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June 6, 2017

The Honorable Scott Wiener
Chair, Senate Human ServicesCommittee
State Capitol, Room4066
Sacramento, CA95814

RE: AB 1401 (Maienschein): Juveniles: Protective Custody Warrant
As Amended April 19, 2017
Set for Hearing June 13, 2017 in Senate Human Services Committee
County of Riverside: SUPPORT- Per Board Action

Dear Senator Wiener:

On behalf of the Riverside County Board of Supervisors, I write to express our support for AB 1401 by Assembly
Member Maienschein. The measure would clarify that a court may issue a protective custody warrant for the
protection of a child under specified circumstances when the child is not already the subject of a dependency
petition.

Under existing law, the juvenile court is allowed to order removal of a child from his or her home when a petition
is filed simultaneously or if social workers investigating child abuse and neglect find that there is imminent danger
or bodily harm. There is some ambiguity in existing law regarding the issue of obtaining warrants without the filing
of a petition. Some courts will issuewarrants without a petition, becausethey believe that authority is inherent in
their judicial powers to protect the interests of a minor. However, in some counties, judges will not do so without
a warrant.

For this reason, the County of Riverside supports AB 1401. If you have any questions about the County's position,
please do not hesitate to contact our Deputy County Executive Officer, Brian Nestande at (951) 955-1110,
bnestande@rceo.org.

AB 1401 would clarify this ambiguity by allowing social workers, under certain circumstances, to seeka court order
to remove a child without filing a petition while still retaining the judge's discretion as to whether a warrant is
appropriate or needed as a precondition. This bill would provide an additional tool for social workers and help to
protect vulnerable children.
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