides web based tour of the 

District’s Low Impact Development and Water Conservation Testing and 

Demonstration Facility.  The site provides links to education and technical 

information relevant to those interested in designing or retrofit using low impact 

development concepts. 

 

ii. Stormwater and Water Conservation Tracking Tool – Provides a centralized   

geospatial website for developers, municipal staff, water resource planners and 

other members of the public to access information related to stormwater 

management including information relevant to flood risk management, water 

quality management and stormwater capture.  The tool primarily assists water 

resource managers with planning stormwater capture activities and assists 

developers with identifying flood control and stormwater quality mitigation 

requirements.  The tool will also assist with identifying regional stormwater 

treatment options for developers as these opportunities are identified and 

developed by the District, County and other local agencies. 

 

b. Ongoing Conservation Projects: 

i. The District is also developing a countywide water conservation website that can 

assist residents and businesses with links to Riverside County specific water 

conservation rebates, tools and other information.  Although many residents are 

served by larger, regional water agencies that actively and effectively promote such 

resources; there are also many residents who are served by smaller agencies or that 

may be on wells that do not have ready access to relevant information – particularly 

in portions of rural unincorporated Riverside County.  This website will particularly 

benefit those communities. 



3) Water Conservation Grants – The District has, with the assistance of the Santa Ana Watershed 

Project Authority, the County of Riverside and Rancho California Water District, secured over 

$5,000,000 in water conservation grant funds to Riverside County to date.  Funded projects 

include  

a. $500,000 in funding from the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority’s  Proposition 13 

allotment that supported the development of the District’s Low Impact Development 

and Water Conservation Facility;  

 

b. Over $4,000,000 in Water Conservation, Efficiency and Water Resource Development 

Grants that were secured through the District’s ongoing partnership with the County of 

Riverside and Rancho California Water District to implement the Upper Santa Margarita 

River Watershed Integrated Regional Water Management Program.  The program 

promotes a collaboration of local water resource managers on southwest County water 

resource issues and has been responsible for delivering Proposition 40 and Proposition 

84 Grant funds to the following projects:    

                                                         
With the passage of Proposition 1, the District is hopeful that the Upper Santa Margarita 

River Watershed Integrated Regional Water Management Program will bring an 

additional $8 million dollars in grant funds to the region. 

 

c. The District is also working proactively with other County Departments to compete for 

and secure grant funds from other Integrated Water Resource Management Programs 

such as the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority’s One Water One Watershed 

program.  The District has assisted local agencies in receiving several hundred thousand 

dollars in grant funds for regional stormwater quality programs to date. 

 

 

4) Enhancing the sustainable safe yield of local water resources – The District is also working 

cooperatively with local water agencies to look for opportunities to leverage District facilities to 

assist with increasing the stability and safe yield of local water resources.  As the regional Flood 

Management District, The District owns and operates hundreds of miles of storm drains 

operates dozens of dams, detention basins and other facilities that could be used to capture 

excess stormwater runoff and recharge that water into local groundwater aquifers.  There may 

also be opportunities to re-operate existing dams and detention basins in such a way that they 

can be used to recharge other excess water supplies when they are available (such as excess 

State Project Water and Colorado River water that may be available during times of plenty).  The 

District has been working closely with local water agencies to determine where such 



opportunities may exist.  Efforts including everything from groundwater management studies to 

conjunctive use projects. A cross section of various projects that are currently in various stages 

of development are highlighted below. In addition District Master Drainage Plans also 

proactively consider stormwater conservation and stormwater quality treatment opportunities 

in their development (such as the recently approved Lakeland Village MDP and proposed West 

Desert Hot Springs MDP): 

a. WMWD  

1. Arlington Desalter Expansion 

b. City of Riverside 

1. Monroe Basin Stormwater Capture Project 

2. Mockingbird Reservoir Enhancement Project 

c. City of Corona  

1. Coldwater Canyon groundwater recharge enhancement study 

2. Temescal Groundwater Basin Management Study 

3. Lincoln/Cota Basin Diversion Project 

d. EMWD 

1. San Jacinto River Recharge Basins 

e. LHWD 

1. Bautista Recharge Basin Expansion  

2. Little Lake Basin Recharge Retrofit 

f. EVMWD 

1. Elsinore Line A Basin Expansion 

g. BCVWD  

1. Noble Creek Recharge Basin stormwater capture enhancement 

 


















