








PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTE ORDER

FEBRUARY 24 2016
RIVERSIDE COUNTY

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

AGENDA ITEM 41

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO 1153 Entitlement Policy Intent to Adopt a Negative
Declaration Applicant County of Riverside Supervisorial District Countywide Area Plan

Countywide Zone Area NA Zone NA Location Countywide with particular policies and
emphasis on the Salton Sea ECVAP and Far Eastern Riverside County FERCO desert area outside
of existing Area Plans Project Size Countywide

II PROJECT DESCRIPTION

County initiated General Plan Amendment GPA No 1153 proposes to amend the Riverside County
General Plan to expand existing renewable energy policies to facilitate renewable energy
development in the county particularly the far eastern desert and Salton Sea regions The Land
Use Element contains text revisions and new and revised policies to coordinate development of
renewable energy in the Far Eastern Riverside County FERCO desert area outside of existing
Area Plans and address both the US Bureau of Land Management Solar Energy Program and the
states proposed Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan DRECP It will also improve public
land coordination for a variety of federal lands within the county Multipurpose Open Space Element
revisions will expand the text and policies addressing renewable energy including emerging
technologies Lastly for the Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan the GPA will establish the Salton
Sea Renewable Energy Policy Area along with greatly expanded text and policies No changes to
Land Use Designations or other land use entitlements are planned for this GPA this GPA is not
associated with any renewable energy development proposals This work effort is funded by a
grant from the California Energy Commission CEC

III MEETING SUMMARY

The following staff presented the subject proposal
Project Planner Cindy A Thielman Braun at 951 955 8632 or email cthielmarctlmaorg

No on spoke in favor in opposition or in a neutral position

IV CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

None

V PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION

Public Comments Closed

Motion by Commissioner Sanchez 2nd by Commissioner Hake
A vote of 50

CD The entire discussion of this agenda item can be found on CD For a copy of the CD please
contact Mary Stark TLMA Commission Secretary at 951 9557436 or email at

mcstarkrctlmaorq



1
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTE ORDER

FEBRUARY 24 2016
RIVERSIDE COUNTY

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

ADOPTED PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO 201601 and

The Planning Commission recommends to the Board of Supervisors to take the following actions

ADOPT a NEGATIVE DECLARATION for ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO 42867 and

TENTATIVELY APPROVE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO 1153 as corrected at hearing

CD The entire discussion of this agenda item can be found on CD For a copy of the CD please
contact Mary Stark TLMA Commission Secretary at 951 9557436 or email at

mcstarkrctlmaorq



Agenda Item No 41 GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO 1153

Area Plan Countywide ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO 42867

Zoning Area NA Applicant County of Riverside
Supervisorial District Countywide EngineerRepresentative NA
Project Planner Cindy A ThielmanBraun
Planning Commission February 24 2016

kfrpaie214
Steve Weiss AICP
Planning Director

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE PLANNING DEPARTMENT
STAFF REPORT

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

General Plan Amendment GPA No 1153 was developed under a grant from the California Energy
Commission CEC to provide a robust framework of policies and data addressing renewable energy
resources throughout the County The amendment applies countywide with a particular focus on the
eastern half of Riverside County which has wide stretches of open desert that have been the focus of a
number of commercial solar energy proposals in recent years

To provide for additional guidance and coordination of future renewable energy development within the
County GPA No 1153 proposes to amend the Riverside County General Plan Land Use Element to
revise and expand discussion and policies addressing renewable energy development including Wind
Energy Siting Solar Energy Siting and Electricity Transmission Siting a new Wilderness Policy Area
section and five associated new policies a new Public Lands in Far Eastern Riverside County section
addressing renewable energy development plans for the region including the States proposed Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan DRECP and the existing US Bureau of Land Management
BLM Solar Energy Plan with nine new associated policies and three new figuresFigure LU7
Wilderness Policy Areas in Far Eastern Riverside County Figure LU8 Far Eastern Riverside County
Solar Energy Areas and Figure LU9 Extent of the Proposed California Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan See attached Exhibits 1 2 and 3 respectively

GPA No 1153 also proposes the following revisions and additions related to renewable energy re
sources for the Multi Purpose Open Space Element new and revised text addressing the renewal
energy resources in the County with four new policies minor edits to Wind Energy Resources
including a new policy edits to Solar Energy Resources including two new policies edits to the
Geothermal Resources and Biomass Resources sections including two new policies a new Emerging
Technologies section and ten new associated policies and revisions to Figure OS5 Renewable
Energy Resources See attached Exhibit 4
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The Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan ECVAP is proposed to add a Salton Sea Renewable Energy
Policy Area with sixteen new associated policies and revisions to Figure ECVAP4 Overlays and
Policy Areas to show the locations of the new policy area as well as the locations of the new
Wilderness Policy Areas located in ECVAP New text and four associated policies are also added to
address Wilderness Policy Areas

Lastly the following Area Plans are also revised to show the Wilderness Policy Areas located in their
territories along with associated policies and edits to their respective Policy Area exhibits Western

Coachella Valley Area Plan WCVAP The Pass Area Plan PAP Riverside Extended Mountainous
Area Plan REMAP Desert Center Area Plan DCAP and Palo Verde Valley Area Plan PVVAP The
policy areas will affect the following areas within the County

Protected Federal Wilderness Areas in Eastern Riverside County

Resource Unit Name Located Within Area Plans Acreage in FERCO Total Acreage in County
Wilderness Beauty Mountain REMAP 0 19550

Wilderness Big Maria Mountains FERCO PVV 35950 46460
Wilderness Chuckwalla Mountains FERCO DC 101520 108760
Wildemess Joshua Tree 3 FERCO WCV ECV DC 397090 493750

National Park 4 Joshua Tree 4 FERCO WCV ECV DC 125690 159650
Wilderness Little Chuckwalla Mountains FERCO 26330 26330
Wilderness Mecca Hills ECV 0 33350

Wilderness Orocopia Mountains FERCO ECV 10960 61610
Wilderness Palen McCoy FERCO PVV 248850 251090

Wilderness Palo Verde Mountains PVV 0 540

Wilderness Pinto Mountains FERCO 23110 23110
Wilderness Rice Valley FERCO 43440 43440

Wilderness Riverside Mountains FERCO 25130 25130

Wilderness San Gorgonio WCV 0 13060
Wilderness San Jacinto REMAP PASS WCV 0 226810

Wilderness Santa Rosa REMAP WCV ECV 0 96010

Proposed National
Sand toSnow WCV 0 36850Monument 5

Total 1038060 1628650

NOTES

1 All areas listed are federal lands and all are managed by the USBureau of Land Management BLM
2 Area Plan abbreviations WCV Western Coachella Valley ECV Eastem Coachella Valley DC Desert Center REMAP Riverside Extended Mountains

PVV Palo Verde Valley PASS San Gorgonio Pass FERCO Far Eastern Riverside County areas not in any existing Area Plan See Land Use Tables of the
individual Area Plans for totals by Area Plan

3 Portion of Joshua Tree Wilderness excluding Joshua Tree National Park
4 Joshua Tree National Park portion of Joshua Tree Wilderness Managed by the USNational Park Service
5 Area proposed for federal National Monument designation pursuant to the proposed federal Califomia Desert Protection Act of 2011
6 Proposed area therefore not included in totals

No Foundation Component or General Plan Land Use Designation changes are proposed under GPA
No 1153
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PROJECT LOCATION

At nearly 7300 square miles in area Riverside is one of the most diverse counties in California It

includes well established urban suburban and rural communities extensive agricultural lands mineral
extraction recreational areas and scenic vistas There are rugged mountains flat valley areas open
desert and expansive natural open spaces The western portion of the County contains most of the
Countys non desert areas as well as most of its urbanized areas To the east is the urbanizing hub of
the Coachella Valley Beyond Coachella is the northern end of the massive Salton Sea Eastern

Riverside County which lies east of the crest of the San Jacinto Mountains contains almost all the
Countys desert regions Elevations in eastern Riverside County range from about 230 feet below mean
sea level at the Salton Sea to 10800 feet at the peak of Mount San Jacinto

BACKGROUND

Project Objectives

Pursuant to the grant agreement executed between Riverside County and the CEC Grant Agreement
REN 13002 the County committed to proposing a General Plan Amendment and other actions to
accomplish the following goals during the grants performance period of July 2014 through March 2016

Provide a robust framework of policies and data addressing renewable energy resources
throughout the County particularly supporting the development and expansion of geothermal
resources in the Salton Sea and the coordination of solar resources in the far eastern portion of
the County with the statesongoing DRECP Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan
development

Key components of the project were identified as the following

1 Incorporation of DRECP preliminary conservation strategies into the Riverside County
General Plan

2 Performance of opportunities and constraints mapping and analysis for renewable energy
resources throughout the County

3 Identification of regions of the County ripe for further policy development to support and
implement renewable energy resource development

The grant commitments outlined above are being met through the following products

1 GPA Multipurpose Open Space Element revisions Expand existing discussion and
policies addressing renewable energy resources in the County including geothermal re
sources and new technologies

2 GPA Land Use Element revisions Expand existing discussion and policies on
renewable energy resources in the County with revisions to clarify focus on land use and
siting related issues Introduction of new Wilderness Policy Areas and associated policies
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serve to bring recognition of existing federal Wildernesses and other public lands within
Riverside County particularly the Far Eastern Riverside County FERCO desert region not
presently covered by any Area Plans and thus addressed in the Land Use Element instead
The FERCO section of the Land Use Element also includes new information and proposed
policies to address the coordination of solar resources with the existing federal US Bureau
of Land Management BLM Solar Energy Plan which created a Riverside East Solar Energy
Zone on public BLMmanaged lands within far eastern Riverside County FERCO and the
State of Californias proposed DRECP See below for more on DRECP The new figures
proposed for this Element also serve to recognize federal lands conservation areas and
identify regions of the County where additional plans for renewable energy are being pro
posed by other agencies ie State and BLM

3 GPA Salton Sea Renewable Energy Policy Area Proposed for the Eastern Coachella
Valley Area Plan ECVAP in which the Riverside County portion of the Salton Sea is
located this policy area is intended to identify an area where future plans for the restoration
conservation and revitalization of the Salton Sea are being created Specific uses are not
addressed in the policy area but may be updated at a later date once the State finalizes its
overall plans for the Sea The policy area does however address the general issues identi
fied for the region in particular focusing on renewable energy development potential in
cluding geothermal in and around the Salton Sea as a means for generating economic value
in the area while at the same time serving to reduce exposed playa that would otherwise
contribute to fugitive dust emissions

4 Online Public GIS Viewer In addition to the GPA presented herein the grant is also being
used as an opportunity to create a series of maps and other geographical data describing the
opportunities and constraints for renewable energy development within Riverside County
particularly in FERCO and the Salton Sea regions The online GIS viewer which will be fully
available to the public will provide a critically needed function for these areas because it will
enable the public to view a variety of maps and data beyond that presented in the General
Plan This includes maps and plans for other agencies such as BLM Imperial County
Salton Sea Authority and State and other data such as utility and infrastructure plans not
currently available on County General Plan maps Further it will also enable these maps
and resources to be viewed in an interactive fashion for individual parcels and areas Once
launched in March the GIS view may be accessed online via the link provided on the
County Planning Departments website More information is available at

http planninqrctlmaorqHome RiversideCountyeREDProgram aspx

About the DRECP

In 2009 the State of California initiated creation of a proposed Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan DRECP to help provide effective protection and conservation of desert ecosystems while
allowing for the appropriate development of renewable energy projects with the states inland desert
regions of seven counties Imperial Inyo Kern Los Angeles Riverside San Bernardino and San
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Diego See Exhibit 3 The objective of the DRECP is to create an efficient and effective biological
mitigation and conservation program providing renewable project developers with permit timing and cost
certainty under the federal and California Endangered Species Acts while at the same time preserving
restoring and enhancing natural communities and related ecosystems Approximately 225 million
acres of federal and non federal California desert land have been identified for inclusion the DRECP
Plan Area In Riverside County the DRECP bounds generally lie immediately east of the existing
Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan CVMSHCP See Exhibit 5 Additional
information on the DRECP can be found at the States website http wwwdrecporq Although the

DRECP has not yet been finalized GPA No 1153 includes policies to recognize the DRECP and
coordinate land use planning within the Countys jurisdiction in a manner that is consistent with or
complementary to the objectives of the DRECP as currently proposed in 2015

Outreach

The grant project began in July 2014 at which time a team of County representatives met with CEC staff
in Sacramento to review the proposed grant project Internal meetings between County staff were held
with a number of other agencies and interested parties including Salton Sea Authority Imperial
County National Renewable Energy Laboratory Imperial Irrigation District IID Coachella Valley Water
District CVWD State Water Resources Control Board BLM and the six other counties located within
the DRECP

Staff also presented project updates and solicited comments and feedback from a number of groups
over the last two years including California Energy Commission Integrated Energy Policy Report
IEPR Lead Commissioner Workshop August 2014 and two presentations to the Coachella Valley
Economic Partnership Renewable Energy Roundtable These were particularly helpful in reaching and
obtaining input from a broad spectrum of interested groups from the community environmental groups
and the energy industry County staff also presented a project update to the CEC August 3 2015 at the
CEC IEPR Workshop on LandscapeScale Environmental Evaluations for Energy Infrastructure Plan
ning and the Strategic Transmission Investment Plan Staff also attended a second meeting in Sacra
mento with CEC staff on January 4 2016 to discuss project status and in particular the projects
relationship to plans developing for the Salton Sea region A Planning Commission workshop was held
February 3 2016 to provide an overview of the grant and proposed GPA development and solicit
comments and feedback from the Commissioners Lastly per the requirements of the CEC grant a
final closeout project meeting is scheduled for March 28 2016 with the CEC in Sacramento

ISSUES OF POTENTIAL CONCERN

Relationship to Existing Policies and Plans

The proposed policy areas and policies generally serve to recognize existing public agency plans such
as BLM Riverside East SEZ DRECP Development Focus Areas and Salton Sea plans and ensure that
future development within Riverside County is appropriately coordinated with any development pro
posed pursuant to said plans The proposed policy areas and policies do not create any new land use
entitlements or propose any new development themselves Rather they are expected to improve
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coordination between land use proposals on private lands and the protection of existing federal
Wildernesses and other public conservation lands

As such none of the new policy areas will affect existing Riverside County policy areas specific plans
overlays or other land use regulations The proposed policies and plans merely add requirements for
planning and coordination Likewise the new policies and policy areas will not conflict with either of the
existing Multiple Species Habitat Plans MSHCPs the Western Riverside County WRC MSHCP or
Coachella Valley CVMSHCP plans Any future project proposed pursuant to the new policy areas will
be required to conform to additional plan wide requirements of the WRC MSHCP such as Riparian
Riverine Policies Specific Species Surveys UrbanWildlands Interface Guidelines UWIG and Narrow
Endemic Plant Species Policies and Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation
Analysis DBESP or CVMSHCP standards as applicable

Tribal Consultation

In accordance with Senate Bill 18 SB 18 the County contacted thirty Tribal entities as listed by the
Native American Heritage Commission for consultation and five tribes were contacted for consultation
pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 AB 52 Of the consulted tribes none specifically requested SB 18
consultation with the County and one Tribe requested AB 52 consultation No significant Tribal Cultural
Resources were identified through the consultation process and no mitigation measures resulted

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The County of Riverside is the Lead Agency for the project Section 210011 of the California

