
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM: 3.38
(ID # 18194)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, March 01, 2022

FROM: SHERIFF-CORONER-PA:

SUBJECT: SHERIFF-CORONER-PA: Approval of Letter of Agreement #2022-34 with U.S.
Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration and Acceptance of a FY 2022
Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program Award from the U.S. Department of
Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), All Districts. Total Project Cost $400,000
[$400,000 - Federal Grant Revenue 100%], 4/5 vote.

RECOMMENDEDMOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Approve and ratify the Letter of Agreement #2022-34 with the Drug Enforcement Administration

(DEA) of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to accept an award of $400,000 from the FY 2022
Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program (DCE/SP);

2. Authorize the Sheriff, Assistant Sheriff, Chief Deputy, or Administrative Services Manager to sign
the Letter of Agreement, Assurances (OJP Form 4000/3), Certifications Regarding Lobbying;
Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace
Requirements (OJP Form 4061/6); and Electronic Funds Transfer Memorandum;

3. Authorize the Sheriff, Assistant Sheriff, Chief Deputy, or Administrative Services Manager sign
and execute any documents related to the DCE/SP grant, including payment requests, claims for
reimbursements, progress reports, and other associated documents, amendments, or
modifications that may be necessary for the completion of the project, as approved as to form by
County Counsel; on behalf of the County; and

4. Authorize the Sheriff, Assistant Sheriff, Chief Deputy, or Administrative Services Manager to
accept additional DCE/SP funds in an amount not to exceed $200,000, and

5. Approve and direct the Auditor-Controller to make the budget adjustments on the attached
Schedule A.

6.
BR 22-065

ACTION:4/5 Vote Required

2/17/2022

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Washington seconded by Supervisor Spiegel and duly carried by
unanimous vote, ITWAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Date:
xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington, Perez and Hewitt
None
None
March 1, 2022
Sheriff-Coroner-PA
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FINANCIAL DATA Current,Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost

COST $ 266,000 $ 134,000 $ 400,000 $ 0

NET COUNTY COST $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
Budget Adjustment: Yes

SOURCE OF FUNDS: FederalGrant Revenue100%
For Fiscal Year: 21/22-22/23

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summary
For the last 34 years, the Riverside County Sheriff's Department and the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) have collaborated through the Domestic Cannabis
Eradication/Suppression Program to eliminate operations where cannabis is grown within
Riverside County. The Sheriffs Department gathers intelligence on the illicit possession,
distribution, trafficking, and cultivation of illicit cannabis. In collaboration with the DEA, the
Department works to eradicate illicit cannabis cultivation and arrest and prosecute
individuals charged with violating controlled substance laws. Additionally, with DEA
assistance, the Department sends samples of eradicated marijuana to the National Institute
of Drug Abuse Potency Monitoring Program for processing.

On February 2, 2021 (3-28), the County approved FY 2021 DCE/SP funding in the amount
of $226,000. On January 11, 2022, the DEA notified the Sheriff's Department of a $400,000
grant award for overtime and operational expenses incurred from October 1, 2021, through
September 30,2022.

The grant award acceptance is presented to the Board of Supervisors retroactively because
the Agreement was received from the US Department of Justice on January 11, 2022, after
the Agreement's October 1, 2021 start date. Therefore, the department requests that the
Board ratify the Agreement and accept $400,000 from the Drug Enforcement Administration
funding retroactively for the performance period of October 1, 2021, through September 30,
2022, as noted in the Recommended Motion.

The attached Letter of Agreement is a commitment between the County and the DEA
whereby the Sheriffs Department will use federal funds to:

• Gather and report intelligence data relating to illicit cultivation, possession, and
distribution of illicit cannabis;

• Investigate and report instances involving the trafficking in controlled substances;
• Provide law enforcement personnel for the eradication of illicit cannabis located within

the State of California;
• Make arrests and refer to the appropriate prosecutorial authority cases for prosecution

under controlled substances laws and other criminal laws;

Page 2 of 4 10# 18194 3.38



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

• Send required samples of eradicated illicit cannabis to the National Institute on Drug
Abuse (NIDA) Potency Monitoring Project,

• Capture, maintain, and share with DEA data and statistics on its marijuana eradication
efforts;

• Follow all applicable state laws and guidelines; and
• Submit electronically to the DEA monthly expenditure reports with the required

supporting documentation with the original mailed to the DCE/SP Regional Contractor.

The scope of the Sheriffs Department's program for activities described in the Letter of
Agreement shall be conducted solely at the Sheriff's Department's discretion and in a
manner consistent with the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). The Sheriff's Department
understands that funds expended must relate to and only be used for cannabis eradication
activities.

County Counsel has approved the documents as to form.

