








ATTACHMENT A

DVD with the December 8 2015 Final Supplemental Response to Comments and
Complete Errata

FORM 11 Final Adoption of GPA No 960 Climate Action Plan Certification of EIR No 521
December 8 2015



ATTACHMENT B

Resolution No 2015 259 Certifying Program EIR No 521 and Approving the Riverside
County Climate Action Plan

FORM 11 Final Adoption of GPA No 960 Climate Action Plan Certification of EIR No 521
December 8 2015



1 Board of Supervisors County of Riverside

2 RESOLUTION NO 2015259

3 CERTIFYING PROGRAM EIR NO 521 AND APPROVING THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY CLIMATE

4 ACTION PLAN

5 WHEREAS pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Section 65350 et seq a public

6 hearing was held before the Riverside County Board of Supervisors Board in Riverside California on

7 November 10 2015 to consider the Riverside County General Plan Update Project and Riverside County

8 Climate Action Plan and before the Riverside County Planning Commission in Riverside California on

9 August 19 2015 and September 16 2015 and in Coachella California on August 26 2015 and

10 WHEREAS all the procedures of the California Environmental Quality Act CEQA and the

11 Riverside County CEQA Implementing Procedures have been satisfied and Environmental Impact

12 Report No 521 EIR No 521 prepared in connection with General Plan Amendment No 960 and the

13 Riverside County Climate Action Plan referred to herein as the Project is sufficiently detailed so that

14 all the potentially significant effects of the Project on the environment and measures necessary to avoid

15 or substantially lessen such effects have been evaluated in accordance with the above referenced Act

16 and Rules and

17 WHEREAS pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15151 the evaluation of environmental

18 effects is to be completed in light of what is reasonably feasible and

J Q 19 WHEREAS the Project involves broad land use policies to guide the future growth of the Project
wo

z cs 20 Area The Project does not authorize site specific construction ground disturbance or any other specific

U 21 development Therefore a program level EIR was prepared to analyze the Projects potential

z22 environmental impacts As permitted by State CEQA Guidelines section 15168 subsequent
D

0 w 23 implementing activities will be examined in Tight of this program level EIR to determine what level of
W O

0 j 24 additional CEQA review may be required and
z

0 25 WHEREAS Riverside County Planning Department circulated a Notice of Preparation NOP for a

26 30day public review period commencing April 13 2009 and held two public scoping meetings asO 5
LL CO

27 follows Monday April 27 2009 at Riverside Countys Planning Department office in Palm Desert and

28 Monday May 4 2009 at the County of Riverside Administrative Center in Riverside In addition to the
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1 various CEQA consultations conducted as part of this Project a new General Plan Advisory Committee

2 GPAC was appointed by the Board to represent the various interests of the public and interested

3 parties throughout Riverside County Both the CEQA and GPAC processes were used to solicit public

4 input and to identify areas of public controversy and the concerns of a variety of public agencies and

5 interested parties During the period from October 2008 to October 2009 GPAC meetings were held

6 roughly every six weeks At these meetings sections of the proposed Project eg proposed General

7 Plan revisions deletions or additions were discussed and committee members voted on a group

8 recommendation to go to the Planning Commission and the Board for consideration and

9 WHEREAS the County Planning Department prepared a Draft Program EIR No 521 State

10 Clearinghouse No 2009041065 to analyze the Project The Draft Program EIR No 521 was circulated for

11 public review and comment as specified in the State CEQA Guidelines for an extended 60day period

12 May 1 2014 through June 30 2014 Public comments were received by Planning However due to the

13 nature of the comments received on EIR No 521 the document was amended and recirculated for

14 public review and comment as specified in the State CEQA Guidelines for 45 days from February 21

15 2015 through April 6 2015 Due to the recirculation of the document per section 150885fthe

16 comments received during the 2014 circulation of the document are part of the public record however

17 the comments were not formally responded to The comments received during the 2015 recirculation of

18 the document have been formally responded to as outlined in the State CEQA Guidelines section 15088

19 The Project Final Program EIR Responses to Comments document dated August 2015 the Responses

20 also provides further discussion regarding the Draft EIR notification and the purposes of the Program

21 EIR and

22 WHEREAS the matter was discussed fully with testimony and documentation presented by the

23 public and affected government agencies now therefore

24 BE IT RESOLVED FOUND DETERMINED AND ORDERED by the Board of Supervisors County of

25 Riverside in regular session assembled on December 8 2015 that

26 A The Project involves the entire County of Riverside County which encompasses 7295

27 square miles that stretch across 200 miles of California from the eastern edge of the Los

28 Angeles metropolitan basin to the Colorado River The County is bounded by Orange County
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1 on the west San Bernardino County to the north the State of Arizona to the east and San

2 Diego and Imperial Counties to the south Riverside County is the fourth largest county in

3 California

4 B Of the roughly 46 million acres within the County approximately 10 falls within the 28

5 incorporated cities of the County The remaining portions include unincorporated County

6 lands as well as lands outside of the Countys jurisdiction such as military bases National

7 Forests state lands and Indian Reservations The western third of the County is the most

8 heavily populated region and contains roughly 85 of the Countystotal population The

9 eastern two thirds of the County contain the remaining 15 with most of the population

10 concentrated in the Coachella Valley region

11 C The General Plan Amendment GPA No 960 and the County of Riverside Climate Action Plan

12 were considered concurrently at the public hearings along with EIR No 521

13 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors that it has reviewed the Climate Action

14 Plan CAP and the analysis of the CAP within EIR No 521 The CAP has been developed in order for the

15 County of Riverside to remain in compliance with the State of California AB 32 Greenhouse Gas GHG
16 Reduction Target which requires a reduction of GHG emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2020 The

17 CAP as proposed and analyzed in EIR No 521 contains an analysis of the baseline GHG emissions of the

18 County and then proposed implementation measures in order to meet the AB 32 Reduction Target The

19 CAP as approved requires regular updates to the document to ensure implementation of the GHG

20 reduction measures These updates would occur as proposed in 2017 2020 and beyond The CAP as

21 analyzed in EIR No 521 would aid to reduce GHG emissions produced by development accommodated

22 by GPA No 960 The CAP in conjunction with EIR No 521 have been developed in conformance with the

23 State CEQA Guidelines section150644which requires agencies to evaluate and mitigate GHG emissions

24 within EIR documents

25 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors that the following environmental issues

26 associated with the Riverside County General Plan Update are determined to have no environmental

27 impacts in consideration of existing regulations

28
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1 A Mineral Resources

2 1 Impacts Impact414AResult in the Loss of Availability of Delineated Locally Important

3 Minerals

4 The Riverside County General Plan does not contain any locally important mineral

5 resource recovery sites and the Project does not propose to change this

6 determination For this reason the Riverside County General Plan will not result in

7 Toss of the availability of a locally important mineral source recovery site

8 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41418

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors that the following environmental impacts

10 associated with the Riverside County General Plan Update are determined to be less than significant in

11 consideration of existing regulations

12 A Land Use

13 1 Impacts Impact42APhysically Divide an Established Community

14 Future development accommodated by the Project would increase rural suburban

15 and urban uses in Riverside County However none of the proposed changes

16 accommodated by GPA No 960 are in a location or of an extent that would physically

17 divide an established community Compliance with existing State and County

18 regulatory programs Riverside County ordinances and existing and proposed General

19 Plan policies would further reduce the already insignificant impact to communities

20 State and County regulations include the Subdivision Map Act CGC Section 66410 et

21 seq as well as the Countys numerous ordinances as outlined in Section 423

22 Existing and proposed General Plan policies that pertain to Impact 42A include

23 several Land Use Policies Circulation Policies and Multipurpose Open Space Policies

24 which address various facets of land use planning and regulation within the County of

25 Riverside as related to avoiding the physical division of an established community

26 refer to page 4243

27 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4242

28
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1 2 Impacts Impact 42BConflict With Environmental Land Use Policies Intended to Avoid

2 or Mitigate an Environmental Effect

3 The changes proposed by GPA No 960 intend to clarify existing policies correct errors

4 and oversights and provide guidance where appropriate to further the physical

5 development and growth of Riverside County As such the Project contains new and

6 revised policies maps and data intended to clarify and enhance not conflict with the

7 Riverside County General Plan Riverside County ordinances and other regulatory

8 programs including those items adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an

9 environmental effect This impact would be less than significant

10 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4244

11 3 Impacts Impact 42C Conflict With Any Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural

12 Community Conservation Plan

13 The Project does not include any General Plan changes that would preclude or hinder

14 the Habitat Conservation Plans HCPs or Natural Community Conservation Plans

15 NCCPs in effect within Riverside County Additionally future development

16 accommodated by the proposed General Plan changes would be required to comply

17 with all applicable HCP requirements and fully analyze avoid and develop adequate

18 mitigation for any significant biological effects prior to project approval or

19 construction As such the Project would not conflict with any applicable HCP or NCCP

20 and a less than significant impact is anticipated

21 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4246

22 B Population and Housing

23 1 Impacts Impact43AInduce Direct or Indirect Population Growth

24 Future development consistent with the Project would affect population growth both

25 directly and indirectly Overall in terms of direct growth the Projects land use

26 changes would serve to limit and slightly reduce the development capacity of
27 Riverside County yielding 14 less population growth than that projected for the

28 existing General Plan Projected reductions in dwelling units 20 and in particular
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1 jobs which would be reduced by 56 would also indirectly limit population growth

2 Thus overall growth rates associated with the Project would not be increased over

3 those proposed and planned for in the existing General Plan Overall the Project

4 represents a reduction in population growth forecasts both compared to the existing

5 General Plan and to current SCAG 2008 RTP projections Since the Projectsbuildout

6 projections are for less population housing and jobs than forecast under the existing

7 General Plan and existing regional plans SCAG RTP etc Project impacts on

8 population growth both direct and indirect would be less than significant Moreover

9 compliance with existing General Plan policies would further reduce the already

10 insignificant impact associated with population growth Existing and proposed

11 General Plan policies that pertain to Impact 43A include several Land Use and

12 Circulation policies which address various facets of population and housing related to

13 direct and indirect population growth refer to page 4318 For these reasons GPA

14 No 960 would result in less than significant impacts to direct or indirect population

15 growth

16 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4316 and 4318

17 2 Impacts Impact43BDisplace Residential Units

18 The Project includes revisions to the existing General Plan that would affect the future

19 development capacity of Riverside County Future development pressure could result

20 in redevelopment of existing uses particularly in rural areas eg agricultural lands

21 and largelot rural residential and on under utilized urban and suburban parcels

22 However aerial analysis indicates that none of the areas proposed for land use

23 changes under GPA No 960 contain substantial numbers of existing houses whose

24 Toss would necessitate construction of replacement housing elsewhere Thus the

25 Projectseffects on existing housing would be less than significant Moreover

26 compliance with existing General Plan policies would further reduce this already

27 insignificant impact to housing inventory Existing General Plan policies include

28 Policies LU 81 and 94 which ensure that future development be developed in a
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1 balanced manner and allow clustering to facilitate growth without adversely affecting

2 sensitive receptors Also Policy C 24 requires new development including residential

3 to provide necessary circulation improvements to ensure adequate levels of service

4 Policy C 79 ensures that future development which includes residential does not

5 impinge upon lands needed for future circulation infrastructure For these reasons

6 GPA No 960 would have a Tess than significant impact in regards to displacing

7 residential units

8 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4318

9 3 Impacts Impact 43CDisplace People

10 The Project includes revisions to the existing General Plan that would affect the future

11 development capacity of Riverside County and future development pressure could

12 result in redevelopment of existing uses particularly in rural areas egagricultural

13 lands and large lot rural residential and on under utilized urban and suburban

14 parcels However none of the areas proposed for land use changes under GPA No

15 960 contain substantial numbers of existing homes whose loss would displace

16 substantial numbers of residents Thus the projectseffects on residents would be

17 less than significant

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4319

19 C Agricultural and Forestry Resources

20 1 Impacts Impact45CAdversely Affect Forest Lands and Forestry Uses

21 In Southern California including Riverside County climate and topography limit the

22 types and locations of forest lands and their potential for commercial or industrial

23 timber utilization Accordingly there are no existing or currently proposed zoning of

24 forest land timberland or Timberland Production Zones within the county and the

25 Project would not conflict with any of these Woody biomass removal a type of

26 forestry utilized by utility companies and forest management agencies for fire safety

27 purposes occurs in Riverside County but not within fixed locations Nevertheless

28 forest lands do occur in scattered locations within the County Hence future
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1 development accommodated by the land use and policy changes proposed by the

2 Project has the potential to result in loss or conversion of forest land to non forest

3 uses or result in other changes in the existing environment which due to their

4 location or nature could result in forest land conversion as well Further growth

5 accommodated and facilitated by the Project would indirectly result in additional

6 development and infrastructure demand that would create additional potential for

7 forest land conversion or the encroachment of incompatible uses Compliance with

8 existing and proposed State and County regulations and policies would ensure

9 forestry impacts are less than significant State and County regulations include the

10 California Practice Act which protects forest lands and forestry resources within

11 Riverside County by requiring all applicable projects to comply with applicable State

12 Forest Practice Act rules and regulations and Ordinance No 559 which regulates the

13 removal of trees Applicable policies that would ensure development impacts on

14 forest lands including their conversion to non forest uses include Policies OS 81 and

15 82 which would aid in the protection of Riverside Countysnatural resources and

16 habitat lands including those of the MSHCPs Policy OS 94 reduces potential adverse

17 impacts to woodlands by promoting the conservation of oak tree resources within the

18 County New Policy LU 68 would directly prevent Toss of valuable forest lands and

19 timber resources by specifying when compliance with State of California forestry

20 regulations and the Riverside County tree removal ordinance shall be required

21 Lastly it specifies a minimum of 11 tree replacement ratio for mature trees lost New

22 Policy LU 76 would require that proposed developments buffer and or maintain a

23 natural edge when directly adjacent to National Forests in order to protect forests

24 from urban interface conflicts and edge effects For these reasons GPA No 960 will

25 not significantly adversely affect forest lands and forestry uses

26 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4529

27

28
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1 D Biological Resources

2 1 Impacts Impact48EConflict with Adopted Habitat Conservation Plans

3 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

4 and urban uses in Riverside County including areas covered by adopted HCPs in

5 particular the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

6 WRCMSHCP and the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

7 CV MSHCP Policies within the General Plan specifically require compliance with

8 existing MSHCPs to ensure that that there are no conflicts with local biological

9 resource protections In addition future development accommodated by GPA No

10 960 would be required to demonstrate compliance with additional federal State and

11 County regulations including the Migratory Bird Treaty Act the Natural Community

12 Conservation Planning Act and the Stephens Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan

13 refer to page 4894 Existing and proposed General Plan policies that pertain to

14 Impact 48E include several Circulation and Open Space policies that would lessen

15 conflict with the provisions of an adopted HCP Natural Community Conservation

16 Plan or other approved local regional or State HCP refer to page 4895

17 Compliance with the provisions of these MSHCPs in addition to the federal State and

18 County regulations and General Plan policies listed above would ensure that future

19 development accommodated by GPA No 960 is consistent with the plans and that

20 this impact is less than significant

21 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4893 through 4895

22 2 Impacts Impact 48F Conflict with Local Biological Resource Protections Policies or

23 Ordinances

24 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

25 and urban uses in Riverside County In some locations this could result in conflicts

26 with local policies and ordinances protecting biological resources such as Riverside

27 CountysOak Tree Management Guidelines for example Riverside County Ordinance

28 No 559 regulating the removal of oak trees would also prevent conflict with local
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1 biological resource regulations Further Policies OS 93 and 94 would reduce conflicts

2 between development and oak trees and forest resources by providing for the

3 maintenance and preservation of natural trees and vegetation including oak trees for

4 ecosystem aesthetic and water conservation purposes Compliance with existing

5 laws federal State and County regulatory programs Riverside County Ordinance No

6 559 and General Plan policies would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is Tess

7 than significant For these reasons GPA No 960 would have less than significant

8 impacts to local biological resource protection policies or ordinances

9 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4895 through 4896

10 E Cultural and Paleontological Resources

11 1 Impacts Impact 49C Cause the Destruction of Unique Paleontological Resources or

12 Sites

13 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

14 and urban uses in Riverside County and could result directly or indirectly in

15 destruction of unique paleontological resources or sites or unique geological features

16 However less than 19 of the land proposed for development under GPA No 960 is

17 considered to be in areas of high paleontological sensitivity Site specific investigation

18 of paleontological resources is beyond the scope of EIR No 521 However compliance

19 with existing laws General Plan policies Planning Department procedures and

20 projectlevel general conditions of approval for paleontological resources would be

21 sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than significant Several federal State and

22 County regulations would prevent significant impacts to paleontological resources or

23 sites or unique geologic features including compliance with the Paleontological

24 Resources Preservation Act actions by the US Army Corps of Engineers including

25 those outlined in Appendix C of Title 33 CFR Section 325 and the regulation of

26 paleontological resources pursuant to Californias Public Resources Code PRC

27 Sections 5097 50975and 30244 The policies that would prevent significant impacts

28 to paleontological resources or unique geologic features include Policy OS 197which
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1 ensures projects with low paleontological sensitivity are adequately reviewed should

2 fossils be encountered during site development and that projects are appropriately

3 conditioned to comply with applicable state and federal regulations Policies OS 196

4 and 198 ensure that projects are adequately reviewed for paleontological resources

5 prior to approval that appropriate mitigation measures are developed and

6 incorporated into project design and project conditions of approval and that projects

7 are appropriately conditioned to comply with applicable state and federal regulations

8 Policy OS 199 ensures that the Riverside County Geologist directs newly found

9 paleontological resources to a facility within Riverside County for their curation For

10 these reasons GPA No 960 would have a less than significant impact to unique

11 paleontological resources or sites

12 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 4943 through 4945

13 F Flood and Dam Inundation Hazards

14 1 Impacts Impact411CExpose People or Structures to Flooding Risks Including Flooding

15 Due to Dam or Levee Failure

16 Future development accommodated by the Project may result in placement of

17 structures including habitable ones within dam inundation zones alluvial fan

18 flooding zones and other areas of potential flood hazard Such development would be

19 at greater risk of flood hazards should a dam levee debris basin or other critical flood

20 control structure fail As a result existing people structures and property as well as

21 those introduced as a result of GPA No 960 could be exposed to increased flooding

22 risks due to failure of flood control structures Compliance with existing laws

23 regulatory programs and General Plan policies would be sufficient to ensure that this

24 impact does not rise to a level of significance Federal State and County regulations

25 that would address impacts related to dam inundation and other types of flood

26 control improvements and safety include but are not limited to Ordinance No 458

27 as it pertains to standards for flood control structures as well as Ordinances No

28 348 457 659 and 461 Several existing and proposed General Plan Safety policies
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1 would mitigate impacts related to dam inundation and flooding hazards to a less than

2 significant impact refer to page 411 58 for a full text of these measures For these