Environmental Quality Act CEQA Guidelines finds that projects to be carried out by public agencies
must be subject to the same level of review and consideration as that of private projects required to be
approved by public entities Therefore the County of Riverside prepared an Initial Study Environmental
Assessment No 42867 for GPA No 1153 which determined that the General Plan Amendment does
not have any potential to have a significant effect on the environment

RECOMMENDATIONS

STAFF RECOMMENDS THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION

ADOPT PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO 2016001 recommending adoption of
General Plan Amendment No 1153 to the Board of Supervisors as shown on Attachment A

THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TAKE THE
FOLLOWING ACTIONS

ADOPT a NEGATIVE DECLARATION for ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO 42867
based on the findings incorporated in the initial study and the conclusion that the project will not
have a significant effect on the environment and
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TENTATIVELY APPROVE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO 1153 amending the Land Use
Element MultiPurpose Open Space Element and Eastern Coachella Valley Western Coachella
Valley The Pass Riverside Extended Mountains Desert Center and Palo Verde Valley Area
Plans in accordance with Attachment B and based on the findings and conclusions incorpor
ated in the staff report and pending final adoption of the General Plan Amendment resolution by
the Board of Supervisors

FINDINGS

The following findings are in addition to those in the attached environmental assessment which is in
corporated herein by reference

1 GPA No 1153 addresses renewable energy development potential within Riverside County In
doing so it makes changes to the Land Use Element and Multi Purpose Open Space Element
as well as the Eastern Western Pass Riverside Extended Mountains Desert Center and Palo
Verde Valley Area Plans As such GPA No 1153 constitutes an EntitlementPolicy Amendment
to the General Plan

2 GPA No 1153 does not alter any General Plan Foundation Components or Land Use Designa
tions As such it is consistent with the policies set forth in the General Plan Administration
Element and Sections24 and 25 of Ordinance No 348

3 The modifications proposed by GPA No 1153 are needed to adjust to new and emerging con
ditions existing in Riverside County such as renewable energy plans proposed by outside
agencies including BLM and the DRECP changing renewable energy development incentives
and proposals for the restoration and revitalization of the Salton Sea by a number of agencies
and to ensure that future renewable energy and related growth in eastern Riverside County is
balanced with appropriate public services infrastructure and basic necessities for healthy and
livable communities

4 GPA No 1153 does not involve a change in or conflict with any Foundation Component designa
tion in the General Plan No zoning General Plan Foundation Components or Land Use Desig
nations are changed by the proposed project

5 GPA No 1153 does not involve a change in or conflict with the Riverside County Vision Rather
it provides additional clarity for implementing the Vision including but not limited to the following

a Adding policies to the General Plan that further implement the Vision relative to Sustain
ability and Global Environmental Stewardship by identifying and requiring coordination
with existing and proposed renewable energy plans on both public and private lands in
the Far Eastern Riverside County FERCO desert region around the Salton Sea and
throughout Riverside County
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b Adding policies to the General Plan that further implement the Vision relative to Conser
vation and Open Space Resource System by identifying and requiring coordination with
existing and proposed public conservation lands in the Far Eastern Riverside County
FERCO desert region and throughout Riverside County

c Adding policies to the General Plan that further implement the Vision relative to
Intergovernmental Cooperation by identifying and requiring coordination with existing
and proposed plans from other government agencies such as BLM and the DRECP
within the FERCO desert region Salton Sea and throughout Riverside County

6 GPA No 1153 does not involve a change in or conflict with any General Plan Principles Rather
it provides additional clarity for implementing the General Plan Principles including but not
limited to the following

a Regional Issues The policies of GPA No 1153 aid the County in achieving the directive
to coordinate with the cities other local and regional agencies and Indian nations to
provide a comprehensive guide to economic and physical development within the
County

b Area Plans This GPA contributes to the Principle of refinement of existing Community
Plans when needed to ensure they remain appropriate for guiding the growth of the com
munities addressed by the Area Plans In particular the GPA adds needed additional
information to the nonArea Plan FERCO region to reflect recent emerging development
and growth trends as well as recognize the plans of other agencies that may affect the
area

c Infrastructure Support This GPA aids in implementing the General Plan Principles
related to infrastructure such as providing the groundwork for locating industrial uses
and stimulating cooperative programs between utility suppliers businesses and other
employers to assure adequate infrastructure support

7 The policies and policy areas proposed by GPA No 1153 do not change or conflict with the
implementation of any policies in the General Plan other than those revised as part of the
project

8 The projects proposed policy areas and policies generally serve to recognize existing public
agency plans and ensure that future development within Riverside County is appropriately
coordinated with any development proposed pursuant to said plans They do not create any new
land use entitlements or propose any new development themselves Rather they are expected
to improve coordination between land use proposals on private lands and the protection of
existing federal Wildernesses and other public conservation lands As such none of the new
policy areas will affect existing Riverside County policy areas specific plans overlays or other
land use regulations
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9 GPA No 1153 does not affect any lands within any Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans
ALUPs within Riverside County Thus it will not result in any ALUP inconsistencies

10 GPA No 1153 does not propose any modifications to roadways or the County circulation net
work It will not have any significant adverse effects on traffic or circulation

11 The project may overlap existing City Spheres of Influence within the San Gorgonio Pass cities
of Banning or Beaumont Coachella Valley cities of Cathedral City Coachella Desert Hot
Springs Indian Wells Indio La Quinta Palm Desert Palm Springs and Rancho Mirage or the
City of Blythe However none of the policies proposed alter land use entitlements or planned
future development within a City Sphere of Influence

12 The project may overlap existing Park and Recreation Districts school districts and other
governmental service areas However none of the policies proposed alter land use entitle
ments or planned future development Nor will the project introduce any new residents or
visitors needing access to existing or new recreational educational medical library or govern
mental facilities

13 The project does not adversely affect any 100year floodplain special flood hazard area area
drainage plan or dam inundation area

14 Nothing in GPA No 1153 alters or alleviates the requirements for any future implementing pro
jects proposed within the proposed Policy Areas to comply with all applicable building codes
public safety codes and Riverside County ordinances and regulations addressing but not limited
to building safety seismic safety fire safety roadway safety geological hazards air quality
water quality flooding hazards utilities agricultural preserves endangered species protection
natural habitat conservation hazardous waste use solid waste disposal light and noise
pollution and zoning and subdivisions

15 Environmental Assessment No 42867 did not identify any potentially significant impacts

16 GPA No 1153 addresses special circumstances and conditions that have emerged and were
unanticipated when the 2003 RCIP General Plan was originally prepared or the 2008 General
Plan updated GPA No 960 was initiated namely policies and programs enacted by the State
of California in particular the Renewable Portfolio Standards in the last ten years have led to a
marked increase in renewable energy development throughout the State including Riverside
County Further the DRECP which has been in development by the State since 2010
addresses plans for directing the development of renewable energy resources and conservation
of desert habitats throughout much of the eastern deserts of the State including those in far
eastern Riverside County on both public BLMmanaged federal lands and potentially private
lands GPA No 1153 recognizes these issues and planning considerations in the General Plan
to ensure that growth in Riverside County occurs in a manner coordinated with or comple
mentary to the long term development and conservation patterns envisioned by the State and
federal agencies BLM via the DRECP
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17 For the reasons outlined above the proposed amendment GPA No 1153 would contribute to
the achievement of the purposes of the General Plan and not be detrimental to them

CONCLUSIONS

1 The General Plan entitlementpolicy amendment proposed by GPA No 1153 is justified because
for the reasons outlined above it is found to be

a consistent with the Riverside County Vision in the General Plan

b consistent with the General Plan Principles

c and consistent with the Foundation Component designations in the General Plan

2 For the reasons listed above the proposed project would contribute to the achievement of the
purposes of the General Plan and would not be detrimental to them

3 The proposed project GPA No 1153 responds to and addresses special circumstances and
conditions that have emerged since the preparation of the 2003 RCIP General Plan and 2008
General Plan Update GPA No 960 namely proposal by the State of California of the Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan DRECP that includes the far eastern portion of Riverside
County in its proposed extent

4 The proposed project is consistent with the General Plan Land Use Element Multi Purpose Open
Space Element and with all other elements of the Riverside County General Plan

5 For the reasons set forth above GPA No 1153 is consistent with the Administration Element of
the General Plan and Sections 24and 25of Ordinance No 348

6 The project is consistent with the zoning classifications of Ordinance No 348 and with all other
applicable provisions of Ordinance No 348

7 The proposed policy areas maps and policies of GPA No 1153 serve to protect the publics
health safety and general welfare

8 The proposed project is designed to ensure future development proposals are compatible with
existing plans for open space and renewable energy in eastern Riverside County as well as with
the present and future logical development of the subject areas

9 GPA No 1153 does not affect any lands within any Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans ALUPs
within Riverside County Thus it will not result in any ALUP inconsistencies
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10 The proposed project will not have a significant adverse effect on any existing Habitat
Conservation Plan Nor will it preclude reserve design for the Western Riverside County or
Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plans It is designed to recognize plans
proposed by the State for future Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan conservation

11 The project will not alter land use entitlements or planned future development within any City
Sphere of Influence Thus it will not have any adverse effects on any City Sphere of Influence

12 The project does not alter land use entitlements or planned future development nor does it

introduce any new residents or visitors needing access to existing or new recreational educa
tional medical library or governmental facilities As such the project will not have any sub
stantial adverse effects on any Park and Recreation Districts school districts and other govern
mental service areas

13 The proposed project will not have a significant adverse effect on the environment

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1 As of this writing no letters in support or opposition have been received
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT 1 Figure LU 7 Wilderness Policy Areas in Far Eastern Riverside County

EXHIBIT 2 Figure LU 8 Far Eastern Riverside County Solar Energy Areas

EXHIBIT 3 Figure LU9 Extent of Proposed California Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan

EXHIBIT 4 Figure 0S5 Renewable Energy Resources

EXHIBIT 5 Map showing relationship of DRECP to existing MSHCPs in Riverside County

ATTACHMENTS

A Planning Commission Resolution No 2016001

B Proposed General Plan revisions Land Use Element Multi Purpose Open Space Element
Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan Western Coachella Valley Area Plan The Pass Area Plan
Riverside Extended Mountains Area Plan Desert Center Area Plan and Palo Verde Valley Area
Plan

C Environmental Assessment No 42867

D Notice of Determination for EA No 42867

E Agency Labels



1 Planning Commission County of Riverside
2

3 RESOLUTION NO 2016001

4
RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF

5
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO 1153

6

7 WHEREAS pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Sections6535065450 et seq
8 public hearings were held before the Riverside County Planning Commission in Riverside California on
9

February 24 2016 to consider the above referenced matter and
10

WHEREAS all the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act CEQA and
11

Riverside County CEQA implementing procedures have been met and the environmental document
12

prepared or relied on is sufficiently detailed so that all the potentially significant effects of the project on13

14 the environment and measures necessary to avoid or substantially lessen such effects have been evaluated

15 in accordance with the above referenced Act and Procedures and

16 WHEREAS the matter was discussed fully with testimony and documentation presented by the
17

public and affected government agencies now therefore
18

BE IT RESOLVED FOUND DETERMINED AND ORDERED by the Planning
19

Commission of the County of Riverside in regular session assembled on February 24 2016 that it has
20

21 reviewed and considered the environmental document prepared or relied on and recommends the

22 following based on the staff report and the findings and conclusions stated therein

23 ADOPTION of the Negative Declaration environmental document Environmental Assessment

24 File No 42867 and
25

ADOPTION of General Plan Amendment No 1153

26

27

28

1



282016IM1Mdata114632210ISVIXO1October20161FigLU7WildernessPolicyAreas ParEastRivCO mzd

r

o I 3 s F4
3

Za a 4 d t rrt

i
rrric

Ul

co 3 3 0 tD

n
Oall

c 2 y c m a O

3

ir plt rp O ii1

1 0 0 S
1 n 2

3 y r

g

s p 00
3 8

i
11 1AvgHi

2

x m

terr
m

vaR a VI

a

L10 c c

ripe
lei 0

r
7J z 7J

r
j

11 f1
c c c c 0

3 n
o

I

d d 0 51 3 i 11 P

d a 3 3 3 C o

J

J 0

f
0

w 3
co 3

c c r

id
i 5

sv

3 3 3 I 3 m

rii

C 3 1 1 O n W

R
3 CAM O c

m m

f iv m i 3
o

a
r o n

r T V N
CD 0

P y Z y m

A a a

111 n N t
gd

Z7 to liN O r

N is1
W all 1

Ir a a i

a

4 0
17

im4610 0 0 rli
uoI O

o o
CO
13 o

C a

t can 1 1
co m ZC1

0 Fp D F m y a r
CD CD bl

ki0 ir x 1

0
E
o

n r

a O ii t
CD 0

H C N D f a

N o r

1 c

I
7

1
3

0 0 0 0
s

nTI 0
o c a

o 1 i 4ao m n

N tD C O
n O Q N

3 m
D 0

3 3 O

c
M y to

D a C
CD

D 3CD
I 5 w likkjm73

DI

Z a

CA C
o

13 N CDCu 3
N

ON
Ad Doi Ilikk

li Q

Zr
1

o d
a



372016JN MMdata 146322 GISMXDOctober2015LU8BLM Riverside East Solar Energy Zone mxd

@ 000 ccn Ili CD

r

Ns

1 ri

3 7J

bill r

0 v m

m m

m o v el
r a

0 1

0 0 a mss
ntN F

Fa0
n

o
n a 1ff 4

m lid
m o 4 0

O

rt Em
J

y

x

x may

a m w3 um 11
e D N II 4 1 t t 1

Lov e4141444ta e I L1 1
wzg

n
CD CD CD f

asa F lD CD D I AL 3

n

ag r r ego w

v nt n

1 Q 0 0

RN rrt Vi

V

8
o Q idon
A

wc oO c orq o 6
p

rJ t

r Ca

Z o

iptr
ID

133 v
m

ill in
7

v
nt

c

mIA z

v
m

E Linta

01 71 11 W 71 t I

v v m v ci Lam

r
113 1

ID SD

m r r 1V
IF

tro i
5 o

vt

a 0
o m

1
XJ aCD t

a

rnco
i
iD

DO m

c

D

iNa

10
0 kiiXX1
cs7 IV

M

m 0
w

0 01

m X
R 1161111 a s 1411 iPAIMMI I 111

ISO4ML
O Z a 1

41117

mi 1

G m 11 x

0 ui
e L

73C m Dom
M z rZ

N

IC N m G N
CO 0



Chapter 3 Land Use Element

0 DRECP Planning Area Boundary
O CDCA Plan Boundary
UCounty Boundary

t
Land Ownership
FederalLands

y3 United Steles Bureau of Land Management

go US Department d Defense
United States Bureau of Reclamation

United States Departrnent cfAgriculture

1111
ill

Ilkliillibt
Nevada

United States Fish and Wildife Service

United States National Perk Service

Stab Lands

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

1n0a California Department of Parks and Recreation

is California State Lands Commission
t Other State Lands

w

Other Lands

Tribal Lands

Private

Nt
i1 j

1
N

o t s

i c
O

e N

Td1etMM eln CrNmi
iJ 4 1

z or
t r

erne
1ewiow ssn i

Hoodoo

jJ
B rerno

iIlerrC t

i one Veils 4 f t

It1 mil

OkIkere
It

AILr
lb UPI Riverside

o r

IM t
c

ss Rale e

a
E
I

san

Dlego Iicrbr
i

mperNl
P a c i t i c i a m

e

O c e a n

1
I

S ow e

Calexico

rz

1

Figure LU9 Extent ofthe Proposed California Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan DRECP

