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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

DATE:

TO:

PROJECr CASE NOITITLE:

October 21, 2020

County Clerk, County of Riverside

NOE 20-05/Contract for Groundwater Monitoring Well
Abandonment near the Hemet Landfill Site

PROJECT LOCATION: Groundwater monitoring well, HE-5, located in' the public
right-of-way on the northwest comer of Esplanade Avenue
and Warren Rd. in the City of San Jacinto (City).

Approve the Plans and Specifications and Contract
Documents for groundwater monitoring well abandonment
near the closed Hemet Landfill (Project).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: County of Riverside (County)

PROJECT SPONSOR: RCDWR

The project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA. specifically by the State CEQA Guidelines as
identified below. The project will not result in any 'specific or general exceptions to the use of
categorical exemptions as detailed under State CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2. The project
will not cause any Impacts to scenic resources. historic resources, or unique sensitive
environments. Further, no unusual circumstances or potential cumulative impacts would occur
that may reasonably create a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical environmental
impact.

EXEMPT STATUS:o Ministerialo Declared Emergencyo Emergency Project
D Statutory Exemption:
[gJ Categorical Exemption:
~ Other Exemption:

Section 15301,15302,15303,15304
Section 15061(b)(3)

REASONS FOR EXEMPTION:

Section 15061(b)(3) - General Rule Exemption
The activity is covered by the g~neral rule that CEQA applies only to projects, which have the
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty
that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.
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This project is exempt under Section 15061 (b)(3) because:
The Project involves the abandonment of a groundwater monitoring well located southeast of the
Hemet Landfill. within the public right-of-way at the northwest comer of Esplanade Avenue and
Warren Road. The existing groundwater monitoring well is located in an area planned for future
street widening and water main construction. The City and the Eastern Municipal Water District
(EMWD) have requested the RCDWR to abandon the HE~6 groundwater monitoring well. in
exchange. EMWD will reimburse RCDWR for the costs associated with the abandonment of the
same and the City will provide the easement for the future relocation of the groundwater
monitoring well site at no cost to RCDWR. Well abandonment would consist of capping the well
with cement slurry and backfilling it to grade with natlve soil. The licensed contractor selected to
conduct the work will ensure that the well abandonment is consistent with the requirements of the
Riverside County Department of Environmental Health among other relevant State of California
and County industry standards for well abandonment.

As such. the well abandonment will result in negligible disturbance in a ruderal right-of-way. and
is not anticipated to affect any sensitive species, protected habitat, or archaeological/cultural
resources. The well abandonment will not have an effect on the environment.

Based upon the entire record, the Project would not result in the potential for any significant effect
on the environment. This determlnatlon is an issue of fact and sufficient evidence exists in the
record that the activity will not have a significant effect on the environment. As such, the exemption
applies and no further evaluation under CEQA is required. See Muzzy Ranch Co. v. Solano
County Airport Land Use Comm'n (2007) 41 Cal. 4th 372.

Section 15301, Class 1 - Existing Facilities
This exemption COVersthe operation. repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing. licensing, minor
alteration, or demolition and removal of existing public or private structures. facilities, mechanical
equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible; or no expansion of use beyond that
existing at the time of lead agency's determination.

This project is exempt under Section 15301 because:
The Project involves the abandonment and removal of an existing groundwater well located
southeast of the Hemet Landfill, within the public right~f~way at the northwest comer of
Esplanade Avenue and Warren Road. The removal of the groundwater monitoring well, will allow
for the land used for the groundwater monitoring well to be reclaimed to its original form. A new
groundwater monitoring well will be installed as part of the City's Esplanade Ave. road widening
project.

As such, the Project's removal of an eXisting groundwater monitoring well and negligible
disturbance of land for the replacement well would not have signIficant effects on the environment;
therefore, the Project meets the scope and intent of Class 1 Categorical Exemption.

Section 15302, Class 2 - Replacement or Reconstruction
This exemption consists of 'replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities
where the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and will have
substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced.
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The project is exempt under Section 15302 because:
The Project involves the abandonment and removal of an existing groundwater monitoring well
located southeast of the Hemet Landfill, and replaced with a new groundwater monitoring well as
part of the City's Esplanade Ave. road widening project. The widening project is set to start in late
2021. The new groundwater monitoring well will be located in close proximity of the former well
site, and will continue to serve the same purpose and capacity as the well that will be replaced.
Therefore, the Project as proposed meets the scope and intent of the Class 2 Categorical
Exemption.