3 reasons GPA No 960 would have a less than significant impact regarding exposing

4 people or structures to flooding risks

5 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41157 through 41158

6 2 Impacts Impact 411D Cause the Adverse Alteration of Drainage Patterns or

7 Substantially Increase Surface Runoff

8 Development consistent with GPA No 960 would alter drainage patterns streams and

9 river courses in some cases substantially It would also cause increases in surface

10 runoff through the introduction of non permeable surfaces roofs pavement roads

11 etc If not properly managed this would cause hydrological changes that could

12 expose existing people structures and property as well as those introduced by the

13 Project to increased flooding risks Any development accommodated by GPA No 960

14 would be subject to federal State and County regulations that would ensure

15 potential adverse effects associated with potential flooding resulting from urban

16 runoff would be Tess than significant These include compliance with Clean Water Act

17 Section 404 which ensures projects submit to the Army Corps proof that a

18 development would not result in any illegal fill of the waters of the US and the

19 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System which requires construction sites

20 greater than oneacre to prepare a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program

21 General Plan policies S 44 S 45 S 47 S 48 S 49 and S 410 would further prevent

22 impacts related to drainage pattern and runoff alterations that could cause flooding

23 refer to page 411 60 Compliance with the abovementioned existing laws federal

24 State and County regulatory programs and General Plan policies would be sufficient

25 to ensure that this impact is less than significant

26 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41158 through 41160

27

28
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1 G Geology and Soils

2 1 Impacts Impact412DExpose People or Structures to Substantial Adverse Effects Due to

3 Landslides

4 Landslides and rockfall can occur throughout Riverside County as a result of seismic

5 activity and other natural processes as well as resulting from human activity Future

6 development within Riverside County accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase

7 the potential for structures and facilities in areas susceptible to landslides or rockfall

8 Title 24 California Building Standards Code would aid in avoiding or reducing

9 potentially significant impacts to landslides or rockfall as a result of GPA No 960

10 Riverside County policies that have been identified to lessen the potential for

11 property Toss injury or death resulting from landslides or rockfall including Policies S

12 25 through S 28 which minimize the effects of landslides and rockfall on new

13 development and infrastructure to less than significant levels Policies S 31 through S

14 37 require landslide potential hazard management zones including geotechnical and

15 geologic investigations site stability evaluations and design recommendations as well

16 as adequate mitigation against potential hazardous slope conditions Proposed

17 Revised Policies S 22 through S 24 minimize the effects of landslides and rockfall on

18 new development and infrastructure to less than significant levels Other General

19 Plan polices that would also contribute to avoiding reducing or minimizing rockfall

20 and landslide risks include S 387778 and 711 refer to Section 412 Geology and

21 Soils for the full text of these measures Compliance with the abovementioned

22 State and County regulations in addition to existing laws and General Plan policies

23 would reduce potential landslide and rockfall impacts to less than significant levels

24 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page41240 through 41241

25 2 Impacts Impact412FResult in Development on Unstable Geological Units orSoils

26 Unstable geological units and soils occur throughout Riverside County Additionally

27 both natural and human activities have the potential to cause geologic instability If

28 improperly engineered or constructed some types of development particularly those
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1 involving heavy loads concrete dams for example or affecting subsurface water

2 levels eg groundwater pumping or replenishment facilities have an increased

3 potential to cause ground or soil failures These types of failures are in addition to

4 those triggered by seismic events Future development accommodated by GPA No

5 960 would increase the potential for landslides liquefaction lateral spreading and

6 subsidence as a result of placement on unstable geological units or soils However all

7 future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would be required to

8 demonstrate compliance with Title 24 of the California Building Code which

9 addresses construction of structures and facilities in areas subject to subsidence and

10 lateral spreading Several existing General Plan Safety policies would ensure future

11 development neither causes unstable geology or soils nor introduces people and

12 property to sites at significant risk of such Refer to page 41246 for a full discussion

13 of these policies Compliance with existing State and County regulations in addition to

14 existing laws and General Plan policies discussed above would reduce potential

15 impacts related to development on or affected by unstable geological units or soil

16 Compliance with these would ensure that future development accommodated by the

17 Project would have a less than significant impact

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page412 45 through 41246

19 3 Impacts Impact 412HResult in Development on Soils Incapable of Supporting Septic

20 Tanks or Alternative Wastewater Disposal Systems

21 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 particularly in areas outside of

22 existing water and sewer service providers would increase the potential for

23 placement of structures and facilities in areas where soils are incapable of adequately

24 supporting septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems However several

25 existing laws State and County regulations would ensure potential impacts

26 associated with these types of soils are avoided or reduced to a less than significant

27 level including those outlined in the California Building Standard Code Part 2

28 Volume CBC Chapters 18 and 18A Soils and Foundations Chapters 16 and 16A
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1 Structural Design and Chapters 17 and 17A Structural Tests and Special

2 Inspections Additionally Policy S 33 would further reduce the impact associated

3 with wastewater disposal systems such as septic tanks and other facilities Due to the

4 abovementioned existing laws State and County regulations and Riverside County

5 policies addressing sewer requirements potential impacts associated with these types

6 of soils would be avoided or reduced to less than significant levels

7 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page41248 through 41249

8 H Hazardous Materials and Safety

9 1 Impacts Impact413ACreate a Significant Hazard Through the Routine Transport Use

10 ofDisposal of Hazardous Materials

11 Future development accommodated by the Project would increase rural suburban

12 and urban uses in Riverside County which could result in some adverse effects from

13 facilities that transport use or dispose of hazardous materials However several

14 existing federal State and County regulations would further prevent significant

15 impacts related to routine handling of hazardous materials as a result of GPA No 960

16 including compliance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response

17 Compensation and Liability Act CERCLA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

18 RCRA Hazardous Materials Transportation Act HMTA Hazardous Waste Control

19 Law HWCL CCR Title 22 and Title 26 as well as Riverside County Ordinances No

20 612 No 651 No 718 and No 348 Further existing General Plan Policy 5 73

21 requires all entities that handle hazardous materials to take the necessary actions

22 such as installing hazardous material detection devices alternative communication

23 systems etc in preparation for possible hazardous material accidents New Policies S

24 61 enforces the policies and programs prescribed within the County of Riverside

25 Hazardous Waste Management plan which includes but is not limited to requiring

26 compliance with federal and state laws pertaining to the management of hazardous

27 wastes and materials and active public participation in hazardous waste management

28 Policy S 71 ensures that the Countys Emergency Services Response Plan and the
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1 MultiJurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan are reviewed for considerations that

2 would strengthen the plans The policy also encourages the maintenance of mutual

3 aid agreements with federal state local agencies and the private sector that would

4 assist in hazardous materials response Policy LU 79 requires buffering be used to

5 mitigate any potential hazardous materials impacts on urban uses from adjacent solid

6 waste disposal facilities Compliance with the abovementioned existing federal State

7 and County laws regulatory programs and General Plan policies would be sufficient

8 to ensure that this impact is less than significant

9 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41380

10 2 Impacts Impact 413BCause a Significant Hazard Through the Accidental Release of

11 Hazardous Materials

12 Future development accommodated by the Project would increase the number of

13 people and properties potentially at risk for upsets or accidental hazmat releases

14 However while the potential for accidental explosion or release of hazardous

15 substances from existing and future industries transportation or disposal within

16 Riverside County exists it is not nor would it be any higher than is typical for any

17 other region of Southern California Within Riverside County the highest probabilities

18 for inadvertent releases of hazardous substances are through a vehicular accident on

19 heavily traveled freeways during remediation or grading of a contaminated site or

20 from an industrial accident at a facility that handles large amounts of hazardous

21 materials There are a number of federal laws that regulate hazardous materials

22 including federal laws such as SARA addressing Superfund sites RCRA and HMTA for

23 hazardous waste disposal tracking and transportation OSHA TSCA and the federal

24 Clean Air Act Implementation of and compliance with CCR Titles 22 26 and 27 as

25 well as Riverside County Ordinances No 615 617 651 718 and 348 Further existing

26 General Plan Policies S 72 and S 73 as well as new Policies S 61 S 71 and S 79

27 would also help further lower potential risks or impacts of hazardous materials on

28 future land uses trails roads and other minor changes proposed by GPA No 960
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1 refer to the discussion under Impact413Aabove Compliance with existing County

2 regulatory programs and General Plan policies would be sufficient to ensure that this

3 impact is less than significant For these reasons no significant impacts from the

4 accidental release of hazardous materials within Riverside County are anticipated as a

5 result of the proposed project with implementation of existing laws and regulations

6 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41382 through 41383

7 3 Impacts Impact 413C Result in Hazardous Emissions or Related Hazards Within One

8 Quarter Mile of a School

9 Within Riverside County there are 25 separate school districts for primary grades K

10 12 four Community College Districts and a number of public and private colleges and

11 universities While no schools would be planned or built under GPA No 960 the

12 eventual buildout of the General Plan would require additional schools one or more

13 schools of which may be located in the vicinity of a major hazmat site In addition

14 school sites themselves contain hazardous materials of various types such as

15 pesticides paints cleaners and other commonly used substances The use of such

16 materials is governed by the schools and various regulations The General Plan

17 contains policies designed to protect the public and properties against hazardous

18 material risks However the siting of school facilities is determined by individual

19 school districts based on criteria established by the California Department of

20 Education CDOE While Riverside County can regulate the location of industrial uses

21 within unincorporated areas it cannot control the actions of individual school districts

22 within the county or the CDOE in siting new schools As a result the potential exists

23 for significant impacts on school facilities resulting from hazardous emissions or the

24 handling of hazardous or acutely hazardous materials substances or wastes within a

25 quarter mile of a school but not as a result of the proposed Project School siting is

26 also subject to review and approval by the California Department of Toxic Substances

27 Control to help ensure school sites are not located on or near identified hazmat sites

28 For the reasons discussed above under Impact413Acompliance with CERCLA RCRA
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1 HMTA HWCL and CCR Titles 22 and 26 as well as Ordinance No 617 would help

2 monitor and reduce the impacts from the potential proximity of schools to future land

3 uses accommodated by GPA No 960 and any attendant hazmat risks Policies S 61

4 and S 72 to S 73 would further reduce hazmat risks to schools as a result of future

5 development resulting from GPA No 960 refer to the discussion under Impact 413A

6 above Compliance with the abovementioned federal State and local regulations in

7 addition to the implementation of regulations and General Plan policies would ensure

8 that future development consistent with GPA No 960 would have less than significant

9 hazmat impacts on schools

10 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41384 through 41385

11 4 Impacts 413D Result in a Significant Hazard Due to Development on a Cortese List

12 Hazardous Materials Site

13 According to the California Department of Toxic Substances Control database there

14 are 19 sites within Riverside County that are on the Cortese list However none of the

15 proposed Project sites are adjacent to or in the immediate vicinity of any properties

16 on the Cortese list Per the reasons discussed above under Impact413Acompliance

17 with CERCLA RCRA HMTA HWCL and Titles 22 and 26 would help reduce risks from

18 hazardous material sites on future development resulting from GPA No 960 Policies

19 S 73 S 76 and S 714 would mitigate impacts associated with hazardous materials

20 sites Refer to Impact413A above for a full discussion of these policies Compliance

21 with the abovementioned applicable federal State and County regulations would

22 reduce the potential risks of public exposure to hazardous materials to less than

23 significant levels in addition to compliance with existing General Plan Policies

24 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41385 through 413 86

25 5 Impacts 413E Result in Safety Hazard for People Within Two Miles of a Public or Public

26 Use Airport

27 Future development accommodated by the Project has the potential to introduce

28 additional people and property within two miles of public airports However GPA No
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1 960 proposes changes within three Airport Influence Areas to improve safety by

2 ensuring consistency between the General Plan and these airports Airport Land Use

3 Plans Future proposed development in a Riverside County Airport Influence Area

4 would be subject to review by the Riverside County Airport Land Use Commission

5 ALUC to ensure safety and minimize risks both to people and property on the

6 ground This would also help ensure air travel safety and protect the functioning of

7 the public air facilities In addition the General Plan includes provisions to minimize

8 safety hazards for people living and working in proximity to these airports However

9 due to the nature of air travel potential safety hazards around airports such as

10 aircraft accidents would remain An unforeseeable air accident could result in

11 substantial loss of life or property damage even within the safety zones outlined in

12 the General Plan and the Riverside County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan

13 ALUCP However several Riverside County regulations would reduce impacts related

14 to public airport safety and hazards including Ordinance No 448 airport operations

15 Ordinance No 576 regulating County airports and Ordinance No 269 height limits

16 around March Field Further several existing and proposed General Plan Land Use

17 policies would mitigate impacts associated with public airport and safety measures

18 Refer to page 41388 for a full discussion of these policies Compliance with the

19 abovementioned applicable County of Riverside and ALUC regulations and General

20 Plan policies would ensure that air hazard risks to the areas affected by GPA No 960

21 including any resultant future development would be minimized to less than

22 significant levels

23 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41387 through 41388

24 6 Impacts Impact 413F Result in a Safety Hazard for People in the Vicinity of a Private

25 Airstrip or Heliport

26 Future development resulting from Project implementation has the potential to

27 introduce additional people and property within the vicinity of private airstrips and

28 heliports However the General Plan includes provisions to minimize safety hazards
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1 for people living or working in proximity to these facilities Due to the nature of air

2 travel however potential safety hazards around these facilities particularly due to

3 aircraft accidents would remain although usage levels of these types of facilities tend

4 to be very low Nevertheless an air accident could result in substantial loss of life or

5 property damage even when development conforms to the standards for acceptable

6 levels of risk as outlined in the General Plan ALUC standards the Project EIR and

7 Riverside Countyssafety plans However there are several County regulatory

8 programs that would help reduce potential safety impacts related to air facilities or

9 aircraft accidents related to land uses around these facilities including Ordinance No

10 448 which establishes airport operating areas and regulates height standards and

11 limits therein and Ordinance No 576 which establishes minimum standards for

12 airports heliports or Short Take Off and Landing airports STOLports to safeguard

13 property and public welfare Further existing General Plan Policies LU 18 152159

14 and 312would mitigate risks associated with private air facilities and air safety Refer

15 to page 41390 for a full description of these policies Compliance with the

16 abovementioned existing Riverside County regulations and General Plan policies

17 would ensure that this impact is less than significant

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41389 through 41390

19 7 Impacts Impact 413G Impair or Interfere With an Adopted Emergency Response Plan

20 or Emergency Evacuation Plan

21 Future development accommodated by the Project has the potential to interfere with

22 safety or evacuation plans if not consistent with these existing emergency plans

23 However the overall level of future development accommodated by the General Plan

24 would be slightly less under the proposed revisions of GPA No 960 than it would

25 under the existing General Plan slightly lowering the populations needing potential

26 evacuation In addition the construction of the new roads and connecting road

27 segments proposed under GPA No 960 would actually improve access to and from

28 some of the more remote portions of the county facilitating evacuations and

Page 20 of 282



1 emergency responses Thus overall the proposed improvements associated with GPA

2 No 960 would have beneficial impacts on and help reduce potential hazards related

3 to future increased populations Further several existing federal State and County

4 regulations would further prevent significant impacts to evacuation plans including

5 California Codes particularly PRC Sections 42904299 and GC Section 51178 the

6 California Emergency Services Act the Statewide Emergency Management System

7 SEMs Riverside County Fire Department Fire Protection and Emergency Medical

8 Services Strategic Master Plan and Ordinance No 787 Fire Code Standards

9 Implementation of Policy S 512 which requires the County of Riverside to conduct

10 and implement Tong range fire safety planning and Policy S 514 which requires

11 review of inter jurisdictional fire response agreements and improvements to

12 firefighting resources as recommended in the Riverside County Fire Department Fire

13 Protection and Emergency Medical Services Strategic Master Plan to keep pace with

14 development and ensure adequate fire reporting and response times per the

15 Riverside County Fire Department Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services

16 Strategic Master Plan would further prevent significant impacts related to evacuation

17 plans Compliance with the abovementioned existing federal State and County

18 regulations and General Plan policies would ensure that this impact is less than

19 significant

20 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41390 through 41392

21 8 Impacts Impact413HExpose People or Structures to Significant Risk Due to Wildland

22 Fires

23 Areas of high fire hazard exist within unincorporated portions of Riverside County

24 including rural mountainous terrain as well as areas adjacent to or covered by

25 natural grasslands or brush Future development accommodated by GPA No 960

26 would incrementally increase rural suburban and urban uses in localized areas

27 throughout unincorporated Riverside County Compared to the existing General Plan

28 the overall net effect of the Project is to reduce the amount of dwelling units and
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1 industrial development as well as the associated population expected to occur within

2 Riverside County over the next 50 years Nevertheless GPA No 960 would

3 accommodate future development in previously undeveloped areas including some

4 with high or very high fire hazards This would increase both the number of people

5 and amount of property potentially exposed to fire hazards Additionally there is the

6 potential for an increase in the occurrence of fires particularly in urbanwildland

7 interface areas due to increasing human encroachment However compliance with

8 existing laws and regulatory programs would help reduce potential fire safety impacts

9 related to land uses accommodated by GPA No 960 including those outlined by the

10 California Code particularly PRC Sections 42904299 and CGC Section 51178 the

11 Riverside County Fire Department Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services

12 Strategic Master Plan Ordinance No 787 fire code standards and Ordinance No

13 695 abatement and notices for hazardous vegetation Further there are several

14 existing and proposed Land Use and Safety policies are included in GPA No 960 that

15 would aid in reducing fire risks to future development accommodated by the Project

16 to less than significant levels Refer to Page 41395 for a full description of these

17 policies Also refer to the responses to comment letter 25 of Final EIR No 521 for

18 further discussion related to fire hazards specifically along the Wildland Urban

19 Interface Compliance with the abovementioned existing State and County regulations

20 and existing and proposed General Plan policies would be sufficient to ensure that

21 this impact is less than significant

22 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41393 through 41396

23 I Mineral Resources

24 1 Impacts Impact414BResult in the Loss of Availability of Known Mineral Resources

25 Future development consistent with the land use and policy changes proposed by

26 GPA No 960 has the potential to result in the loss of availability of known mineral

27 resources that would be of value to the region and the residents of the State of

28 California However there are existing regulatory programs would ensure that this
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1 impact is less than significant including demonstrating compliance with the

2 requirements and standards of a Surface Mining Permit issued by the County of

3 Riverside pursuant to SMARA and Ordinance No 555 prior to the start of operations

4 Further several existing and proposed General Plan Land Use and Open Space Policies

5 address potential impacts to mineral resources including compatibility between uses

6 Refer to Page 41420 for a full discussion of these policies Compliance with the

7 abovementioned existing laws federal State and County regulatory programs and

8 General Plan policies as well as proposed new or revised General Plan policies would

9 be sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than significant

10 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page41418 through 41420

11 J Parks and Recreation

12 1 Impacts Impact416AIncrease the Use of Existing Parks of Other Recreational Facilities