County of Klverslae Generalilan Amendment No 1151
Public Review Draft February 2016 LU89



292016JNMMdata 146322GISVAXDOctober2015OS5Renewable Energy Resources 11x17Lmxd
r

e r
o

0

o
0 m CC cZ

a O g m 0 1 g kip
m 0

3 m 5 s a o m b 11 m
y

f kit

4411
0 to

so

Po 6 o

obi

ik ktaiv

1lell0 a C 1
i 4 411a w Ilikri0 1r4010

a
P40 A T4

0 0 I A mod nommrjri Zvilter
ytit

03 v o v y
1

OM WW
3 filk111111111 ill

g7v v m la I 1 rti

lit
o

a mm
CT

XIm
N D ijN Z ms q

I
a 1g D o m O

a

1 alNN Ar
w

a 1ai imlr
f

0

WE Air
I

2 0 J51111111111111mir
A

I i
IF

a lifir
111 in

0

I11 1

N
a

CO
R Iii Wr

rte y

z

1 d
v

it
E

s
o

11u11Io
icm

cm
z

Dr

N s
w0C
IP
0
t

O
3
N

0 J
aco

N F

X CD

M
Z

0m

D W r
co

M r
cn m Q

Om1
X m o

n X O 0

m p 0 N z D
1 o N

0



A ja14

o 9

71 l O

Jl
1

n
r

N j R D
N

iD I
FT

11
4
I

2

e n

f
coo
o

tik40rc
K

N

OD

a

o
X a

mm
n

o
c

0
I

a
co

O
C D

X v

a

M

Y3o gvpm
7

e
B g N

asfas Ig
cn I g1Ocsi@5i

rIC

g VI
1

yj00030III



S S 5iPi r
k1
tm rk

F T
ekr

Fi
4

r

44

Ii 4 i4 41404 1V4 4 4t04 7 mAsitRS
y

x

r

u

jp
ti7A w va

Land Use Element
Draft General Plan Amendment No 1153





Chapter 3 land Use Element

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 3 Land Use Element
INTRODUCTION 1

BACKGROUND 1
FORMAT OFTHE LAND USE PLAN 1

SETTING 2

LAND USE CONCEPT 3

CONCEPTS OF THE GENERAL PLAN 3
GENERAL PLAN LAND USE MAP 5
AREA PLAN SYSTEM 6

ISSUES AND POLICIES 15

COUNTYWIDE POLICIES 15
Administration 15
The Use and Design of the Land 17
Efficient Use of Land 18

Community Design 19

Project Design 20

Infrastructure Public Facilities and Service Provision 23

Day Care Facilities and Services 23
Land Use Compatibility 24
Economic Development 26

Open Space Habitat and Natural Resource Preservation 27

Fiscal Impacts 29
Air Quality 29
Hillside Development and Slope 30
Circulation 31

Scenic Corridors 32

Airports 33
Wind Energy Siting Re8e4uF6ec 35

Solar Energy Siting Ro ourcoc 37

Electricity Transmission Siting 39
Water Conservation and WaterEfficient Landscaping 41

Density Transfers 42
LAND USE DESIGNATION POLICIES 43

Agriculture 48

Agriculture Area Plan Designation 48
Rural 50

Rural Area Plan Land Use Designations 51
Rural Community 53

Rural Community Area Plan Land Use Designations 53

Open Space 55

Open Space Area Plan Land Use Designations 56

Community Development 58
Residential Area Plan Land Use Designations 59
Commercial Area Plan Land Use Designations 62
Industrial and Business Park Area Plan Land Use Designations 64

Public Facility Area Plan Land Use Designation 65

Community Center Area Plan Land Use Designation 66
Mixed Use Planning Area 71

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
Public Review Draft February 2016 LU



Land Use Element Chapter 3

Overlays 7

Community Development Overlay 72

Community Center Overlay 72

Rural Village Overlay and Rural Village Land Use Overlay 73

Specific Community Development Designation Overlays 74

Policy Areas 75

Closed Landfill Policy Area 75

Wilderness Policy Area 75

FAR EASTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY DESERT AREAS NONAREA PLAN 77

PUBLIC LANDS IN FAR EASTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY 78

RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT IN FAR EASTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY 79

BLM RIVERSIDE EAST SOLAR ENERGY ZONE 79
MARCH JOINT AIR RESERVE BASE 91
AREAS SUBJECT TO INDIAN JURISDICTION 91

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure LU 1 Riverside County General Plan Land Use Foundation Components 7

Figure LU 2 Riverside County Location 9

Figure LU 3 Riverside County Physical Features 11

Figure LU 4 Riverside County Area Plan Boundaries 13

Figure LU 5 Land Use Designation Key 44

Figure LU 6 Eastern Riverside County Land Use Plan 83

Figure LU7 Wilderness Policy Areas in Far Eastern Riverside County FERCO 85

Figure LU8 Far Eastern Riverside County Solar Energy Areas 87

Figure LU9 Extent of Proposed California Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan 89

LIST OF TABLES

Table LU1 Unincorporated Riverside County Cumulative Acreage Summary 6

Table LU2 Unincorporated Riverside County Buildout Capacity Summary 6
Table LU3 Relationship of ALUC Compatibility Plans to County Area Plans 34

Table LU4 Land Use Designations Summary 45

Table LU5 Population per Square Mile 47

Table LU6 Far Eastern Riverside County Desert Areas FERCO Land Use Summary 78

Table LU7 Protected Federal Wilderness Areas in Eastern Riverside County 79

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
LUii Public Review Draft February 2016



Chapter 3
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Introduction

Background

As described in Chapter One Introduction the County of Riverside General Plan is the result of a
comprehensive planning process that is guided by the Vision Statement which establishes a series of fundamental
values shaping the future quality of life for the County of Riverside The Vision Statement was further refined by
a set of General Plan Principles which provided further direction for this comprehensive planning process The
Land Use Element and General Plan Land Use Map Figure LU1 reflect the outcome of this comprehensive
planning process

The Land Use Element functions as a guide to planners the general public and decision makers as to the ultimate
pattern of development It designates the general distribution general location and extent of land uses such as
housing business industry open space agriculture natural resources recreation and public quasipublic uses
The Land Use Element also discusses the standards of residential density and non residential intensity for the
various land use designations

Of the general plan elements required by state law the Land Use Element has the broadest scope Since it
governs how land is to be utilized many of the issues and policies contained in other plan elements are linked in
some degree to this element For example the Circulation Element defines policies for the accommodation of
vehicular and other trips generated by the population and uses permitted by the Land Use Element Similarly the
location and density of uses prescribed by this Element are influenced by policies for the protection of
environmental resources prescribed by the Multipurpose Open Space Element

The Element and General Plan Land Use Map are intended to capture and communicate Riverside Countyslong
term desires for the future use and development of their land

Format of the Land Use Plan

The General Plan consists of two levels of policies that direct land use and
Two Levels of Policy development in the county policies that apply countywide and those that are

Policies that are unique to a specific region Countywide policies are applicable to the entire
applicable countywide are unincorporated area are contained in the General Plan and reflected on the

contained in the Issues General Plan Land Use Map More focused policies that address specific
and Policies Section regional or local issues are found in the individual area plans

beginning on Page 17

Area plan level policies The Land Use Element is divided into three main sections

are contained within each
of the 19 Area Plans

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
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The first section generally describes the natural and urban setting of Riverside County

The second section describes the land use concept for Riverside County and gives a statistical summary
detailing acreages and buildout capacities and

The third section contains policies addressing a variety of land use related issues in Riverside County
This section is divided into two main subcategories

o Countywide Policies these policies apply countywide regardless of land use designation or area
plan For example this subcategory discusses land use related issues regarding such topics as
economic development community design and air quality and

o Land Use Designation Policies these include policies for each land use designation including
Agriculture Rural Residential and Commercial Retail

The General Plan Land Use Map Figure LU 1 is a comprehensive graphic representation of many of the policies
stated in the GeneralPlan and this Land Use Element

Setting

Riverside County is afamily ofspecial communities in a remarkable environmental setting RCIP Vision

Describing the physical setting of Riverside County cannot be done in a single document This remarkable
environmental setting includes many facets from the topography and major physical features to the natural
setting built environment unique communities environmental habitat circulation system and most importantly
the people However in order to provide a framework for the reader a general description of the county is
important

This section of the Land Use Element provides a general description of the major features that comprise the
county This general description is further elaborated upon in each element of the General Plan as well as in the
RCIP Vision and General Planning Principles Additional information detailing the countyssetting can be found
in the Existing Settings Report an appendix to the General Plan Environmental Impact Report Future land uses
for the county are described in the next section as well as within each Area plan

As shown on the Location Map Figure LU2 Riverside County is located in Southern California and lies east of
Orange County north of San Diego and Imperial Counties and south of San Bernardino and Los Angeles
Counties Riverside County is the fourth largest county in the state encompassing approximately 7400 square
miles and extending westward from the Colorado River to within 14 miles of the Pacific Ocean a stretch of some
200 miles Riverside County is roughly equivalent in size to the State of New Jersey

Riverside County contains a spectacular array of diverse geographical features including deserts snow capped
peaks and rugged hills deep valleys forests and rich agricultural lands Set among this rich landscape is a variety
of established andorgrowing urban suburban and rural communities This array of physical features provides a
home for a rich diversity of natural habitat and biological resources In addition the diversity of Riverside County
offers a living environment to appeal to every taste dense urban cities suburban enclaves resorts rural
communities agricultural communities equestrian communities and sparsely populated outposts

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
LU2 Public Review Draft February 2016
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As can be seen on the attached Physical Features Map Figure LU3 Riverside County is roughly divided into
eastern and western halves by the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountains A deep valley known as the San
Gorgonio Pass framed by the San Jacinto and San Gorgonio Mountains creates an accessible corridor linking
these two halves The San Bernardino and Little San Bernardino Mountains form a portion of the northern
boundary while numerous mountain ranges including those in the Santa Rosa Wilderness and Cleveland National
Forest among others serve as boundaries along the southern and western edges of the county

These eastern and western halves of the county are distinguished by their physical characteristics as well as their
historic growth patterns The western portion of the county is roughly half the size of the eastern half and is
bounded by the Santa Ana Mountains and Cleveland National Forest on the west and the San Jacinto Mountains
and the San Bernardino National Forest on the east

Compared to eastern Riverside County the western portion of the county contains the greatest concentration of
population and has experienced the greatest growth pressures The majority of this population is concentrated in
the incorporated cities of Corona Riverside Beaumont Banning Norco Lake Elsinore Perris Hemet San
Jacinto Moreno Valley Calimesa Canyon Lake Murrieta and Temecula

The Santa Ana River which starts in the San Bernardino Mountains flows through the northern portion of
western Riverside County through Orange County and eventually into the Pacific Ocean The San Jacinto River
which flows from the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains cuts roughly through the middle of western
Riverside County and eventually into Lake Elsinore Several manmade lakes which provide water supplies and
recreational opportunities are located in this portion of the county including Lake Mathews Lake Perris Lake
Skinner Vail Lake and Diamond Valley Lake

The eastern portion of Riverside County is bounded by the Colorado River on the east and the Santa Rosa and
San Jacinto Mountains on the west This portion of the county is distinguished from the western portion of the
county by its desert terrain and relatively less populated and congested communities

The vast majority of eastern Riverside Countyspopulation is concentrated in the Coachella Valley within the
incorporated cities of Desert Hot Springs Palm Springs Cathedral City Rancho Mirage Indian Wells Palm
Desert La Quinta Indio and Coachella Many of these communities are noted for their focus on second homes
retirement living and golf resorts The Joshua Tree National Park known for its rich desert habitat forms a
permanent natural boundary at the northern end of the Coachella Valley The Whitewater River a seasonal river
which forms in the San Bernardino Mountains flows through the Coachella Valley and eventually into the Salton
Sea at the Valleys southern end A rich agricultural economy has developed in the Coachella Valley and
contributes to the rural character of eastern Riverside County

A vast expanse of desert wilderness separates the Coachella Valley from the Colorado River The City of Blythe
is located in the Palo Verde Valley along the Colorado River which provides the source for one of the most
productive agricultural regions in the county

Land Use Concept

Concepts of the General Plan

This section of the Land Use Element provides a general description of the countywide land use concept This
land use concept is depicted on the General Plan Land Use Map Figure LU1 as well as in each of the 19 area

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
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plans Immediately following this general description of the concepts driving
Foundation the land use plan is a description of major aspects of the General Plan Land

Components Use Map

Agriculture identifies
The concepts for the Land Use Element are introduced in the RCIP Visionthose areas to be used

for agricultural Statement and elaborated upon in the General Planning Principles contained
production in Appendix B of the General Plan As directed by these documents the

Land Use Element and General Plan Land Use Map are intended to helpRural identifies those
guide Riverside County to achieve an integrated and coordinated land useareas with a distinctive

rural character including open space and transportation system Central to the vision for Riverside
existing rural County is the desire to maintain and enhance the character of Riverside
communities County including its extraordinary natural resources and unique

mountainous and desert communities by clearly defining areas which are suitable for future growth
areas that allow limited and those which are suitable to be preserved and maintained Key to this

development goal is the need to focus future growth into a pattern that complements and
Rural Community incorporates the transportation and multi purpose open space systems In

identifies communities essence future growth should be directed to areas that are well served by
that exhibit a rural public facilities and services and preserve significant environmental features
character and allow such as drainage ways lands subject to extreme natural hazards or lands that

limited development offer scenic beauty The focus of this General Plan is not on the

Open Space identifies continuation of disaggregate land uses but on creating and connecting whole
those areas appropriate communities This vision for Riverside County is desired to be achieved
for the preservation of through the following basic tenants
open space for habitat

recreation scenic value
Accommodate strategically located community centers and replanmineral resource

extraction cultural and existing urban cores with a transit adaptive integrated mixture of
natural resource commercial residential employment parks civic recreational and

preservation This cultural uses within walking distance of transit facilities These

category also identifies community centers are intended to accommodate a portion of future
remote largeparceled growth by allowing increased densities and intensities in order to
areas that allow limited reduce sprawl and the amount of land required for public

development infrastructure
Community

Development identifies Accommodate a comprehensive multipurpose open space system
those areas appropriate that provides a variety of functions including providing a frameworkfor urban or suburban

for community development that encompasses the needs for activedevelopment including
areas for single family and passive recreation establishing separations between com

and multiple family munities and maintaining the historic character ofRiverside County
residential uses

commercial industrial Accommodate a multimodal transportation system that serves an
business park public expanding population and is integrated with a variety of land uses
facilities and a mix of through transit adaptive development and infrastructure This

uses

transportation system is interconnected on the regional and project
level and includes systems for vehicular transit the Oasis concept
pedestrian linkages trails bicycle routes air and other non motorized
forms of transportation The transportation system is designed into
each community and project to provide attractive safe options of
travel

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
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Chapter 3 Land Use Element

Allow for a balanced mixture of land uses including commercial office industrial agriculture and open
space as well as a variety of residential product types densities and intensities in appropriate locations
that respond to a multitude of market segments The land use plan accommodates a variety of housing
types from rural estates to urban apartments

Accommodate the various communities of Riverside County which are maturing in their own way at
their own pace and within their own context This includes the preservation of character in some
communities accommodating growth in other communities and achieving a mixture of growth and
preservation in others

Cooperate regionally on issues of mobility transportation systems development traffic congestion
reduction clear air clean water watershed management and habitat linkages and

