
 

 

Photograph 5: Sampling Point 1 – Within the Wetland Looking North Towards Leon Road 

 

 

Photograph 6: Sampling Point 2 – Within the Wetland  



 

Photograph 7: Sampling Point 3 – Non-wetland (upland) - facing southwest towards Clinton Keith Road 

 

 

Photograph 8: Sampling Point 4 – Within the Wetland - facing south  



 

Photograph 9: Culvert Under Los Alamos Road – facing northwest looking at Los Alamos Road 

Photograph 
10: Looking upstream at culvert under Los Alamos Road 

Culvert



 

 

Photograph 11: Double culvert under dirt driveway that conveys flow to French Valley Creek 
downstream – facing south  

 

Photograph 12: Dirt driveway that contains the double culvert which conveys flows to French Valley 
Creek downstream – facing west 



 

Photograph 13: Connectivity to French Valley Creek – Water Flows from Wetland Area, via two Culverts, 
into French Valley Creek 



 



 

Appendix E – MSHCP Consistency Letter and USFWS Biological Opinion 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ( 1  Calsbad Fish and Wildlife Office 
60 10 Hidden Valley Road 
Carlsbad, California 9201 1 
(760) 43 1-9440 
FAX (760) 43 1-5902 .- 961 8 

California Department of Fish &Game 
Eastern Sierra Inland Deserts Region 
3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Ste G220 
Ontario, California 91764 
(909) 484-0459 
FAX (909) 481-2945 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWSICDFG-WRIV-4357.2 

Laurie Dobson Correa 
County of Riverside Transportation Department 
P.O. Box 1090 
Riverside, California 92502 

Subj: Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Consistency Review for 
the Clinton Keith Road Extension from Antelope Road to State Route 79 (SR79), Riverside 
County, California 

Dear Ms. Correa: I . . . ., .. . 
:- . 'I . ,  . .. ~, . 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the California Department of Fish and Game 
(Department), collectively the "Wildlife Agencies," previously provided comments on the subject project 
and consistency with the Wcstern Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) 
in our response to the draft supplemental environmental impact report (Febluary 4,2005; FWStCDFG 
4357.1) and Joint Project Review (November 4,2005; FWSlCDFG 4405.57). The following comments 
are based on information provided in the document titled "Clinton Keith Road Extension Antelope Road to 
State Route 79: Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Consistency" 
revised on August 2006 and on subsequent conversations. We appreciate your extensive coordination with 
the Wildlife Agencies on this project and your good-faith efforts to modify the project to maintain wildlife 
connectivity within the MSHCP Conservation Area. 

, . . . '  , . . " 

The proposed project includes the widening and extension of the existing Clinton Keith Road between 
Interstate 215 to SR79. The section between Antelope Road and SR79 will be a new road. On 
completion, Clinton Keith will be a six-lane road with a median, shoulders, and sidewalks. Other project 
components include 2 bridges, a wildlife overcrossing, detention basins, and new and improved local 
access roads and driveways. 

Consistency with Cell Criteria 

The proposed project is a Covered Activity in the Criteria Area. Impacts £rom Covered Activities are 
anticipated within Criteria Cells, but it is important to examine the Cell Criteria to ensure that the amount 
and location of actual project impacts are consistent with what conservation was estimated and that 
connectivity between the different cell groups is maintained. 

The Clinton Keith Road extension will run eastlwest through the middle of Proposed Core (PC) 2 and turn 
south along the eastern boundary of PC 2. The new road will cross Proposed Constmined Linkage (PCL) 
18 near the eastern boundary of PC 2 before connecting with SR79. PC 2 provides core habitat to a wide 
variety of species and is particularly important for the Quino checkerspot butterfly. Because of the large 
number of Covered Activities in PC 2, it is important to maintain connectivity within the Core and to 
minimize the effects of Covered Activities on the swounding environment. PCL 18 is designed to 
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provide live in and movement habitat for species such as the bobcat and Los Angeles pocket mouse, 
connecting PC 2 with Proposed Extension of Existing Core 7. Based on our review, we agree that the 
proposed project is consistent with the Cell Criteria. The location and size of the proposed project are 
similar to what was anticipated in the MSHCP, and, as described below, adequate provisions appear to be 
in place to ensure connectivity within PC 2 and between PC 2 and PCL 18. 

Connectivity within Conserved Lands and Guidelines for Roads in Criteria Area 

The wildlife crossings incotporated into the proposed project appear to be appropriately designed and 
spaced and consistent with the guidelines provided by the MSHCP. The overpass, 36;inch diameter 
culverts, and bridge over Warm Springs Creek should maintain connectivity between the northern and 
southern portions of PC 2. Los Alamos Road is an existing dirt road that runs roughly parallel and south 
of the future Clinton Keith extension, but contains no bridges or overcrossings. During project 
development, the Senrice expressed concern that a high traffic load on Los Alamos could negate the 
benefits of the bridge and overcrossings on Clinton Keith Road. However, we have been informed that 
there are no plans to improve Los Alamos and that traffic load on Los Alamos is expected to be light 
following project completion, so wildlife will be able to cross Los Alamos at grade. 

The planned bridge over French Valley Creek should provide connectivity between PC 2 and PCL 18 and 
accommodate movement of bobcat and Los Angeles pocket mouse, the Planning Species identified for 
PCL 18. Briggs Road runs just west and parallel to the north/south stretch of Clinton Keith Road. 
According to the information provided, future improvements to Briggs Road include the construction of 
six concrete box culverts (six feet high by fourteen feet wide) at French Valley Creek immediately west of 
the bridge over French Valley Creek. Although we are not currently proriding MSHCP consistency 
review for improvements to Briggs Road, it is worth noting that the MSHCP requires that b r e  
improvements to Briggs Road include a "span facility 6ver Warm Springs Creek" (MSHCP p. 7-29) as 
opposed to concrete box culverts. 

