SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM
2.6
(ID #6319)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, February 6, 2018

FROM : EXECUTIVE OFFICE:

SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE OFFICE: Letters Sent to Riverside County's Legislative Delegation and
Pertinent Parties from January 17, 2018 - January 29, 2018, All Districts {$0]

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Receive and file the Legislative letters sent from January 17, 2018-January 29, 2018.

ACTION: Consent

estande / > 9/2018

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

. On motion of Supervisor Ashley, seconded by Supervisor Jeffries and duly carried by
unanimous vote, IT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is received and filed as
recommended.

Ayes: Jeffries, Tavaglione, Washington, Perez and Ashley

Nays: None Kecia Harper-lhem
Absent: None Clerkspf the Bo
Date: February 6, 2018 By: M %

Xc. EO Deputy
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

$0 $
NET COUNTY COST $0 30 50
j : N
SOURCE OF FUNDS: Budget Adjustment o

For Fiscal Year:

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:

As per Board Policy A-27, the purpose of Riverside County’s Legislative Program is to secure
legislation that benefits the county and its residents, and to oppose/amend legislation that might
adversely affect the County. Recognizing the need for consistency in conveying official positions
on legislative matters, the county has instituted a coordinated process involving interaction
between the Board of Supervisors, the County Executive Office, County agencies/departments,
and the County's legislative advocates in Sacramento and Washington, D.C.

The Executive Office shall include a copy of the written correspondence that is not based on a
specific Board vote as a consent item on the next Board agenda.

Summary

Since the last meeting of the Riverside County Board of Supervisors, the following letters were
delivered to our legislative delegation and all pertinent parties in order to voice Riverside
County’s Support/Opposition:

Legislation/Policy: Federal Judgeships in Riverside County

Position: SUPPORT - Per Legislative Platform

Recipient: Congressmen Calvert, Takano, Ruiz, and Hunter

Summary: The Central District of California is one of the most overloaded and understaffed
district courts in the nation, receiving on average about 640 weighted filings per judgeship per
year, compared to a nationwide average of just over 500. The Eastern Division of the Central
District, located in Riverside and serving over 4.5 million residents of Riverside and San
Bernardino counties, has been functioning with only one judge since July 1, 2016,
overburdening the court’s personnel with a crushing workload and creating hardship for parties,
witnesses, and law enforcement officers, many of whom must travel to other divisions for their
cases to be heard because of the high number of cases filed in the Eastern Division.

The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to support legislation that would create ten
permanent and two temporary judgeships for the Central District of California. The County also
urges conversion of the existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be defunded, to a
permanent position.
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ATTACHMENTS:
Letters
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Board of Supervisors

District 1 Kevin Jeffries
'951-955-1010
District 2 John F. Tavaglione
951-955-1020
District 3 Chuck Washington
Chairiban 951-955-1030
District 4 V. Manuel Perez
951-955-1040
District 5 Marion Ashley

951-955-1050

January 25, 2018

The Honorable Ken Calvert
2205 Rayburn Building

U.S House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515

RE: Federal Judgeships in Riverside County- Per Legislative Platform
Dear Congressman Calvert:

We are writing to you and our Federal Legislative Delegation about an urgent and pressing matter
regarding the Federal judiciary in the Inland Empire which only you, our Federal office holders; are ina
position to remedy.

The Central District of California is one of the most overloaded and understaffed district courts in the
nation, receiving on average about 640 weighted filings per judgeship per year, compared to a nationwide
average of just over 500. The Eastern Division of the Central District, located in Riverside and serving
over 4.5 million residents of Riverside and San Bernardino counties, has been functioning with only one
Jjudge since July 1, 2016, overburdening the court’s personnel with a crushing workload and creating
hardship for parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers, many of whom must travel to other divisions
for their cases to be heard because of the high number of cases filed in the Eastern Division.

The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to support legislation that would create ten permanent and
two temporary judgeships for the Central District of California. The County also urges conversion of the
existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be defunded, to a permanent position.