Utilize a system of incentives that are designed to facilitate the achievement of these concepts within the
context of the free market

The General Plan Land Use Plan establishes a complex interrelationship of land uses that will contribute to
accomplishing many of the goals of the General Plan By careful adherence to the patterns established a viable
self sustaining county with a high quality of life and desirable physical character can be developed The realization
of the plan will depend on the creation of wellconceived and comprehensive implementation tools and the
continuing support and vision of the countys decisionmakers

General Plan Land Use Map

This section provides a general description and statistical breakdown of the General Plan Land Use Map Figure
LU1 The General Plan Land Use Map depicts the general pattern of the future land use in unincorporated
Riverside County The General Plan Land Use Map consists of five broad Foundation Component land uses
Agriculture Rural Rural Community Open Space and Community Development Each of these is subdivided
into more detailed land use designations at the area plan level The uses allowed within each of these basic
categories are detailed in the Land Use Designations Summary Table Table LU4 and are directed by policies
contained within this Land Use Element

The Unincorporated Riverside County Cumulative Acreage Summary Table Table LU1 presents an itemized
acreage summary for each General Plan Foundation Component The Unincorporated Riverside County
Buildout Capacity Summary Table Table LU2 provides a summary of the capacity projections based upon the
assumed build out of each General Plan land use designation Statistical summaries for each area plan can be
found in their respective area plan document

The General Plan Land Use Map depicts Riverside County as being
predominately rural and natural in character As shown on Table LU1 the
Rural Agricultural Rural Community and Open Space General Plan
Foundation Component designated lands account for 94 of the entire

Buildout Capacityunincorporated area with the remaining 7 devoted to urbanized uses Asand
roadways and Indian lands Approximately 83 of the area in western Methodology can be
Riverside County is designated for Agricultural Rural Rural Community or found in Appendix E1
Open Space uses while these uses make up over 96 of the land in the
eastern half of the county

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
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Table LU1

Unincorporated Riverside County Cumulative Acreage Summary
General Plan Western County oho Eastern County Area

Total
Foundation Component Area Plans Acreage Plans Acreage

Agriculture 29247 2 159630 5 188877 5

Rural 250296 21 42254 1 292550 7

Rural Community 60658 5 3640 0 64298 2

Open Space 661280 55 2630774 90 3292054 80

Community 111590 9 61584 2 173174 4
Development

Other 79116 7 31732 1 110848 3

Total 1192186 100 2929615 100 4121801 100
NOTES

1 Includes Indian Lands and Major Roadways Does not include cities and March JPA within Riverside County

Table LU2

Unincorporated Riverside County Buildout Capacity Summary
Western County Eastern County Total

Population 967919 57 734739 43 1702658
Dwelling Units 315746 61 205151 39 520807

Employment 310331 55 251458 45 561789
NOTES Totals do not include Indian lands or cities within Riverside County

With the majority of Community Development lands in the county designated in its western portion the majority
of the buildout capacity for population dwelling unit and employment also occurs here

Area Plan System

As described in Chapter One much of the unincorporated portions of
c Riverside County are divided into 19 area plans as shown on the Area Plan

Boundary Map Figure LU4 The purpose of these area plans is to provide
For a detailed discussion more detailed land use and policy direction regarding local issues such as land
of the land use system use circulation open space and other topical areas The area plan land use

see the Land Use maps contain a more detailed series of land use categories that are grouped
Designation Policies according to the five General Plan Foundation Components The Land Use

Section Designations Summary Table Table LU4 lists the area plan land use
categories along with their respective density intensity standards and sum
mary ofallowable uses

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
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Chapter 3 Land Use Element

Issues and Policies

The RCIP Vision expresses the desire to become a family of special
communities in a remarkable environmental setting According to the RCIP
Vision and General Planning Principles this desire can be achieved by several We acknowledge that
different means from concentrating future growth and reducing sprawl balancing a variety of

protecting Riverside Countys diverse environmental resources and open
important considerations

in making communityspace systems providing multimodal transportation systems that are inte
decisions is a constant

grated into the community making efficient use of infrastructure services challenge We have faith
and resources and ensuring consistently high development standards that the foundation
These goals address every level of land use from state and regional level provided through our
issues to countywide issues to community and neighborhood level issues to participation in shaping

specific property and parcel level issues Like an interlocking chain every link this vision and its

is vital to the ability to achieve Riverside Countys vision implementing mechan
isms will achieve a
workable balance of

To guide the achievement of the RCIP Vision and General Plan Principles mutual benefit
the Land Use Element is designed to address these many levels of issues and
policies It does so on a systematic basis by topic in order to help organize
and focus the reader However the goal of each policy and topic is to achieve
the desires expressed in the RCIP Vision and General Plan Principles

RCIP Vision

Countywide Policies

The following policies address countywide issues that are general in nature
and may apply to numerous locations and land use designations within the
planning area The policies are grouped by topic and are preceded by a brief
discussion of issues pertaining to the topic As discussed in the Introduction
to the General Plan following each policy is a reference number indicating Despite differences in
the applicable Action Items as listed in the Implementation Program which priorities and approaches
is located in Appendix K1 ofthe General Plan we are engaged in

communitybuilding for
ourselves and our heirs

Administration based on the common

ground we have forged
In order to implement the General Plan the County of Riverside must
perform a number of administrative functions that are not necessarily ex
clusive to land use issues This includes updating the existing ordinances and
developing procedures to carry out the direction of the General Plan as well

RCIP Vision
as coordinating with outside agencies The intent of these policies is to pro
vide directions to allow for the continued operation of non conforming uses
as well as to ensure a coordinated planning effort between the county and
cities LAFCO service providers and the County Airport Land Use Com
mission

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
Public Review Draft February 2016 LU 1



Land Use Element Chapter 3

The General Plan policy
Policies

and implementation item
reference system LU 11 Allow for the continued occupancy operation and mainten

LU 13 Identifies which ance of legal uses and structures that exist at the time of the
element contains the adoption of the General Plan and become non conforming

due to usedi andordevelopment requirementsPolicy in this case the density
Land Use Element and

the sequential number LU 12 Encourage existing non conforming uses to transition into
Al 1 and Al 4 Reference conformance with the new land use designation andorpolicy

to the relevant Action

Items contained in the LU 13 Notify city planning departments of any discretionary projects
Implementation Program within their respective spheresof influence in time to allow for

found in Appendix K coordination and to comment at public hearings AI 4 21

LU 14 Require that annexations allow the County of Riverside to
maintain a sufficient tax base or other revenue base to pay for
their necessary services

LU 15 The County of Riverside shall participate in regional efforts to address issues of mobility
transportation traffic congestion economic development air and water quality watershed and
habitat management with cities local and regional agencies stakeholders Indian nations and
surrounding jurisdictions AI 4 16

LU 16 Coordinate with local agencies such as LAFCO service providers and utilities to ensure
adequate service provision for new development AI 4

LU 17 Review all Specific Plans that have been in effect for 20 or more years in order to determine
whether the types and intensities of proposed development remain appropriate for undeveloped
areas within the Specific Plan boundaries In conjunction with each Foundation General Plan
Amendment eightyear cycle prepare a report on Specific Plan implementation addressing all
Specific Plans with particular attention to Specific Plans that have reached their twentieth
anniversary during that eightyear period AI 7

LU 18 As required by the Airport Land Use Law submit certain proposed actions to the Riverside
County Airport Land Use Commission for review Such actions include proposed amendments
to the General Plan area plans or specific plans as well as proposed revisions to the zoning
ordinance and building codes AI 4

LU 19 In the event that an existing property is smaller in area than would be required by the General
Plan zoning that recognizes the existing lot size may be applied AI 1

LU 110 The Area Plan designations of properties within adopted Specific Plans are provided for infor
mational and illustrative purposes only The actual designations of land are as specified in the
applicable Specific Plan document
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LU 111 In conjunction with the adoption of the General Plan
each adopted Specific Plan is identified as a

CCDevelopment Specific Plan a Rural
Community Specific Plan or a Rural Specific Plan
Future Specific Plans shall be similarly identified at the Riverside County is a
time of adoption The following Specific Plan familyof special

Amendments and Specific Plan Substantial Conform
commu

ka in a

remarkable
ance applications shall not be interpreted to constitute environmental setting
Foundation level changes subject to the eightyear
Foundation General Plan Amendment cycles JJ

a All proposed land use designation changes within a
Community Development Specific Plan

RCIP Vision

b All proposed land use designation changes within a
Rural Community Specific Plan except those that
propose to establish Community Development
other than Public Facilities designations within its
boundaries

c All proposed land use designation changes within a
Rural Specific Plan except those that propose to A sphere of influence is
establish Community Development other than the area outside of and

Public Facilities or Rural Community designations adjacent to a citys border

within its boundaries that the city has identified
as a future logical

extension of its juris
A proposal to add a Public Facilities designation within a diction While the County
Rural Community or Rural Specific Plan shall not be of Riverside has land use
considered a Foundation level change authority over city sphere

areas development in
LU112 Pursuant to state law each land use designation that these areas directly

provides for residential development other than affects circulation service
caretakers dwellings is assigned a population density provision and community

character within the cities
standard for the purposes of projection and
infrastructure planning These population density
standards are relevant only for general planning pur
poses and shall not be interpreted as constituting legal
limitations on the number of persons who may reside at
any particular location or parcel

The Use and Design of the Land

As discussed above there are many levels of land use design necessary to achieve the goal of the RCIP Vision and
General Plan Principles Each level is necessary to the other The following three topics are intended to help
organize the policies that relate to the macro level the medium level and the micro level The Efficient Use of
Land topic deals with countywide or macro level issues the Community Design topic addresses issues at the
neighborhood or community level medium and the Project Design topic addresses the parcel or project micro
level
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Efficient Use ofLand

The population of Riverside County and its cities is expected to double between the years 2000 and 2020 growing
by approximately 14 million people Accommodating this new population and the resultant demand for housing
employment services and resources will be challenge enough But balancing this growth and its demands with
the desire to improve the character and lifestyle of the county is daunting What this means is that the county
must find a place to accommodate growth provide the necessary infrastructure services and resources preserve a
system of multipurpose open space and establish new communities and maintain existing communities that offer
a range of lifestyle choices from urban centers to remote rural enclaves

To achieve these often competing goals land must be used wisely and efficiently Direction is provided by the
RCIP Vision

New growth patterns no longer reflect a pattern of random sprawl Rather they follow a framework of
transportation and open space corridors with concentrations ofdevelopment thatfit into thatframework

In order to efficiently use land growth must be focused into strategically
located centers or into existing developed areas thus minimizing development
pressures on rural agricultural and open space areas This will also help to
preserve the unique rural character of the county and its rich open spaces

The County should Grouped with this focused growth is the need to reorganize patterns of
encourage compact and

development in order to accommodate a range of uses styles and densities istransit adaptive
adaptive to transit and is internally and externally networked to a multimodaldevelopment on regional

and community scales transportation system
The policygoal is to

permit and encourage The following policies express the desire for the preferred patterns of land use
increased densities and in the county

intensities and to reduce
the land required for Policies
public infrastructure

LU 21 Accommodate land use development in accordance with the
patterns and distribution of use and density depicted on the
General Plan Land Use Map Figure LU1 and the Area Plan

General Plan Principles Land Use Maps in accordance with the following AI 1 3 5
9 27 29 30 41 60 91

a Provide a land use mix at the countywide and area plan
levels based on projected need and supported by evalu
ation of impacts to the environment economy infrastruc
ture and services

b Accommodate a range of community types and character from agricultural and rural
enclaves to urban and suburban communities

c Provide for a broad range of land uses intensities and densities including a range of
residential commercial business industry open space recreation and public facilities uses

d Concentrate growth near community centers that provide a mixture of commercial employ
ment entertainment recreation civic and cultural uses to the greatest extent possible
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e Concentrate growth near or within existing urban and
suburban areas to maintain the rural and open space
character of Riverside County to the greatest extent
possible CC

f Site development to capitalize upon multimodal New growth patterns no

transportation opportunities and promote compatible longer reflect a pattern of
land use arrangements that reduce reliance on the random sprawl Rather

they follow a frameworkautomobile
of transportation and
open space corridors

g Prevent inappropriate development in areas that are with concentrations of

environmentally sensitive or subject to severe natural development that fit into
hazards that framework In other

words important open
space and transportation

Community Design corridors define growth
areas

The RCIP Vision states Growth focus in this
County is on quality not

Our communities maintain their individual distinctive qualities and character on frustrating efforts to
surrounded in most cases by open space or non intensive uses to contribute to their halt growth
sense of unique identity Community centers gathering places and specialfocal Population growth
points unique to each community also aid this identity continues and is focused

where it can best be
This section is intended to focus on the desired aspects at a community or accommodated

neighborhood level that help achieve the RCIP Vision and General Plan Growth is well
Principles The RCIP Principles state that The General Plan should coordinated between

promote development ofa unique community identity in which each cities and the County and
community exhibits a special sense ofplace byretaining distinctedges they jointly influence
and sufficient open space between scattered urbanized areas At this periodic state and

scale policies focus on achieving compact transit adaptive development regionalgrowth forecasts

identifying open space separators to provide edges between communities and affecting Riverside

enhancing or creating the distinctiveness of each community County and its cities

Policies

LU 31 Accommodate land use development in accordance with the RCIP Vision

patterns and distribution of use and density depicted on the
General Plan Land Use Maps Figure LU1 and the Area
Plan Land Use Maps in accordance with the following
concepts AI 1 3 9 10 125

a Accommodate communities that provide a balanced mix of land uses including
employment recreation shopping public facilities and housing

b Assist in and promote the development of infill and underutilized parcels which are located
in Community Development areas as identified on the General Plan Land Use Map

c Promote parcel consolidation or coordinated planning of adjacent parcels through incentive
programs and planning assistance
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d Create street and trail networks that directly connect local destinations and that are friendly
to pedestrians equestrians bicyclists and others using non motorized forms of transport
ation

e Re plan existing urban cores and specific plans for higher density compact development as
appropriate to achieve the RCIP Vision

f In new towns accommodate compact transit adaptive infrastructure based on modified
standards that take into account transit system facilities or street network

g Provide the opportunity to link communities through access to multimodal transportation
systems

LU 32 Use open space greenways recreational lands and water
C courses as community separators AI 25 40 60 61

We are proud of the LU 33 Promote the development and preservation of unique
distinctive identities that communities in which each community exhibits a special sense
ourcommunities now of place and quality of design AI 14 30

possess and cherish the
sense of place that LU 34 Allow techniques such as incentives or transfer of

results from them We development credit programs or other mechanisms to achieve
want this sense of place more efficient use of land AI 9 30and distinctiveness

maintained and enhanced

in ourplanning and LU 35 Prepare a community separators map or overlay that will
development activities illustrate the intent of the County of Riverside and its residents

that Riverside Countys distinctive community identities be
maintained The map should be a bubble diagram rather than
attempting to delineate policy boundaries Topographical and

RCIP Vision geographical features such as mountains hills rivers and
floodplains should constitute the community separators in
most cases The map should be used as a tool for Riverside
Countys use in inter governmental matters such as

commenting on proposals submitted to or by LAFCO cities
or tribal authorities AI 4

Project Design

The RCIP Vision states that

Development standards are consistently high oiet in cost by the absence of unpredictable time delays and
conflict in the development review process

This level of policies is intended to address the importance of detail at the parcel and project level in achieving the
vision for Riverside County The individual project is the immediate manifestation of the desires to incorporate
quality and innovative design techniques that help enhance the character of Riverside County and contribute to
the distinctiveness of the community
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Policies