Monitoring of Wildlve Undercrossings and Overcrossing 

Under the Terms and Conditions of the MSHCP permit, the Monitoring Program Administrator of the 
Western Riverside County Resource Consenration Agency (RCA) is responsible for monitoring and 
analyzing the effectiveness of wildlife movement features for target species in wordination with the 
Resource Agencies. Effective monitoring of the wildlife movement features at this location is essential, as 
this stretch of road will include first wildlife overcrossing constructed in southern California, and there is 
much to be learned about the use of the different facilities by wildlife, including the Quino checkerspot 
butterfly. 

Additional Survey Needs and Procedures 

The proposed project is within the survey area fw burrowing owl and Los Angeles pocket mouse. Focused 
surveys in 2004 were negative for burrowing owls, burrows, or sign. Focused surveys for Los Angeles 
pocket mouse pocket in 2003 wcrc also negative, but since the timing of the survey coincided with the 
general time that hibernation is beginning, the results from this survey are not definitive. In general, the 
habitat appears to be low quality for Los Angeles pocket mouse because the soils are somewhat 
compacted, and vegetation was more dense than habitats typically used by this species. Nevertheless, 
because the previous survey was not definitive, the County has agreed to conduct focused trapping for the 
Los Angeles pocket mouse in 2007. If the Los Angeles pocket mouse is found in the future surveys, the 
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County will work with the Wildlife Agencies to ensure that impacts to potential hahitat are avoided or to 
develop a biologically equivalent or superior preservation alternative for this species if impacts are 
unavoidable. 

Protection of Narrow Endemic Plant Species and Plant Species in the Criteria Area Survey 

The proposed project is within theNarrow Endemic Plant Species S w e y  Area 4 and the Criteria Area 
Species Survey Area 4, but focused surveys in Spring of 2003 for identified plant species were negative. 

Riparian/Riwrine and Vernal pool ~ o l i q b  

Of the riparidriverine species that require additional sweys, the project area contains potential habitat 
for only least Bell's vireo and southwestern willow flycatcher. Focused surveys for these species were 
conducted in 2003 and were negative. 

The proposed project will temporarily impact 0.25 acre and permanently impact 0.86 acre (including 
potential shading effects to 0.30 acre) of riparidriverine resources, including unvegetated wash, mulefat 
scrub, willow woodland, and upland vegetation (Riversidean sage scrub and grasslands) along the sides of 
the smaller tributaries. 

Determination ofBiologimlly Equivalen t or Superior Preservation (DBESP) 

To offset the anticipated impacts to riparidriverine resources, the County has proposed to fund removal 
of 3.0 acres of arundo and other non-native invasive aquatic plant species through the Mission 
Conservation District in-lieu fee program, which operates in the Santa Margarita Watershed and to restore 
temporarily impactedriparianlriverine habitat in the project footprint. However, at the Wildlife Agencies' 
request, the County has agreed to work with the RCA and the Wildlife Agencies to identify potential 
restoration opportunities on recently-acquired MSHCP Reserve lands in the Warm Springs area. 
Restoration of identified locations in Warm Springs would replace some or all of the restoration committed 
to though the Mission Conservation Dishict in-lieu fee propam. A restoration plan for areas identified in 
the Warm Springs area will be developed in coordination with the Wildlife Agencies. 

The restoration of temporarily impacted habitat in the project footprint will be conducted consistent with a 
habitat restoration plan submitted to the Wildlife Agencies for review and approval. 

In addition, the County will implement the minimization measures and Best Management Practices 
described in the MSHCP to minimize potential impacts to nesting birds and to riparianlriverine resources. 

We agree that with the proposed measures described above, the project is consistent with the MSHCP's 
riparidriverine policy. Connectivity along riparian corridors will be maintained, temporary impacts will 
be restored, and permanent impacts will be offset through habitat restoration at a ratio of over three acres 
restored for each acre impacted. Although the Department is commenting in terms of the project as it 
relates to MSIICP, a Streambed Alteration Agreement is still required and appropriate mitigation for 
stream impacts should be coordinated with the appropriate representative at the Department. 
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Conclusion 

With the commitment to repeat surveys for Los Angeles pocket mouse in 2007 and work with the Wildlife 
Agencies to ensure that impacts to potential habitat are avoided or to develop a DBESP for this species if 
impacts are unavoidable, we agree that the p~oposed project is consistent with the MSHCP. However, 
please be advised that additional requirements may be necessary under other State and Federal Permits and 
this finding pertains solely to consistency under the MSHCP. 

We appreciate your coordination on this project. If you have any questions regarding this review, please 
contact Jonathan Snyder of the Service at (760) 431-9440 x307 or Leslie MacNair of the Deparhnent at 
(949) 458-1 754. 

Sincerely, 

Karen A. Goebel 
Assistant Field Supervisor 
Carlshad Fish and Wildlife Service 

Leslie MacNair 
Staff Environmental Scientist 
Califomia Department of Fish and Game 

cc: 
Joe Richards, Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority, Riverside, CA 
Stephanie Hall, U.S. .4r@ Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles, California 
Adam Fischer, Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana, Califomia 
Jeff Brandt, California Deparhnent of Fish and Game, Ontario, California 
Yvonne Moore, Monitoring Program Administrator, Riverside, Califomia 



















 

Appendix F – Field Data Sheets  
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