As to background, the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California was created in 1966 and
consists of three divisions--the Western Division (covering Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
and Ventura Counties), the Southern Division (covering Orange County) and the Eastern Division
(covering Riverside and San Betnardino Counties). The district now has 27 Jjudgeships and one temporary
Jjudgeship, but of those, only two currently sit in the Eastern Division. Only one judge is sitting in the
Eastern Division after the advancement of Judge Virginia Phillips to Chief Judge of the Central District
onJuly 1, 2016. Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, with a combined population of 4.5 million, are
the 10" and 12" most populated counties in the nation — a population that is projected to increase by
more than 30% (to 5.5 million) by 2020. This growth in population has resulted in a dramatic increase in
caseloads, creating an increasingly urgent need for more judges.

County Administrative Center ® Fifth Floor ® 4080 Lemion Street o Riverside, California 92501
Internet — Http://www.countyofriverside.us




The Hororable Ken Calvert
January 25,2018
Page?2

While caseloads within the Western and Southern Divisions of the district increased 9% and 2%,
respectively, from 2008 to 2009, the caseload in the Eastern Division increased 19% during the same
period, and the caseload continues to increase. The latest survey by the Subcommittee on Judicial
Resources of the Judicial Conference of the United States, headed by Chief Justice John Robetts, included
the recommendation that the Central District of California receive ten additional permanent judgeships,
two additional temporary judgeships, and that the existing temporary judgeship be converted to a
permanent position. This recommendation is based upon the 22% increase in weighted case filings in the
Central District since 2007.

Comparing the Central District’s Eastern Division to the State of Kentucky’s District 1 Court, the latter
has ten active judges and seven senior judges, for a total of 17 judges, to serve almost the same population
as the Eastern Division with its much larger easeload. The Southern Division has five judges serving 2
million people, less than half the population served by the Eastern Division with only one judge. Due to
the shortage of judicial personnel in the Eastern Division, the number of civil cases transferted from the
Eastern Division to the Western Division increased 323% from 2007 (146 cases) to 2011 (618 cases), and
currently, 75% of all cases filed are being transferred to either Santa Ana or Los Angeles. These transfers
often result in parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers spending countless hours on Southern
California's already overcrowded freeways traveling to required court appearances. Creation of new
Judgeships in the Central District is a priority for this region and action should be taken without delay.

As you can see, a lack of properly aligned resources is, impeding the timely, and therefore fair,
administration of Federal justice in the Inland Empire. The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to
support legislation that would create ten permanents and two temporary judgeships for the Central District
of California. The County also urges conversion of the existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be
defunded, to a permanent position. If the County can be of assistance in these efforts or should you or
your staff have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy County Executive Officer, Brian
Nestande at (951) 955-1110 or buestande@rivco.org. We thatik you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

e

Chuck Washington
Chairman, Riverside County Board of Supervisors

ce: Riverside County Federal Legislative Delegation

County Administrative Center ® Fifth Floor ® 4080 Lemon Strect o Riverside, California 92501
Internst — Hitp://www.countyofriverside.us
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Board of Supervisors

District 1 Kevin Jeffries
951-955-1010
District2 John F, Tavaglione
951-955-1020
District 3 Chuck Washington
Chaivian 951-955-1030
District 4 V. Manuel Perez
951-955-1040
District 5 Marion Ashiey

951-955-1050

January 25, 2018

The Honorable Duncan Hunter
2429 Rayburn House Office Bldg
U.S House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515

RE: Federal Judgeships in Riverside County- Per Legislative Platform
Dear Congressman Hunter: |

We ate writing to you and our Federal Legislative Delegation about an urgent and pressing matter
regarding the Federal judiciary in the Inland Empire which only you, our Federal office holders, are in a
position to remedy.

The Central District of California is one of the most overloaded and understaffed district courts in the
nation, receiving on average about 640 weighted filings per judgeship per year, compared to a nationwide
average of just over 500. The Eastern Division of the Central District, located in Riverside and serving
over 4.5 million residents of Riverside and San Bernardino counties, has been functioning with only one
Jjudge since July 1, 2016, overburdening the court’s personnel with a crushing workload and creating
hardship for parties, witnesses, and law enforcement offi cers, many of whom must travel to other divisions
for their cases to be heard because of the high number of cases filed in the Eastern Division.

