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April 26, 2017

The Honorable Ricardo Lara, Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee
State Capitol, Room 5050
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB249 (Alien): Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
As introduced February 7,2017
Set for hearing May 1, 2017 - Senate Appropriations Committee
County of Riverside: OPPOSE- Per Board Action

Dear Senator Lara:

On behalf of the Riverside County Board of Supervisors, I write to express our opposition to SB
249, Senator Ben Allen's measure that makes several changes to the Off-Highway Vehicle
Recreation Act of 2003. The County is concerned that these changes would undermine our
efforts to develop and maintain responsible and legal off-highway vehicle (OHV) recreation in
our communities.

The current California Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation program stands as a national model that
provides a statewide system of managed OHV recreation opportunities, together with a grants
program, and a series of state vehicular recreation areas (SVRAs).Riverside County has a high
concentration of OHV ownership; 124,346 total Off-Highway Vehicles are registered to
residents of Riverside County. Our population growth has increased demands for all types of
outdoor recreation, while development has reduced the amount of land available for OHV
activity. High demand combined with a limited number of legal OHV facilities has resulted in a
high incidence of illegal or unsanctioned OHV riding in the County. The Riverside County
Sheriff's Department received an average of 2,SOO-servicecall regarding illegal OHV use since
2007.

The disparity between recreational demand and available OHVvenues in Riverside County has
made the establishment of an OHV facility on public lands in the region a priority. To that end,
the County supports continuing the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Act of 2003 as it
currently exists to ensure that grant funding and state assistance continue to be available for
this currently unmet need in Riverside County.
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We believe that SB 249 unreasonably limits development of SVRAs and inappropriately shifts
funds currently utilized by the program to other, non-OHV-related activities. These and other
changes contained in the bill have the potential to be detrimental to the future of the OHV
program.

For these reasons, we are opposed to SB249. Should you have any questions about our position,
please do not hesitate to contact Deputy County Executive Officer Brian Nestande at (951) 955-
1110 or bnestande@rceo.org.

Cc: Members and Consultants, Senate Appropriations Committee
The Honorable Ben Allen, California State Senate
County of Riverside Delegation
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