SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM: 3.7
(ID# 17615)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, January 25, 2022

FROM : COUNTY COUNSEL:

SUBJECT: COUNTY COUNSEL: Approval of FY 22/23 County Counsel Billable Hourly Rates,
All Districts. [$0]

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Approval of the proposed FY 22/23 billable hourly rates for the Office of County

Counsel as specified in Attachment A.

ACTION:Policy

'
AL-/
Gregé% % Pn?(os |rector County Counsel 1/4/2022

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Spiegel seconded by Supervisor Washington and duly carried by
unanimous vote, IT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes: Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington, Perez and Hewitt
Nays: None Kecia R. Harper
Absent: None Clerkqf t
Date: January 25, 2022 By |
XC: Co. Co.
ID# 17615 3.7
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

By way of comparison, the FY 21/22 billable rates for attorneys and paralegals for surrounding
counties are shown below. Rates for FY 22/23 are expected to increase for Orange County,
remain the same for San Bernardino County and it is unknown if rates will increase or decrease
for San Diego County and Los Angeles County.

Attorney Paralegal

San Bernardino County $230.00/hour $98.00/hour
San Diego County $247.00/hour $124.00/hour
Los Angeles County (Average) $241.38/hour $108.09/hour
Orange County of Riverside (Average) $205.62/hour No rate
Average for all County Counsel's Offices  $231.00/hour $110.03/hour
Riverside County Current Rates $187.00/hour $107.35/hour
Request for FY 22/23 $189.52/hour $111.52/hour

Currently the paralegal and legal assistant classifications are undergoing a salary survey study
compared to surrounding counties. County Counsel does not expect survey results to impact
FY 22/23 requested rates, but a potential increase might be requested in FY 23/24.

ATTACHMENTS:
ATTACHMENT A. Proposed FY 2022-2023 Billable Hourly Rates Summary

ATTACHMENT B. Departments-Impact of Proposed Changes
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Projections

Rene Casnhas, inEernaI iuiits gglei 1/4/2022
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ATTACHMENT A
COUNTY COUNSEL

T————

Proposed FY 2022-2023 Billable Hourly Rates Summary

FY 21-22 FY 22-23
POSITIONS CURRENT RATE PROPOSED RATE % CHANGE
Attorneys $187.00 $189.52 1.35%
Paralegals $107.35 $111.52 3.88%




SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost
cosT $ $ $ $
NET COUNTY COST $ $ $ $
SOURCE OF FUNDS: 100% Departmental Funds Budget Adjustment:  No
For Fiscal Year: 22/23

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:

Summary

County Counsel is statutorily mandated to defend and prosecute civil cases, render legal
advice, and assist on issues of law affecting the County Board of Supervisors, elected officials,
County agencies, departments, commissions, and special districts. County Counsel's goal is to
provide cost-effective legal services designed to promote the public service objective of the
County of Riverside, while as the same time protecting the County from risk and loss.

Since County Counsel operates as a general support service department it must recover costs
through charges to client departments to the greatest extent possible. Currently, County
Counsel’'s budget is 89 percent salaries and benefits, and 11 percent fixed and other costs.
County Counsel has no ability to absorb projected increased costs except through cost recovery
in our billable rates. Therefore, County Counsel is requesting an increase to our attorney and
paralegal rates for FY 22/23. The attorney rate will increase from $187.00/hour to $189.52/hour
and our paralegal rate will increase from $107.35/hour to $111.52/hour. The rates below reflect
the actual cost of service based on full-cost recovery.

Attorneys: $189.52/hour (1.35% increase from FY 21/22)
Paralegals: $111.52/hour (3.88% increase from FY 21/22)

Beginning FY 22/23, County Counsel will implement a 100% Direct Bill program. This shift is
intended to bring equity across all client departments and reduce County Counsel's Net County
Cost (NCC). Currently, client departments are considered billable or non-billable. A billable
department is directly billed, and payment is submitted directly to County Counsel’s office. For a
non-billable department, hours of legal services rendered are included in the County’s
Countywide Cost Allocation Plan (COWCAP). County Counsel is provided with NCC to cover
services provided to non-billable departments. In FY 22/23 all client departments will become
billable, except for the Board of Supervisors.

County Counsel currently projects collecting a total of $19,510,725 in billable revenue based on
an increase in service levels. Projected service levels are merely an estimate based on prior
years actual legal services rendered. Actual service levels are driven by the work requested by
the client department.
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