13 Resulting in Their Substantial Physical Deterioration

14 The changes to General Plan land use plans and policies proposed in GPA No 960

15 would result in a reduction of expected residential capacity at build out

16 accommodating a smaller County population than previously forecasted Future

17 development accommodated by GPA No 960 changes would result in population

18 growth in certain areas within Riverside County incrementally increasing the number

19 of residents using existing neighborhood and regional parks as well as other

20 recreational facilities including trails and bikeways in localized areas This use would

21 contribute slightly but not significantly to the wear and tear on existing facilities

22 Moreover several state and Riverside County regulations would prevent significant

23 impacts associated with increased use and potential deterioration of parks and

24 recreation facilities including the Quimby Act CGC Section 66477 Ordinance No

25 460 regulating the division of land and Ordinance No 328 rules and regulations for

26 County parks and opens space Potential development accommodated by GPA No

27 960 would also be required to demonstrate compliance with existing General Plan

28 Policies OS 203 which discourages the encroachment of public or private non
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1 recreational uses on dedicated recreational lands thereby preserving existing

2 recreational resources and OS 205 and 206which require recreational facilities be

3 developed or funded concurrently with other development in a given area Revised

4 Policy LU 252 would provide for a balanced distribution of recreational amenities for

5 all land uses so as to not over burden existing recreational resources and reduce

6 potential impacts to those existing resources Compliance with the abovementioned

7 existing State and County regulatory programs and General Plan policies would

8 further ensure that Project related effects on existing parks or recreation facilities are

9 less than significant

10 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41629 through 41631

11 2 Impacts Impact416B Trigger Growth Effects Resulting in the Need for Additional Parks

12 or Recreational Facilities

13 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 changes would result in

14 population growth in certain areas within the County triggering the need for

15 expansion of existing or development of new recreational facilities and opportunities

16 This need however would be incrementally small less than 1 of the overall growth

17 expected in the county over the next 50 years and would be spread throughout

18 Riverside County for the most part As such impacts would be Tess than significant In

19 a few areas population increases would be large enough locally to potentially trigger

20 the need for a new park trail or other recreational facility As discussed under Impact

21 416Athe State of California Quimby Act Ordinance No 328 and Ordinance No 460

22 as well as the various General Plan policies detailed for Impact 416A above would

23 reduce the adverse impacts of potential growth on the need for additional recreation

24 facilities as well For such locations compliance with existing State and Riverside

25 County regulatory programs the Quimby Act specifically as well as existing General

26 Plan policies would ensure Project related affects to parks trails and other recreation

27 would be less than significant

28 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 41632
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1 3 Impacts Impact 416C Result in Significant Adverse Environmental Effects Due to the

2 Need for Additional Parks or Recreational Facilities

3 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

4 and urban uses in the county resulting in a small overall population increase that

5 would contribute incrementally to the need for additional parks and recreational uses

6 including trails and bikeways within Riverside County Where these needs are

7 localized due to specific policy and land use changes increased populations could

8 result in the need for an additional park or other recreational use the construction or

9 expansion of which could have an adverse physical effect on the environment

10 However as discussed under Impact 416A the State of California Quimby Act

11 Ordinance No 328 and Ordinance No 460 would serve to ensure no substantial

12 impacts result from the construction of necessary new or physically altered park or

13 recreational facilities for the Project Additionally several existing and proposed

14 Riverside County Open Space and Land Use policies would help prevent significant

15 impacts resulting from the construction or expansion of recreational facilities or uses

16 Refer to Page 416 32 for a full discussion of these applicable policies As such

17 compliance with the abovementioned existing federal State and County regulations

18 would be sufficient to ensure that resultant environmental impacts associated with

19 the need for construction or expansion of new or physically altered parks or

20 recreational facilities are Tess than significant

21 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page41633 through 41635

22 K Public Facilities

23 1 Impacts Impact 417A Adverse Environmental Effects Due to the Need for Fire

24 Protection Services

25 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would incrementally increase

26 rural suburban and urban uses in localized areas throughout unincorporated

27 Riverside County New development would introduce additional people and property

28 requiring fire protection and emergency response services Compared to the existing
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1 General Plan the overall net effect of the Project is to reduce the amount of dwelling
2 units and industrial development as well as the associated population expected to
3 occur within Riverside County over the next 50 years In terms of actual changes to
4 existing levels of fire services however localized development increases would
5 trigger the need for additional fire services in specific areas such as the Elsinore Area

6 Plan Construction and operation of new or improved fire stations within these areas

7 would be subject to a number of regulatory measures that would ensure no

8 significant environmental impacts occur Any new development accommodated by
9 GPA No 960 would be required to demonstrate compliance with a number of

10 California Codes addressing fire safety PRC Sections 4290 4299 and CGC Section

11 51178 Riverside County Fire Department Fire Protection and EMS Strategic Master
12 Plan Ordinance No 787 fire code standards and Ordinance No 659 which requires
13 new development to pay fire protection mitigation fees Additionally several existing
14 and proposed General Plan Land Use and Safety policies would ensure less than

15 significant impacts occur to fire protection services See page 41724 for a full text of

16 these policies Compliance with federal State and County regulations in addition to

17 existing General Plan policies will ensure that less than significant project impacts

18 occur to fire protection services

19 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41721 through 41724

20 2 Impacts Impact417D Cause Adverse Environmental Effects Due to the Need for Schools

21 Future development consistent with GPA No 960 would incrementally increase rural

22 suburban and urban uses in localized areas throughout unincorporated Riverside

23 County resulting in a comparable increase in population including students requiring

24 educational services Compared to the existing General Plan the overall net effect of

25 the Project is to reduce the amount of dwelling units and the associated population

26 expected to occur within Riverside County over the next 50 years In terms of actual

27 changes to existing student populations and service levels localized development

28 increases would incrementally generate additional students creating demand for
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1 additional school facilities services and personnel in specific areas particularly within

2 the Palm Springs School District Palo Verde Unified School District and Perris Union

3 High School District Outside of these three districts none of the Project related

4 population increases would trigger the need for new or improved facilities The

5 additional students generated over the next 50 years could readily be accommodated

6 at existing facilities and such districts would not have a significant impact For the

7 remaining three districts however compliance with existing laws Senate Bill 50 in

8 particular and the policies of the Riverside County General Plan ie LU 52 which

9 directs the County of Riverside to take action to ensure development does not cause

10 growth to exceed acceptable levels of service would be sufficient to ensure that this

11 impact is less than significant

12 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page417 63 through41764

13 L Transportation and Circulation

14 1 Impacts Impact 418B Conflict with an Applicable Congestion Management Program

15 Including but Not Limited to Level of Service Targets and Travel Demand Measures or

16 Other Targets Established by the County Congestion Management Agency for Designated

17 Roads or Highways

18 The local Congestion Management Program CMP is administered by the Riverside

19 County Transportation Commission RCTC The level of significance established in the

20 CMP is LOS E If a facility fails to operate at LOS D or better the local responsible

21 agency is required to develop and implement a deficiency plan intended to bring the

22 facility into compliance The program also establishes criteria for the development of

23 transportation models to evaluate future traffic conditions as well as monitoring

24 criteria to evaluate existing system operation and performance and includes criteria

25 for the analysis of development impacts on the CMP network of regionally significant

26 roadways Riverside County is in compliance with the applicable CMP and has policies

27 to address impacts to regional roadways GPA No 960 will not adversely affect the

28 local CMP and does in fact include policies to support the goals and objectives of the
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1 CMP These include Policy C 73 which directs the County to incorporate regional
2 planning documents such as the RTP and receive input from agencies such as RCTC

3 and Caltrans to expedite the implementation of improvements to the state highway
4 system Policy C 74 addresses coordination between Riverside County and other

5 agencies such as Caltrans WRCOG and CVAG regarding future studies to address

6 improvements toll lanes and transportation corridor planning Policy C 21 would

7 raise the LOS threshold of significance to LOS D which is in compliance with LOS

8 standards of the CMP as the CMP only considers a facility to be deficient if it exceeds

9 LOS E Therefore the impact is considered less than significant

10 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page41898 through 41899

11 2 Impacts Impact 418C Result in a Change in Air Traffic Patterns Including Either an

12 Increase in Traffic Levels or a Change in Location that Results in Substantial Safety Risks

13 Riverside County has 16 municipal airports located throughout the County One of

14 these facilities is the March Air Reserve Base which not only serves military aircraft

15 and missions but also has a civilian component In addition the County of Riverside

16 has developed a Land Use Compatibility Plan for the Chino Airport Although Chino

17 Airport is situated within the County of San Bernardino it is included within the

18 Riverside County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan because its impacts extend into

19 Riverside County Palm Springs International Airport is the only airport in Riverside

20 County that has regularly scheduled commercial passenger flights

21 GPA No 960 contains several policies related to air facilities The most directly related

22 policy is C141which directs the County of Riverside to coordinate planning efforts

23 related to aviation facilities with airport authorities and other agencies Several other

24 policies such as Policy LU 146direct the County of Riverside to implement land use

25 planning techniques to maintain the existing aviation facilities Any development that

26 might potentially impact existing airport facilities would be evaluated based upon the

27 Riverside County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan

28
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1 It should be noted that GPA No 960 is not proposing any new airports or changes to

2 the scale or operations of any of the existing airports Should the County of Riverside

3 propose to become the operator of or to exercise its land use authority over any

4 new airports or alterations in the scale of any existing airport that would change air

5 traffic patterns increase air traffic levels or change air travel locations in ways that

6 result in a substantial safety risk the County of Riverside will comply with all

7 applicable federal and State regulations to mitigate such risks

8 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

9 and urban uses in Riverside County Compliance with the existing laws rules and

10 regulations described above including the Riverside County Airport Land Use

11 Compatibility Plan would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is Tess than

12 significant

13 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41899 to 418100

14 3 Impacts Impact418DAlter Waterborne or Rail Traffic

15 Riverside County does not have navigable waterways providing transport of people

16 and goods Therefore the Circulation Element does not contain any policies related to

17 waterborne travel A number of intercontinental railway facilities do pass through

18 Riverside County These rail lines carry a substantial amount of produce and goods In

19 addition many of these same rail lines service rail passengers within the region

20 accommodating such services as Amtrak and Metrolink

21 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

22 and urban uses in Riverside County Compliance with existing laws policies rules and

23 regulations would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than significant

24 Specifically Policy C 131addresses the need to support a rail network and continue

25 to expand new rail lines and stations Policy C 134 relates to constructing grade

26 separated facilities to improve traffic flow and Policy C 137 focuses on rightofway

27 dedication for future transit centers in community centers andor major activity

28
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1 areas Therefore impacts related to waterborne and rail traffic is considered less than

2 significant

3 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 418100 through 418101

4 4 Impacts Impact 418ESubstantially Increase Hazards Due to a Design Feature eq

5 Sharp Curves or Dangerous Intersections or Incompatible Uses eqFarm Equipment

6 Riverside County policies and design standards currently reflect State and federal

7 rules regulations and standards with respect to roadway design Nothing proposed in

8 GPA No 960 would alter roadway design criteria Several new policies will reinforce

9 Riverside Countys commitment to public safety in roadway design Compliance with

10 existing laws rules and regulations would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is

11 Tess than significant Specifically Policy C 34 allows Riverside County to use a variety

12 of design techniques such as continuous flow intersections provided that a detailed

13 study has been completed showing that these facilities could improve safety Policy C

14 323 directs Riverside County to consider the use of traffic calming techniques to

15 improve safety in neighborhoods Policy C 65 recommends the placement of access

16 locations for properties to maximize safety Therefore the impact is considered less

17 than significant

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page418101

19 5 Impacts Impact418FCause an Effect Upon or a Need for New or Altered Maintenance

20 of Roads

21 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would result in the construction

22 of new roadways to service this growth Compliance with existing laws rules

23 regulations policies and design standards would be sufficient to ensure that this

24 impact is Tess than significant Specifically three relevant policies Policy C 31 C 32

25 and C 84 address the maintenance of roads Policy C 84 describes the ongoing

26 construction and maintenance projects through a multi year Transportation

27 Improvement Program TIP Additionally a project identified under the TIP assesses

28 whether demand levels justify the construction of the project which ensures roads are
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1 added to the county maintained road system as they are needed Other policies such

2 as Policy C 37 and 38 focus on limiting heavy vehicle traffic to designated road

3 systems to reduce the maintenance rate on other roads This will ensure that any

4 impacts related to the maintenance of roads will remain less than significant

5 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 418101 through418102

6 6 Impacts Impact 418G Cause an Effect Upon Circulation During the Projects

7 Construction

8 No specific construction projects are proposed as a part of GPA No 960 The

9 amendment does however set the parameter for future construction of the General

10 Plan network which would ensure less than significant impacts Specifically Section

11 4185of EIR No 521 notes that since GPA No 960 includes adequate policies to

12 ensure construction related impacts are reduced traffic circulation will be

13 maintained and impacts maintained at Tess than significant levels Use of the

14 Riverside County Transportation Improvement Plan TIP in particular to establish

15 and prioritize the timing and construction of Riverside County roadway projects will

16 ensure such impacts are less than significant Construction impacts will be evaluated

17 and appropriate control measures enforced at the time of construction Therefore

18 the impact is considered less than significant

19 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 418102

20 7 Impacts Impact418H Result in Inadequate Emergency Access or Access to Nearby Uses

21 Current and proposed policies require provisions for adequate emergency access

22 Compliance with existing laws rules regulations policies and design standards would

23 be sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than significant Specifically Policy C

24 324 requires Riverside County to provide a street network which ensures efficient

25 routes by emergency vehicles This policy also requires that the County coordinate

26 with the Fire Department and other emergency service providers during roadway

27 planning and design efforts This will ensure impacts related to emergency access will

28 remain less than significant
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1 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 418103

2 8 Impacts 4181Conflict with Adopted Policies Plans or Programs Regarding Public

3 Transit Bikeways or Pedestrian Facilities or Otherwise Substantially Decrease the

4 Performance or Safety of Such Facilities

5 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

6 and urban uses in Riverside County thus increasing the demand for alternative

7 modes of transportation GPA No 960 provides multiple policies which are intended

8 to promote the provision of alternative transportation facilities Compliance with

9 existing and proposed policies described below would be sufficient to ensure that

10 this impact is Tess than significant

11 Specifically Policy C 12 addresses the need to provide a multi modal transportation

12 network that includes all modes of travel ranging from automobiles to pedestrians

13 Policy C 13 specifically addresses transit users by supporting the development of local

14 and regional transit facilities Additional transit patronage will also reduce vehicular

15 travel with a commensurate reduction in congestion Policy C 41 relates to the

16 provision of pedestrian facilities within developments Policy C 42 limits barriers to

17 pedestrian travel Policy C 46 states that the County of Riverside can require the

18 development proposals provide pedestrian facilities as a condition of approval

19 Facilities for bicyclists are addressed in policies such as C 161 which direct the

20 County to implement the proposed Trail System Policy C 162 requires that the

21 County develop the supporting infrastructure for the trails system including parking

22 signage maps and other related items Policy C 171 directly addresses proposed

23 bicycle facilities to be developed in GPA No 960 Therefore the impact is considered

24 less than significant

25 Reference Draft EIR No 521 page 418103

26 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors that the following environmental impacts

27 associated with the Riverside County General Plan Update are potentially significant unless otherwise

28 indicated but each of these impacts will be avoided or substantially lessened to a level of less than
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1 significant by the identified existing regulations or mitigation measures specified in the attached

2 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program MMRP which is incorporated herein by this reference

3 Accordingly the County makes the following finding as to each of the following impacts pursuant to

4 State CEQA Guidelines section 15091aChanges or alterations have been required in or incorporated

5 into the project which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in

6 the final EIR

7 A Aesthetics and Visual Resources

8 1 Impacts Impact 44A Adversely Affect Scenic Vistas

9 Scenic vistas occur throughout Riverside County and would potentially be affected by

10 development activities pursuant to GPA No 960 Future development consistent with

11 the changes proposed by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban and urban uses

12 in select portions of the county adversely affecting scenic vistas in some areas

13 Compliance with several Riverside County Regulations would reduce impacts related

14 to substantial adverse effects on scenic vistas These include but are not limited to

15 the following Riverside County Ordinance No 460 which regulates the division of

16 land within the county Ordinance No 461 which regulates road improvement

17 standards and specifications for Riverside County rightofways and Riverside County

18 Design Guidelines which detail specific standards that establish and protect the

19 aesthetic value of certain identified communities Additionally GPA No 960 includes

20 several existing and proposed Land Use and Circulation policies that would further

21 reduce the impacts of future growth and development within the County on scenic

22 vistas Refer to page 4427 for the full text of these policies The abovementioned

23 existing laws County regulatory programs General Plan policies and existing

24 mitigation measures from EIR No 441 help reduce potential impacts to scenic

25 resources Compliance with these plus a new Project specific mitigation measure

26 44AN1 discussed below would ensure that future development accommodated by

27 the project would have a less than significant impact on scenic vistas by regulating the

28
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1 aesthetics of new developments through design guidelines and ordinances that

2 regulate development characteristics to ensure the preservation of scenic resources

3 Mitigation

4 Existing Mitigation Measure441A from EIR No 441 states Development projects

5 shall be subject to the requirements of all relevant guidelines including the

6 community center guidelines Riverside County supervisorial district guidelines and all

7 applicable standards policies and or regulations of the County of Riverside or other

8 affected entities pertaining to scenic vistas and aesthetic resources Factors

9 considered in these guidelines include the scale extent height bulk or intensity of

10 development the location of development the type style and intensity of adjacent

11 land uses the manner and method of construction including materials coatings and

12 landscaping the interim andor final use of the development the type location and

13 manner of illumination and signage the nature and extent of terrain modification

14 required and the potential effects to the established visual characteristic of the

15 project site and identified scenic vista or aesthetic resource

16 New Mitigation Measure 44AN1 states No development shall be approved for

17 parcels without adequate legal access and adequate physical access Adequate and

18 accessible circulation facilities must also exist to meet the demand of the proposed

19 land use

20 Implementation of the above Mitigation Measures in addition to existing County

21 regulations and General Plan policies will reduce potential Project related impacts to

22 scenic vistas to a less than significant level

23 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4425 to 4428

24 2 Impacts Impact 44B Adversely Affect Scenic Resources Within State Scenic Highways

25 Scenic resources occur throughout Riverside County and future activities consistent

26 with GPA No 960 would increase development of rural suburban and urban uses

27 potentially substantially damaging scenic resources in some areas Compliance with

28 State and local regulations would reduce the Projects impacts related to trees rock
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1 outcroppings and historical buildings within a State scenic highway including the

2 California Scenic Highway Program Ordinance No 348 land use ordinance of

3 Riverside County Ordinance No 460 regulating the division of land Ordinance No

4 461 road improvement standards and specification the Riverside County Design

5 Guidelines and the Riverside County Oak Trees Design Guidelines Further several

6 existing and proposed General Plan policies would protect trees rock outcroppings