CCLL 41 Require that new developments be located and designed to
visually enhance not degrade the character of the

Incentives and the
surrounding area through consideration of the following competitive need to raise
concepts AI 1 3 6 14 23 24 41 62 the bar in creating

communities of
a Compliance with the design standards of the excellence commonly

appropriate area plan land use category stimulate the

development community
b Require that structures be constructed in accordance to exceed the norms of

with the requirements of Riverside Countys zoning
development standards

building and other pertinent codes and regulations

c Require that an appropriate landscape plan be submitted
and implemented for development projects subject to RCIP Vision

discretionary review

d Require that new development utilize drought tolerant landscaping and incorporate adequate
drought conscious irrigation systems

e Pursue energy efficiency through street configuration building orientation and landscaping
to capitalize on shading and facilitate solar energy as provided for in Title 24 Part 6 andor
Part 11 of the California Code of Regulations CCR

f Incorporate water conservation techniques such as groundwater recharge basins use of
porous pavement drought tolerant landscaping and water recycling as appropriate

g Encourage innovative and creative design concepts

h Encourage the provision of public art that enhances the communitysidentity which may
include elements of historical significance and creative use of childrensart

i Include consistent and welldesigned signage that is integrated with the buildingsarchi
tectural character

j Provide safe and convenient vehicular access and reciprocal access between adjacent
commercial uses

k Locate site entries and storage bays to minimize conflicts with adjacent residential neighbor
hoods

1 Mitigate noise odor lighting and other impacts on surrounding properties

m Provide and maintain landscaping in open spaces and parking lots

n Include extensive landscaping
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o Preserve natural features such as unique natural terrain arroyos canyons and other drainage
ways and native vegetation wherever possible particularly where they provide continuity
with more extensive regional systems

p Require that new development be designed to provide adequate space for pedestrian
connectivity and access recreational trails vehicular access and parking supporting
functions open space and other pertinent elements

q Design parking lots and structures to be functionally and visually integrated and connected

r Site buildings access points along sidewalks pedestrian areas and bicycle routes and include
amenities that encourage pedestrian activity

s Establish safe and frequent pedestrian crossings

t Create a humanscale ground floor environment that includes public open areas that separate
pedestrian space from auto traffic or where mixed it does so with special regard to
pedestrian safety

u Recognize open space including hillsides arroyos riparian areas and other natural features
as amenities that add community identity beauty recreational opportunities and monetary
value to adjacent developed areas

v Manage wild land fire hazards in the design of development proposals located adjacent to
natural open space

LU 42 Require property owners to maintain structures and landscaping to a high standard of design
health and safety through the following AI 5

a Provide proactive code enforcement activities

b Promote programs and work with local service organizations and educational institutions to
inform residential commercial and industrial property owners and tenants about property
maintenance methods

c Promote and support community and neighborhood based efforts for the maintenance
upkeep and renovation of structures and sites

LU 43 Create programs to ensure historic preservation AI 1

LU 44 Encourage the appropriate interpretive use of historic or pre
historic resources for such things as educational kiosks
specially designed play equipment orhistorical landscaping Refer to the

Multipurpose Open

LU 45 Permit historically significant buildings to vary from building Space Element for

and zoning codes in order to maintain the historical character
additional Historic

g Preservation Policies and
of Riverside County providing that the variations do not Discussion
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endanger human life and buildings comply with the State Historic Building Code AI 1
LU46 Promote the availability of day care centers including locating such centers at or near work sites

within high density residential projects and near transportation hubs

Infrastructure Public Facilities and Service Provision

With the projected increase in population demands onfor community facilities and infrastructure such as roads
utilities public safety and schools will increase The challenge will be to correlate the provision of infrastructure
public facilities and services with these demands

In order to ensure the correlation between growth and service provisions as well as to minimize capital and
service costs the RCIP Vision dictates that development should only occur where adequate public facilities and
services are available or are planned for at the time of development In addition it is a expressed desire of
Riverside County that those that benefit from these services and facilities bear a fair share of the cost of
improvements as illustrated in the RCIP Vision as follows

We know that community building involves significant costs We seek sharing of benefits and costs in a
proportional manner the community should fund communiwide benefits and development related benefits
should be funded by the development all aspart ofan equitable overallfinancing strategy We seek shared
funding methods through partnerships that improve overallcosteffectiveness

Policies

LU 51 Ensure that development does not exceed the ability to adequately provide supporting
infrastructure and services such as libraries recreational facilities educational and day care
centers transportation systems and firepolice medical services AI 3 4 32 74

LU 52 Monitor the capacities of infrastructure and services in coordination with service providers
utilities and outside agencies and jurisdictions to ensure that growth does not exceed acceptable
levels of service AI 3 4 32 74

LU53 Review all projects for consistency with individual urban water management plans AI 3

LU 54 Ensure that development and conservation land uses do not infringe upon existing essential
public facilities and public utility corridors which include county regional landfills fee owned
rights ofway and permanent easements whose true land use is that of public facilities This
policy will ensure that the public facilities designation governs over what otherwise may be
inferred by the largescale general plan maps AI 3

Day Care Facilities and Services

The County of Riverside strives to provide attractive safe and wellfunctioning
communities which offer quality public services and facilities that provide a A Day Care Facility is a

high quality of life for all residents A key component towards achieving this facility where children the
vision is the balanced distribution of services and community facilities that disabled or seniors are

meet the needs of Riverside Countys diverse and growing population
supervised and cared for

especially in the day care services sector Changes in demographics and

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
Public Review Draft February 2016 IU



Land Use Element Chapter 3

lifestyles are making day care an increasingly critical issue for parents children society and the economy in the
county

The intent of the following policies is to develop a comprehensive day care delivery system that builds day care
services intothe fabric of the local communities

Policies

LU 61 Provide opportunities to develop a wide range of quality day care facilities including large and
small family day care homes and public and private day care facilities AI 126 127 128

a Permit day care facilities where Riverside County usually permits single family residential
uses except for areas designated Community DevelopmentHeavy Industrial and Open
Space designations of Mineral Resources Conservation Habitat Conservation and Water
and areas where day care facilities are prohibited pursuant to adopted Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plans Limit the capacity of new or expanded capacity of existing day care
facilities in areas subject to hazards or risk that are not amenable to mitigation such as
aircraft accident potential

b When feasible require day care facilities in new residential commercial officeindustrial and
larger mixed use developments except in areas where day care facilities are prohibited
pursuant to adopted Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans Limit the capacity of new or
expanded capacity of existing day care facilities in areas subject to hazards or risks that are
not amenable to mitigation such as aircraft accident potential

c Promote in highneed locations especially in conjunction with schools parks faithbased
institutions community centers and senior centers

LU 62 Encourage cities to adopt day care facility policies that are consistent with Riverside Countys day
care facility policies

Land Use Compatibility

One of the primary purposes of land use planning is to minimize the impacts certain uses have on adjacent areas
This has been traditionally accomplished by providing separation between sensitive uses and uses whose by
products may include noise excessive traffic odors dust or vibrations For instance a number of uses including
agriculture industrial commercial landfills mining operations and transportation facilities can have potentially
adverse effects upon residential neighborhoods sensitive habitat areas and schools However in order to achieve
a more compact development pattern improved accessibility between places of employment and residence and
improved access to transit as described in the RCIP Vision a strict reliance on physical separations is not
practical Instead Riverside County must require construction techniques and enforce use regulations eg
restrictions on hours of operations to help mitigate these impacts and achieve these aspects of the Vision

Compatibility is also associated with character That is the character of an area is often viewed in terms of the
relationships between and treatment of the built and natural environment The design of structures and their
relationship to the surrounding natural andorurban character plays a key role in creating the character or identity
of a place
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The intent of these policies is to provide guidance regarding compatibility including reducing negative impacts on
adjacent uses and the sensitive siting and design of uses

Policies

LU 71 Require land uses to develop in accordance with the General
Plan and area plans to ensure compatibility and minimizeIt is the intent of the
impacts AI 1 3General Plan that new

and encroaching uses
shall provide a mitigation

LU 72 Notwithstanding the Public Facilities designation public
or buffer between existing facilities shall also be allowed in any other land use designation

uses where potential except for the Open Space Conservation and Open Space
adverse impacts could Conservation Habitat land use designations For purposes of

occur this policy a public facility shall include all facilities operated
by the federal government the State of California the County
of Riverside any special district governed by or operating
within the County of Riverside or any city and all facilities
operated by any combination of these agencies

LU73 Consider the positive characteristics and unique features of the project site and surrounding
community during the design and development process AI 3

LU 74 Retain and enhance the integrity of existing residential employment agricultural and open space
areas by protecting them from encroachment of land uses that would result in impacts from
noise noxious fumes glare shadowing and traffic AI 3

LU 75 Require buffering to the extent possible between urban uses and adjacent ruralequestrian
oriented land uses AI 3

LU 76 Require buffering to the extent possible and or the

maintaining of a natural edge for proposed development
directly adjacent to National Forests AI 3

For the purposes of the LU 77 Require buffers to the extent possible between development
Forestry section the

and watercourses including their associated habitatfollowing definitions
apply

LU 78 Require new developments in Fire Hazard Severity Zones to
Forest Land is defined provide for a fuel clearance modification zone as required by
as land supporting at

the Fire Departmentleast 10 native tree

cover of any species
including hardwoods

LU 79 Require buffers between urban uses and adjacent solid waste
under natural conditions disposal facilities

that allows for

management of one or LU 710 The proponent for new development proposals on forested
more forest resources lands with at least 10 coverage of mature conifer trees forest

including timber land or timber in which three or more acres of forested lands

Timber is defined will be cleared removed of trees must demonstrate to the
pursuant to the California County of Riverside compliance with anyall applicable state
Timberland Productivity regulations regarding the protection and operation of said

Act California
Government Code

section 51100 et seq
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forest resources As used here the term native trees shall
only apply to naturally occurring conifers growing above 5000
feet AMSL elevation Additionally replacement trees for all
qualifying mature trees removed must be planted at a ratio of
11 The replacement trees must be planted on the project site
or where that is infeasible because the entire site must be
permanently cleared on property in an acceptable alternate
location preferably nearby

Economic Development

According to the RCIP Vision

Job growth in Riverside County has exceeded the remarkable population growth experienced during the last
20years This is a consequence of the naturalpattern ofjobsfollowing laborforce and the extensive efforts by
local governments the business community and educational institutions to stimulate and reinforce new
economic activity The effort has been aided by the fact that Riverside County offers an outstanding variety of
living environments and housing choices and now enjoys a reputation as a highly desirable place for business
relocation The expansion of educational opportunities and complementary programs between education
industry and the work force hasplayed a significantpart in this economic vitality

It is dear from this Vision statement that there is an intent not only to be responsive to local markets but to
become an equal participant in regional national and international markets

To achieve this goal the General Plan Principles identify several necessary steps They include stimulating a
diverse economic mix providing economic opportunities and ensuring access capabilities to operate effectively at
those economic scales This also includes improving the relationship between jobs and housing opportunities in
order to allow residents to both work and live in the county promoting commercial and industrial development
to grow andor relocate to the county developing employment generating land uses where most appropriate ie
with convenient access to multimodal transportation options on underutilized andor vacant parcels in close
proximity to workers and supporting agricultural uses as an important part of Riverside Countys economy and
heritage

Policies

LU 81 Accommodate the development of a balance of land uses that maintain and enhance Riverside
Countys fiscal viability economic diversity and environmental integrity AI 20

LU 82 Promote and market the development of a variety of stable employment and business uses that
provide a diversity of employment opportunities AI 17

LU 83 Promote the development of focused employment centers rather than inefficient strip com
mercial development

LU 84 Allow the flexibility to reevaluate the appropriateness of employment and business land use
designations that are non viable and inefficient AI 17 19

LU 85 Stimulate cooperative arrangements with adjacent cities counties regions and states where
programs and projects ofmutual benefit can be undertaken AI 4 18
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LU 86 Create practical incentives for business development and avoid disincentives AI 9 17

LU 87 Promote the development and dissemination of marketing information to make business enter
prises aware of the opportunities and advantages of location expansion in Riverside County
AI 17

LU 88 Stimulate industrial businesstype clusters that facilitate competitive advantage in the market
place provide attractive and well landscaped work environments and fit with the character of
our varied communities AI 17 19

LU 89 Allow home enterprise and home occupation activities consistent with preserving the quality of
the residential environment in which they are located

LU810 Locate job centers so they have convenient access to Riverside Countysmultimodal transport
ation facilities

LU 811 Encourage the involvement of business leaders in overall economic development strategies AI
17

LU 812 Improve the relationship and ratio between jobs and housing so that residents have an
opportunity to live and work within the county

Open Space Habitat and Natural Resource Preservation

CC
provides

County is known for its extraordinary environmental setting which
provides recreational ecological and scenic value This open space found in
remote regions of the county as well as within Community Development

Multipurpose regional areas is one of the primary defining aspects of Riverside Countys livability
open space and and character In some instances open space provides the separationscommunity neighborhood

between communities helping to enhance the distinctiveness of communitiespublic spaces are
permanent elements of in the county The RCIP Vision states

the Riverside County
landscape We value the unusually rich and diverse natural environment

with which we are blessed and are committed to maintaining
sufficient areas of natural open space to afford the human
experience of natural environments as well as sustaining the

RCIP Vision permanent viability of the unique landforms and ecosystems that
define this environment

Poorly planned growth and development would threaten to eliminate or
degrade this essential feature of the county The Multipurpose Open Space
Element addresses this issue in great detail The policies below relate directly
to preserving and enhancing open space through land use related methods
They include restrictions on development of open space focusing urban
growth providing recreational and open space opportunities within the built
environment and achieving a balance between urban uses and open space
habitat
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ii Policies

Watercourses include LU 91 Provide for permanent preservation of open space lands that
the courses of streams contain important natural resources cultural resources
rivers creeks whether hazards water features watercourses including arroyos and
permanent or seasonal

canyons and scenic and recreational values AI 10and whether natural or
channelized

LU 92 Require that development protect environmental resources by
compliance with the Multipurpose Open Space Element of the
General Plan and federal and state regulations such as CEQA
NEPA the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act AI 3 10

LU 93 Incorporate open space community greenbelt separators and
recreational amenities into Community Development areas in

For related policies on order to enhance recreational opportunities and community
this topic see the aesthetics and improve the quality of life AI 9 28

Multipurpose Open
Space Element of the LU 94 Allow development clustering andor density transfers in order
General Plan and the to preserve open space natural resources cultural resources

description of the Open and biologicallysensitive resources Wherever possible
Space Foundation development on parcels containing 100year floodplains
Component in this

Element blueline streams and other higherorder watercourses and
areas of steep slopes adjacent to them shall be dustered to
keep development out of watercourse and adjacent steep slope
areas and to be compatible with other nearby land uses AI 1
9

LU 95 In conjunction with the CEQA review process evaluate the potential for residential projects not
located within existing parks and recreation districts or County Service Areas CSAs that
provide for neighborhood and community park development and maintenance to be annexed to
such districts or CSAs and require such annexation where appropriate and feasible AI 3

LU 96 If any area is classified by the State Geologist as an area that contains mineral deposits and is of
regional or statewide significance and Riverside County either has designated that area in its
general plan as having important minerals to be protected pursuant to subdivision a of Section
2761 of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act or has otherwise not yet acted pursuant to
subdivision a then prior to permitting a use which would threaten the potential to extract
minerals in that area Riverside County shall prepare in conjunction with its project CEQA
documentation a statement specifying its reason for permitting the proposed use and shall
forward a copy to the State Geologist and the State Mining and Geology Board for review

