


SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL DATA
1L L 'L, _'" " . ----.

T~tatCost: I
_ii!

Ongoing CostCurrent Fiscal Year: I--v Next Fiscal Year:
- L· - • _:,_ iji. ,,{IV -""'- _2_ .. '''-

COST $ 178,531 $ $ 178,531 $
NET COUNTY COST $ 178,531 $ $ 178,531 $

Budget Adjustment: N/ASOURCEOF FUNDS: PropertyOwner assessmentto
reimbursethe General Fund- 100%

For Fiscal Year: 21/22

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summary
Riverside County Ordinance No. 695 established an on-going program to abate hazardous
vegetation while at the same time protecting rare and sensitive plant and animal species
and the environment. The purpose of the Hazard Reduction program is to reduce or
eliminate fire hazards created by vegetative growth and the accumulation of combustible
debris, which poses a danger to the health, safety and welfare of the residents in the
vicinity, as well as irreparable harm to sensitive habitat and species. Fire Prevention
Technicians annually inspect unimproved parcels within the unincorporated areas of the
County of Riverside, as defined by Riverside County Ordinance No. 695.4.

Once all inspections are completed, an "Order to Abate" is sent to each owner of record.
The order advises the parcel owner of their obligation to have the parcel in compliance
within thirty days from the date of notice. Upon re-inspection, the Riverside County Hazard
Reduction program turns over any parcel, found to be non-compliant, to the County
Contractors for abatement. At the conclusion of the abatement, a bill is issued to the parcel
owner of record. If not paid, then the County has the ability to recover abatement costs by
assessing real property. This assessment incorporates the contractor's costs and the
County administrative fee of $254.

The property owner can appeal an "Order to Abate" to question the requirement to clear
hazardous vegetation from their property. If an owner has a concern with the invoice sent
after hazardous vegetation has been abated by a County contractor, they can contact the
Hazard Reduction Office. The Hazard Reduction office has an administrative process to
address concerns or errors regarding invoices. This process includes the Assistant Fire
Marshal explaining our abatement process, answering questions, verifying the before and
after pictures match the property, and correcting any errors found with our process.

The properties that are subject to this assessment are attached as Attachment "A" to the
resolution. The resolution and "Attachment A" will also be included in the presentation for
the public hearing on January 25, 2022. The adoption of Resolution No. 2021-208 in the
public hearing on January 25, 2022 of the list of those parcels not in compliance and subject
to the abatement fee is the final step required under the Health and Safety Code section
14910 and Ordinance No. 695.4 to establish assessments and liens on those parcels.
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
As part of the amendment to Riverside County Ordinance No. 695 (Ordinance No. 695.4),
an Environmental Assessment leading to a Mitigated Negative Declaration (State
Clearinghouse No. 2009041105; EAlMND) was completed as required by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The EAlMND was circulated for public review on April
22nd, 2009 to May 21st, 2009. The final EAlMND was approved as part of the adoption of
the amended ordinance on June 16th, 2009. There were no legal challenges to the
approved EAlMND.

As part of the project description, the EAlMND included the changes to the ordinance, as
well as a detailed discussion as to how the Hazardous Reduction Office conducts annual
inspections, identifies hazardous vegetation and combustible material, and executes the
Notice to Abate process. The description also includes detailed procedures as part of the
compliance manual as to how to proceed in areas of biological sensitivity. This Form 11 is
executing the County's compliance with the amended Riverside County Ordinance No.
695.4 as it relates to the cost and reimbursement of weed abatement.

Impact on Residents and Businesses
The Hazard Reduction program is designed to protect life, property and the environment.
Voluntary compliance is the primary goal of the program. Each parcel owner is provided the
opportunity to abate the property prior to the county conducting the abatement. The owner
also has an opportunity to reimburse the county the cost of abatement prior to the lien
process being initiated.

Additional Fiscal Information
The abatement charges for any work performed by the contractor and the county
administrative fee will be included in the property owner's property tax statement as a
special assessment. The Board of Supervisors approved the administrative fee of $254 by
Resolution No. 2011-080 with a public hearing on June 28, 2011. The fee has not
increased since 2011. The current total parcels are 327 and the total amount to be
assessed is $178,531. The assessments will reimburse the department costs, which are
funded by the General Fund.

ATTACHMENTS:
Resolution2021-208
Attachment"AI!to the resolution.
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1 Board of Supervisors County of Riverside

2 RESOLUTION NO.2021-208
3

4 ORDERING THE CONFIRMATION OF SPECIAL ASSESS~~~TS
AND LIENS AGAINST PARCELS OF LAND LOCATED WITHIN

THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE FOR COSTS OF THE ~ATEMENT
AND REMOVAL OF HAZARDOUS WEEDS PURSUANT TO
HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 14912 AND

COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 695

5

6

7

8

9 WHEREAS, Health & Safety Code Section 14875 et seq. provides for

10 the abatement and removal of hazardous weeds; and

11 WHEREAS, Riverside County in Ordinance No. 695 has established a

12 methodology for the removal of hazardous weeds in various areas of the

13 unincorporated portions of western Riverside County; and

14 WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 695 was amended and adopted on June 16th,

15 2009, after an evaluation of all potential physical environmental

16 impacts pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act; and

17 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2021-208 is only related to the actual

18 implementation of Ordinance No. 695, which was previously evaluated as

part of the overall project under CEQA (State Clearinghouse No.

2009041105); and

28

WHEREAS, Section 6A of Ordinance No. 695 provides for the mailing

of individual notices to the owners of such parcels advising them of

their obligation to remove the weeds on such lands or be charged for

the costs of such removal when the work is done by the County or by a

contractor hired by the County; and

WHEREAS, such property owners have had the opportunity to object

through filing a written request, within fifteen calendar days of the

postmark on the Notice to Abate, as stated in the appeals procedure

established in Section 6C of Ordinance No. 695; and29

30 III



1

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Board of Supervisors of the

2

WHEREAS, on those parcels, where the removal was not carried out

by the owners, the County, acting through various contractors, has now

carried out the removal work required; and

WHEREAS, the charges placed upon the parcels is the cost of

removal where the work was not carried out by the owners and is not a

charge based upon the value of the parcelsj and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 6F of Ordinance No. 695 the Fire

Department shall render to the Property Owner an invoice demanding

payment within 15 days covering the costs of the work necessary for

such abatement; and

WHEREAS, the billing for those parcels listed on the attached

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12 "Attachment A" remain unpaid; now, therefore;

13

14 County of Riverside, State of California, in regular session assembled

15 on January 25, 2022, that the list of parcels and costs of abatement

16 for removal of hazardous weeds for each parcel as shown on "Attachment

17 A" are hereby confirmed and that henceforth said costs shall

18 constitute special assessments against the respective parcels of land

19 and are liens on said lands in the amounts of the respective

20 assessments.

21 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that a copy of this Resolution

22 shall be transmitted on February 1, 2022 to the Auditor-Controller of

23 Riverside County who shall enter the amounts of the respective

24 assessments against the respective parcels of land as they appear on

25 the current assessment roll. Said assessments shall be collected at

26 the same time in the same manner as ordinary municipal ad valorem

27 taxes as provided by Section 6G of Ordinance No. 695.

28

29

30
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