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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM: Supervisor John J. Benoit SUBMITTAL DATE:
July 7, 2016

SUBJECT: County Letter Regarding the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern and Conservation
Management Actions proposed in the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan Proposed Land Use
Plan Amendment

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors approve and authorize the Chairman to
submit a letter to the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) Program Manager and the
Secretary of the Interior joining, in part, in the comments made by the Large-scale Solar Association on
the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and the Conservation and Management Actions
(CMASs) proposed in the DRECP Proposed Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA).

BACKGROUND:

Summary

The DRECP is a collaborative planning effort by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), California
Energy Commission, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife that

£| recognizes the desert’s diverse values. The DRECP’s goal is to facilitate renewable energy development
“|in appropriate places in the desert while conserving other resources and uses ﬁother places in the
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Washington, seconded by Supervisor Benoit and duly
carried, IT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FORM 11: County Letter Regarding the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern and Conservation
Management Actions proposed in the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan Proposed Land Use Plan
Amendment
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BACKGROUND:

Summary (continued)

The County has actively participated in the preparation of the DRECP, providing input to ensure the DRECP
would not unfairly burden private lands nor impede the County’s own land use authority over private lands
under the County’s jurisdiction. In March 2015, the DRECP partner agencies announced a phased approach
to completing the DRECP. As part of the approach, the BLM component of the DRECP is now being finalized
first in Phase |, making designations for conservation and renewable energy on BLM public lands through a
Proposed Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA) and Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The
Proposed LUPA would amend the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan that includes Eastern
Riverside County.

It has recently come to my attention that the Conservation Management Actions (CMAs) proposed in the
DRECP may hinder development on renewable energy in the Development Focus Areas identified in the plan.
Development Focus Areas are BLM lands identified in the DRECP that are to be available for solar, wind and
geothermal development. However, rather than streamlining renewable energy project permits in the
Development Focus Areas, which is a goal of the DRECP, the CMAs appear to place greater restrictions on
renewable energy development than currently exist. While the County respects BLM’s land use jurisdiction
over its own lands, | am concerned that if renewable energy projects cannot viably be permitted on BLM lands,
the County and its residents will disproportionally bear the burden of development of such projects on large
swaths of private lands which would foreclose other development opportunities for those private lands. Or,
alternatively, large-scale renewable energy projects will not be built in eastern Riverside County, which would
lose out on job opportunities and suffer other economic impacts. It's important to note that eastern Riverside
County provides prime opportunities for renewable energy development in California, where 50 percent of the
state’s electricity must come from renewable energy sources by 2030.

The County supports renewable energy production in an environmentally and fiscally responsible manner.
Moreover, the County wants to contribute its fair share to meet renewable energy goals. That said, such
renewable energy goals can only best be achieved when renewable energy development and conservation
occur on both public and private lands in a balanced manner.

Impact on Residents and Businesses

Developing renewable energy resources continues to be an important issue across the state. The DRECP
needs to provide more certainty in its Plan to ensure that a proper balance is achieved to provide both
renewable energy opportunities and environmental protections.
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July 12, 2016

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary of Interior

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Re: Concern Regarding the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan, Proposed Land
Use Plan Amendment

Dear Secretary Jewell:

The purpose of this letter is to express concerns that Riverside County has regarding the possible
adoption of the Proposed Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA) related to the Desert Renewable
Energy Conservation Plan (‘Plan”). The Proposed LUPA would amend the California Desert
Conservation Area Plan that includes Eastern Riverside County.

Riverside County has been actively involved in the evolution of the Plan. However, we do not
believe some of the important concerns raised have been addressed in the Plan, including the
need for permit streamlining and ensuring the Plan will not inhibit or impede land exchanges or
swaps relative to planned Salton Sea revitalization and restoration.

We are also concerned that adoption of the preferred alternative in the Plan will chill, if not thwart,
altogether, additional renewable energy development on federally managed lands in Riverside
County. It has recently come to our attention that the Conservation Management Actions
proposed in the Plan may hinder development on renewable energy in the Development Focus
Areas identified in the Plan. Specifically, the County shares the following concerns previously
raised by the renewables industry:

e The Plan burdens those lands which have been identified for possible development -
Development Focus Areas (‘DFAs”) - with Conservation Management Actions (‘CMAs"),
not applicable to development in Riverside County today. Many of these CMAs appear to
serve little purpose explained in the Plan, but would add substantial, and potentially
prohibitive, costs to development on public lands in Riverside County. We understand
that the solar industry has identified the most onerous of these CMAs and requested that
they be modified or eliminated altogether.

e The Plan has not achieved its stated purpose of streamlining environmental review for
projects sited in DFAs. It is particularly troubling that, rather than streamlining project
permits in DFAs, the Plan appears to place greater restrictions on development than
currently exists today. The BLM acknowledged this in a Desert Sun article published July
3, 2016.
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While the County respects BLM’s land use jurisdiction over its managed lands, we are concerned
that if renewable energy projects cannot viably be permitted on federally managed lands,
Riverside County and its residents will disproportionally bear the burden of development of such
projects on large swaths of private lands which would foreclose other development opportunities
for those private lands. Or, alternatively, large-scale renewable energy projects will not be built
in Eastern Riverside County which would have lost job opportunities and other economic impacts
for the County and its residents.

Riverside County is home to thousands of megawatts of renewable energy and wants to
contribute its fair share to meet renewable energy goals. Solar and other renewable energy
development on public lands in Riverside County has been vital to the economic recovery of the
County over the last decade, and remains, in our view, a critical component of the County’s
economic well-being going forward. Riverside County believes renewable energy goals can only
best be achieved when renewable energy development and conservation occur in on both public
and private lands in a balanced manner.