7 and historical buildings within a State scenic highway including Policies OS 93 and

8 94 which directly address this impact by conserving trees and native vegetation for

9 aesthetic purposes and other reasons Policy LU 45 allows historical buildings to vary

10 from regulatory codes in order to preserve the historical character of Riverside

11 County thereby maintaining existing aesthetic resources within Riverside County and

12 further reducing impacts Policy C 201 conserves trees and native vegetation for

13 aesthetic purposes among other reasons The abovementioned existing State and

14 County regulatory programs General Plan policies and existing Mitigation Measures

15 from EIR No 441 would reduce potential impacts to scenic resources within state

16 scenic highways to less than significant

17 Mitigation

18 Similar to Impact 44A discussed above compliance with existing Mitigation Measure

19 441A from EIR No 441 would ensure that trees rock outcroppings and historical

20 buildings within a State scenic highway are not adversely impacted by this project or

21 future development by regulating development in the vicinity of scenic resources

22 through implementation of design guidelines and ordinances As a result impacts to

23 trees rock outcroppings and historical buildings within a State scenic highway would

24 be Tess than significant

25 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4428 through 4431

26 3 Impacts Impact44CAdversely Affect Existing Visual Character

27 The existing visual character or aesthetic quality of some sites affected by the

28 proposed Project may be altered by future activities consistent with proposed GPA
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1 No 960 land use changes It is anticipated that future activities consistent with GPA

2 No 960 land use changes would slightly increase the amount of urban development

3 within Riverside County Where such development occurs on vacant undeveloped

4 and generally open land this would potentially degrade the existing visual character

5 in some areas In addition the proposed land use overlays and new land use

6 designations may significantly change the visual character of sites and surrounding

7 areas However the specific locations of where changes to visual character would

8 occur cannot be foreseen at this time Several local regulations exist that would

9 reduce impacts related to a substantial adverse effect on the visual character of the

10 area These include but are not limited to the following Ordinance No 348 land use

11 ordinance of Riverside County Ordinance No 457 building codes and fees

12 ordinance Ordinance No 460 regulating the division of land Ordinance No 461

13 road improvements standards and specifications and the Riverside County Design

14 Guidelines Policy LU 148 which protects the visual character of an area by

15 prohibiting the blocking of public views by solid walls and Policy LU 41 which

16 requires new development be located and designed to visually enhance and not

17 degrade the character of the surrounding area through a number of concepts

18 including preserving the natural features such as unique natural terrain drainage

19 ways and native vegetation wherever possible would further reduce impacts For

20 these reasons compliance with existing County regulatory programs existing General

21 Plan policies existing Mitigation Measures from EIR No 441 and new Project specific

22 Mitigation Measure 44AN1 would ensure that potential adverse impacts to visual

23 character resulting from GPA No 960 are less than significant

24 Mitigation

25 For the same reasons as for Impact 44A existing Mitigation Measure441A from EIR

26 No 441 also applies here For parcels in which future development would potentially

27 result in a major visible effect to an existing viewshed or significant aesthetic feature

28 new Projectspecific Mitigation Measure 44AN1 as noted under Impact 44A
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1 above shall be required Compliance with this measure would ensure a potentially

2 significant impact is avoided by preventing inappropriate development in scenic

3 areas

4 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4431 through 4434

5 4 Impacts Impact 44DCause Adverse Light and Glare Effects

6 Future development consistent with GPA No 960 would introduce new sources of

7 Tight and glare which would adversely affect day andor nighttime views in some

8 areas resulting in nighttime light pollution skyglow and daytime glare Sources of

9 new light and glare would arise from the addition of residences commercial uses

10 public facilities and other structures Compliance with several County Ordinances

11 would ensure light and glare impacts are reduced to a less than significant level

12 including Ordinance No 348 land use ordinance of Riverside County Ordinance No

13 461 road improvement standards and specifications Ordinance No 655 regulating

14 light pollution Ordinance No 915 regulating outdoor lighting and application of

15 the Riverside County Design Guidelines Further Policy LU 146 provides mitigation for

16 potential impacts associated with light and glare and Policy LU 41 would ensure that

17 potential light and glare impacts from new development are reviewed and addressed

18 early on during the entitlement process The abovementioned variety of existing

19 federal State and County regulatory programs including the General Plan policies

20 and existing measures from EIR No 441 would ensure that light and glare impacts to

21 views are less than significant

22 Mitigation

23 In EIR No 441 which was certified for the 2003 RCIP General Plan it was determined

24 that to fully reduce impacts associated with light and glare several mitigation

25 measures were also necessary These mitigation measures from EIR No 441 are listed

26 below and shall also apply as part of the mitigation for this Program EIR No 521 The

27 proposed mitigation measures require the regulation of lighting sources to reduce

28 impacts resulting from excessive glare limiting the allowable areas for street lighting
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1 limiting exterior lighting on new development coordination with the Palomar

2 Observatory and participation in the dark sky conservation area have been developed

3 in order to reduce the intensity of lighting within new development to reduce the

4 glare and light pollution impacts

5 Existing Mitigation Measure 442A requires that sources of lighting within the

6 General Plan area be limited to the minimum standard required to ensure safe

7 circulation and visibility

8 Existing Mitigation Measure 442B requires street lighting to be limited to

9 intersections and other locations that are needed to maintain safe access egsharp

10 curves

11 Existing Mitigation Measure442C requires exterior lighting for buildings to be of a

12 low profile and intensity

13 Existing Mitigation Measure 442D requires that a liaison be established with

14 California Institute of Technology which operates the Palomar Observatory to

15 ensure dark skies preservation procedures are incorporated as necessary in future

16 County ordinances

17 Existing Mitigation Measure 442E requires that The County of Riverside shall

18 participate in Palomar Observatorysdark sky conservation area

19 Implementation of the above Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance with

20 existing regulations design standards and guidelines and policies will reduce

21 potentially significant Tight and glare impacts to a less than significant level

22 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4434 through 4437

23 5 Impacts Impact 44E Interfere with Nighttime Use of the Palomar Astronomical

24 Observatory

25 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would introduce new sources of

26 light within 1545 miles of the Palomar Observatory which requires dark skies to

27 function New sources of Tight resulting from GPA No 960 would also contribute

28 incrementally to the overall skyglow of the region which interferes with nighttime
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1 operations at the Observatory Compliance with existing federal State and County

2 regulations are sufficient to ensure adverse impacts to the Palomar Observatory are

3 less than significant Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would be

4 required to demonstrate compliance with Ordinance No 348 land use ordinance of

5 Riverside County Ordinance No 461 road improvements standards and

6 specifications Ordinance No 655 regulating light pollution and the Riverside

7 County Design Guidelines Further Policy LU 41 would be applied to require that new

8 developments be located and designed to visually enhance and not degrade the

9 character of the surrounding area through consideration of a number of concepts

10 including mitigating noise odor lighting and other impacts to surrounding

11 properties The variety of existing federal State and County regulatory programs

12 General Plan policies County of Riverside ordinances including Ordinance No 655

13 Regulating Light Pollution and existing measures from EIR No 441 would ensure

14 that light impacts on operations at Palomar Observatory are less than significant

15 Mitigation

16 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan five mitigation measures

17 were adopted to reduce the impact of light and glare to less than significant levels

18 Since measures that reduce night lighting in general also serve to mitigate light

19 impacts on the Palomar Observatory and because there measures remain applicable

20 to the areas covered by GPA No 960 continued compliance with these existing

21 measures would also reduce impacts to the observatory Refer to the discussion of

22 the mitigation under Impact 44D above

23 Existing Mitigation Measure 442A requires that sources of lighting within the

24 General Plan area be limited to the minimum standard required to ensure safe

25 circulation and visibility

26 Existing Mitigation Measure 442B requires street lighting to be limited to

27 intersections and other locations that are needed to maintain safe access egsharp

28 curves

Page 39 of 282



1 Existing Mitigation Measure442C requires exterior lighting for buildings to be of a

2 low profile and intensity

3 Existing Mitigation Measure442D requires The County of Riverside to establish a

4 liaison with California Institute of Technology which operates the Palomar

5 Observatory to ensure dark skies preservation procedures are incorporated as

6 necessary in future County ordinances

7 Existing Mitigation Measure442E requires The County of Riverside to participate

8 in Mount sic Palomar Observatorysdark sky conservation area

9 Implementation of the above Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance with the

10 above listed regulations design standards and guidelines will reduce potentially

11 significant light and glare impacts the Palomar Observatory to a less than significant

12 level

13 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4437 through 4439

14 B Air Quality

15 1 Impacts Impact 46E Cause Inconsistency With Air Quality Plans

16 Future development accommodated by the proposed Project would not create

17 objectionable odors that would affect a substantial number of people Construction

18 activities associated with project implementation would generate airborne odors as a

19 result of construction vehicle operation however the odors would generally be

20 isolated and would be temporary in that they would be limited to construction

21 duration Conversion of agricultural lands to other types of land would allow for the

22 potential for airborne odors However individual development projects would be

23 required to evaluate impacts to their surroundings with respect to odors Further the

24 applicable mitigation measures will ensure that as individual projects are evaluated

25 consideration regarding potential new odor sources will be located to limit their

26 impact on sensitive receptors help provide adequate buffers and design the projects

27 to maximize odor dispersion Additionally several federal State and County

28 regulations would reduce odor impacts to a less than significant level with respect to
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1 sensitive receptors including SCAQMD Rule 402 Nuisance Rule 410 odors from

2 transfer stations and material recovery stations and Rule 1179 Public owned

3 treatment works operations which place conditions and compliance measures for

4 odor emissions from the identified sources in order to reduce exposure to the

5 surrounding area Riverside County Ordinance No 706 would reduce motor vehicle

6 emissions of criteria pollutants through the reduction of vehicle miles traveled

7 Further there are several existing General Plan Air Quality policies that would

8 contribute to complying with applicable air quality plans Refer to page 4673 for a

9 full description of these policies Compliance with existing federal State and County

10 regulatory programs and General Plan policies as well as new Project specific

11 Mitigation Measures would further reduce objectionable odors For these reasons

12 odor impacts are less than significant

13 Mitigation

14 New Mitigation Measure 46EN1 requires locating potential new odor sources

15 predominantly down or crosswind from existing sensitive receptors and potential

16 new sensitive receptors predominantly upwind from existing odor sources As

17 indicated by the RighttoFarm ordinance agricultural uses that have been operated

18 for more than three years cannot be reclassified as a public or private nuisance by

19 new development

20 New Mitigation Measure 46EN2 requires maintaining an adequate buffer

21 between potential new odor sources and receptors such that emitted odors are

22 dissipated before reaching the receptors minimum of 500 feet depending on odor

23 source As indicated by the Right toFarm ordinance agricultural uses that have

24 been operated for more than three years cannot be reclassified as a public or private

25 nuisance by new development

26 New Mitigation Measure 46EN3 requires designing odoremitting facilities such

27 that odor emitters are located as far from potential receptors as possible Also

28
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1 balance stack heights to provide the maximum dispersion of odor between the stack

2 and the nearest sensitive receptor

3 Implementation of the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance

4 with existing regulatory programs and General Plan policies would ensure that future

5 development accommodated by GPA No 960 would have less than significant odor

6 impacts

7 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4648 through 4652

8 C Greenhouse Gases

9 1 Impacts Impact47AGeneration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

10 Implementation of the Riverside County General Plan as updated pursuant to the

11 proposed Project GPA 960 and associated Climate Action Plan CAP would result in

12 future construction and operational activities that generate greenhouse gases GHGs

13 Either individually or collectively these activities have the potential to result in

14 substantial emissions of GHGs for example exceeding the 3000 10000 MTY

15 thresholds proposed by the SCAQMD in Tier 3 of its 2008 Interim CEQA Greenhouse

16 Gas Significance Thresholds However compliance with federal State regional and

17 Riverside County regulations would contribute to ensuring GHG emissions are less

18 than significant Future projects accommodated by GPA No 960 would be subject to

19 the regulations outlined by the Climate Change Technology Program and US EPA

20 numerous State regulations ie AB 32 and Executive Order S305 SCAQMD

21 regional regulations and numerous County Ordinances that work to reduce GHG

22 emissions refer to page 4750 Additionally numerous existing and proposed

23 General Plan Land Use Circulation Multipurpose Open Space and Air Quality policies

24 would further aid in reducing GHG emission refer to page 4751The Project also

25 proposes several existing and proposed mitigation measures which address mitigation

26 for construction emissions and vehicle exhaust emissions and ensures future projects

27 incorporate the County Climate Action Plan into project development

28 Implementation of the proposed General Plan policies and particularly the
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1 Implementation Measures of the CAP as well as existing EIR No 441 both existing
2 and proposed new mitigation measures and compliance with federal State and

3 County regulations would ensure that GHG emissions within Riverside County would

4 be less than significant

5 Mitigation

6 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measure 451C

7 was imposed to reduce construction vehicle and exhaust emissions Although

8 potential impacts would be reduced to Tess than significant through regulatory

9 compliance as per above EIR No 441 was programmatic thus this measure remains

10 applicable to future development accommodated by this Project as well

11 Existing Mitigation Measure 451C requires the following mitigation measures for

12 construction equipment and vehicles exhaust emissions a The construction

13 contractor shall select the construction equipment used on site based on low

14 emission factors and high energy efficiency b The construction contractor shall

15 ensure that construction grading plans include a statement that all construction

16 equipment will be tuned and maintained in accordance with the manufacturers

17 specifications c The construction contractor shall utilize electric or diesel powered

18 equipment in lieu of gasoline powered engines where feasible d The construction

19 contractor shall ensure that construction grading plans include a statement that work

20 crews will shut off equipment when not in use during smog season May through

21 October the overall length of the construction period will be extended thereby

22 decreasing the size of the area prepared each day to minimize vehicles and

23 equipment operating at the same time e The construction contractor shall time the

24 construction activities so as to not interfere with peak hour traffic and minimize

25 obstruction of through traffic lanes adjacent to the site if necessary a flag person

26 shall be retained to maintain safety adjacent to existing roadways and f The

27 construction contractor shall support and encourage ridesharing and transit

28 incentives for the construction crew
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1 New Mitigation Measure 47AN1 states To ensure GHG emissions resulting from

2 new development are reduced to levels necessary to meet state targets the County

3 of Riverside shall require all new discretionary development to comply with the

4 Implementation Measures of the Riverside County Climate Action Plan or provide

5 comparable custom measures backed by a project GHG study for example using

6 CaIEEMod modeling demonstrating achievement of the same target The target to be

7 met is a GHG emissions reduction of 25 below emissions for the adjusted BAU

8 scenario for residential commercial industrial institutional and mixeduse projects

9 The adjusted BAU is based upon the 2020 adjusted BAU found in the Final

10 Supplement to the AB 32 Scoping Plan CARB 2011

11 New Mitigation Measure 47AN2 states In lieu of a project specific analysis per

12 Mitigation Measure47AN1 a future discretionary project proposed pursuant to the

13 Riverside County General Plan shall incorporate into the project design operational

14 features andor Implementing Measures from the County Climate Action Plan in such

15 a manner as to garnish at least 100 points The point values within the CAPs

16 Screening Tables constitute GHG emission reductions

17 New Mitigation Measure 47AN3 states The County of Riverside will monitor

18 implementation of the reduction measures and revise or amend the Climate Action

19 Plan as needed based upon the results of monitoring to ensure achievement of the

20 2020 Reduction Target In addition the County of Riverside will start update process

21 of the Climate Action Plan in 2017 to provide a post2020 plan The post 2020

22 Climate Action Plan update will include a specific target for GHG reductions for 2035

23 and 2050 The targets will be consistent with broader state and federal reduction

24 targets including Executive Order S 305 and with the scientific understanding of the

25 needed reductions by 2050 The post2020 Climate Action Plan update will include a

26 set of updated reduction measures to achieve the 2035 and 2050 Reduction Targets

27 and updated monitoring system to ensure that the updated targets are achieved The

28
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1 County of Riverside will adopt the new post 2020 Climate Action Plan update by
2 January 1 2020

3 Implementation of the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance
4 with the proposed General Plan policies and CAP would ensure that Project impacts
5 on GHG emissions are mitigated to less than significant

6 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4749 through 4754

7 D Biological Resources

8 1 Impacts Impact 48AAdversely Affect Riparian and Other Sensitive Habitats

9 Sensitive habitats are natural vegetation communities that are unique of relatively
10 limited distribution in the region or of particularly high wildlife value as designated by
11 federal State or local conservation programs Future development accommodated by
12 the proposed Project GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban and urban uses in

13 Riverside County adversely affecting riparian or other sensitive habitats in various

14 areas Habitat may be lost or significantly altered due to direct impacts as well as

15 indirect impacts resulting from development Compliance with a variety of laws and

16 regulations including Sections 401 402 and 404 of the federal Clean Water Act

17 Section 1600 et seq of the California Fish and Game Code and the multiple species

18 habitat conservation plans for western Riverside County and the Coachella Valley as

19 well as a variety of existing and proposed General Plan policies and a new Project

20 specific Mitigation Measure would ensure that this impact is reduced to Tess than

21 significant New Project specific mitigation would ensure that future development

22 accommodated by GPA No 960 would have a less than significant impact on riparian

23 or sensitive natural communities through mandating that a jurisdictional assessment

24 or biological resources assessment is performed in areas that indicate sensitive

25 habitats

26 Mitigation

27 In addition to Project compliance with existing federal State and County regulations

28 Project specific mitigation is necessary to fully minimize impacts to riparian habitat
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1 New Mitigation Measure48AN1 would ensure that in areas of Riverside County not
2 already regulated by either the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat
3 Conservation Plan WRC MSHCP or Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat

4 Conservation Plan CVMSHCP a jurisdictional assessment must be performed for

5 projects proposed for areas that may support state or federally protected wetlands in

6 order to determine if any riparian resources would be affected by the proposed
7 implementing project Further where impacts to such wetlands are unavoidable a

8 CWA Section 404 permit must be obtained from the Corps andor a streambed

9 alteration agreement must be obtained from the CDFW pursuant to CFGC Section

10 1600 et seq Among other things plans developed pursuant to the Section 404 permit

11 require no net loss of wetlands Typically this means that a projects Toss or

12 disturbance of wetlands must be offset by creation or protection of additional

13 wetlands often at a 31 replacementlossratio or other formula deemed acceptable

14 by the applicable resource agency

15 New Mitigation Measure 48AN1 states Where site conditions for example

16 topography soils vegetation etc indicate a project could adversely affect any

17 riparian or riverine resources then an appropriate assessment shall be prepared by a

18 qualified professional An assessment shall include but not be limited to

19 identification and mapping of any riparianriverine areas and evaluation of species

20 composition topographyhydrology and soil analysis as applicable An assessment

21 shall be completed as part of the environmental review for the development proposal

22 prior to its approval Upon receipt of an assessment the Riverside County Ecological