The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to support legislation that would create ten permanent and
two temporary judgeships for the Central District of California. The County also urges conversion of the
existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be defunded, to a permanent position.

As to background, the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California was created in 1966 and
consists of three divisions--the Western Division (covering Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
and Ventura Counties), the Southern Division (covering Orange County) and the Eastern Division
(covering Riverside and San Bernardino Counties). The district now has 27 judgeships and one temporary
judgeship, but of those, only two currently sit in the Eastern Division. Only one judge is sitting in the
Eastern Division after the advancement of Judge Virginia Phillips to Chief Judge of the Central District
on July 1,2016. Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, with a combined population of 4.5 million, are
the 10™ and 12" most populated counties in the nation — a population that is projected to increase by
more than 30% (to 5.5 million) by 2020. This growth in population has resulted in a dramatic increase in
caseloads, creating an increasingly urgent need for more judges.

County Administrative Center e Fifth Floor e 4080 Lemon Street ® Riverside, California 92501
Internet — Hitp://www.countyofriverside.us




The Honorable Dunean Hunter
January 25, 2018
Page 2

While caseloads within the Western and Southern Divisions of the district increased 9% and 2%,
respectively, from 2008 to 2009, the caseload in the Eastern Division increased 19% during the sameé
period, and the caseload continues to increase. The latest survey by the Subcommittee on Judicial
Resources of the Judicial Conference of the United States, headed by Chief Justice John Roberts, included
the recommendation that the Central District of California receive ten additional permanent judgeships,
two additional temporary judgeships, and that the existing temporary Judgeship be converted to a
permanent position. This recommendation is based upon the 22% increase in weighted case filings in the
Central District since 2007. '

Comparing the Central District’s Eastern Division to the State of Kentucky’s District | Court, the latter
has ten active judges and seven senior judges, for a total of 17 judges, to serve almost the same population
as the Eastern Division with its much larger caseload. The Southern Division has five judges setrving 2
million people, less than half the population served by the Eastern Division with only one judge. Due to
the shortage of judicial personnel in the Eastern Division, the number of civil cases transferred from the
Eastern Division to the Western Division increased 323% from 2007 (146 cases) to 2011 (618 cases), and
currently, 75% of all cases filed are being transferred to either Santa Ana or Los Angeles. These t‘ransfefs
often result in parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers spending countless hours on Southern
California’s already overcrowded freeways traveling to required court appearances. Creation of new
judgeships in the Central District is a priority for this region and action should be taken without delay.

As you can see, a lack of properly aligned resources is, impeding the timely, and therefore fair,
administration of Federal justice in the Inland Empire. The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to
support legislation that would create ten permanents and two temporary judgeships for the Central District
of California. The County also urges conversion of the existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be
defunded, to a permanent position. If the County can be of assistance in these efforts or should you or
your staff have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy County Executive Officer, Brian
Nestande at (951) 955-1110 or bnestande@rivco.org. We thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chuck Washington
Chairman, Riverside County Board of Supervisors

ce: Riverside County Federal Legislative Delegation

County Administrative Center e Fifth Floor e 4080 Lemon Street ® Riverside, California 92501
Internet — http://www.countyofiiverside.us




Board of Supervisors

District 1 Kevin Jeffries
951-955-1010
District2 Jolin F. Tavaglione
951-955-1020
Distriet 3 Cliuck Washington
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District4 V. Manuel Perez
‘ 951-955-1040
District§ Marion Ashley

951-955-1050

January 25,2018

The Honorable Raul Ruiz

1319 Longworth House Office Bldg.
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

RE: Federal Judgeships in Riverside County- Per Legislative Platform
Dear Congressman Ruiz:

We are writing to you and our Federal Legislative Delegation about an urgent and pressing matter
regarding the Federal judiciary in the Inland Empire which only you, our Federal office holders, are in a
position to remedy.

