MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

9.8
During the oral communication section of the agenda for Tuesday, June 26, 2012,
Shirley Ferrante spoke regarding commodities program for seniors.
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Gola Golalong, at right, carries out a bag of food from the Perris
Senior Center while volunteer Marylou Martinez, left, helps Jessie
Ellis, second from left, with her food. Riverside County's Office on.
Aging must slash its food distribution program budget by half,
affecting 12 pick-up sites.
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Seventy-six-year-old
retiree Elaine Seastrong A

emerged from the Perris o :
Senior Center this week clutching a plastic Qrocery bag filled with
crackers, canned vegetables and tortillas.

Text Size & ¥

The commodities came with some bad news for Seastrong and the
other 80 to 85 low-income seniors who streamed into the center: a
flier announced that the monthly Food Share program would be
cancelled on June 30 — a victim of Riverside County trying to do
more with less.

“This will be hard on some seniors,” she said as she loaded her
provisions into her vehicle, along with bags she picks up for
homebound friends.

No one knows that better than Ed Walsh, director of Riverside
County’ s Office on Aging, which receives federal dollars for the
Food Share program.

Food Share provides commodities and fresh fruit and vegetables
when available, to low-income senior citizens.

“You wouldn’'t believe what has happened to senior services over
the past several years,” Walsh said this week. “When money is
scarce, the first to get hit is senior services.”

On a state level, there have been debilitating cuts to adult
protective services, in-home support services and delivered meals
for homebound seniors.

Riverside County’s Office on Aging isn’t the only agency feeling the
pinch during these challenging economic times.

G.G. Crawley, deputy director of the San Bernardino County
Department of Aging and Adult Services, said that agency has had

http://www.pe.com/local-news/local-news-headlines/20120527-region-seniors-commoditie. .

Submit

Rive

" Photos

TEMECULA: Street
Painting Festival

SAN BERNARDINO:
B Regal San
Bernardino Stadium
14

YUCAIPA: Final
Goodbyes to Local
War Hero

Your Photos

Want to contribute?
View photos | Submit photos

Follow Us

Search Events

Evenis I Restaurants l Movies | Venues

i g listing

What

When

Where gRiverside, CA

Within

Most Popular

6/25/2012




REGION: Seniors’ commodities program pinched | Breaking News | PE.com - Press-Ente... Page 3 of 7

to cut $59,759 from its senior nutrition program for fiscal 2012-13 Most Read
because less money is coming from Washington, D.C.

CORONA: Woman dies after plunge

. _ 3 ) . off overpass

“That makes a difference in our ability to deliver meals to seniors,” RIVERSIDE: Fate of Earl Ellis G '
i VE : Fate of Earl Ellis Green

Crawley said. to be decided today

The San Bernardino agency provides meals to homebound seniors INLAND: Changes possible for

. . emergency ambulance service
and congregate meals at senior and community centers.

REGION: Jurupa Valley rock gets art
dehit Suindav

Hilary Clarke, deputy director for administrative services at the Most Commented

Riverside County Office on Aging said the increasing demand for
home-delivered meals and hot lunches at senior and community
centers left little money for Food Share.
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“Food Share was the loser,” Clarke said.

Budget sliced

The Food Share program budget has been slashed from $54,000
in fiscal 2011-12 to $27,000 for the fiscal year that starts July 1.

As a result, 12 of 22 senior and community centers that provide
Food Share to hundreds of elderly clients have been cut from the
program.

They are: Banning, Calimesa, Eddie Dee Smith Senior Center in
Jurupa Valley, Lake Elsinore, Moreno Valley, Perris, Temecula and
Sun City. In the city of Riverside: Janet Goeske Senior Center,
Ruth Lewis Community Center at Reid Park, Stratton Community
Center at Bordwell Park and Ysmael Villegas Community Center at
Villegas Park.

Facilities where the monthly distribution will continue include senior
and community centers in Beaumont, Corona, Hemet, Homeland,
Idyliwild, Mead Valley, San Jacinto, the Creekside Apartments in
Riverside and the Whispering Fountains complex in Riverside.

Walsh said the Office on Aging sought to cushion the loss by
cutting the program at senior centers that also serve a daily
cooked meal. ‘

Walsh said he hopes people who would have picked up the
“monthly commodities, instead will take advantage of the hot lunch
program. ‘

“It's an added benefit when they sit and engage with others” he
said. v
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Not enough food

But senior center directors respond that the daily hot programs,
which serve a limited number of seniors, cannot adequately fill the
void.

“We're allotted 64 lunches per day and we max it out every day,”
said Lynne Craig, co-director of Eddie Dee Smith Senior Center in
Jurupa Valley.

The monthly Food Share distribution draws between 300 and 400
seniors, Craig said.

“Last month we had 410,” she said. “That’s a big difference.”

Craig noted that low-income seniors at Smith Senior Center will
still be eligible to receive a food box handed out at the senior
center by the Orange County Community Action Partnership. The
Food Share package coupled with Orange County food box helps
retirement dollars go further.

“Right now, seniors are really worried,” Craig said. “Health care
costs are going up, prescriptions are going up, everything is going
up.” :

Jessica Crawford, senior services coordinator at Janet Goeske
Senior Center in Riverside, said Food Share draws upwards of 200
seniors every month.

The hot lunch program serves between 50 and 60 people.