23 Resources Specialist ERS shall review the document and make a finding that either

24 a Riparianriverine areas do not exist on site b Project specific avoidance measures

25 have been identified that would be sufficient to ensure avoidance of riparian riverine

26 areas or c Impacts to riparian riverine areas are significant and unavoidable If

27 avoidance is not feasible a practicable alternative that minimizes direct and indirect

28 effects to riparian riverine areas and vernal pools and associated functions and values
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1 to the greatest extent possible must be developed If impacts remain unavoidable

2 then the projects shall be conditioned to require the project applicant to obtain a

3 Section 404 permit from the ACOE andor a Fish and Game Code Section 1600

4 agreement from CDFW prior to the issuance of any grading permit or other action by

5 the County of Riverside that would lead to the disturbance of the riparian resource

6 New Mitigation Measure 48AN2 states A general biological resources assessment

7 BRA shall be required as part of the discretionary project review process at Riverside

8 Countys discretion For example a BRA would be required if site inspection aerial or

9 other photos resource agency data or any other information indicates potential for

10 sensitive habitat to occur on or be adversely affected by the proposed project The

11 BRA shall be prepared and reviewed as per the requirements outlined in Mitigation

12 Measure48BN1

13 Implementation of the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance

14 with existing regulations General Plan policies and applicable multiple species

15 habitat conservation plans would ensure that future development accommodated by

16 GPA No 960 would have a less than significant impact on riparian and other sensitive

17 natural communities

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4868 through 4875

19 2 Impacts Impact 48B Cause Direct and Indirect Impacts to Protected Species or Their

20 Habitats

21 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

22 and urban uses in Riverside County adversely affecting various sensitive species

23 including threatened endangered and special status species protected under various

24 local state and federal laws Compliance with the federal and California Endangered

25 Species Acts FESA and CESA the federal Clean Water Act CWA and the California

26 Fish and Game Code as well as the two MSHCPs within Riverside County WRC

27 MSHCP and CVMSHCP plus existing and proposed General Plan Open Space and

28 Circulation Policies refer to page 4881 would serve to avoid reduce or minimize
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1 significant impacts to protected species and their habitats In addition a new Project
2 specific mitigation measure is proposed to ensure this impact would be less than

3 significant refer to the text below Future development accommodated by GPA No

4 960 would have less than significant impacts either directly or through habitat

5 modification on any species listed as threatened endangered candidate sensitive or

6 special status species in local or regional plans policies and regulations or by the

7 CDFW or USFWS

8 Mitigation

9 In addition to compliance with federal and State regulatory programs as well as

10 compliance with the two MSHCPs within Riverside County and existing and proposed

11 General Plan policies Project specific mitigation measures are necessary to ensure

12 that impacts to candidate sensitive and special status species would be avoided

13 reduced or minimized to Tess than significant Therefore new Mitigation Measure

14 48BN1 would require development accommodated by GPA No 960 to assess

15 project specific impacts to protected species and where necessary mitigate such

16 impacts through the appropriate local State and federal regulations and permits

17 Mitigation Measure 48BN1 also addresses protected species not covered by the two

18 existing MSHCPs to ensure that impacts to such are properly identified and mitigated

19 through the appropriate local state and federal regulations and permits Thus

20 implementation of this Mitigation Measure would ensure that Project impacts to

21 candidate sensitive and special status species would be mitigated to less than

22 significant

23 New Mitigation Measure 48BN1 states Prior to discretionary project approval for

24 projects with the potential to substantially adversely affect sensitive listed candidate

25 or special status species or habitats a general biological resource assessment BRA

26 shall be performed The following requirements shall apply a The BRA shall be

27 performed by a Riverside Countyapproved biologist pursuant to a Memorandum of

28 Understanding MOU executed between the biologist and the County of Riverside b
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1 The biologyenvironmental firm or biologist preparing the BRA must be on Riverside

2 Countyslist of qualified consultants c Fieldwork must be performed by qualified

3 biologists according to professional standards d If included in the BRA

4 presenceabsence surveys for specific plants must be conducted during the applicable

5 blooming season or other conditions as deemed scientifically appropriate and valid

6 and e Should affected species or habitat occur on the project site then a Focused

7 Protocol Survey must be prepared for those species using existing protocols

8 established by the USFWS or CDFW If no such protocols exist the survey must be

9 based on generally accepted biological survey protocols appropriate to the species

10 The BRA requirement may be waived if any of the following conditions are

11 documented to exist a The area affected by the proposed project footprint

12 herein consists entirely of built environment structures pavement etc and none of

13 the biota or plant material present ie landscaping represent likely habitat used by

14 a sensitive species b The Riverside County Environmental Resource Specialist ERS

15 finds in writing that the proposed footprint does not have any biological resources

16 expected to be used by a protected species or plant and or c The project or activity

17 proposed is to be performed under an existing incidental take permit habitat

18 conservation plan or other governing permit license or authorization ie Section 7

19 consultation and no new significant effect to the covered species or other protected

20 species or resource is expected to occur

21 In addition to the items herein the BRA shall also be prepared in accordance with the

22 Riverside County Guide to Preparing General Biological Resource Assessments as

23 well as any other requirements of the Riverside County Environmental Programs

24 Department Planning Department or other County of Riverside agency

25 Upon receipt of the BRA the Riverside County ERS shall review it and all supporting

26 documentation If the Riverside County ERS finds that the project does not have the

27 potential to substantially affect sensitive species or habitat no further mitigation is

28 required If the Riverside County ERS finds that the project has the potential to
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1 substantially adversely affect sensitive species or habitat then additional mitigation
2 will be developed and imposed to reduce such impacts to below a level of

3 significance Such mitigation may include but not be limited to obtaining incidental

4 take permits from the USFWS andor CDFW as applicable and acquisition and

5 conservation of replacement habitat at appropriate ratios

6 For the reasons presented above implementation and compliance with the above

7 listed existing regulations General Plan policies and local state and federal permit

8 requirements as well as new Mitigation Measure 48BN1 would ensure that future

9 development accommodated by the project GPA No 960 would have Tess than

10 significant impacts either directly or through habitat modification on any species

11 identified as threatened endangered candidate sensitive or special status species in

12 local or regional plans policies and regulations or by the CDFW or USFWS

13 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4875 through 4883

14 3 Impacts Impact 48CAdversely Affect Wetlands

15 Federally protected wetlands are defined in Section 404 of the Clean Water Act CWA

16 as areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency

17 and duration sufficient to support and that under normal circumstances do support a

18 prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions Future

19 development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban and

20 urban uses in Riverside County adversely affecting federally protected wetlands as

21 defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act including but not limited to marshes

22 vernal pools etc through direct removal filling hydrological interruption or other

23 means Compliance with the Federal Clean Water Act California Fish and Game Code

24 Sections 16001603 and the WRCMSHCP would aid in ensuring the Projects impacts

25 to federally protected wetlands are less than significant Additionally several existing

26 and proposed General Plan Land Use and Open Space policies would further reduce

27 this impact to a less than significant level Refer to page 4885 for a full description of

28 these applicable policies The abovementioned existing laws federal State and
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1 County regulatory programs and General Plan policies as well as new Project specific

2 Mitigation Measures described below would ensure impacts to wetlands would be

3 less than significant

4 Mitigation

5 Additional Projectspecific mitigation measures are necessary to supplement existing

6 laws regulatory programs and General Plan policies in order to further avoid reduce

7 or minimize impacts to federally protected wetlands Toward this end two new

8 CEQA specific measures are proposed New Mitigation Measure 480N1 would

9 ensure that in areas of Riverside County not already regulated by the WRC MSHCP a

10 jurisdictional assessment is performed to determine if a project site may support

11 federally protected wetlands and where impacts to such wetlands are unavoidable

12 require a 404 permit to be obtained from the ACOE Similarly new Mitigation

13 Measure 480N2 would address state protected wetlands pursuant to CFGC Section

14 1600 et seq

15 New Mitigation Measure480N1 states If site conditions for example topography

16 soils vegetation etc indicate that the proposed project could affect riparianriverine

17 areas or federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the CWA then an

18 appropriate assessment shall be prepared by a qualified professional as part of

19 Riverside Countys project review process An assessment shall include but not be

20 limited to identification and mapping of any wetlandsor riparian resources present

21 evaluation of plant species composition topography and hydrology a soils analysis

22 where appropriate and conclusions stating the presence or absence of jurisdictional

23 wetlands An assessment shall be completed as part of the CEQA review for the

24 development proposal

25 Should any grading or construction be proposed within or alongside the banks of the

26 watercourse or wetland the land dividerpermit holder shall provide written

27 notification to the Riverside County Planning Department that the alteration of any

28 watercourse or wetland located either on site or on any required offsite
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1 improvement areas complies with the US Army Corp of Engineers Nationwide

2 Permit Conditions Or the land divider shall obtain a permit under Section 404 of the

3 Clean Water Act Copies of any agreements shall be submitted along with the

4 notification

5 New Mitigation Measure480N2 states If site conditions for example topography

6 soils vegetation etc indicate that the proposed project could affect riparianriverine

7 areas or federally protected wetlands as defined by CFGC section 1600 et seq then

8 an appropriate assessment shall be prepared by a qualified professional as part of

9 Riverside Countys project review process An assessment shall include but not be

10 limited to identification and mapping of any wetlandsor riparian resources present

11 evaluation of plant species composition topography and hydrology a soils analysis

12 where appropriate and conclusions stating the presence or absence of jurisdictional

13 wetlands An assessment shall be completed as part of the CEQA review for the

14 development proposal

15 Should any grading or construction be proposed within or along the banks of any

16 natural watercourse or wetland located either on site or on any required offsite

17 improvement areas the land dividerpermit holder shall provide written notification

18 to the Riverside County Planning Department that the appropriate California

19 Department of Fish and Game Wildlife notification pursuant to Sections 16011603 of

20 the California Fish and Game Code has taken place Or the land divider shall obtain an

21 Agreement Regarding Proposed Stream or Lake Alteration Section 16011603

22 Permit Copies of any agreements shall be submitted along with the notification

23 The implementation of the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to

24 compliance with existing regulations and General Plan policies would ensure that

25 development accommodated by GPA No 960 would have less than significant impacts

26 on federally protected wetlands

27 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4883 through 4887

28
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1 4 Impacts Impact 48D Impede Species Movement Migration Wildlife Corridors and Use

2 of Wildlife Nursery Sites

3 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

4 and urban uses in the county resulting in the creation of new barriers to animal

5 movement in urbanizing portions of the County and adversely affecting movement

6 migration wildlife corridors and the use of native wildlife nursery sites However

7 impacts to wildlife movement would be mitigated through the establishment of

8 corridors and linkages established by the WRCMSHCP and CV MSHCP Additionally

9 future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would be required to

10 demonstrate compliance with the federal ESA MBTA CWA California ESA Fish and

11 Game Code 2050 et seq Natural Community Conservation Planning Act Stephens

12 Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan and California Fish and Game Code Sections

13 16001603 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would also be

14 required to demonstrate compliance with several General Plan Circulation and Open

15 Space policies that would further lessen impacts to species movement migration

16 wildlife corridors and use of native wildlife nursery sites Refer to page 4891 for a full

17 discussion of these policies Compliance with existing laws federal State and County

18 regulatory programs and General Plan policies as well as new Project specific

19 Mitigation Measures described below would ensure that this impact is less than

20 significant

21 Mitigation

22 Additional Projectspecific mitigation measures are necessary to further avoid reduce

23 or minimize impacts to wildlife movement and nurseries to ensure they are less than

24 significant Mitigation Measure48BN1 as described previously under Impact 48B

25 would lessen the impact by requiring a BRA to determine if a proposed project may

26 contain sensitive or protected species or habitat for which additional assessment

27 andor mitigation would be necessary Mitigation Measure 48DN1 below would
28 lessen the impact by requiring a Riverside County ERS to make a determination if a
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1 wildlife nursery or corridor is essential to the longterm viability of a species and take

2 steps to avoid or minimize project specific effects to the resource Implementation of

3 these Mitigation Measures would ensure that Project impacts to wildlife movement

4 and nursery sites are mitigated to less than significant

5 New Mitigation Measure 48DN1 states Should a wildlife nursery site or native

6 resident or migratory wildlife corridor be uncovered through a biological resources

7 assessment BRA then a consultation with a Riverside County Ecological Resources

8 Specialist ERS shall occur The ERS shall make a determination if the site is essential

9 for the longterm viability of the species If such a determination is made then the

10 ERS shall work with the applicant to avoid the effects of development on the resource

11 in question and condition the land use case accordingly Should significant impacts to

12 nursery site or corridor not be avoidable the project applicant shall be required to

13 ensure the preservation of comparable nursery or corridor habitat offsite

14 Implementation of the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance

15 with existing regulations plans and General Plan policies would ensure that future

16 development accommodated by GPA No 960 would have less than significant impacts

17 on wildlife nurseries species movement migration and wildlife corridors

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4887 through 4892

19 E Cultural and Paleontological Resources

20 1 Impacts Impact49A Adversely Change the Significance of Historical Resources

21 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

22 and urban uses in Riverside County adversely affecting known and presently

23 unknown historic resources Historic properties are protected under a wide variety of

24 federal State and County regulations including the National Historic Preservation Act

25 NHPA Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act NAGPRA actions

26 by the US Army Corps of Engineers Traditional Tribal Cultural Places Act

27 Government Code section 653523California Register of Historic Resources CRHR

28 Regulation of Cultural Resources Public Resources Code section 5097 CEQA as well
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1 as Riverside County Ordinance No 578 historic preservation districts Further

2 existing General Plan Policies OS 192 through 195 would ensure that projects are

3 adequately reviewed for historic resources prior to approval that appropriate

4 mitigation measures are developed and incorporated into project design and project

5 conditions of approval and ensure that projects are appropriately reviewed for

6 archeological resources and conditioned to comply with applicable state and federal

7 regulations Revised Policy LU 45would ensure that land use projects with historically

8 significant structures have flexibility to vary from existing building and zoning codes to

9 preserve such structures thereby facilitating preservation of historical buildings

10 Further the existing Riverside County procedures and conditions of approval would

11 also ensure that no substantial adverse changes in the significance of an archeological

12 resource would occur as a result of GPA No 960 Compliance with existing laws

13 County Ordinance No 578 General Plan policies and existing Mitigation Measure

14 471B from EIR No 441 described below would be sufficient to ensure that this

15 impact is less than significant

16 Mitigation

17 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan it was found that General

18 Plan policies related to historic resources would help reduce the effects of growth

19 and development by requiring development proposals to be evaluated for the

20 presence of historical resources by protecting historic buildings from demolition and

21 providing capital for preservation of historic buildings However CEQA mitigation

22 measures were developed to ensure that future development within the county

23 would not have any significant adverse impacts on historic resources Because one

24 measure 471B applies to the entire General Plan area it remains applicable to the

25 currently proposed GPA No 960 This existing mitigation measure would prevent

26 substantial adverse change in the significance of historical resources through

27 requiring avoidance of cultural resources during the site planning process and

28 therefore reduces impacts to such resources to less than significant
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1 Existing Mitigation Measure471B states Avoidance is the preferred treatment for

2 cultural resources Where feasible Project plans shall be developed to allow

3 avoidance of cultural resources Where avoidance of construction impacts is possible

4 capping of the cultural resource site and avoidance planting eg planting of prickly

5 pear cactus shall be employed to ensure that indirect impacts from increased public

6 availability to the site are avoided Where avoidance is selected cultural resource

7 sites shall be placed within permanent conservation easements or dedicated open

8 space

9 Implementation of the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to compliance

10 with existing laws County Ordinance No 578 and General Plan policies would ensure

11 that GPA No 960 has less than significant impacts on historical resources

12 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4936 through 4940

13 2 Impacts Impact 49BCause the Destruction ofKnown Archeological Resources

14 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban

15 and urban uses in Riverside County may adversely affect known or presently

16 unknown archeological resources Compliance with the NHPA NAGPRA Traditional

17 Tribal Cultural Places Act SB 18 CEQA actions by the US Army Corps of Engineers

18 and Ordinance No 578 historic preservation districts would lessen adverse changes

19 to the significance of archaeological resources as a result of GPA No 960 Further

20 several existing General Plan Open Space policies exist that when applied with

21 existing Riverside County Planning Department Procedures and general conditions of

22 approval for cultural resources would lessen substantial adverse changes in the

23 significance of an archaeological resource Furthermore applicable mitigation

24 measures will ensure a reduction in impacts related to cultural resources through

25 avoidance practices as well as specific handling protocols for discovered resources

26 that cannot be avoided The abovementioned existing laws federal and State

27 regulations General Plan policies Planning Department procedures projectlevel

28
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1 conditions of approval for cultural resources as well as Mitigation Measures would be

2 sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than significant with mitigation

3 Mitigation

4 Existing Mitigation Measure471B discussed above in Impact 49A requires Project

5 plans to be developed to allow avoidance of cultural resources and is applicable to

6 Impact 49Bas well

7 New Mitigation Measure 49BN1 states If avoidance andor preservation in place

8 of cultural resources is not feasible the following mitigation measures shall be

9 initiated for each impacted site a Discoveries shall be discussed with the Native

10 American tribal or other appropriate ethnic cultural group representative and the

11 Riverside County Archeologist and a decision shall be made with the concurrence of

12 the Planning Director as to the appropriate mitigation documentation recovery

13 avoidance etc appropriate for the cultural resource and b Further ground

14 disturbance shall not resume within the area of the discovery until an agreement has

15 been reached by all parties as to appropriate preservation or mitigation measures

16 Implementation of these mitigation measures along with existing regulations

17 General Plan policies and County programs and procedures will ensure that Project

18 impacts to archeological resources are mitigated to Tess than significant

19 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 4940 through 4943

20 3 Impacts Impact 49DResult in the Disturbance of Human Remains

21 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would result in the disturbance

22 of vacant lands which has the potential to disturb buried cultural and human

23 remains including those interred outside of formal cemeteries Development

24 consistent with GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban and urban uses in

25 Riverside County adversely affecting human remains including those interred outside

26 formal cemeteries Compliance with the NHPA NAGPRA SB 18 Riverside County

27 conditions of approvals and Health and Safety Code regulations refer to page 4947

28 for a full description of these regulations Additionally existing General Plan Policies
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1 OS 192 through 195 would ensure projects are adequately reviewed for cultural

2 resources prior to approval that appropriate mitigation measures are developed and

3 incorporated into project design andor conditions of approval sites are avoided or

4 conserved when possible and all efforts involve Native American Tribes as dictated

5 by SB 18 and Section 150645dof the State CEQA Guidelines Policy OS 195 requires

6 compliance with all applicable laws related to human remains Further

7 implementation of applicable mitigation measures will reduce impacts to cultural

8 resources through avoidance of resources preservation protocols for resources that

9 cannot be avoided and protocols for the discovery of buried remains will ensure that

10 impacts are further reduced The abovementioned existing laws federal State and