Impact on Residents and Businesses
DCE/SP funding will allow the Sheriff's Department to eradicate and suppress the
cultivation of illicit cannabis by gathering intelligence related to the illegal cultivation,
possession, and distribution of cannabis on private and public lands. These efforts will
improve the health and welfare of the residents and businesses of Riverside County.

Additional Fiscal Information
DCE/SP will fund overtime and other operational costs related to eradicating and
suppressing illicit cannabis through the Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression
performance period of October 1, 2021, through September 30, 2022. Of the total award,
the Sheriff's Department will spend $266,000 in FY 21/22, while the remaining $134,000 will
be included Sheriff's FY 22/23 budget.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Schedule A - Budget Adjustment
2. Award Acceptance - Letter of Agreement #2022-34
3. Electronic Funds Transfer Memorandum
4. Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility

Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements (OJP Form 4061/6)
5. Assurances (OJP Form 4000/3)

Schedule A

Increase Appropriations:
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10000-2500300000-510420
10000-2500300000-520115
10000-2500300000-526960
10000-2500300000-520705
10000-2500300000-546380

Overtime
Uniforms-Replacement Clothing
Small Tools and Instruments
Food
Vehicles Other

$226,000
10,000
3,000
2,000

25,000

TOTAL $266,000

Increase Estimated Revenues:
10000-2500300000-767140 Fed-Mise Reimbursement $266,000

2/17/2022 2/23/2022

211412022
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u.s. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

www.dea.gov Springfield, Virginia 22152

Agreement Number 2022-34

THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION (DEA) OF THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOl), hereinafter referred to as DEA, provides funding and/or
operational support to state and local law enforcement agencies in conducting marijuana eradication and
suppression efforts. This program, known as DEA's Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression
Program (DCE/SP), provides funding under either or both of the below Option 1 and/or Option 2.

Under Option 1, DEA provides DCE/SP funding and operational support to state and local law
enforcement agencies who demonstrate that such support will be used for marijuana eradication
operations meeting one of the following criteria:

1. Marijuana is being cultivated by a drug trafficking organization or a transnational organized crime
syndicate; or

2. Marijuana is being cultivated on federal land, including federally-recognized Tribal lands; or
3. Marijuana cultivation is causing environmental hazards, depleting or contaminating water, or

otherwise harming public lands; or
4. Marijuana cultivation is suspected to involve other federal crimes, including money laundering and

crimes impacting public health and safety.

Under Option 2, where the above criteria is not met by state and local law enforcement agencies, DEA
will provide DCE/SP funding only to state and local law enforcement agencies who demonstrate that
such funding will be used to eradicate large-scale illicit marijuana grows.

This Letter of Agreement (LOA) is entered into between the COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, A
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ON BEHALF OF THE RNERSIDE
COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT, hereinafter referred to as (THE AGENCY), and the DEA,
because DEA has determined that (THE AGENCy) has satisfied the criteria under either and/or both
Option 1or Option 2. Inthat regard:

There is evidence that trafficking in marijuana (illicit cannabis) has a substantial and detrimental effect
on the health and general welfare of the people of the State of California. The parties hereto agree that it
is to their mutual benefit to cooperate in locating and eradicating illicit cannabis plants and to investigate
and prosecute those cases before the courts of the United States (U.S.) and the courts of the State of
California. DEA, pursuant to the authority of 21 U.S.C. § 873, proposes to provide certain necessary
funds and THE AGENCY is desirous of securing funds.

MAR 0 1 ZOZZ g.'1r
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As used in this Letter of Agreement, the terms "marijuana" and "illicit cannabis" only refer to cannabis
or cannabis-derived materials that contain more than 0.3% delta-9- THC on a dry weight basis, in
accordance with the definition of marihuana in the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802(16)), as
amended by the Agriculture Improvement Act of2018, Pub. L. 115-334.

NOW, therefore, in consideration of the mutual covenants hereinafter contained, the parties hereto have
agreed as follows:

1. THE AGENCY will, with its own law enforcement personnel and employees, as herein after
specified, perform the activities and duties described below:

a. Gather and report intelligence data relating to the illicit cultivation, possession, and
distribution of illicit cannabis.

b. Investigate and report instances involving the trafficking in controlled substances.
c. Provide law enforcement personnel for the eradication of illicit cannabis located within the

State of California.
d. Make arrests and refer to the appropriate prosecutorial authority cases for prosecution under

controlled substances laws and other criminal laws.
e. Send required samples of eradicated illicit cannabis to the National Institute on Drug Abuse

(NIDA) Potency Monitoring Project.
f. Capture, maintain, and share with DEA data and statistics on its marijuana eradication

efforts.
g. Follow all applicable state laws and guidelines.
h. FOR AGENCIES FUNDED UNDER OPTION 2 Certify, by signing this agreement, that

funding provided under this agreement will only be used for operations to eradicate
large-scale illicit marijuana grows.