The Central District of California is one of the most overloaded and understaffed district courts in the
nation, receiving on average about 640 weighted filings per judgeship per year, compared to a nationwide
average of just over 500, The Eastern Division of the Central District, located in Riverside and serving
over 4.5 million residents of Riverside and San Bernardino counties, has been functioning with only one
judge sinee July 1, 2016, overburdening the court’s personnel with a crushing workload and creating
hardship for parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers, many of whom must travel to other divisions
for their cases to be heard because of the high number of cases filed in the Eastern Division.

The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to support legislation that would create ten permanent and
two temporary judgeships for the Central District of California. The County also urges conversion of the
existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be defunded, to a permanent position.

As to background, the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California was created in 1966 and
consists of three divisions--the Western Division (covering Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
and Ventura Counties), the Southern Division (covering Orange County) and the Eastern Division
(covering Riverside and San Bernardino Counties). The district now has 27 judgeships and one temporary
judgeship, but of those, only two currently sit in the Eastern Division. Only one judge is sitting in the
Eastern Division after the advancement of Judge Virginia Phillips to Chief Judge of the Central District
on July 1, 2016. Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, with a combined population of 4.5 million, are
the 10" and 12 most populated counties in the nation — a population that is projected to increase by
more than 30% (to 5.5 million) by 2020. This growth in population has resulted in a dramatic increase in
caseloads, creating an increasingly urgent need for more judges.

County Administrative Center o Fifth Floor @ 4080 Lemon Street e Riverside, California 92501
Internet — http://www.countyofriverside.us




The Honerable Raul Ruiz
January 25,2018
Page 2

While caseloads within the Western and Southern Divisions of the district increased 9% and 2%,
respectively, from 2008 to 2009, the caseload in the Eastern Division increased 19% during the same
period, and the caseload continues to increase. The latest survey by the Subcommittee on Judicial
Resources of the Judicial Conference of the United States, headed by Chief Justice John Roberts, included
the recommendation that the Central District of California receive ten additional permanent judgeships,
two additional temporary judgeships, and that the existing temporary judgeship be converted to a
permanent position. This recommendation is based upon the 22% increase in weighted case filings in‘the
Central District since 2007,

‘Comparing the Central District’s Eastern Division to the State of Kentucky’s District 1 Court, the latter
has ten active judges and seven senior judges, for a total of 17 Jjudges, to serve almost the same population
as the Eastern Division with its much larger caseload. The Southern Division has five judges serving 2
million people, less than half the population served by the Eastern Division with only one judge. Due to
the shortage of judicial personnel in the Eastern Division, the number of civil cases transferred from the
Eastern Division to the Western Division increased 323% from 2007 (146 cases) to 2011 (618 cases), and
currently, 75% of all cases filed are being transferred to either Santa Ana or Los Angeles. These transfers
often result in parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers spending countless hours on Southern
California's already overcrowded freeways traveling to required court appearances. Creation of new
Judgeships in the Central District is a priority for this region and action should be taken without delay.

As you can see, a lack of properly aligned resoutces is, impeding the timely, and therefore fair,
administration of Federal justice in the Inland Empire, The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to
support legislation that would create ten permanents and two temporary judgeships for the Central District
of California. The County also urges conversion of the existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be
defunded, to a permanent position. If the County can be of assistance in these efforts or should you or
your staff have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy County Executive Officer, Brian
Nestande at (951) 955-1110 or bnestande@rivco.org. We thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

i

Chuck Washington
Chairman, Riverside County Board of Supervisors

ce: Riverside County Federal Legislative Delegation

County Administrative Center ® Fifth Floor ® 4080 Lemon Street e Riverside, California 92501
Internet — http://www.countyofriverside.us
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January 25, 2018

The Honorable Mark Takano

1507 Longworth House Office Bldg.
U.S House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515

RE: Federal Judgeships in Riverside County- Per Legislative Platform
Dear Congressman Takano:

We are writing fo you and our Federal Legislative Delegation about an urgent and pressing matter
regarding the Federal judiciary in the Inland Empire which only you, our Federal office holders, are in a
position to remedy.