11 County regulatory programs General Plan policies Planning Department procedures

12 project level general conditions of approval for cultural resources and Mitigation

13 Measures see below would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than

14 significant

15 Mitigation

16 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures471A

17 and 471B were imposed to reduce impacts related to human remains These

18 measures remain applicable to this Project and would lessen impacts to human

19 remains including those not in formal cemeteries by ensuring that development

20 which encounters human remains follow HSC directives and requiring avoidance as

21 the preferred treatment of cultural resource sites Because existing Mitigation

22 Measures 471A and 471B apply countywide they remain applicable to proposed

23 GPA No 960 as well

24 Existing Mitigation Measure 471A states If human remains are encountered during

25 a public or private construction activity State Health and Safety Code Section 70505

26 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the Riverside County Coroner has

27 made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code

28 Section 509798 The Riverside County Coroner must be notified within 24 hours If
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1 the Coroner determines that the burial is not historic but prehistoric the State Native

2 American Heritage Commission NAHC must be contacted to determine the most

3 likely descendant MLD for this area The MLD may become involved with the

4 disposition of the burial following scientific analysis

5 Existing Mitigation Measure471B discussed above in Impact 49A requires Project

6 plans to be developed to allow avoidance of cultural resources and is applicable to

7 Impact 49Das well

8 Implementation of these mitigation measures along with existing laws regulatory

9 programs General Plan policies and Riverside County Planning Department

10 procedures will ensure that Project impacts to human remains are mitigated to less

11 than significant

12 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 49 46 through 4949

13 F Energy Resources

14 1 Impacts Impact410A Increase Demand for Electricity

15 Future development accommodated by the proposed Project GPA No 960 would be

16 less intense than that currently planned in the existing General Plan Thus on a

17 relative basis the Project would not increase demand for electricity over current

18 plans Site specific foreseeable land use changes proposed under the Project

19 however do have the potential to introduce new development or intensify existing

20 development on previously vacant or lessdeveloped lands Analysis of energy

21 demands associated with these changes indicates Project demands would be

22 insignificant compared to existing baseline levels and forecast Riverside County

23 growth rates For these reasons the proposed Project would not have a significant

24 impact on existing electricity supplies production or transmission facilities The

25 Project would not trigger the need for new or altered facilities nor result in substantial

26 environmental impacts due to the construction of such facilities Applicable mitigation

27 will further reduce impacts by requiring the evaluation of energy consumption need

28 prior to beginning new developments as well as review of development to ensure
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1 that it meets Title 24 standards Compliance with existing regulatory programs and

2 General Plan policies which include several Multipurpose Open Space and Air Quality

3 Element policies refer to page 41042 as well as new ones proposed as part of GPA

4 No 960 and Mitigation Measures would further reduce the already insignificant

5 impact associated with Project related electricity demand and service

6 Mitigation

7 In EIR No 441 certified for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures 481A

8 and481B were imposed to further minimize impacts due to additional demand and

9 consumption of electricity and ensure they were less than significant Although the

10 potential impacts of this Project GPA No 960 are already less than significant these

11 measures are programmatic in nature and thus remain applicable

12 Existing Mitigation Measure481A states The County of Riverside shall review all

13 development proposals prior to the approval of development plans to guarantee that

14 sufficient energy resources and facilities are available to supply adequate energy to

15 the proposed Project and associated uses

16 Existing Mitigation Measure481B states The County of Riverside shall review all

17 development plans prior to approval to guarantee that energy conservation and

18 efficiency standards of Title 24 are met and are incorporated into the design of the

19 future proposed Project

20 Compliance with the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to existing

21 regulatory programs and General Plan policies would ensure that GPA No 960 would

22 have a less than significant impact on electricity resources and infrastructure

23 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41039 through 41042

24 2 Impacts Impact4106 Increase Demand for Natural Gas

25 Generally the introduction of new development into an area necessitates a new

26 demand for energy resources including natural gas Future development consistent

27 with the proposed Project GPA No 960 would be less intense than that currently

28 planned in the existing General Plan Thus on a relative basis the Project would not
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1 increase demand for natural gas over current plans and would not trigger new

2 additional environmental impacts Site specific land use changes proposed in GPA No

3 960 however do have the potential to introduce new development or intensify

4 existing development on previously vacant or Tessdeveloped lands Analysis of energy

5 demands associated with these changes indicate Project demands would be

6 insignificant compared to existing baseline levels and are in line with expected growth

7 rates For these reasons the proposed Project would not have a significant impact on

8 existing natural gas supplies production or transmission facilities The Project would

9 not trigger the need for new or altered facilities nor result in substantial

10 environmental impacts due to the construction of such facilities Moreover there are

11 a variety of State and County regulations and programs that address energy

12 conservation directly or indirectly as part of greenhouse gas reduction plans would

13 further prevent already insignificant impacts associated with natural gas demand

14 These regulations and programs are described in detail in Section 4103of this EIR

15 Further several existing and proposed General Plan Open Space and Air Quality

16 policies that would reduce already insignificant impacts to natural gas demand and

17 infrastructure Refer to page 41046 for a full discussion of these policies

18 Furthermore applicable mitigation measures including the analysis of development

19 energy demands prior to commencing project development as well as requiring

20 projects to meet Title 24 Standards will further reduce impacts Compliance with

21 existing federal State and County regulatory programs and General Plan policies as

22 well as new policies proposed as part of GPA No 960 and existing Mitigation

23 Measures from EIR No 441 would further reduce already insignificant impacts

24 associated with Project related natural gas demand and service

25 Mitigation

26 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures481A

27 and 481B as set forth under Impact 410A above were also imposed to further

28 minimize impacts due to additional demand and consumption of natural gas and to
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1 ensure impacts were less than significant Although the potential impacts of this

2 Project are already less than significant the EIR No 441 measures are programmatic

3 in nature and thus remain applicable to this Project Additionally compliance with

4 applicable regulatory programs standards and General Plan policies would further

5 reduce or avoid insignificant project impacts to natural gas resources

6 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41042 through 41046

7 3 Impacts Impact410C Cause the Inefficient Use of Energy

8 Future development consistent with the proposed Project GPA No 960 would be

9 less intense than that currently planned in the existing General Plan Therefore on a

10 relative basis the Project would not increase demand for energy over current plans

11 The Project also proposes to add a number of new policies and programs targeting

12 energy efficiency and conservation directly in order to reduce greenhouse gas

13 emissions by roughly 30 As a result of implementation of such measures new

14 development would be more energyefficient and Tess wasteful of energy than

15 existing uses or proposed uses without GPA No 960 For these reasons the Project

16 would not result in inefficient wasteful or unnecessary energy consumption and the

17 Projects impacts on use of energy would be less than significant No Project specific

18 mitigation is required Moreover there are a variety of federal State and County

19 regulations and programs that address energy conservation directly or indirectly as

20 part of greenhouse gas reduction plans that would further reduce already

21 insignificant impacts associated with energy These regulations and programs are

22 described in detail in Section4103of the EIR Several existing and proposed General

23 Plan Open Space and Air Quality policies would reduce already insignificant impacts to

24 natural gas demand and infrastructure Refer to page 41047 for a full discussion of

25 these policies Furthermore applicable mitigation measures including confirmation of

26 development meets the conservation measures required under Title 24 would further

27 reduce impacts As such compliance with existing federal State and County

28 regulatory programs and General Plan policies as well as new ones proposed as part
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1 of GPA No 960 and Mitigation Measures would further reduce the already
2 insignificant impacts associated with efficient use of energy

3 Mitigation

4 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measure 481B

5 was imposed to further minimize impacts due to additional demand and consumption

6 of electricity and ensure they were Tess than significant Although the potential

7 impacts of this Project are already less than significant this measure is programmatic

8 in nature and thus remains applicable to this Project

9 Existing Mitigation Measure481B states The County of Riverside shall review all

10 development plans prior to approval to guarantee that energy conservation and

11 efficiency standards of Title 24 are met and are incorporated into the design of the

12 future proposed projects

13 Compliance with existing regulatory programs standards and General Plan policies

14 as well as existing Mitigation Measure481B from EIR No 441 would further reduce

15 or avoid insignificant impacts to energy usage

16 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41046 through 41048

17 G Flood and Dam Inundation Hazards

18 1 Impacts Impact411A Result in Housing Within Flood Hazard Areas

19 Future development accommodated by the Project would result in encroachment into

20 areas of mapped 100year floods including some alluvial fans and other delineated

21 flood hazards areas Such development may increase the amount of people

22 structures and property at risk should a flooding event occur These flood hazard

23 areas are extensively regulated and would be required to demonstrate compliance

24 with the FEMA Floodplain NFIP Mapping Program Riverside County Ordinance No

25 458 regulating flood hazard areas and implementing the National Flood Insurance

26 Program the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System NPDES Ordinance

27 No 348 land use Ordinance No 457 adopting and amending various building and

28 construction codes and Ordinance No 659 Development Impact Fee DIF Program
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1 Further several existing and proposed Riverside County General Plan Safety Policies

2 would further prevent significant impacts to housing located within flood hazard

3 areas Refer to Page 411 52 for a full discussion of these policies Furthermore

4 applicable mitigation including requiring development within the 100year floodplain

5 to be flood proofed requiring development with enclosed finished floors to install

6 venting to equalize forces requiring open space uses in floodways to leave flows

7 unobstructed and requiring a hydrologic study for development on the floodway

8 fringe will further reduce impacts Compliance with existing laws in addition to

9 federal State and County regulatory programs as well as General Plan policies and

10 Mitigation Measures would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than

11 significant

12 Mitigation

13 In EIR No 441 which was certified for the 2003 RCIP General Plan it was

14 determined that to fully minimize risks associated with the placement of habitable

15 structures and housing within 100year flood hazard areas several mitigation

16 measures were also necessary These mitigation measures from EIR No 441 are listed

17 below and apply countywide thus they also apply to GPA No 960 They further

18 contribute to ensuring flood impacts would be less than significant

19 Existing Mitigation Measure 492A states Riverside County shall require that all

20 structures residential commercial and industrial be flood proofed from the 100

21 year storm flows In some cases this may involve elevating the finished floor more

22 than 1 foot

23 Existing Mitigation Measure 492B states Riverside County shall require that fully

24 enclosed areas that are below finished floors have openings to equalize the forces on

25 both sides of the walls

26 Existing Mitigation Measure 492C states Riverside County to require that for

27 agricultural recreation or other low density uses flows are not obstructed and that

28
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1 upstream and downstream properties are not adversely affected by increased

2 velocities erosion backwater effects or concentration of flows

3 Existing Mitigation Measure 492D states Provided the applicant does hydrological

4 studies engineers structures to be safe from flooding and provides evidence that the

5 structures will not adversely impact the floodplain Riverside County may allow

6 development into the floodway fringe

7 Compliance with the above mitigation measures in addition to regulations and

8 policies would ensure that people and properties are not exposed to a significant 100

9 year flood hazard As a result flood hazards associated with future development

10 consistent with the project would be less than significant

11 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41150 through 41153

12 2 Impacts Impact 411B Cause Impediment of Flows

13 Development along stream channels and floodplains can alter a channels capacity for

14 conveying water and increase the height of the water surface corresponding to a

15 given discharge Future development as a result of implementation of the proposed

16 Project may result in placement of structures within 100year flood hazard areas

17 creating the potential for impeding or redirecting flood flows As a result people

18 structures and property as well as those introduced by the new development could

19 be exposed to increased flooding risks Compliance with the National Flood Insurance

20 Act and National Flood Insurance Reform Act as well as Ordinance No 458 regulating

21 flood hazard areas and implementing the National Flood Insurance Program and

22 Ordinance No 461 road improvement standards would aid in preventing significant

23 impacts due to impeded flows There are several General Plan Safety policies that

24 would reduce flood hazards effects on future growth and development in Riverside

25 County to a less than significant level Refer to page 41155 for a full discussion of

26 these policies Further applicable mitigation measures such as recognizing LOMA and

27 LOMRF documents prohibiting the alteration of floodways allowing flooding on

28 open space uses and requiring 10 year flows be contained within the curb will further
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1 reduce impacts The abovementioned existing laws federal State and County
2 regulatory programs General Plan policies and mitigation measures in particular

3 County Ordinance No 458 would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is Tess than

4 significant

5 Mitigation

6 In EIR No 441 which was certified for the 2003 RCIP General Plan it was

7 determined that to fully minimize risks associated with development impeding or

8 redirecting flood flows several mitigation measures were also necessary These

9 mitigation measures from EIR No 441 are listed below and apply countywide thus

10 they also apply to GPA No 960

11 Existing Mitigation Measure 491A states LOMA and LOMRF documents

12 documents issued by FEMA that officially remove a property andor structure from a

13 special flood hazard area of a Flood Insurance Rate Map FIRM shall be accepted by

14 Riverside County where applicable

15 Existing Mitigation Measure491B States Riverside County shall prohibit alteration

16 of floodways and channelization unless alternative methods of flood risk management

17 are found to be technically economically and practicably infeasible

18 Existing Mitigation Measure 491C states Riverside County shall not necessarily

19 require all land uses to withstand flooding These may include land uses such as

20 agricultural golf courses and trails For these land uses flows shall not be obstructed

21 and upstream and downstream properties shall not be adversely affected by

22 increased velocities erosion backwater effects concentration of flows and adverse

23 impacts to water quality from point and nonpoint sources of pollution

24 Existing Mitigation Measure491D states Riverside County shall require the 10 year

25 flood flows to be contained within the top of curbs and the 100year flood flows

26 within the street rightsofway

27 Compliance with the above regulations policies and existing mitigation measures

28 would ensure that any potential hazards caused by impeding or redirecting flows as a
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1 result of future development would be less than significant No Project specific

2 mitigation is required

3 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41153 through 41156

4 3 Impacts Impact 411ECause Inundation Risks Due to Seiche Tsunami or Mudflow

5 Future development in areas subject to seiche has the potential to threaten people

6 structures and property In terms of seiche hazards there is no documented

7 significant potential for any of the waterbodies within Riverside County Based on

8 morphology and hydrology two waterbodies in Riverside County Lake Perris and

9 Lake Elsinore may have the potential for seismically induced seiche However

10 setbacks and flood hazard area regulations would be sufficient to protect against

11 significant risks Thus for the proposed Project resultant future development along

12 or near lakes and reservoirs is considered to be at minimal risk Thus overall seiche

13 impacts would be less than significant Due to its inland location by definition there

14 are no tsunami risks in Riverside County Mudflow or debris flow can occur in areas

15 with steep slopes particularly areas with loose soils andor denuded of vegetation

16 eg fire burn areas when exposed to large amounts of precipitation Narrow

17 canyons arroyos and desert channels are also susceptible to flashfloods which can

18 cause flooding damage directly or indirectly through mudflows Human activity can

19 also induce a slide such as when soil becomes saturated from a broken water pipe or

20 the improper diversion of runoff from a developed area When addressed through

21 proper soil engineering site design and maintenance these risks are less than

22 significant Further applicable mitigation would reduce impact related to seiche

23 tsunami and mudflow by avoiding construction of structures within the 100year

24 floodplain requiring enclosed areas below finished floors to have openings to allow

25 pressure equalization reduce the obstruction of flows and require hydrological

26 studies in order to ensure these impacts are reduced appropriately

27

28
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1 Mitigation

2 The analysis presented above indicates that development consistent with the

3 proposed Project GPA No 960 would have Tess than significant impacts due to

4 seiche No Projectspecific mitigation is required Project design soils engineering and

5 construction requirements including NPDES CWA section 404 Riverside County

6 ordinances and others would be sufficient to ensure that mudflow hazards are less

7 than significant In addition compliance with various existing regulatory programs

8 standards and General Plan policies as well as existing mitigation measures from EIR

9 No 441 as outlined in Impacts 411Aand 411Babove would further reduce

10 minimize or avoid any impacts associated with the Project

11 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41161 through 41163

12 H Geology and Soils

13 1 Impacts Impact 412AExpose People or Structures to Substantial Adverse Effects Due to

14 Rupture ofa Known Earthquake Faults

15 Known and unknown fault zones crisscross Riverside County including County

16 Earthquake Zones and Alquist Priolo Earthquake Zones Future development

17 accommodated by the proposed Project would increase rural suburban and urban

18 uses in Riverside County This may increase the potential for property loss injury or

19 death resulting from development where it occurs on or adjacent to known or as of

20 yet undetected earthquake fault zones Compliance with Ordinance No 547

21 implementing the Alquist Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act would reduce impacts

22 related to fault rupture Further there are several existing and proposed General Plan

23 Safety policies that would ensure future development complies with the Alquist Priolo

24 Earthquake Fault Zoning Act Refer to page 41225 for a full discussion of these

25 policies The abovementioned existing laws County regulatory programs General

26 Plan policies and existing Mitigation Measures would be sufficient to ensure that fault

27 rupture impacts to future development accommodated by GPA No 960s proposed

28 General Plan changes would be less than significant
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1 Mitigation

2 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measure4101A

3 was imposed to reduce impacts from fault rupture to Tess than significant by requiring

4 geotechnical studies in areas that are within fault zones and using the resultant

5 information to ensure that no habitable structure is built on an active or potentially

6 active fault Although the potential impacts of this project would be reduced to Tess

7 than significant through regulatory compliance as per above this measure was

8 programmatic in nature and thus remains applicable to this project

9 Existing Mitigation Measure4101A states Before a project is approved or otherwise

10 permitted within an AP Zone County Fault Zone within 150 feet of any other active

11 or potentially active fault mapped in a published United States Geologic Survey

12 USGS or CGS reports or within other potential earthquake hazard area as

13 determined by the County Geologist The site specific geotechnical investigation shall

14 incorporate up todate data from government and non government sources

15 Based on the site specific geotechnical investigation no structures intended for

16 human occupancy shall be constructed across active faults This site specific

17 evaluation and written report shall be prepared by a licensed geologist and shall be

18 submitted to the County Geologist for review and approval prior to the issuance of

19 building permits If an active fault is discovered any structure intended for human

20 occupancy shall be set back at least 50 feet from the fault A larger or smaller setback

21 may be established if such a setback is supported by adequate evidence presented to

22 and accepted by the County Geologist

23 This Mitigation Measure would reduce potentially significant impacts resulting from

24 rupture of a known earthquake fault to a less than significant level

25 Compliance with Mitigation Measure 4101A as well as existing laws regulatory

26 programs and General Plan policies would insure that GPA No 960 has less than

27 significant impacts related to fault rupture

28 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41234 to 41236
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1 2 Impacts Impact 412B Expose People or Structures to Substantial Strong Seismic

2 Groundshakinq

3 Like all of Southern California Riverside County has experienced and will continue to

4 face groundshaking resulting from activity on local and regional faults Future

5 development consistent with GPA No 960 may result in increases in population and

6 residential and non residential development may increase the potential for property

7 Toss injury or death resulting from this groundshaking hazard Compliance with State

8 and County regulations including California Building Standards Code Section 1613