1. MANDATORY requirement for THE AGENCY to utilize the Web-based DEA internet
Capability Endeavor (DICE) or if applicable the Firebird based DEA Analysis/Response
Tracking System (DARTS) to report all statistics and seizures per incident, to include the
submission of significant items for de-confliction and information sharing purposes.

J. Submit electronically a DEA monthly expenditure report, with a copy of THE AGENCY
general ledger. If applicable, attach an invoice reflecting the expenditures for equipment in
excess of $2,500, which was previously approved by DEA Headquarters, and the expenses
associated with the rental or leasing of vehicles or aircraft.

2. It is understood and agreed by the parties to this Agreement that the activities described in
paragraph one and its subparagraphs shall be accomplished with existing personnel, and that the
scope of THE AGENCY's program with respect to those activities by such personnel shall be
consistent with state law and solely at THE A GENCY's discretion, subject to appropriate
limitations contained in the budget adopted by THE AGENCY, except that THE AGENCY
understands and agrees that DEA funds and the result of expended funds (e.g. equipment,
supplies and other resources) must be directly related to and must only be used for marijuana
eradication program activities in a manner consistent with the Controlled Substances Act (CSA),
21 U.S.C. § 801 et seq.
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3. DEA will pay to THE AGENCY Federal funds in the amount of FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($400,000.00) for the period of October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022, to defray costs
relating to the eradication and suppression of illicit cannabis. These Federal funds shall only be
used for the eradication of illicit cannabis as provided in this agreement. THE AGENCY
understands and agrees that Federal funds provided to THE AGENCY under this Agreement will
not be used to defray costs relating to herbicidal eradication of illicit cannabis without the
advance written consent ofDEA. DCE/SP funding is provided for the storage, protection, and
destruction of illicit cultivated marijuana. Funding is not provided nor expenditures allowed for
the development of technology to assist with the identification of indoor and/or outdoor growing
sites. Additionally, funding and expenditures are not permitted for the eradication of "ditch
weed",

THE AGENCY understands and agrees that Federal funds will not be used to perform any of the
following functions: (i) issuing licenses, permits, or other forms of authorization permitting the
holder to manufacture, distribute, sell, or use marijuana in contravention of the CSA; (ii)
conducting ancillary activities related to the issuance of such licenses and permits, such as
background checks on applicants; (iii) collecting state or local tax or licensing revenue related to
the manufacture, distribution, or sale of marijuana in contravention of the CSA; (iv) preparing or
issuing regulations governing the manufacture, distribution, sale, or possession of marijuana in
contravention of the CSA; (v) monitoring compliance with state or local laws or regulations that
permit the manufacture, distribution, sale, or use marijuana in contravention of the CSA; or (vi)
the purchase of evidence and the purchase of information. The result of expended funds (e.g.
equipment, supplies and other resources) must be directly related to and must only be used for
marijuana eradication activities. While using the Federal funds provided to THE AGENCY
under this Agreement for activities on Federal land, THEAGENCY agrees to notify the
appropriate local office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, (Forest Service) and the U.S.
Department of the Interior (Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and/or Bureau of Reclamation) of THEAGENCY's
presence on Federalland.

4. The Federal funds provided to THE AGENCY are primarily intended for payment of
deputies'/officers' overtime while those deputies and officers are directly engaged in the illicit
cannabis eradication process, (per DOJ policy, the annual maximum overtime
reimbursement rate is based on the current year General Pay Scale I rest of the United
States and cannot exceed 25% of a GS-12, Step 1; the funds shall only be used to pay the
normal overtime rate, i.e. time and a half. The overtime reimbursement rate "shall not
include any cost for benefits, such as retirement, FICA, or other expenses", which is
specifically prohibited by DOJ) and for per diem and other direct costs related to the actual
conduct of illicit cannabis eradication. Examples of such costs includes rental of aircraft, fuel for
aircraft, and minor repairs and maintenance necessitated by use to support illicit cannabis
eradication. These Federal funds are not intended as a primary source of funding for the purchase
of equipment, supplies, or other resources. When Domestic Cannabis Eradication Suppression
Program (DCE/SP) funds are used to purchase supplies, equipment, or other resources, those
items must be directly related to and must only be used for marijuana eradication activities and
may not be used to perform any of the following functions: (i) issuing licenses, permits, or other
forms of authorization permitting the holder to manufacture, distribute, sell, or use marijuana in
contravention of the CSA; (ii) conducting ancillary activities related to the issuance of such






