The Central District of California is one of the most overloaded and understaffed district courts in the
nation, receiving on average about 640 weighted filings per judgeship per year, compared to a nationwide
average of just over 500. The Eastern Division of the Central District, located in Riverside and serving
over 4.5 million residents of Riverside and San Bernardino counties, has been functioning with only one
judge since July 1, 2016, overburdening the court’s personnel with a crushing workload and creating
hardship for parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers, many of whom must travel to other divisions
for their cases to be heard because of the high number of cases filed in the Eastern Division.

The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to support legislation that would create ten permanent and
twotemporary judgeships for the Central District of California. The County also urges conversion of the
existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be defunded, to a permanent position.

As to background, the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California was created in 1966 and
consists of three divisions--the Western Division (covering Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
and Ventura Counties), the Southern Division (covering Orange County) and the Eastern Division
(covering Riverside and San Bernardino Counties). The district now has 27 judgeships and one temporary
judgeship, but of those, only two currently sit in the Eastern Division. Only one judge is sitting in the
Eastern Division after the advancement of Judge Virginia Phillips to Chief Judge of the Central District
on July 1, 2016, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, with a combined population of 4.5 million, are
the 10" and 12* most populated counties in the nation — a population that is projected to increase by
more than 30% (to 5.5 million) by 2020. This growth in population has resulted in a dramatic increase in
caseloads, creating an increasingly urgent need for more judges.

County Administrative Center o Fifth Floor e 4080 Lemon Street o Riverside, California 92501
Internet — http://www.countyoftiverside.us




The Honorable Mark Takano
January 25,2018
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‘While caseloads within the Western and Southern Divisions of the district increased 9% and 2%, »
respectively, from 2008 to 2009, the caseload in the Eastern Division increased 19% during the same
period, and the caseload continues to increase. The latest survey by the Subcommittee on Judicial
Resources of the Judicial Conference of the United States, headed by Chief Justice John Roberts, inc’luded,
the recommendation that the Central District of California receive ten additional permanent judgeships,
two additional temporary judgeships, and that the existing temporary judgeship be converted to a
permanent position. This recommendation is based upon the 22% increase in weighted case filings in the
Central District since 2007.

Comparing the Central District’s Eastern Division to the State of Kentucky’s District 1 Court, the latter
has ten active judges and seven senior judges, for a total of 17 judges, to serve almost the same popu}atiqn
as the Eastern Division with its much larger caseload. The Southern Division has five judges serving 2
million people, less than half the population served by the Eastern Division with only one judge. Due to
the shortage of judicial personnel in the Eastern Division, the number of civil cases transferred from the
Eastern Division to the Western Division increased 323% fiom 2007 (146 cases) to 2011 (618 cases), and
currently, 75% of all cases filed are being transferred to either Santa Ana or Los Angeles. These transfers
often result in parties, witnesses, and law enforcement officers spending countless hours on Southern
California's alteady overcrowded freeways traveling to required court appearances. Creation of new
Jjudgeships in the Central District is a priority for this region and action should be taken without delay.

As you can see, a lack of properly aligned resources is, impeding the timely, and therefore fair,
administration of Federal justice in the Inland Empire. The County of Riverside urges federal leaders to
support legislation that would create ten permanents and two temporary judgeships for the Central District
of California. The County also urges conversion of the existing temporary judgeship, scheduled to be
defunded, to a permanent position. If the County can be of assistance in these efforts or should you or
your staff have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy County Executive Officer, Brian
Nestande at (951) 955-1110 or bnestande@rivoo.org. We thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

73

Chuck Washington
Chairman, Riverside County Board of Supervisors-

cer Riverside County Federal Legislative Delegation

County Administrative Center o Fifth Floor ® 4080 Lemon Street o Riverside, California 92501
Internet — http://www.countyoftiverside.us