9 and Riverside County Municipal Code Chapter 1560 Earthquake Fault Area

10 Construction Regulations would aid in preventing significant impacts related to

11 seismic groundshaking There are also several existing and proposed General Plan

12 Safety policies that would contribute to avoiding reducing or minimizing seismic

13 risks including groundshaking hazards Refer to page 41237 for a full discussion of

14 these policies The abovementioned existing laws regulatory programs General Plan

15 policies and existing mitigation measures would be sufficient to ensure that this

16 impact is less than significant

17 Mitigation

18 In EIR No 441 which was certified for the 2003 RCIP General Plan it was determined

19 that in order to reduce impacts associated with seismic groundshaking mitigation

20 would be necessary The mitigation measures listed below are from EIR No 441 and

21 shall also apply as part of the mitigation for programmatic EIR No 521 Existing

22 Mitigation Measures4102A4102B and4102C were imposed to provide adequate

23 mitigation for potential groundshaking hazards and to reduce impacts due to

24 seismically induced groundshaking to less than significant The measures also

25 provided flexibility for the County of Riverside when requiring site specific seismic

26 assessments for developments potentially subject to groundshaking and complying

27 with Riverside County design standards Although the potential impacts of this Project

28 would be reduced to less than significant through regulatory compliance as per above
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1 this measure was programmatic in nature and thus remains applicable to this

2 Project

3 Existing Mitigation Measure4102A states The design and construction of structures

4 and facilities adhere to the standards and requirement detailed in the California

5 Building Code California Code of Regulations Title 24 County Building Code andor

6 professional engineering standards appropriate for the seismic zone in which such

7 construction may occur Conformance with these design standards shall be enforced

8 through building plan review and approval by the Riverside County Department of

9 Building and Safety prior to the issuance of building permits for any structure or

10 facility

11 Existing Mitigation Measure4102B states As determined by the County Geologist

12 a site specific assessment be prepared to ascertain potential groundshaking impacts

13 resulting from development The site specific groundshaking assessment shall

14 incorporate up todate data from government and non government sources and may

15 be included as part of any site specific geotechnical investigation required in existing

16 EIR No 441 Mitigation Measure4101A The site specific groundshaking assessment

17 shall include specific measures to reduce the significance of potential groundshaking

18 hazards

19 This site specific groundshaking assessment shall be prepared by a licensed geologist

20 and shall be submitted to the County Geologist for review and approval prior to the

21 issuance of building permits

22 Existing Mitigation Measure4102Cstates The standards stated in existing EIR No

23 441 Mitigation Measures4102A and4102B shall apply to any structure of facility

24 that undergoes expansion remodeling renovation refurbishment or other

25 modification

26 Compliance with the above listed Mitigation Measures as well as existing laws

27 regulatory programs and General Plan policies would ensure that GPA No 960 would

28
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1 have a Tess than significant impact in regards to exposing future development

2 accommodated by the Project to strong seismic groundshaking

3 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41236 through 41238

4 3 Impacts Impact412C Expose People or Structures to Substantial Adverse Effects Due to

5 Seismic Related Ground Failure Including Liquefaction

6 Portions of unincorporated Riverside County are susceptible to liquefaction a

7 destructive secondary effect of strong seismic shaking that can result in water

8 saturated materials including soil sediment and certain types of volcanic deposits

9 losing strength and failing Future development associated with GPA No 960 within

10 Riverside County would increase the potential for the placement of structures and

11 facilities in or near areas susceptible to liquefaction Impacts associated with seismic

12 related ground failure and liquefaction would be reduced through compliance with

13 County regulations including Ordinance No 547 which addresses the design and

14 construction of development within earthquake fault zones and Alquist Priolo

15 compliance among other things There are also several existing and proposed General

16 Plan Safety policies that would contribute to avoiding reducing or minimizing

17 impacts related to seismic ground failure and liquefaction Refer to page 41239 for a

18 full discussion of these policies Compliance with these existing laws regulations

19 policies and mitigation measures described below would ensure that seismic related

20 ground failure and liquefaction risks to future development accommodated by the

21 Project would be Tess than significant

22 Mitigation

23 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures4103A

24 and4103B were imposed to mitigate potential liquefaction hazards The measures

25 ensure that areas subject to liquefaction are studied by a qualified geologist and that

26 the resultant study recommendations are implemented as part of Project conditions

27 of approval Although potential impacts would be reduced to Tess than significant

28 through regulatory compliance as per above these measures are programmatic in
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1 nature and thus remains applicable to future development accommodated by this
2 Project as well

3 Existing Mitigation Measure4103A States As determined by the County Geologist a

4 site specific assessment shall be prepared to ascertain potential liquefaction impacts

5 resulting from development The site specific liquefaction assessment shall

6 incorporate uptodate data from government and non government sources and may

7 be included as part of any site specific geotechnical investigation required in existing

8 EIR No 441 Mitigation Measure4101A This site specific groundshaking assessment

9 shall be prepared by a licensed geologist and shall be submitted to the County

10 Geologist for review and approval prior to the issuance of building permits

11 Existing Mitigation Measure4103B states Where development is proposed within

12 an identified or potential liquefaction hazard area as determined by the County

13 Geologist adequate and appropriate measures such as but not limited to design

14 foundations in a manner that limits the effects of liquefaction the placement of an

15 engineered fill with low liquefaction potential and the alternative siting of structures

16 in areas with a lower liquefaction risk shall be implemented to reduce potential

17 liquefaction hazards Any such measures shall be submitted to the Riverside County

18 Geologist and the County Department of Building and Safety for review prior to the

19 approval of the building permits

20 Compliance with the above listed existing Mitigation Measures in addition to

21 compliance with General Plan policies and regulations would ensure that significant

22 impacts from seismic ground failure and liquefaction would are avoided or minimized

23 to less than significant

24 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41238 through 41240

25 4 Impacts Impact 412E Result in Substantial Soil Erosion or Topsoil Loss

26 The future growth and development accommodated by GPA No 960 would result in

27 an increase in both residential and non residential structures as well as

28 infrastructure roads and facilities Such development would result in alteration of
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1 existing topography removal of existing vegetation layers and exposure of topsoil

2 Areas exposed during future development activities accommodated by GPA No 960

3 revisions to the General Plan would be prone to erosion and Toss of topsoil Wind and

4 water are the two biggest factors in soils erosion Human activities that remove

5 vegetation or disturb soil are the biggest contributor to erosion potential Compliance

6 with Riverside County Ordinance No 484 blowing sand control which establishes

7 requirements for the control of blowing sand within Countydesignated Agricultural

8 Dust Control Areas would aid in preventing significant impacts to soil erosion and loss

9 of topsoil Further there are several existing and proposed General Plan Safety

10 policies that would contribute to avoiding reducing or minimizing impacts related to

11 seismic ground failure and liquefaction including Policies S 35 and S 36 which

12 minimize the effects of soil erosion by identifying and encouraging mitigation of

13 onsite and offsite slope instability debris flow and erosion hazards on land

14 undergoing substantial improvements Policies S 311 S 313 and S 314 further

15 reduce significant wind erosion impacts by requiring studies to determine the

16 potential of hazardous impacts from wind erosion and identify the necessary best

17 management practices to prevent the erosion They also require wind erosion

18 susceptibility to be disclosed for all parcels with high susceptibility Refer to page

19 41242 for a full discussion of these policies Further applicable mitigation measures

20 will further reduce impacts by requiring development in windprone areas to be

21 reviewed by and conditioned in order to reduce windborne soil erosion development

22 of BMPs in accordance with NPDES and other applicable regulations and submission

23 of a grading plan and drainage plan to the Building and Safety Department The

24 abovementioned existing laws County regulations General Plan policies and the

25 existing EIR No 441 mitigation measures described below help reduce potential soil

26 erosion impacts and ensure that future development would have a less than

27 significant impact on soils

28
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1 Mitigation

2 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures

3 4109A4109B and 4109C were imposed to reduce impacts from soil erosion and

4 loss of topsoil to less than significant And Mitigation Measure4108A was proposed

5 to address wind erosion specifically Although potential impacts would be reduced to

6 Tess than significant through regulatory compliance as per above EIR No 441 was

7 programmatic and thus these measures remain applicable to future development

8 accommodated by this Project as well

9 Existing Mitigation Measure 4108A requires that New development within

10 identified or potential as determined by the County Geologist wind hazard areas

11 adhere to applicable provisions of Riverside County Ordinance No 4842 or other

12 local State or federal requirements established to control or limit the windborne

13 erosion of soil Prior to the approval of development permits the County Building and

14 Safety Department shall confirm that the design of any proposed structure facility or

15 use incorporates appropriate features to control andor limit the windborne erosion

16 of soil

17 Existing Mitigation Measure4109A states Riverside County where required and in

18 accordance with issuance of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

19 NPDES permit to require the construction andor grading contractor for individual

20 developments to establish and implement specific Best Management Practices BMPs

21 at time of Project implementation

22 Existing Mitigation Measure 4109B states Prior to any development within the

23 county a Grading Plan shall be submitted to the Riverside County Building and Safety

24 Department andor Riverside County Geologist for review and approval As required

25 by the County the grading plan shall include erosion and sediment control plans

26 Measures included in individual erosion control plans may include but shall not be

27 limited to the following a Grading and development plans shall be designed in a

28 manner which minimizes the amount of terrain modification b Surface water shall be
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1 controlled and diverted around potential landslide areas to prevent erosion and
2 saturation of slopes c Structures shall not be sited on or below identified landslides

3 unless slides are stabilized d The extent and duration of ground disturbing activities
4 during and immediately following periods of rain shall be limited to avoid the

5 potential for erosion which may be accelerated by rainfall on exposed soils e To the

6 extent possible the amount of cut and fill shall be balanced f The amount of water

7 entering and exiting a graded site shall be limited though the placement of

8 interceptor trenches or other erosion control devices and g Erosion and sediment

9 control plans shall be submitted to the County for review and approval prior to the

10 issuance of grading permits

11 Existing Mitigation Measure 4109C states Where required drainage design

12 measures shall be incorporated into the final design of individual projects on site

13 These measures shall include but will not be limited to a Runoff entering developing
14 areas shall be collected into surface and subsurface drains for removal to nearby

15 drainages b Runoff generated above steep slopes or poorly vegetated areas shall be

16 captured and conveyed to nearby drainages c Runoff generated on paved or covered

17 areas shall be conveyed via swales and drains to natural drainage courses d

18 Disturbed areas that have been identified as highly erosive shall be revegetated e

19 Irrigation systems shall be designed installed and maintained in a manner which

20 minimizes runoff f The landscape scheme for projects within the project site shall

21 utilize drought tolerant plants and g Erosion control devices such as rip rap gabions

22 small check dams etc may be utilized in gullies and active stream channels to reduce

23 erosion

24 Compliance with the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to County

25 regulations and General Plan policies would ensure that significant impacts related to

26 soil erosion and loss of top soil including wind erosion are less than significant

27 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41242 through 41245

28
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1 5 Impacts Impact412GResult in Development on Expansive Soils

2 Expansive soils are those soils with a significant amount of clay particles that have the

3 ability to take on water swell or release water shrink and are widely distributed

4 throughout Riverside County Future development associated with GPA No 960

5 would increase the potential for the placement of structures and facilities in areas

6 susceptible to damage resulting from expansive soils Compliance with State and

7 County regulations including California Building Standards Code CCR Title 24 would

8 reduce potentially significant impacts due to expansive soils to less than significant

9 levels Further applicable mitigation measures will further reduce impacts by

10 mandating that all projects meet the requirements of the California Building Code

11 which provides required design specifications and practices to reduce expansive soils

12 impacts through building design These practices include removal of expansive soils to

13 a prescribed depth increased compaction or other practices as required by a licensed

14 soils engineer As such existing laws State and County regulations and the mitigation

15 measure described below help reduce potential impacts related to expansive soils and

16 ensure that they are less than significant

17 Mitigation

18 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measure4107A

19 was imposed to reduce impacts associated with expansive soils to less than

20 significant Although potential impacts would be reduced to less than significant

21 through regulatory compliance as per above EIR No 441 was programmatic and thus

22 this mitigation measure remains applicable to future development accommodated by

23 this Project as well

24 Existing Mitigation Measure4107A states Proponents of new development within

25 Riverside County shall adhere to applicable policies and standards contained in the

26 most recent version of the California Building Code related to the construction of

27 structures and facilities on expansive soils

28
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1 Compliance with the above listed Mitigation Measures in addition to existing laws and
2 State and County regulations would ensure impacts related to expansive soils are less

3 than significant

4 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41246 through 41247

5 I Noise

6 1 Impacts Impact415BGenerate or Cause Exposure to Excessive Groundborne Vibration

7 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 and its associated infrastructure

8 and support uses would require construction activities that could cause temporary

9 short term vibrations These vibrations would be disruptive if located near sensitive

10 receptors Also future development of new vibration sensitive land uses could occur

11 within areas subject to existing sources of vibration eg railroads However

12 compliance with General Plan policies and existing mitigation measures would ensure

13 that new uses are not subject to excessive vibration impacts For construction related

14 vibration compliance with existing Riverside County ordinances and General Plan

15 policies would provide mitigation for impacts associated with groundborne vibration

16 Specifically Policy N 161 restricts sensitive land uses from proximity to existing

17 vibration producing land uses Policy N 162 specifically identifies those uses that are

18 considered by the Riverside County General Plan as being sensitive to vibration and

19 Policy N 163 prohibits proposed residential developments from being exposed to

20 perceptible ground vibration from passing trains and identifies the levels at which

21 vibrations become perceptible motion velocity of 001 inchessecond over a range of

22 1 to 100 Hz Further New Policy N 152specifically requires minimization of vibration

23 transfer from commercial to residential land uses in mixeduse developments

24 Further applicable mitigation will further reduce project impacts by requiring the

25 review of proposed developments adjacent to noise sensitive uses in order to ensure

26 that construction activities will generate significant or groundborne vibration impacts

27 Compliance with the abovementioned policies as well as Mitigation Measure4156

28 N1 described below would help reduce the effects of groundborne vibration impacts
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1 on sensitive receptors In some cases for example when construction occurs within

2 150 feet of an existing sensitive receptor effects may still be felt However due to the

3 short term temporary nature of construction impacts these remaining effects would

4 not be significant

5 Mitigation

6 A new mitigation measure is proposed in order to help minimize the effect of

7 operational vibrations on existing uses Compliance with this measure would ensure

8 that potential adverse impacts of operational groundborne vibrations on new

9 development are reduced to less than significant levels

10 New Mitigation Measure 415BN1 states Prior to the issuance of any grading

11 permit for new development involving vibrationsensitive land uses which shall

12 include but not be limited to hospitals residential areas concert halls libraries

13 sensitive research operations schools and offices the project proponent shall

14 provide evidence to the County of Riverside that placement of such uses within the

15 area would not exceed groundborne vibration or groundborne noise impact criteria

16 identified by the FTA for example the standards shown in Table 415 1 in Section

17 415 Noise of EIR No 521 or as otherwise deemed appropriate for the situation by

18 the County

19 Compliance with Mitigation Measure 415BN1 in addition to existing regulations

20 standards and policies would ensure that potentially adverse impacts related to

21 groundborne noise and vibration generation and exposure associated with future

22 development accommodated by GPA No 960 would be less than significant

23 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 415166 through415 168

24 2 Impacts Impact 415E Expose People to Excessive Airport Related Noise Levels

25 Future development accommodated by the Project may result in the exposure of new

26 noise sensitive land uses to noise from operations at public and private airports

I27 airstrips and helipads Around larger public airports noise levels can exceed

28 acceptable standards eg60 dBA in certain areas as shown by noise contour maps
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1 of existing future and ultimate buildout operational conditions for public airports
2 The Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan ALUCP adopted by the Riverside County
3 Airport Land Use Commission ALUC addresses noise related land use constraints for

4 the various zones surrounding Riverside Countysairports All future development

5 proposed would be required to comply with applicable ALUC policies as well as

6 federal State and County regulations regarding site design and building construction

7 to achieve acceptable interior and exterior noise exposure levels for habitable

8 structures including Tile 14 Part 150 of the Federal Aviation Administration

9 Standards California Noise Insulation Standards and Riverside County ALUCP There

10 are also several existing General Plan Noise and Land Use policies that ensure air

11 related noise impacts on future new development accommodated by GPA No 960 are

12 reduced to less than significant levels Further applicable mitigation would reduce

13 impacts further by requiring all new development to conform indoor noise and

14 outdoor noise standards to conduct an acoustic study if noise exposure is over

15 acceptable dB and to locate schools at least two miles from an airport Refer to page

16 415178 for a full description of these policies Compliance with these and other

17 applicable standards as well as mitigation measures provided below would ensure

18 that airport related noise impacts on future development pursuant to the Project

19 would be Tess than significant

20 Mitigation

21 In EIR No 441 certified for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measure4132D

22 as well as several others see below were imposed to reduce impacts associated with

23 Tong term noise sources including air travel related noise that would exceed Riverside

24 County noise standards These measures remain applicable to this Project In

25 particular compliance with Mitigation Measure 4132D would ensure land use

26 compatibility for schools and ensure they are not subject to significant air travel

27 related noise impacts In addition existing EIR No 441 Mitigation Measures4132A

28 4132B and4132Cshall also apply as mitigation for this impact
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1 Existing Mitigation Measure4132A states All new residential developments within

2 the County of Riverside shall conform to a noise exposure standard of 65 dBA Ldn

3 for outdoor noise in noise sensitive outdoor activity areas and 45 dBA Ldn for indoor

4 noise in bedrooms and livingfamily rooms New development which does not and

5 cannot be made to conform to this standard shall not be permitted

6 Existing Mitigation Measure 4132B states Acoustical studies describing how the

7 exterior and interior noise standards will be met shall be required for all new

8 residential developments with a noise exposure greater than 65 dBA Ldn The studies

9 shall also satisfy the requirements set forth in Title 24 Part 2 of the California

10 Building Code Noise Insulation Standards for multiple family attached homes

11 hotels motels etc No development permits or approval of land use applications

12 shall be issued until an acoustic analysis is received and approved by the Riverside

13 County Planning Department

14 Existing Mitigation Measure 4132C states The County of Riverside shall require

15 that proposed new commercial and industrial developments prepare acoustical

16 studies analyzing potential noise impacts on adjacent properties when these

17 developments abut noise sensitive land uses The County of Riverside will require

18 that all direct impacts to noise sensitive land uses be mitigated to the maximum

19 extent practicable

20 Existing Mitigation Measure4132D states Ensure that all new schools particularly

21 in subdivisions and specific plans are sited more than 2 miles away from any airport

22 Compliance with Mitigation Measures 4132C and4132D as well as compliance

23 with existing regulatory programs and General Plan policies would ensure that

24 adverse airport noise impacts on new development accommodated by GPA No 960

25 would be less than significant

26 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 415176 through415 179

27

28
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1 J Public Facilities

2 1 Impacts Impact 417B Cause Adverse Environmental Effects Due to the Need for Law
3 Enforcement Services