LU 97 Protect lands designated by the State Mining and Geology Board as being of regional or
statewide significance from encroachment of incompatible land uses such as highdensity
residential lowdensity residential with high values sensitive public facilities institutions eg
schools hospitals etc by requiring incorporation of buffer zones or visual screening into the
incompatible land use
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Fiscal Impacts

Riverside County is expected to double its population by the year 2020 Not only does this growth place an
additional burden on existing services infrastructure and facilities but there is an ongoing need to address
deteriorating facilities and infrastructure

One of the challenges associated with this population increase will be to ensure that new growth pays for its share
of public services and infrastructure and that existing residents are not burdened with the costs of that new
growth In addition the intent is to enhance Riverside Countyslongterm financial solvency

To achieve these goals constant diligence is necessary to monitor the level of existing services such as police and
fire the operation and maintenance of various facilities and staffing levels so the County of Riverside can
respond to potential changes The County of Riverside recognizes that not every project can have a positive fiscal
impact eg low income housing transit facility but that overall the County must achieve a fiscal balance

Policies

LU 101 Require that new development contribute their fair share to fund infrastructure and public
facilities such as police and fire facilities AI 3

LU 102 Require a fiscal impact analysis for specific plans and major development proposals so as not to
have a negative fiscal impact on the County of Riverside AI 3

Air Quality

Despite continued improvement in this area air quality remains a serious
issue throughout the county and the Southern California region requiring
continued diligence to meet state and federal air quality standards Progress
toward clean air is a challenging task On going solutions occur at manyPlease see the Air
jurisdictional levels and through various methods This section addressesQuality Element for
land use related solutions that can be used to help improve air quality Themore detailed information p P q t3

and additional policies Air Quality Element addresses this topic in greater detail
regarding this topic

Land use distribution has a profound impact on air quality The proliferation
of residential areas and a general lack of significant job centers within the
county has resulted in significant automobile congestion on the regions

highway and arterial roadway system contributing to the areas poor air quality The RCIP Vision acknowledges
this fact and seeks a new direction that is intended to improve the relationship between jobs and housing
opportunities as follows

Land use strategies being implemented in the County reflect an improved balance ofjobs and housing
resulting in significant reduction in the average commute times and related motor vehicle pollutants

The intent of these policies is to provide significant areas for residential and employment generating uses within
close proximity in order to reduce commute times and ease regional congestion and capitalize on a broadening of
choices provided by the regional transportation system
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Policies

LU 111 Provide sufficient commercial and industrial development opportunities in order to increase local
employment levels and thereby minimize long distance commuting AI 1 17

LU 112 Ensure adequate separation between pollution producing activities and sensitive emission
receptors such as hospitals residences child care centers and schools AI 3

LU 113 Accommodate the development of community centers and concentrations of development to
reduce reliance on the automobile and help improve air quality

LU 114 Provide options to the automobile in communities such as transit bicycle and pedestrian trails
to help improve air quality

LU 115 Ensure that all new developments reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions as prescribed in the Air
Quality Element and Climate Action Plan

Hillside Development and Slope

Natural slopes are one of Riverside Countys primary aesthetic resources
Foothill and mountain areas which are visible throughout the county create a
dramatic backdrop for local communities and help define the character of
Riverside County Please see the Safety

Element for additional

Hillside areas also provide an important location for habitat as well as for policies regarding slope

certain lifestyle choices In addition there are public safety issues such as
erosion grading and

slope failures landslides and mudslides that occur naturally or as a result of
drainage

development grading and landscaping

The severity of these slopes the ability to provide infrastructure and services such as transportation water
sewer etc and safety considerations can drastically alter the use and development potential of individual
properties Development on hillsides within the county where land use designations permit will require careful
siting grading and design in order to minimize exposure to hazards and to maintain and enhance the scenic
quality ofRiverside County

Policies

LU 121 Apply the following policies to areas where development is allowed and that contain natural
slopes canyons or other significant elevation changes regardless of land use designation AI 1
23 24

a Require that hillside development minimize alteration of the natural landforms and natural
vegetation

b Allow development clustering to retain slopes in natural open space whenever possible

c Require that areas with slope be developed in a manner to minimize the hazards from
erosion and slope failures
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d Restrict development on visually significant ridgelines canyon edges and hilltops through
sensitive siting and appropriate landscaping to ensure development is visually unobtrusive

e Require hillside adaptive construction techniques such as post and beam construction and
special foundations for development when the need is identified in a soils and geology report
which has been accepted by the County of Riverside

f In areas at risk of flooding limit grading cut and fill to the amount necessary to provide
stable areas for structural foundations street rightsofway parking facilities and other
intended uses

Circulation

Riverside County contains a number of transportation options including
automobile rail and air transportation a transit oasis system bicycling hiking
and walking which serve as vital inter and infraregional linkages for the
movement of people and goods Rapid economic and residential growth both

Please see the within and outside of the county has far outpaced the ability to provide
Circulation Element for adequate transportation facilities resulting in increased roadway congestion

a description of the and decreased air quality Future land use arrangements and supporting multitransit oasis concept modal transportation systems will allow employment service and housing
opportunities in close proximity to each other decrease the need to use the

automobile for every trip reduce roadway congestion and improve the opportunity to use transportation
alternatives safely and effectively The following policies address land use issues related to circulation A more
detailed discussion and policy direction related to circulation can be found in the Circulation Element

Policies

LU 131 Provide land use arrangements that reduce reliance on the automobile and improve opportunities
for pedestrian bicycle and transit use in order to minimize congestion and air pollution

LU132 Locate employment and service uses in areas that are easily accessible to existing or planned
transportation facilities

LU 133 Locate transit stations in community centers and at places of public employment entertainment
recreation and residential concentrations

LU134 Incorporate safe and direct multimodal linkages in the design and development of projects as
appropriate AI 24 26 41

LU 135 Allow traffic calming elements such as narrow streets curb bulbs textured paving and land
scaping where appropriate

LU 136 Require that adequate and accessible circulation facilities exist to meet the demands of a pro
posed land use AI 3

LU 137 Review projects for consistency with Riverside Countys Transportation Demand Ordinance
AI 3
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Scenic Corridors

Riverside County contains abundant natural visual resources including low
lying valleys mountain ranges rock formations rivers and lakes These

features are often enjoyed via Riverside Countysmany roadways Due to the
visual significance of many of these areas several roadways have been
officially recognized as either Eligible or Designated State or County Scenic The development of

Highways These roadways are depicted in the Circulation Element Figure
scenic highways will not
only add to thepleasure

C9 as well as within each of the 19 area plans where applicable The intent of the residents of this
of these policies is to conserve significant scenic resources along designated State but will also play
scenic highways for future generations and to manage development along an important role in

scenic highways and corridors so as not to detract from the areas scenic encouraging the growth

quality of the recreation and

tourism industries upon

Policies which the economy of
many areas of this State

depend
LU 141 Preserve and protect outstanding scenic vistas and visual

features for the enjoyment of the traveling public AI 32
79

LU 142 Incorporate riding hiking and bicycle trails and other The California Scenic

compatible public recreational facilities within scenic Highway Program

corridors Al 33 41 SB1463 adopted 1963

LU 143 Ensure that the design and appearance of new landscaping structures equipment signs or
grading within Designated and Eligible State and County scenic highway corridors are com
patible with the surrounding scenic setting or environment AI 3 32 39

LU 144 Maintain at least a 50foot setback from the edge of the
rightofway for new development adjacent to Designated
and Eligible State and County Scenic Highways AI 3

LU 145 Require new or relocated electric or communication Please see the
Multipurpose Open

distribution lines which would be visible from Designated Space Element and the
and Eligible State and County Scenic Highways to be placed Circulation Element for

underground AI 3 32 additional policies
regarding scenic corridors

LU 146 Prohibit offsite outdoor advertising displays that are visible and highways

from Designated and Eligible State and County Scenic
Highways AI 3 79

LU 147 Require that the size height and type of onpremises signs visible from Designated and Eligible
State and County Scenic Highways be the minimum necessary for identification The design
materials color and location of the signs shall blend with the environment utilizing natural
materials where possible AI 3

LU 148 Avoid the blocking of public views by solid walls AI 3
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Airports

Airports serving the

Airports in Riverside County provide an important function for passengers asCounty are tied into the
well as benefit local and regional economies Future population increases willregional air transportation ure poP

system and operate as an create an additional demand for air transportation In order to ensure the
efficient and convenient orderly expansion of airports and the adoption of land use measures that
transportation mode to minimize the publicsexposure to excessive noise and safety hazards within

accommodate the areas around public airports to the extent that these areas are not already
traveling needs of the devoted to incompatible uses the State of California has adopted the Airportpeople and move Land Use Law Public Utilities Code Sections 21670 216795 This Generalselected goods quickly in

Plan is intended to implement and be consistent with the purposes of thethe highly competitive
Airport Land Use Lawinternational marketplace

The Airport Land Use Law provides for the creation of the Riverside County
Airport Land Use Commission ALUC and the adoption of airport land use
compatibility plans by the Commission to assist the County of Riverside andRCIP Vision
affected cities in land use planning in the vicinity of public use airports
located in the county The Commission has adopted airport land use com

patibility plans for airports in the County and each of those plans as presently adopted is included in Appendix
L1 and incorporated by reference For a summary of those plans refer to the appropriate Area PlansAirport
Influence Area section for the airport in question See Reference Table

Policies

LU 151 Allow airport facilities to continue operating in order to meet existing and future needs
respecting potential noise and safety impacts

LU152 Review all proposed projects and require consistency with any applicable airport land use
compatibility plan as set forth in Appendix I 1 and as summarized in the Area PlansAirport
Influence Area section for the airport in question AI 3

LU 153 Review all subsequent amendments to any airport land use compatibility plan and either amend
the General Plan to be consistent with the compatibility plan or overrule the Airport Land Use
Commission as provided by law Government Code Section 653023 AI 3

LU 154 Prior to the adoption or amendment of the General Plan or any specific plan or the adoption or
amendment of a zoning ordinance or building regulation within the Airport Influence Area of
any airport land use compatibility plan refer such proposed actions to the ALUC for review and
determination as provided by theAirport Land Use Law AI 3

LU 155 If the General Plan has not been found consistent with the applicable Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan ALUCP and the County of Riverside has not overruled the ALUC refer all
actions regulations or permits within the Airport Influence Area to the ALUC for review and
determination as provided by the Airport Land Use Law

LU 156 If the General Plan has been found consistent with the applicable ALUCP the County of
Riverside may elect to voluntarily submit proposed actions regulations or permits to the ALUC
for an advisory review if
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a There is a question as to the purpose intent or interpretation of an ALUCP or

b Assistance is needed in airport land use matters

LU 157 Allow the use of development clustering andor density transfers to meet airport compatibility
requirements as set forth in the applicable airport land use compatibility plan AI 3

LU 158 In accordance with FAA criteria avoid locating sanitary landfills and other land uses that are
artificial attractors of birds within 10000 feet of any runway used by turbine powered aircraft
and within 5000 feet of other runways Also avoid locating attractors of other wildlife that can
be hazardous to aircraft operations in locations adjacent to airports AI 3

LU 159 Ensure that no structures or activities encroach upon or adversely affect the use of navigable
airspace AI 3

Table LU3

Relationship of ALUC Compatibility Plans to County Area Plans
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Area Plans Volume 1
Eastvale X
Elsinore

Harvest Valley Winchester X X

Highgrove X

Jurupa X X

Lake Mathews Woodcrest X

Mead Valley X
Southwest X

Sun City Menifee Valley
Temescal Canyon X

Area Plans Volume 2
Desert Center

Eastern Coachella Valley X X

Lakeview Nuevo X

Palo Verde X
Reche Canyon Badlands X

Riverside Extended Mountain

San Jacinto Valley X

The Pass X

Western Coachella Valley X X

County of Riverside General Plan Amendment No 1153
LU34 Public Review Draft February 2016



Chapter 3 Land Use Element

Wind Energy Siting Resources

Energy resources provide the power necessary to operate and maintain the quality of life enjoyed by most
Riverside County residents Wind energy resources are among the beneficial energy resources located in Riverside
County development of wind resources provides economic and revenue advantages to the County of Riverside
Many types of wind energy power generating facilities are present or will be built within the next 50years

however the potential aesthetic land use noise and ecological issues associated with the
development ofwind turbines necessitate eg at clear policy direction in order to ensure the continuation of the
quality of life in the county Wind turbines also referred to as Wind Energy Conversion Systems WECS should
generally be located away from natural hazards critical habitat and community development types of land uses
Nonetheless wind turbines have an essential role as electric power generators and consistent with these policies
may be constructed and maintained in areas proven to have a wind resource

The following policies address land use and compatibility issues associated with wind energy development and use Renewable energy
resources as a whole including wind are discussed in more detail in the Multipurpose Open Space Element

Policies

LU 161 Prohibit commercial wind turbines within the Rural

Community Foundation Component areas and within the
Rural Residential land use designation Prohibit commercial
wind turbines within the Community Development Found
ation Category except within the areas designated Public These guidelines provide
Facilities Edom Hill and the area around Devers Substation design and modification

within the mapped Policy Area providing for wind energy of poles cross arms and
wire placements to effect

development in the Western Coachella Valley Area Plan AI adequate separation of
3 energized hardware

insulation of wires and
LU162 Require wind turbines to address through project design the other hardware where

alignments ofmultipurpose trails as designated on Figure C 5 sufficient separation
of the Circulation Element AI 3 cannot be attained and

management of eagle
LU 163 Require wind turbines to address through project design perching In addition all

transmission lines
Riverside County Regional Parks and sensitive environmental facilities should avoid
areas Setbacks will be determined on a project by project crossing ridge tops to
basis consistent with applicable zoning requirements AI 3 avoid bird and tower fine

collisions

LU 164 Except in unusual circumstances no wind turbines shall be
sited on lands in excess of25 ofslope AI 3

LU 165 Except in unusual circumstances restrict lands in excess of 25 of slope from uses associated
with wind turbine development such as access roads except in specific instances where
site specific investigation indicates that no adverse impacts or increased hazard would result and
that visual impacts can be mitigated AI 3

LU 166 Prohibit wind turbines located on top of earthquake faults or lineaments AI 3

LU 167 Geotechnical considerations such as potential landslides and mudflows shall be reviewed with
all commercial wind energy developments Geotechnical reports submitted for review shall
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Public Review Draft February 2016 LU



Land Use Element Chapter 3

adequately address avoidance of hazards and if avoidance is not feasible propose mitigation
according to good engineering practices AI 3

LU 168 Wildlife and natural vegetation impacts of proposed commercial wind turbine development shall
be considered including endangered species avoidance and mitigation bird migration flyways
and may include appropriate consultation with state and federal wildlife agencies AI 3

LU 169 Restrict placement of commercial wind turbine arrays within 2000 feet of residential
development for arrays with 10 or fewer wind turbines and restrict placement of commercial
wind turbine arrays within3000 feet or greater of residential development for arrays with more
than 10 wind turbines unless the applicant supplies documentation that the machines are
designed according to proven engineering practices and will not violate applicable County of
Riverside noise standards including excessive low frequency or pure tone noise AI 3

LU 1610 Require wind turbines to operate at less than 65 dBA and not more than 60 dBA when installed
adjacent to noise sensitive land uses AI 3