Riverside County understands that the solar industry has most recently expressed its concerns
and recommended a number of revisions to the Plan to address these concerns in a letter to you
dated January 7, 2016 and in a letter dated May 9, 2016 to the DRECP Program Manager in
Sacramento. Riverside County supports the revisions that relate to the application of CMAs in
the DFAs and trusts that you will as well.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. | will make myself and County staff available for a
conversation at your convenience.

il gfﬂw‘i@ﬂ

. Bepioit, Chairman
iverside County Board of Supervisors

cc! Janice Schneider, Department of Interior
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management
Jerry Perez, CA State Director BLM
Vicki Campbell, DRECP Program Manager



CITY OF BLYTHE

235 North Broadway - Blythe, California 92225
Phone (760) 922-6161 « Fax (760) 922-4938

Tuly 11, 2016

Riverside County Board of Supervisors
Attn: Kimberly Rector, Clerk of the Board
4080 Lemon St.

Riverside, CA 92501

Re: Board Item 3-62
Dear Riverside County Board of Supervisors,

The City of Blythe supports your efforts in expressing concern to the Federal Government about
the harmful effects of adopting the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan without
reasonable modifications as outlined by the solar industry. The vast majority of solar
development thus far in Riverside County has been on federal land. As presented in the
preferred alternative, the DRECP leaves an insufficient amount of land for future solar
development. The DRECP creates far too many unnecessary hurdles to future solar development
in the hundreds of proposed Conservation Management Actions. These must be revised. Finally,
the DRECP does not achieve the critical need of permit streamlining. In fact, the plan does just
the opposite and places new hurdles on solar development. As presented, the DRECP will make
solar project costs in some cases unknown and at the very least far too costly to build.

The City of Blythe has experienced great economic benefits from the development of solar
projects on nearby federal land. These projects are contributing greatly to the goals of reducing
global warming by allowing large-scale solar development on federal lands. We do not want that

to stop.
Thank you for taking a leadership role in making these critical concerns known.

Sihcercly,

The Blythe City Council
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Riverside County Board of Supervisors
Request to Speak

Submit request to Clerk of Board (right of podium),
Speakers are entitled to three (3) minutes, subject
to Board Rules listed everse, side of this form.

on, the
SPEAKER’S NAME: de N A.El mey

Address: Llré?/)/ /M&/’IWU D//, ;B;S

(only if follow-up mail response requested)

City:j\/MJI.OU/P L/{“) 2l 6/27,/0

one . 700 30 7165
Date: /}"l[{ L_} /éz Agenda # 3 i é L

PLEASE STATE YOUR POSITION BELOW:

Position on “"'Regular” (non-ap led) Agenda Item:

7 E Support

Note: If you are here for an agenda item that is filed
for “Appeal”, please state separately your position on
the appeal below:

Oppose Neutral

Support Oppose Neutral

I give my 3 minutes to:




BOARD RULES

Requests to Address Board on “Agenda” Items:

You may request to be heard on a published agenda item. Requests to be
heard must be submitted Lo the Clerk of the Board before the scheduled
meeting time.

Requests to Address Board on items that are "NOT” on the
Agenda:

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these rules, member of the public shall
have the right to address the Board during the mid-morning “Oral
Communications” segment of the published agenda. Said purpose for address
must pertain to issues which are under the direct jurisdiction of the Board of
Supervisors. YOUR TIME WILL BE LIMITED TO THREE (3) MINUTES.

Power Point Presentations/Printed Material:

Speakers who intend to conduct a formalized Power Point presentation or provide
printed material must notify the Clerk of the Board's Office by 12 noon on the
Monday preceding the Tuesday Board meeting, insuring that the Clerk’s Office has
sufficient copies of all printed materials and at least one (1) copy of the Power
Point CD. Copies of printed material given to the Clerk (by Monday noon deadline)
will be provided to each Supervisor. If you have the need to use the overhead
“Elmo” projector at the Board meeting, please insure your material is clear and
with proper contrast, notifying the Clerk well ahead of the meeting, of your intent
to use the Elmo.

Individual Speaker Limits:

Individual speakers are limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes.
Please step up to the podium when the Chairman calls your name and begin
speaking immediately.  Pull the microphone to your mouth so that the Board,
audience, and audio recording system hear you clearly. Once you start speaking,
the “green” podium light will light. The "yellow” light will come on when you have
one (1) minute remaining. When you have 30 seconds remaining, the “yellow”
light will begin flash, indicating you must quickly wrap up your comments. V.
time is up when the “red” light flashes. The Chairman adheres to a strict th
(3) minutes per speaker. Note: If you intend to give your time to a
“"Group/Organized Presentation”, please state so clearly at the very
bottom of the reverse side of this form.
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Group/Organized Presentations:

Group/organized presentations with more than one (1) speaker will be limited to
nine (9) minutes at the Chairman’s discretion. The organizer of the presentation
will automatically receive the first three (3) minutes, with the remaining six (6)
minutes relinquished by other speakers, as requested by them on a completed
“Request to Speak” form, and clearly indicated at the front bottom of the form,

ddressing the Board & Acknowl ement by Chairman:
The Chairman will determine what order the speakers will address the Board, and
will call on all speakers in pairs. The first speaker should immediately step to the
podium and begin addressing the Board. The second speaker should take up a
position in one of the chamber aisles in order to quickly step up to the podium
after the preceding speaker. This is to afford an efficient and timely Board
meeting, giving all attendees the opportunity to make their case. Speakers are
prohibited from making personal attacks, and/or using coarse, crude, profane or
vulgar language while speaking to the Board members, staff, the general public
and/or meeting participants. Such behavior, at the discretion of the Board
Chairman may result in removal from the Board Chambers by Sheriff Deputies.