Section 15303, Class 3 - NewConstruction or Conversion of Small Structures
This exemption covers construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or
structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the
conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications
are made in the exterior of the structure.

The project is exempt under Section 15303 because:
The Project involves the abandonment and removal of an existing groundwater well located
southeast of the Hemet Landfill, within the public right-of~way of the northwest comer of
Esplanade Avenue and Warren Road. Groundwater monitoring wells (structure) typically consist
of an 8 to 10·inch borehole with a 4~inch casing (PVC pipe), capped with a locking well cover
(approximately 2~3 feet from grade). Given the small scale of the replacement structure
(groundwater monitoring well), it is determined that the Project would not have a significant effect
on the environment. As such, the Project as proposed, meets the scope and intent of the Class 3
Categorical Exemption.

Section 15304, Class 4 - Minor Alterations of Land
Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or
vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or
agricultural purposes. Examples include but are not limited to:

(c) Filling of earth into previously excavated land with material compatible with the natural
features of the site.

(f) Minor trenching or backfilling where the surface Is restored.

This project is exempt under Section 15304 because:
The Project involves the abandonment and removal of an existing groundwater well located
southeast of the Hemet Landfill, located on the public right-of-way of the northwest comer of
Esplanade Avenue and Warren Road and the eventual groundwater monitoring well replacement
in close proximity from the one being removed following Esplanade Avenue road widening and
the water main construction. Once the groundwater monitoring well is removed, the borehole will
be capped with cement slurry and backfilled with native soil, effectively restoring the surface of
the soli to its native condition. The work does not Involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic
trees, and is compatible with the natural features and existing conditions of the surrounding area.
Therefore the Project, as proposed, meets the scope and intent of the Class 4 Categorical
Exemption.
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FINDINGS:

1. Based upon the identified exemptions.and justifications above, the RCDWR, on behalf of the
County, hereby concludes that no physical environmental impacts are anticipated to occur
and the Project as proposed is exempt under CEQA. No further environmental analysis ls
warranted.

2. The proposed Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3), and
categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15301,15302,15303, and 15304.

,
3. It can be seen with certainty that there Is no possibility that this Project would have a direct,

indirect, or cumulatively significant effect on the environment; therefore, the activity is exempt
under CEQA as previously identified.

If there are any questions regarding the above matter, I can be reached at (951) 486-3200.

Hans Kernkamp, General Manager - Chief Engineer
Riverside County Department of Waste Resources

By:
Jose Merlan

Title: Urban and Regional Planner IV

Date: October 21, 2020
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STATEOF CALIFORNIA- THE RESOURCES AGENCY
DEPARTMENTOF FISHAND GAME
ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT

Receipt#: 21-54247----------------
State Clearinghouse # (if applicable): _

Lead Agency: RIVERSIDE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF WASTE RESOURCES Date: 02/04/2021

CountyAgency of Filing: RIVERSIDE DocumemNo: E-202100130

Project Title: NOE 20-05/CONTRACT FOR GROUNDWATER MONITORING WELL ABNADONMENT NEAR THE

Project Applicant Name: RIVERSIDE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF WASTE Phone Number: (951) 486-3200

Project Applicant Address: 14310 FREDERICK STR., MORENO VALLEY, CA 92553

Project Applicant: LOCAL PUBLIC AGENCY
I

CHECKAPPLICABLE FEES:
oEnvironmental Impact Report

oNegative Declaration

DApplication Fee WaterDiversion (State WaterResourcesControl Board Only)

oProject Subject to Certified Regulatoryl'rograms

o County Administration Fee

o Project that is exempt from fees (DFGNo Effect Determination (FormAttached))

IX! Project that isexemptfromfees (Notice ofExemption)

$0.00

Total Received $SO.OO

Signature and title of person receiving payment: Deputy

Notes: NOE 20-0S/CONTRACT FOR GROUNDWATER MONITORING WELL
ABNADONMENT NEAR THE HEMET LANDFILL SITE

ACR 533 (Est. 12/2013)

- - - . -- - -------------------- -"--------------------------- -----