LU 1611 Ensure that site designs and operation provide for adequate security and safety to lessen the
possibilities and impacts of accidents vandalism and environmental hazards AI 3

LU 1612 Require the design and location of commercial wind energy developments to mitigate visual
impacts Issues which may be included in the review may be but are not necessarily limited to
the following list depending on turbine types densities and sitting AI 3

a Color of turbines

b Location and design of associated facilities such as roads fencing non Public Utilities Com
mission regulated utility lines substations and maintenance buildings to minimize intrusion
or disruption of the landscape

c Minimizing of disturbed ground and roadway and restoring of the surface to natural
vegetation

d Prohibition of brand names or advertising associated with wind turbines visible from any
scenic highways or key viewpoints

e Need for interpretation andor visitors center located at the end of the view shed of
turbines

LU 1613 Require design measures for commercial wind energy development on sites near official or
eligible State or County Scenic Highways designated Figure C9 Circulation Element by
Riverside County and sites within those areas identified as critical and very critical by
Environment Impact Report No 158 Issues which may be included in the review may be but
are not necessarily limited to the followinglist depending on turbine types densities and sitting
AI 3

a Except in unusual circumstances no wind turbine will be sited on slopes in excess of 25
the purpose of this standard is to prevent disturbance and degradation of landforms and
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visual scarring by cut and fill side casting retaining walls trenching and vegetation removal
avoid skyline and ridgeline location

b Wind turbines should be set back from scenic highways and viewpoints set back individual
turbines far enough from scenic highways and key viewpoints so they do not obscure or
overwhelm distinctive skylines set back large turbines from small important landmarks so
that they do not overwhelm the landform

c Coordinate color schemes for all developments avoid mixing colors within a particular array
unless to subordinate a particular turbine type or to provide safety markings limit use of
color patterns as accent for key clusters or individual turbines consider aviation safety
coloration and lighting as may be required by the FAA

Solar Energy Siting Resources

Within California the Sonoran and Mojave deserts provide some of the best potentialfor solar energy generation and storage
including a vast swath of mostly undeveloped land between the Coachella Valley and the Arizona border in the eastern third of
Riverside County The region ypically averages over 300 days of sun eachyear and annual precipitation of about 35 inches As
such both the federal government and State of California have identified this portion ofRiverside County as providing land ky to
future solar energy development

Ongoing development of solar energy both utiliy scale solarpower plants and residential rooftop solar energy ystems is anticipated
over the next 30 years as California continues working to meet updated Renewable Portfolio Standards that seek to increase use of
renewables for electriciy generation As demand increases and economic efficiencies lower costs a variey of solarpower generating

facilities may be built over the next 30 years To ensure solar development does not seriously degrade natural resources care must be
taken to protect critical habitats wilderness areas wildlife corridors important Tribal cultural resources aesthetic and recreational
values as wellas avoiding natural hazards and incompatible land uses

The following policies address land use and compatibiliy issues associated with the siting development and use of solar powerplants
commercial solarfacilities Renewable energy resources as a whole including solar are discussed in more detail in the Multipurpose
Open Space Element

Policies

LU 171

ior public use Relocated to LU 181

LU 172 171 Permit and encourage in an environmentally and fiscally responsible manner the development
of renewable energy resources and related infrastructure including but not limited to the
development of solar power plants in the County of Riverside

LU 172 Except in unusual circwnstances limit the development ofsolarpowerplants on lands in excess of25 of slope

LU 173 Permit and encourage in an environmentally and fiscally responsible manner solar power plants in locations close
to suitable transmission facilities and close to electrical load centers that is end users
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LU 174 Strongly discourage solar power plants using wet cooling solar technologies for
example power towers in desert locations where facility groundwater demand 11111
extraction would exceed safe yields and cause significant drawdown Promote
water conservation measuresfor all solarpowerplant developments Net energy metering

NEM is an electricity
LU 176 Consider designating saltdistressed farmland for development of solar power tariff billing mechanism

plants designed to facilitate the
installation of onsite

renewable energy
Distributedgeneration refers to electricig that is produced at or near the point where it is used These

generation Under NEM
distributed solar energy ystems can be located on rooftops or groundmounted and are ypically tariffs participating
connected to the local utiliy distribution grid Such uses are most commonly installed as accessory customers receive a bill

credit for excess
useswhere the electricity generation is not the main land use on a site and the electrzciy generated is

generation that is
used primarily 50 or more onsite The most common use of accessory solar energy systems is on exported to the electric
residential rooftops to generate electricity for use onsite Other accessory uses can include solar water grid during times when it

heating for use within a building solar pool heating or solar water heating for space heating is not serving onsite load
NEM tariffs are

radiator extensively regulated by
the California Public

Concerns associated with distributed generation facilities often include aesthetics and glare land use Utilities Commission and

compatibility property values and obsolescencedisposal The following policies address land use and subject to change The
CPUC website is the best

compatibility issues associated with the siting development and use of solar energy ystems that is
source for accurate up

accessory solar uses to the extent that the Count is notprecluded by State law from addressing such todate information on

issues Renewable energy resources as a whole including solar are discussed in more detail in the NEM

Multipurpose Open Space Element

Policies

LU474181 Permit and encourage solar energy systems as an accessory use to any
residential commercial industrial mining agricultural or public use LiIII

LU 182 Encourage installation of solar energy ystems for onsite power and hot water A small residential

production rooftop solar energy
system is defined under

LU 183 Encourage housing tracts with over 50 dwelling units to construct at least 20 California Government

of the units such that a substantial portion of each units main roof area receives Code section 658505to

include the following
unobstructed sunlight between 11 am and sunsetyear round Is no larger than 10

kilowatts
LU 184 Consider opportunities to create energy partnerships or participate in programs Is installed on a single

encouraging local residential solar photovoltaic use namely small residential or duplex family dwelling

rooftop solar energy ystems
Does not exceed legal
building heights and

Conforms to a variety of
LU 185 Consider opportunities to coordinate with the Calfornia Public Utilities state fire structural

Commission California Energy Commission and investor owned utilities for electric and other building

example Southern California Edison in providing incentives for solar energy
codes CG sec 658605

ystem installation
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LU 186 Support programs designed to train Riverside County residents in job skills in renewable energy fields such as
photovoltaic solar energy system design and installation

LU 187 Support programs to educate residents on the many renewable energy related opportunities programs and incentives
available in California such as the California Energy CommissionsNew Solar Homes Partnership the Go
Solar California initiative and others

LU 188 Develop and disseminate educational materials to the public to increase the transparence of the review approval
process for residential solar energy systems Such materials may include fact sheets bulletins guidelines checklists
or other such references Ideally all such materials should be made available from a single centralitied source or
website

LU 189 Consider developing incentives to encourage installation of residential solar energy systems on units within specific
plans large single family housing tracts over 50 units and multi family residential structures at time of
construction rather than merely building solarready rooftops

LU 1810 Track County solar energy system permit issuance and periodically examine solar energy trends throughout the
County to ident and where possible remove any barriers to further residentialsolar energy development

Electricity Transmission Siting

Renewable energy development requires a variety of infrastructure facilities to enable the generated energy electricij to be delivered
transmitted to load centers concentrations ofelectricity end users often a great distance from the generation site These transmission
lines are essentialfor reliable electrical service in a region but can require large swaths of land that can conflict with developed uses and
natural environments if notplanned sited and constructed with care Figure C10 in the Circulation Element shows the alignments
ofvarious utility corridors within Riverside County including landsfalling under federal utility corridor designations

As renewable energy development expands particularly in the far eastern desert of Riverside County the need for additional high
voltage electric transmission connections to care the generatedpower to other regions will be critical

The transmission ystem provides a number offunctions including

Enabling wholesale market transactions that help to stabilitie electricprices

Improving ystem reliability and stability

Creating opportunitiesfor establishing new electricgeneration stations particularlyfor renewable energy and

Providing additional voltage support when needed

Because of its importance at the regional state and national levels utility corridor planning occurs at all three of these levels in
addition to local At the state level regional and intrastate transmission lineplanning is undertaken by a number ofagencies

Transmission lines crossing the state are owned and operated by individual energy providers both public and private Southern
Calfornia Edison SCE and Imperial Irrigation District HD operate major transmission lines for example carrying 220500
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kilovolts kV of electricity in Riverside County A critical major transmission corridor nuns eastwest through most of Riverside
County roughly following Interstate 10 and connects the Greater Los Angeles Metropolis along the coast to the energy generators in the
eastern half of the state including the large commercialscale solar generatingfacilities located in fareastern Riverside County as well
as to generators in Arizona Additional major transmission corridors connect to the population centers of western Riverside County
and Coachella Valley as well as linking to San Bernardino Orange San Diego and Imperial counties

In cases where the County is notpreemptedfrom exercisingjurisdiction thefollowingpolicies address land use and compatibility issues
associated with the siting and development ofenergy transmission corridors particularlyfor electricity

Policies

LU 191 Encourage development of electrical transmission lines along routes which minimize potential environmental effects

LU 192 Support rooftop solar energy ystems as a means forpromoting instate electricity production without the needfor
extensive new transmissionfacilities

LU 193 Encourage renewable energy development to focus on locations within ten miles of existing transmission corridors
andfacilities

LU 194 Encourage renewable energy development to avoid crossing via roads or transmission lines areas classified as having
special environmental concerns such as Areas of Critical Environmental Concern or Desert Wildlife Management
Areas

LU 195 Promote the development of distributed renewable stems by sharing relevant information with infrastructure siting
authorities to help maximize renewable energy interconnection opportunities reduce costs for renewable energy
developments and preserve sensitive lands when siting electricity transmission and distribution infrastructure

LU 196 Encourage appropriate secondary land uses such as non inhabited uses such as plant nurseries RV storage open
space and parks in areas with overhead transmission facility rightsofway Trails running along transmission
alignments may also be included as apotential secondary land use provided appropriate easements are obtained

LU 197 Plan or approve transmission relatedprojects with the following objectives in mind

a Protect the health and safety of Riverside Countysresidents and their communities by assuring that
transmission corridors will be located so as to have the least possible adverse impact upon them

b Protect Riverside Countysagricultural economy by assuring that to the extent practicable the placement of
above ground transmission facilities such as highvoltage towers and lines will have the least possible adverse
impact on agriculture

c Protect as much as possible the fragile ecological balance of Riverside Countys wetlands and the surrounding
lands particularly deserts by assuring that natural resources are considered in the location of transmission
corridors andfacilities Integrate protections as part of ecosystem restoration programs whenfeasible

d Protect viewsheds and the aesthetic environment as much as possible by encouraging appropriate location and
designfeaturesfor transmission projects
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Water Conservation and WaterEfficient Landscaping

Riverside Countyssupply of water is limited by its arid climate agricultural practices projected population
growth and dependence on imported water Despite an ever increasing water demand the availability of
imported water has been reduced due to environmental regulations and drought In some areas within Riverside
County contamination from natural or manufactured sources has reduced groundwater quality such that its use
requires treatment Management of the amount of water available local and imported and its quality is an
important response to the gap between supply and demand in Riverside County

The most effective approach to conserving water resources must begin with implementing effective new water
efficient landscaping practices Approximately 60 to 70 of a residential sites water consumption is spent
irrigating landscape illsuited to the Riverside County region Similarly approximately 50 of water used at
commercial sites is spent on landscaping

There is widespread consensus that the use of certain plant materials and landscaping practices can significantly
reduce water consumption New efficient irrigation components are available through smaller irrigation
establishments but they have not replaced their inefficient predecessors within the larger home improvement
centers Similarly few nurseries carry a wide variety or quantity of drought tolerant plants

On December 17 2006 the Riverside County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No 859 This ordinance
required that new development reduce its water demand for landscape by at least 20 Desert water districts

require that landscape plans demonstrate a 50 reduction Riverside County Ordinance No 859 requires the use
of stateoftheart water efficient irrigation components landscaping practices and plant types designed to better
suit the climatic and environmental conditions of the Inland Empire

The County of Riverside has joined with local water agencies and other interest groups to form the Riverside
County Water Task Force The mission of the Task Force is to ensure reliability sustainability and quality of
the water resources within Riverside County through stakeholder communication and collaboration The Task
Force tracks and responds to legislation concerning water supply issues and is involved in seeking solutions to the
endangered species concerns that limit the pumping of State Water Project water to Southern California
Additionally the Water Task Force is developing a Local Model WaterEfficient Landscape Ordinance that will
enhance Riverside Countys Ordinance No 859 and bring it into compliance with the states standards as
reflectedin AB1881

Local water agencies such as Western Municipal Water District Eastern Municipal Water District Coachella
Valley Water District Desert Water Agency Rancho California Water District and others are changing their core
business models to reflect water efficient practices Similarly public agencies such as the County of Riverside
must take similar action and incorporate water efficiency measures into its land use actions

Policies

LU 484 201 Ensure compliance with Riverside Countys water efficient landscape policies Ensure
that projects seeking discretionary permits andor approvals develop and implement landscaping
plans prepared in accordance with the Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance Ordinance No
859 the County of Riverside Guide to California Friendly Landscaping and Riverside Countys
California Friendly Plant List Ensure that irrigation plans for all new development incorporate
weather based controllers and utilize stateoftheart water efficient irrigation components
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LU 132202 Minimize use of turf Minimize the use of natural turf in landscape medians frontyard typical
designs parkways other common areas etc and use drought tolerant planting options mulch
or a combination thereof as a substitute Limit the use ofnatural turf to those areas that serve a
functional recreational element Incorporate other aesthetic design elements such as boulders
stamped concrete pavers flagstone decomposed granite manufactured rock products to
enhance visual interest and impact

LU 183203 Design and field check irrigation plans to reduce runoff Emphasize the use of subsurface
irrigation techniques for landscape areas adjoining non permeable hardscape Utilize subsurface
irrigation or other low volume irrigation technology in association with long narrow or
irregularly shaped turf areas Minimize use of irregularly shaped turf areas

LU 184204 Coordinate Riverside County water efficiency efforts with those of local water agencies
Support local water agencies water conservation efforts

LU 135205 Emphasize and expand the use of recycled water in conjunction with local water
agencies Recycled water determined to be available pursuant to Section 13550 of the
California State Water Code shall be used for appropriate non potable uses whenever it a
provides a beneficial use to the customer b is economically and technically feasible c is
consistent withapplicable regulatory requirements and d is in the best interests of public health
safety and welfare With the exception of non common areas of single family home residential
developments all other irrigation systems must be designed and installed to accommodate the
current or future use of recycled water for irrigation Ifno recycled water availability exists or is
imminent in the vicinity of a project as determined by prevailing water agency all subsurface
piping shall be installed as recycled water ready to reduce future retrofit costs Such irrigation
plans shall be developed in accordance with standards and policies of the applicable recycled
water purveyor Recycled water systems shall be designed to meet regulatory requirements of the
California Department of Public Health and the local recycled water purveyor

LU4206 Encourage Public Participation in Water Conservation Efforts More outreach is needed to
change the public perception of waterefficient landscaping and the design care of such
landscapes as they are a departure from that green paradigm with which many Riverside
County residents are familiar To achieve this objective the County of Riverside will

a Develop tools designed to assist landowners with converting to attractive drought tolerant
landscapes

b Participate in outreach efforts designed to educate the developers landscape personnel
nurseries retail establishments and the public on water efficient landscaping and wise water
use programs

c Promote the use of drought tolerant plants and irrigation components

Density Transfers

Density transfers for residential dwelling units are an important tool for implementing several goals of Riverside
Countys General Plan including open space preservation cultural resource preservation the provision of
community separators and rural lands preservation Additionally for the Western Riverside County Multiple
Species Habitat Conservation Plan WRC MSHCP density transfers will be an important tool in helping to
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assemble the Plans reserve system The County ofRiverside is working with community stakeholders to develop
policies to implement a program to enable and encourage transfers of density that implement the goals described
above The policies will also be designed to be implemented in conjunction with the Incentives System
Administration Element Page A 16 When completed the density transfer policies will be considered for
incorporation into the General Plan