“l understand that the Office on Aging is being as fair as they could
be,” Crawford said. “But | still feel bad because so many people
need it.”

Retirees Yvonne Cheaney and Larry Wilson sat outside Goeske
Senior Center on Thursday, May 24, chatting while the Food Share
program set up inside.

Cheaney, 77, a retired Corona-Norco Unified School District
employee, said she was concerned but not surprised when she
heard Food Share was being cut.

“I was wondering how they kept it so long in this economy,” she
said.

Cheaney said her monthly allotment helped her retirement ihcome
go further.
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“Well, at least I'll lose some weight,” she said, half in jest. - : ¢
Wilson wasn't nearly as philosophical.

“It's ridiculous,” he said. “There are people, especially seniors, who
need help in this economy.”

“Everything is going up and Social Security doesn’t compensate for
that,” he said. '

On a recent Tuesday morning, friends Gola Long and Jessie Ellis
hurried into the Perris Senior Center to get out of the blistering
heat. i

Minutes later, they were loading their bags into the car and talking
about the impact the loss of Food Share will have on seniors.

“There are so many of us who need this,” said Ellis, a retired
elementary school teacher. “We hope they rethink what they are
doing.”
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DAILY hot meal along with daily
social interaction. The meals
delivered to homebound seniors has
the added benefit of daily contact
with the outside world. For some . . .
it is their only meal of the day. I
believe the Office on Aging made a
wise choice to keep the commodities
program only for locations that do
not have daily hot meals and home
delivery for the homebound.
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profits.....donated cans and such to
stock their shelves. Restaurants
could also do better with their
pricing for seniors so they can enjoy
going out and have a meal out from
time to time.
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Riverside County Board of Supervisors X
Request to Speak

Submit request to Clerk of Board (right of podium),
Speakers are entitled to three (3) minutes, subject
Board Rules listed on the reverse side of this form.

SPEAKER’S NAME: 5hir/€ Fervranl€

Address; #X 7/ Migmroe ST g/

(only if follow-up mail response requested)

City:_/ ) ey s de Zip: O&)b’—[)‘-/

Phone #:

Date: /)77? b6 —/ C’? Agenda #

PLEASE STATE YOUR POSITION BELOW:
Position on “"Regular” (non-appealed) Agenda Item:

Support Oppose Neutral

Note: If you are here for an agenda item that is filed
for “Appeal”, please state separately your position on
the appeal below:

Support

I give my 3 minutes to:




BOARD RULES

Requests to Address Board on “Agenda” Items:

You may request to be heard on a published agenda item. Requests to be
heard must be submitted to the Clerk of the Board before the scheduled
meeting time.

Reguests to Address Board on items that are "NOT"” on the
Agenda:

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these rules, member of the public shall
have the right to address the Board during the mid-morning “Oral
Communications” segment of the published agenda. Said purpose for address
must pertain to issues which are under the direct jurisdiction of the Board of
Supervisors. YOUR TIME WILL BE LIMITED TO THREE (3) MINUTES.

Power Point Presentations/Printed Material:

Speakers who intend to conduct a formalized Power Point presentation or provide
printed material must notify the Clerk of the Board’s Office by 12 noon on the
Monday preceding the Tuesday Board meeting, insuring that the Clerk’s Office has
sufficient copies of all printed materials and at least one (1) copy of the Power
Point CD. Copies of printed material given to the Clerk (by Monday noon deadline)
will be provided to each Supervisor. If you have the need to use the overhead
“Elmo” projector at the Board meeting, please insure your material is clear and
with proper contrast, notifying the Clerk well ahead of the meeting, of your intent
to use the Elmo.

Individual Speaker Limits:

Individual speakers are limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes.
Please step up to the podium when the Chairman calls your name and begin
speaking immediately.  Pull the microphone to your mouth so that the Board,
audience, and audio recording system hear you clearly. Once you start speaking,
the “green” podium light will light. The “yellow” light will come on when you have
one (1) minute remaining. When you have 30 seconds remaining, the “yellow”
light will begin flash, indicating you must quickly wrap up your comments. Your
time is up when the “red” light flashes. The Chairman adheres to a strict three
(3) minutes per speaker. Note: If you intend to give your time to a
“"Group/Organized Presentation”, please state so clearly at the very
bottom of the reverse side of this form.

roup/Organized Presentations:
Group/organized presentations with more than one (1) speaker will be limited to
nine (9) minutes at the Chairman’s discretion. The organizer of the presentation
will automaticaily receive the first three (3) minutes, with the remaining six (6)
minutes relinquished by other speakers, as requested by them on a completed
“Request to Speak” form, and clearly indicated at the front bottom of the form.

Addressing the Board & Acknowledgement by Chairman:

The Chairman will determine what order the speakers will address the Board, and
will cail on all speakers in pairs. The first speaker should immediately step to the
podium and begin addressing the Board. The second speaker should take up a
position in one of the chamber aisles in order to quickly step up to the podium
after the preceding speaker. This is to afford an efficient and timely Board
meeting, giving all attendees the opportunity to make their case. Speakers are
prohibited from making personal attacks, and/or using coarse, crude, profane or
vulgar language while speaking to the Board members, staff, the general public
and/or meeting participants. Such behavior, at the discretion of the Board
Chairman may result in removal from the Board Chambers by Sheriff Deputies.