4 New development would introduce additional people and property requiring law
5 enforcement and emergency response staff as future development accommodated
6 by GPA No 960 would incrementally increase rural suburban and urban uses in

7 localized areas throughout unincorporated Riverside County Compared to the
8 existing General Plan the overall net effect of the Project is to reduce the amount of

9 dwelling units and industrial development as well as the associated population
10 expected to occur within Riverside County over the next 50 years In terms of changes
11 to existing levels of service however localized development increases would

12 incrementally create demand for additional law enforcement personnel and services

13 in specific areas such as the Elsinore and Palo Verde Valley Area Plans None of these

14 increases however would trigger the need for new or improved facilities in order to

15 meet the additional demand The additional personnel officers supervisors and

16 support staff equipment and vehicles necessary could readily be accommodated at

17 existing facilities Therefore the Project would not have a significant adverse effect on

18 law enforcement services due to the need to construct new facilities Moreover

19 compliance with General Plan policies including LU 51 52 and 101 from the

20 existing Riverside County General Plan and existing mitigation measures would

21 further prevent or reduce any impacts to law enforcement service associated with the

22 Project Further applicable mitigation would reduce project impacts though required

23 onsite security for intensive uses coordination for new development between the

24 TLMA Department and the Sherriff Department maintenance a service ratio of 15

25 sworn officers to 1000 residents and requiring applicants to pay the Sherriff required

26 development impact fee Compliance with these and other applicable standards as

27 well as mitigation measures provided below would ensure that Law Enforcement

28
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1 service impacts on future development pursuant to the Project would be Tess than

2 significant

3 Mitigation

4 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures

5 4152A4152B4152Cand4152Dwere imposed to ensure that communities and

6 large private facilities provide private security and set specific levels of services for

7 law enforcement services to ensure impacts to law enforcement services are less than

8 significant Although the potential impacts of this Project are already Tess than

9 significant these measures were programmatic in nature and thus remain applicable

10 to this Project

11 Existing Mitigation Measure4152A states The County shall require as a part of the

12 development review process proponents of new businesses recreational and

13 commercial land uses such as shopping centers health clubs large hotels over 200

14 rooms convention centers and commercial recreational activities to provide onsite

15 security

16 Existing Mitigation Measure 4152B states The TLMA Riverside County

17 Transportation and Land Management Agency shall inform the Riverside County

18 Sheriffs Department of the existence of all new homeownersassociations within the

19 county The Riverside County Sheriffs Department shall coordinate with

20 homeownersassociations to establish a Neighborhood Watch Program

21 Existing Mitigation Measure4152Cstates Riverside County shall meet and maintain

22 a goal of 15 sworn officers per 1000 population as recommended by the

23 International City Managers Association

24 Existing Mitigation Measure 4152D states The County shall require the

25 development applicant to pay the Riverside County Sheriffs established

26 development mitigation fee prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy on any

27 structure as they are developed The fees are for the acquisition and construction of

28 public facilities
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1 Compliance with the above listed existing Mitigation Measures as well as existing
2 regulatory programs standards and General Plan policies would ensure that GPA No

3 960 would have a less than significant impact law enforcement services

4 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41733 through 41735

5 2 Impacts Impact 41701 Adversely Affect or Exceed the Permitted Capacity of a Landfill

6 The proposed GPA No 960 includes land use overlays land use designation LUD

7 changes and new or revised policies that would allow for the conversion of rural

8 semi rural agricultural and vacant lands into suburban or urban uses in concentrated

9 areas throughout Riverside County Future development accommodated by GPA No

10 960 would increase rural suburban and urban uses both residential and non

11 residential in localized areas throughout unincorporated Riverside County These

12 increases however are to some extent offset by reductions anticipated from other

13 proposed changes of GPA No 960 in particular decreases in future commercial retail

14 and light industrial uses Overall future development resulting from the Project

15 would increase the annual amount of solid waste requiring disposal in sanitary

16 landfills by roughly 9000 tons per year over the next 50 years conservatively

17 assuming only achievement of the current state mandated 50 diversion rate but

18 not the 75 by 2020 reduction rate Compared to existing and projected capacities at

19 Riverside County landfills this amount would incrementally increase the county fill

20 rate by roughly 06overall even conservatively assuming no additional diversion or

21 recycling reductions In terms of actual changes from baseline conditions this 06

22 increase due to Project related waste generation would occur in small increments

23 throughout Riverside County over a roughly 50 year period For these reasons these

24 amounts represent insignificant incremental increases and it is projected that

25 sufficient landfill capacity would exist to accommodate the Projects future solid

26 waste disposal needs Accordingly the Projects impact on landfill capacity would be

27 less than significant Moreover compliance with State of California and federal RCRA

28 requirements would ensure that the implantation of GPA No 960 would result in less
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1 than significant impacts related to solid waste disposal In addition existing and
2 proposed General Plan Policies LU 51 52 and 312would further reduce already
3 insignificant impacts to solid waste disposal Refer to section 41746 for a full

4 description of these policies Applicable mitigation would further reduce impacts
5 through coordination between the County and franchised waste haulers to expand
6 service within the County compliance with the Riverside County Integrated Waste

7 Management Plan preparation of an annual CIWMP report review of the CIWMP

8 every 5 years coordination between County departments in order to ensure

9 appropriate waste capacity for new development and mandating adequate space for

10 recycling collection within new developments As such the abovementioned federal

11 State and County regulatory compliance particularly mandatory recycling and

12 diversion programs as outlined in the mitigation measures below would also further

13 reduce the already insignificant impact

14 Mitigation

15 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures4153A

16 through4153F were imposed to reduce impacts to solid waste facilities to less than

17 significant Although the potential impacts of GPA No 960 would already be less than

18 significant these EIR mitigation measures are programmatic in nature and thus

19 remain applicable to this Project even though some are now outdated

20 Existing Mitigation Measure 4153A states Riverside County shall work with its

21 franchise hauling companies to expand curbside and commercial recycling services

22 throughout the unincorporated area of the County

23 Existing Mitigation Measure 4153B states Riverside County shall follow State

24 regulations in implementing the goals policies and programs identified in the

25 Riverside Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan in order to achieve and

26 maintain a 50 reduction in solid waste disposal through source reduction reuse

27 recycling and composting

28
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1 Existing Mitigation Measure 41530states that In accordance with State

2 regulations Riverside County shall prepare an annual report of progress for the
3 CIWMB to determine Riverside Countys progress toward meeting its diversion goals
4 and objectives to project Riverside Countyswaste disposal needs and to determine

5 if any of the elements that comprise the Riverside CIWMP require revision to include
6 additional disposal capacity reflect new or changed local and regional solid waste

7 management issues or reflect new or changed goals and objectives

8 Existing Mitigation Measure4153D states that In accordance with CCR Section

9 18788 Riverside County shall review the Riverside CIWMP every five years to

10 determine if Riverside Countyswaste management practices remain consistent with

11 waste diversion goals and objectives and to assess if revision is required

12 Existing Mitigation Measure4153E states Riverside County shall require all future

13 commercial industrial and multi family residential development to provide adequate

14 areas for the collection and loading of recyclable materials ie paper products glass

15 and other recyclables in compliance with the State Model Ordinance implemented

16 on September 1 1994 in accordance with AB 1327 Chapter 18 California Solid Waste

17 Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991

18 Existing Mitigation Measure 4153F states Riverside County shall require all

19 development projects to coordinate with appropriate County departments andor

20 agencies to ensure that there is adequate waste disposal capacity to meet the waste

21 disposal requirements of the project and the County shall recommend that all

22 development projects incorporate measures to promote waste reduction reuse

23 recycling and composting

24 Compliance with the above listed Mitigation Measures as well as existing regulatory

25 programs standards and General Plan policies would further reduce or avoid the

26 insignificant impacts associated with the project

27 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41750 through 41753

28
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1 3 Impacts Impact 41702 Cause Inconsistencies With Applicable Statutes and

2 Regulations Related to Solid Waste Including the County Integrated Waste Management
3 Plan

4 Future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would increase rural suburban
5 and urban uses both residential and non residential in localized areas throughout
6 unincorporated Riverside County These increases however are to some extent offset

7 by reductions in other parts of Riverside County Project related waste generation
8 would increase incrementally throughout Riverside County over a roughly 50year
9 period Any future development authorized pursuant to the Project would be required

10 to comply with all applicable State federal and County requirements for solid waste
11 disposal including the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan Refer to the
12 discussion for Impact417C1above for a discussion of the applicable regulatory
13 programs and policies that would reduce GPA No 960s already insignificant impact
14 related to applicable solid waste statutes and regulations Further applicable

15 mitigation as discussed in Impact417C1 above would further reduce impacts
16 Accordingly the Project would not have a significant adverse impact on the
17 implementation attainment or compliance with any of these statutes or regulations
18 Mitigation

19 Refer to existing mitigation measures in the discussion for Impact417C1above
20 These measures would further reduce the already insignificant impact related to

21 applicable solid waste statutes and regulations

22 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41753 through 41754

23 4 Impacts Impact 417ECause Adverse Environmental Effects Due to the Need for Library

24 Services

25 New development would introduce additional people to Riverside County library
26 services as future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would incrementally
27 increase rural suburban and urban uses in localized areas throughout unincorporated

28 Riverside County Compared to the existing General Plan the overall net effect of the
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1 Project is to reduce the amount of dwelling units and the associated population
2 expected to occur within Riverside County over the next 50 years In terms of actual
3 changes relative to baseline environmental conditions localized new development
4 would incrementally increase populations creating demand for additional library
5 services as indicated by floor space and volumes Because the increases are spread
6 throughout Riverside County and would occur over roughly 50 or more years the
7 additional 6500 square feet of library floor space and 35500 additional volumes

8 needed as a result of new development potential from the Project would be met

9 through current Tongrange library planning and existing development impact
10 mitigation programs Ordinance No 659 Future development accommodated by

11 GPA No 960 would be required to demonstrate compliance with Riverside County

12 policies and ordinances including Ordinance No 659 Development Impact Fees

13 Program and Policy LU 51 which directs the County of Riverside to take action to

14 ensure that development does not cause growth to exceed acceptable levels of

15 service Further applicable mitigation requires the County to maintain 05 square feet

16 of facilities and 25 volumes per resident which will further reduce impacts For these

17 reasons the Project would not have a significant adverse effect on library services

18 Mitigation

19 In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measure4156A

20 was imposed to reduce impacts to libraries to Tess than significant This measure

21 remains applicable to this Project and would lessen impacts to libraries by setting a

22 performance standard that must be met by new development proposals This

23 standard is implemented with funds collected pursuant to County Ordinance No 659

24 as discussed in EIR No 521

25 Existing Mitigation Measure 4156A states Riverside County shall provide a

26 minimum of approximately 05 square foot of library space and 25 volumes per

27 county resident

28
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1 Implementation of existing General Plan policies and the existing Mitigation Measure
2 described above ensures that GPA No 960 would have a less than significant impact
3 on libraries

4 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41771 through 41773

5 5 Impacts Impact417FCause Adverse Environmental Effects Due to the Need for

6 Medical Facilities

7 New development would introduce additional people within Riverside County to
8 medical services as future development accommodated by GPA No 960 would

9 increase rural suburban and urban uses in Riverside County resulting in a small

10 overall population increase that would contribute incrementally by about 65 to

11 the need for an additional community clinic and generating roughly 13500 medical

12 encounters However since the population increase would be spread throughout

13 unincorporated Riverside County and occur over 50 years associated impacts to

14 medical facilities and services would be negligible In terms of overall General Plan

15 buildout the Project would result in a net decrease of roughly 143700 Riverside

16 County residents Thus for longrange provision of needed medical facilities and

17 services the Project would slightly lower by roughly 8 the expected increase in

18 demand for new or expanded medical facilities and services over time In total the

19 Project would not have a significant adverse effect on medical facilities or services

20 nor would it cause significant adverse environmental impacts by necessitating

21 construction of new facilities Existing General Plan Policy LU 51 would lessen this

22 impact by directing the County of Riverside to take action to ensure that development

23 does not cause growth to exceed acceptable levels of service for medical facilities

24 Further applicable mitigation would further reduce impacts through a periodic

25 Medical Needs Assessment by Area Plan as well as funding of new medical facilities

26 As such compliance with the above listed existing General Plan policy and existing

27 Mitigation Measures4157A and 4157B from EIR No 441 would further reduce or

28 avoid the insignificant impacts associated with the project
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2

3

4

5

Mitigation

In EIR No 441 prepared for the 2003 RCIP General Plan Mitigation Measures4157A

and4157B were imposed to reduce impacts to medical facilities and services to less

than significant Although the potential impacts of this Project are already less than

significant these measures were programmatic in nature and thus remain applicable
6 to this Project

7 Existing Mitigation Measure4157Astates Riverside County shall perform a periodic
8 medical needs assessment to evaluate the current medical demand and level of

9 medical service provided within each Area Plan A periodic medical needs assessment

10 shall be conducted every three years

11 Existing Mitigation Measure 4157B states Riverside County shall fund the new

12 construction andor expansion of existing medical facilities according to the level of
13 demand for medical services The level of demand would be based on and determined

14 by the outcome of the periodic medical needs assessments

15 Compliance with existing General Plan policy and the above listed existing Mitigation

16 Measures would further reduce or avoid the insignificant impacts associated with the

17 project

18 Reference Draft EIR No 521 pages 41780 through 41782

19 K Water Resources

20 1 Impacts Impact419C Substantially Degrade Water Quality

21 Water quality issues in Riverside County have occurred as a result of inadequate

22 subsurface sewage disposal and waste disposal management of the Santa Ana River

23 watershed agricultural operations sediment buildup resulting from construction

24 related erosion and urban stormwater runoff Future development accommodated

25 by the land use and policy changes proposed by the Project would result in an

26 increased reliance on Towerquality water sources either from the Colorado River or

27 marginal groundwater sources and would contribute to increased levels of pollutants

28 in local regional groundwater reserves and local regional surface waters These
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1 conditions would contribute to the deterioration of the quality of drinking water in
2 Riverside County However compliance with several federal State and County
3 regulatory programs including the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 the
4 Clean Water Act the federal Safe Drinking Water Act the California Porter Cologne
5 Water Quality Control Act of 1970 the California Safe Drinking Water Act and CCR
6 Title 22 recycled water would reduce impacts due to water quality Further
7 compliance with several Riverside County regulations would prevent or reduce
8 impacts to water quality Refer to page 419305 for a full description of these
9 regulations Moreover existing and proposed General Plan policies would reduce

10 impacts to water quality and include Policies 31 through 33 which address
11 wastewater treatment and protection of water quality through compliance with
12 various pollution discharge standards Policies OS 61 and 63 address protection of
13 wetlands and other riparian resources from hydrological disruption protect water
14 quality within floodplains and drainages and minimize erosion effects New Policies

15 OS 34 through 37 policies address requirements to comply with NPDES and other
16 regulations addressing pollution discharges and runoff to protect stormwater quality
17 and ultimately surface and groundwater fed by stormwater runoff Finally Policies OS
18 91 92 and 94 address protection of wetlands and other riparian resources from

19 hydrological disruption protect water quality within floodplains and drainages and
20 minimize erosion effects Further applicable mitigation would reduce impacts further

21 through regulating the construction of septic systems monitoring of point source

22 pollution requiring projects that may worsen water quality to prepare a water quality
23 analysis requiring proof of completion of measures contained within the water

24 quality analysis as well as requiring a number of principles to be instituted onsite to

25 reduce water quality impacts As such the abovementioned existing laws federal

26 State and County regulatory programs ordinances General Plan policies and

27 mitigation measures would be sufficient to ensure that this impact is less than

28 significant
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1 Mitigation

2 In addition to the below specific mitigation measures from EIR No 441 that address

3 water quality directly existing Mitigation Measures4175A4175B and4175E also
4 below would also aid in reducing impacts to water quality
5 Existing Mitigation Measure4175A states The development of septic systems shall
6 be in accordance with applicable standards established by Riverside County and other
7 responsible authorities

8 Existing Mitigation Measure 4175B states Point source pollution reduction

9 programs shall fully adhere to applicable standards required by federal state and

10 local agencies Prior to the approval of individual projects Riverside County shall
11 verify that the provisions of applicable point source pollution programs have been
12 satisfied

13 Existing Mitigation Measure4175C states Where development may contribute to a

14 worsening of local or regional ground or surface water quality as determined by the
15 Riverside County Department of Environmental Health andor RWQCB a water

16 quality analysis shall be prepared The water quality analysis shall include but shall

17 not be limited to an analysis of existing surface and subsurface water quality an

18 assessment of how the proposed development would affect existing water quality an

19 assessment of how the proposed development would affect beneficial uses of the

20 water and specific measures to limit or eliminate potential water quality impacts

21 andor impacts to beneficial uses of ground surface water Where determined

22 necessary by the County or other responsible entity the water quality analysis shall

23 include at an equal level of detail potential impacts to tributary or downstream

24 areas The water quality analysis shall be submitted to the County and the RWCQB for

25 review and shall be approved prior to the issuance of any entitlement that would

26 result in the physical modification of the project site

27 Existing Mitigation Measure4175Dstates The project applicant shall submit to the

28 County and the RWQCB for review and approval evidence that the specific measures
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1 to limit or eliminate potential water quality impacts resulting from the entire
2 development process will be implemented as set forth in the water quality analysis
3 Said evidence shall be submitted and approved prior to the issuance of any
4 entitlement that would result in the physical modification of the project site
5 Existing Mitigation Measure4175E states For each new development project the
6 following principles and policies shall be considered and implemented
7 a Avoid or limit disturbance to natural water bodies and drainage systems including
8 ephemeral drainage systems when feasible Provide adequate buffers of native
9 vegetation along drainage systems to lessen erosion and protect water quality

10 b Appropriate best management practices BMPs must be implemented to lessen
11 impacts to waters of the United States andor waters of the State of California

12 resulting from development Drainages should be left in a natural condition or

13 modified in a way that preserves all existing water quality standards where
14 feasible Any discharges of sediment or other wastes including wastewater to
15 Waters of the United States or Waters of the State must be avoided to the

16 maximum extent practicable All such discharges will require an NPDES permit
17 issued by the Regional Water Quality Control Board RWQCB
18 c Small drainages shall be preserved and incorporated into new development along
19 with adequate buffer zones of native vegetation to the maximum extent
20 practicable

21 d Any impacts to waters of the United States require a Section 401 Water Quality
22 Standards Certification from the RWQCB Impacts to these waters shall be avoided

23 to the maximum extent practicable Where avoidance is not practicable impacts
24 to these waters shall be minimized to the maximum extent practicable Mitigation
25 of unavoidable impacts must at a minimum replace the full function and value of
26 the affected water body Impacts to waters of the United States also require a
27 Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from the United States Army Corps of
28
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