LU494211 Where appropriate use any adopted Density Transfer Program to help implement Rural Village
Overlay Study Areas and the Multi Species Habitat Conservation Program

Land Use Designation Policies

The following section describes the General Plan Foundation Components and area plan land use designations
system and provides guidance for appropriate development within each land use category as depicted on both the
General Plan Figure LU 1 and area plan land use maps

Land use designations are organized in a two tiered hierarchy as shown below on the Land Use Designation Key
General Plan Foundation Components and Area Plan land use designations The General Plan Foundation
Components describe the overall nature and intent of each of the five General Plan land uses Agriculture Rural
Rural Community Open Space and Community Development These Foundation Components are general in
nature and do not determine the specific land use on individual properties located within the boundaries of the
Area Plans Instead parcel specific land uses are located on the individual area plan land use maps These
Foundation Components are further subdivided into the Area Plan land use designations shown on Figure LU5
each containing a specific description of allowable uses and development standards
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Figure LU 5 Land Use Designation Key
Foundation Component Area Plan Designation

Agriculture Agriculture
Rural Rural Residential 5 acre min lot size

Rural Mountainous 10 acre min lot size
Rural Desert 10 acre min lot size

Rural Community Estate Density Residential 2 acre min lot size
Very Low Density Residential 1 acre min lot size
Low Density Residential onehalf acre min lot size

Open Space Open Space Conservation
Open Space Conservation Habitat
Open Space Recreation
Open SpaceRural
Open SpaceWater
Open Space Mineral Resources

Community Development Estate Density Residential 2 acre min lot size
Very Low Density Residential 1 acre min lot size
Low Density Residential onehalf acre min lot size
Medium Density Residential 25 units per acre
Medium High Density Residential 5 8 units per acre
High Density Residential 814 units per acre
Very High Density Residential 1420 units per acre
Highest Density Residential 20plus units per acre
Commercial Retail
Commercial Tourist
Commercial Office

Community Center
Light Industrial
Heavy Industrial
Business Park
Public Facilities

Mixed Use Planning Area

The Land Use Designations Summary Table Table LU4provides intensitydensity standards and allowable land
uses for each land use category A detailed description of the land use designations associated policies and
development standards follows this table For land use designations permitting residential uses at densities at or
less than 2 dwelling units per acre typical representative minimum lot sizes are also displayed to provide the
reader with a conceptual understanding of what types of lot patterns can occur resulting from development in
these designations The table is not intended to imply that there is a minimum lot size requirement associated
with any land use designation However minimum lot size requirements do apply in some circumstances else
where in the General Plan in conjunction with clustering policies policy areas etc

All references to acreage or acres in this Element unless otherwise specified refer to gross acreage

Standards of population density for residential uses can be derived for each residential land use category by
multiplying the maximum allowable number of dwelling units per gross acre duac for the category by the
average number of persons per dwelling unit assumed for the residential designations Table LU5 The persons
per dwelling unit standard used for each area plan varies These standards are described in Appendix E1
Socioeconomic Buildout Assumptions and Methodology

Standards of population density for nonresidential uses can be derived by multiplying one gross acre 43560
square feet by the net acreage factor of075 080 for light industrial uses then by the applicable Floor Area
Ratio FAR or gross building area of all floors divided by lot area and then dividing by the assumed square foot
per employee factor The assumed average square footage of non residential building floor area per employee
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varies among the non residential land use designations and is described in Appendix E Socioeconomic

Buildout Assumptions and Methodology

Table LU4

Land Use Designations Summary
Building

Foundation Area Plan Land Intensity

Component Use Designation Range Notes
duac or

FAR 1234
Agricultural land including row crops groves nurseries dairies poultry farms

Agriculture Agriculture AG 10 ac min processing plants and other related uses
One single family residence allowed per 10 acres except as otherwise specified
by a policy or an overlay
Single family residences with a minimum lot size of 5 acres

Rural Residential Allows limited animal keeping and agricultural uses recreational uses
RR

5 ac min
compatible resource development not including the commercial extraction of
mineral resources and associated uses and governmental uses
Single family residential uses with a minimum lot size of 10 acres
Areas of at least 10 acres where a minimum of 70 of the area has slopes of

Rural 25 or greater
Mountainous RM

10 ac min Allows limited animal keeping agriculture recreational uses compatible
Rural resource development which may include the commercial extraction of mineral

resources with approval of a SMP and associated uses and governmental
uses

Single family residential uses with a minimum lot size of 10 acres
Allows limited animal keeping agriculture recreational renewable energy uses

Rural Desert RD 10 ac min including solar geothermal and wind energy uses as well as associated uses
required to develop and operate these renewable energy sources compatible
resource development which may include the commercial extraction of mineral
resources with approval of SMP and governmental and utility uses

Estate Density Singlefamily detached residences on large parcels of2 to 5 acres
Residential RC 2 ac min Limited agriculture intensive equestrian and animal keeping uses are expected

EDR and encouraged
Very Low Density Singlefamily detached residences on large parcels of 1 to 2 acres

Rural Community Residential RC 1 ac min Limited agriculture intensive equestrian and animal keeping uses are expected
VLDR and encouraged

Low Density Single family detached residences on large parcels of05 to 1 acre
Residential RC 05 ac min Limited agriculture intensive equestrian and animal keeping uses are expected

LDR and encouraged
The protection of open space for natural hazard protection cultural

Conservation C NIA preservation and natural and scenic resource preservation Existing
agriculture is permitted

Conservation Applies to public and private lands conserved and managed in accordance with
Habitat NA adopted Multiple Species Habitat and other Conservation Plans
CH

Includes bodies of water and natural or artificial drainage corridors
Extraction of mineral resources subject to SMP may be permissible provided

Open Space
Water W NA

that flooding hazards are addressed and long term habitat and riparian values
are maintained

Recreation R NIA Recreational uses including parks trails athletic fields and golf courses
Neighborhood parks are permitted within residential land uses
One single family residence allowed per 20 acres

Rural RUR 20 ac min Extraction of mineral resources subject to SMP may be permissible provided
that scenic resources and views are protected

Mineral
NIA Mineral extraction and processing facilities

Resources Min Areas held in reserve for future mineral extraction and processing
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Building

Foundation Area Plan Land Intensity

Component Use Designation Range Notes

duac or
FAR 1234

Estate Density
Single family detached residences on large parcels of 2 to 5 acres

Residential EDR
2 ac min Limited agriculture and animal keeping is permitted however intensive animal

keeping is discouraged
Very Low Density Single family detached residences on large parcels of 1 to 2 acres

Residential 1 ac min Limited agriculture and animal keeping is permitted however intensive animal
VLDR keeping is discouraged

Low Density
Single family detached residences on large parcels of 05 to 1 acre

Residential LDR
05 ac min Limited agriculture and animal keeping is permitted however intensive animal

keeping is discouraged
Single family detached and attached residences with a density range of 2 to 5

Medium Density
dwelling units per acre

Residential MDR
2 5 duac Limited agriculture and animal keeping is permitted however intensive animal

keeping is discouraged
Lot sizes range from 5500 to 20000 sq ft typical 7200 sq ft lots allowed

Medium High Single family attached and detached residences with a density range of 5 to 8
Density 5 8 duac dwelling units per acre

Residential Lot sizes range from 4000 to6500 sq ft
MHDR

High Density
Single family attached and detached residences including townhouses

Community Residential HDR
8 14 duac stacked flats courtyard homes patio homes townhouses and zero lot line

Development
homes

Very High Density
Residential 14 20 duac Single family attached residences and multi family dwellings

VHDR
Highest Density Multifamily dwellings includes apartments and condominium

Residential 20duac Multistoried 3plus structures are allowed
HHDR

Local and regional serving retail and service uses The amount of land
designated for Commercial Retail exceeds that amount anticipated to be

Commercial Retail 020 035 necessary to serve Riverside Countys population at build out Once build out
CR FAR of Commercial Retail reaches the 40 level within any Area Plan additional

studies will be required before CR development beyond the 40 will be

permitted
Commercial 020 035 Tourist related commercial including hotels golf courses and
Tourist CT FAR recreationamusement activities

Commercial Office Variety of office related uses including financial legal insurance and other
CO

035 10 FAR
office services

Light Industrial 025 060 Industrial and related uses including warehousingdistribution assembly and
LI FAR light manufacturing repair facilities and supporting retail uses

Heavy Industrial 015 050 More intense industrial activities that generate greater effects such as
HI FAR excessive noise dust and other nuisances

Business Park 025 060 Employee intensive uses including research and development technology
BP FAR centers corporate offices clean industry and supporting retail uses

Public Facilities 060 FAR Civic uses such as County of Riverside administrative buildings and schools
PF

Includes combination of small lot singlefamily residences multi family
Community Community 5 40 du ac residences commercial retail office business park uses civic uses transit
Development Center CC 010 03 FAR facilities and recreational open space within a unified planned development

area This also includes Community Centers in adopted specific plans
This designation is applied to areas outside of Community Centers The intent

Mixed Use of the designation is not to identify a particular mixture or intensity of land uses
Planning Area but to designate areas where a mixture of residential commercial office

entertainment educational andor recreational uses or other uses is planned
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Overlays and Policy Areas
Overlays and Policy Areas are not considered a Foundation Component Overlays and Policy Areas address local conditions and can be applied in
any Foundation Component The specific details and development characteristics of each Policy Area and Overlay are contained in the appropriate
Area Plan Tables included in General Plan Appendix E1 provide additional specification for each of these types of planning instruments
Community Allows Community Development land use designations to be applied through General Plan Amendments within
Development Overlay specified areas within Rural Rural Community Agriculture or Open Space Foundation Component areas
CDO Specific policies related to each Community Development Overlay are contained in the appropriate Area Plan
Community Center

Allows for either a Community Center or the underlying designated and use to be developedOverlay CCO
The Rural Village Overlay allows a concentration of residential and localserving commercial uses within areas of

Rural Village Overlay rural character

RVO and Rural Village The Rural Village Overlay allows uses and maximum densitiesintensities from the Medium Density Residential
Overlay Study Area Medium High Density Residential and Commercial Retail land use designations
RVOSA In rural villages identified as Rural Village Overlay Study Areas the final boundaries and specific land use

designations will be determined at a later date based on further study
Historic District Overlay This overlay allows for specific protections land uses the application of the Historic Building Code and
HDO consideration for contributing elements to the District
Specific Community

Permits flexibility in land uses designations to account for local conditions Consult the applicable Area Plan textDevelopment for details
Designation Overlay

Policy Areas are specific geographic districts that contain unique characteristics that merit detailed attention and
focused policies These policies may impact the underlying and use designations At the Area Plan level Policy

Policy Areas Areas accommodate several locally specific land use designations such as the Cherry Valley Policy Area The
Pass Area Plan or the Highway 79 Policy Area Sun CityMenifee Valley Area Plan Consult the applicable Area
Plan text for details

NOTES

1 FAR Floor Area Ratio which is the measurement of the amount of non residential building square footage in relation to the size of the lot Duac dwelling units
per acre which is the measurement of the amount of residential units in a given acre
2 The building intensity range noted is exclusive that is the range noted provides a minimum and maximum building intensity
3 Clustering is encouraged in all residential designations The allowable density of a particular land use designation may be clustered in one portion of the site in
smaller lots as long as the ratio of dwelling unitsarea remains within the allowable density range associated with the designation The rest of the site would then be
preserved as open space or a use compatible with open space egagriculture pasture or wildlife habitat Within the Rural Foundation Component and Rural
Designation of the Open Space Foundation Component the allowable density may be clustered as long as no lot is smaller than 05acres This 05acre minimum lot
size also applies to the Rural Community Development Foundation Component However for sites adjacent to Community Development Foundation Component
areas 10000 square foot minimum lots are allowed The clustered areas would be a mix of10000square foot and 05acre lots In such cases larger lots or open
space would be required near the project boundary with Rural Community and Rural Foundation Componentareas
4 The minimum lot size required for each permanent structure with plumbing fixtures utilizing an onsite wastewater treatment system to handle its wastewater is05
acres per structure

Table LU5

Population per Square Mile
Area Plan Designation Population per Square Mile

Western County Area Plans Eastern County Area Plans
Open SpaceRural 43 50
Agriculture Rural Mountainous Rural Desert 91 111
Rural Residential 268 249
Estate Density Residential 632 692
Very Low Density Residential 1546 1443
Low Density Residential 3062 3654
Medium Density Residential 6562 7387
Medium High Density Residential 12671 17372
High Density Residential 22240 24992
Very High Density Residential 33036 42720
Highest Density ResidentialCommunity Center 61777 88390
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Agriculture

One of Riverside Countysmost important land uses in terms of historic
character and economic strength is widespread and diverse agriculture
lands Agriculture production is one of the largest industries in terms of
dollar value in the county and competes successfully in the global economy

Please see the It is clear that agricultural uses provide important employment opportunities
Multipurpose Open for many Riverside County residents Agricultural uses also preserve aSpace Element for

additional policies lifestyle choice that is synonymous with a part of Riverside Countyshistory
regarding agricultural and character In fact it is agriculture that defines the unique character of

uses many communities in Riverside County and helps to define the edges of and
provide separation between developed areas Many people are drawn to
Riverside County for the very character that agricultural uses provide and

there is a solid commitment to ensuring that these uses remain an integral part of Riverside Countysfuture The
importance of agricultural uses and the sensitivity of development in and around agricultural areas is reflected in
the RCIP Vision

Agricultural land that remains economically viable either as apermanent or temporary economic resource is
well protected by policies ordinances and design regulations applicable to new development that may be
planned nearby

However as mentioned in this Vision Statement there is a potential for agricultural uses to conflict with adjacent
uses This is due to mounting growth pressures near and within significant agricultural regions Many existing
agricultural areas have been or are in danger of being encroached upon by uses that are negatively impacted by
some agricultural operations such as residences and schools As agricultural lands become less productive or are
encroached upon there is a danger of these uses becoming less economically viable becoming subdivided or
converting to other uses The acknowledgment of pressures upon agricultural areas and the desire to continue
this use is evident in the following statement from the RCIP Vision

Agriculture remains a strong component of the Countys economy Even though some agricultural land has
been urbanized there has also been expansion in other locations The place ofagriculture in the community
remains strong and conflicts between agricultural operations and nearby development are rare The Riverside
County agricultural industry it a strong competitor in the global agriculturalmarket

The intent of the General Plan Agriculture Foundation Component and
associated policies is to identify and preserve areas where agricultural uses are
the long term desirable use as stated in the General Plan Principles Provide
for the continued and even expanded production ofagricultural products by
conserving areas appropriate for agriculture and related infrastructure and It is the expressed intent

supporting services In addition the intent of these policies is to minimize
of this General Plan that

the conflicts between agricultural and urbansuburban uses
new uses encroaching

upon existing agricultural
operations shall provide

Agriculture Area Plan Designation some type of buffering to
mitigate any compatibility

As shown on the Land Use Designation Key Figure LU5 the Agriculture
issues

Foundation Component consists of one area plan land use designation of the
same name
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