
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CAL!FORNIA

ITEM:3.15
(lD # 20791)

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, JanuarY 24, 2023

FROM: COUNTYCOUNSEL

sUBJECT: COUNTY COUNSEL. Approval of FY 23t24 County counsel Billable Hourly Rates

and Department Allocations, All Districts. [$0]

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors'

1. Approval of the proposed FY 23t24 billable hourly rates and department allocations

for the office of county counsel as specified in Attachment A.

ACTION:Policy

Y': rr I unsel

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Washington and duly carried by

unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent
Date.
xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington, Petez, and Gutierrez

None
None
January 24,2023
Co. Co.

irlw

oo

or [i
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost

COST $ $ $ $

NET COUNTY COST $ $ $ $

SOURCE OF FUNDST 100yo Departmental Funds
Budget Adjustment: No

For FiscalYear: 23124

G.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summarv
County Counsel is statutorily mandated to defend and prosecute civil cases, render legal
advice, and assist on issues of law affecting the County Board of Supervisors, elected officials,
County agencies, departments, authorities, commissions, and special districts. County
Counsel's goal is to provide cost-effective legal services designed to promote the public service
objective of the County of Riverside, while at the same time protecting the County from risk of
loss.

Since County Counsel operates as a general support service department, it must either recover
costs through charges to client departments and/or be supported by the County's General Fund.
Currently, County Counsel's budget is 89 % salaries and benefits, and 11 o/o fixed and other
costs. All County Counsel's expenditures including employee salaries and benefits, facility
leases, and other overhead costs are all fixed by existing County policies. This rate increase
request is only for budgetary and accounting purposes relating to allocation of costs among
County departments, and it does not serve to increase any employee salaries and benefits.

County Counsel has no ability to absorb projected increase in costs except through cost
recovery via billable rates. Therefore, County Counsel is requesting the below increases to
billing rates for FY 23124 to accurately reflect the actual cost of service:

Attorneys: $201.68 per hour (6.42% increase from FY 22123)
Paralegals: $116.10 per hour (4.11o/o increase from FY 22123)

ln FY 22123, County Counsel implemented a 100o/o Direct Bill program. This shift was intended
to bring equity across all client departments and reduce County Counsel's Net County Cost
(NCC). All client departments became billable, except for the Board of Supervisors.
Unfortunately, this approach has proven unsuccessful because some County departments could
not be billed 100% of all the legal services provided. County Counsel often provides services,
including trainings, counsel, and advice proactively. Examples of these services including the
training and implementation of various new State laws such as Care Court, Brown Act, Public
Records Act, Conflict of lnterests, redistricting, housing, contracting laws, etc. Many of these
County Counsel services benefit multiple departments on an ongoing basis and are contrary to

Page 2 of 3 lD# 20791 3.15



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

the direct billing methodology, which tends to focus on the cost of each distinct case or matter.
Additionally, direct billings often have a chilling effect on County Departments seeking legal
advice or trainings proactively because everyone wants to save costs. Further, County
Departments are hesitant to seek specialized guidance that may require the expertise of
multiple attorneys from the County Counsel's office due to an increase in costs. ln the long
term, direct billing methodology may lead to avoidance of needed legal services and thereby
exposing the County of greater liabilities.

Beginning in FY 23124, County Counsel will implement a hybrid approach where Non-General
Fund departments and client departments with Legal Service Agreements will be direct billed at
the Board approved rate and General Fund departments will be billed through a shared cost
allocation plan. The shared cost allocation method allocates the estimated general fund
departments' legal costs to generalfund departments through a percentage allocation based on
each department's FY 21122 actual hours of legal services utilized.

By way of comparison, Riverside County Counsel attorney rates continue to be lower than its
surrounding counties and private law firms that serve the County. The FY 22123 billable rates
for attorneys and paralegals for surrounding counties and private law firms are shown below.

San Bernardino County
San Diego County
Orange County
Private Law Firms (Average)

Riverside County Current Rates
Request for FY 23124

ATTACHMENTS:
ATTACHMENT A.

ATTACHMENT B.

Attornev
$230.00 per hour

$248.00 per hour

$204.88 per hour

$300.00 per hour

$189.52 per hour

$201.68 per hour

Paraleqal

$98.00 per hour

$123.00 per hour
No rate

$175.00 per hour

$1 1 1.52 per hour

$1 16.10 per hour

Proposed Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Billable Hourly Rates Summary
Departments Proposed Charges Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Pro)ections
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ATTACHMENT A

COUNTY COUNSEL

Proposed FY 2023-2024 Billable Hourly Rates Summary

POSTTTONS

FY 22-23
CURRENT RATE

FY 23-24
PROPOSED RATE % CHANGE

Attorneys $189.52 $201.68 6.42Yo

Paralegals $111.52 $116.10 4.11o/o



AITACHMENT B

COUNTY COUNSEL

Departments Proposed C hargea
'Esthat6 Using Proposod Atlnrey ed Ptrd€gd Rat6

FBcdYs MN24 Prcictim

Dcpa.tmrnt Namc

cY23l21

H.cttd
EtbbHR
Attmyr

tY2rl21
Prolfitcd
8tbbHtr
P.nbr!b

Ft2rl21
Proped

Attffy R.t!

rY23l24
Prcpcd

F.nblal iatc

rY8l2aPllpcd

lt Precld Et"

LGgrlSGiltc A8mmGntr

51001000q) 572000 Dep.rtm€nt Of Publb ScblscNiccs
410olo0ooo 5757m RiveriJe Univenity Health System - BehavbEl Health

43m1m(x) 771430 RiveEire Univenity HeahhSystem - MedicalCenter

Odsile Agemy/ 771430 Laal Agency Fomatbn Csn m Esbn(LAF@)

Outsile Agercy 771430 lnbnd tmpie Helath Phn - ContEct

Td.l Lct.l Sdha Atffi Glttt

G.mnlFnd CotAbcrtbn
3120100000 573000 TLMAPhnnhg

1(m2moo0 5757m lsement Appeah Board

1l@1mff) 5757m Elsutivcoffhc
ll(xxxum 5757m Erft utivc offh e - cmtr Trbl co{rrt Fund

1102900000 575700 Exsutive Offhc-L.gEhtivc ldmh Support

110380m0 5757m Exsutiv€ Offk! Subf und OpcEtims

1103900000 5757m Ersutivc Offbe - Court Faclitbt

1105000000 5757m Exec utivc Off be - Natl Polutant Dshrg Elin Sys

1109900000 5757m Executtue offbe - I ndBent Defene
1130100(m 575700 Hum.n R.erc6
12mIOO(m 575700 Aesr
12m200000 5757m courtyClerkRecorder

130o1OO(m 575700 A/dltor-Co.trolbr

14O01m000 575700 TreasrerTax Co[Bctor

17001m000 575700 Regbtrarof voteE

1930100000 575700 Office of Ecmmh Dryebpment- Ed\pard Dean Mueum

20@100000 57570O Emergency Management Departmert

22m1000m 575700 DErkt/ttmy
23m1000m 575700 Department Of Orlld Support Servlces

2400100000 575700 Pubk oef€nder

2500100000 5757@ sherff Admhk6tlon

2500200000 5757m Sherffsupport

2500300000 575700 SherffParol

25@100000 575700 sh€rtff conection

25m5OO(m 5757m ShertflCourtServlces

25m7000@ 5757m Sheritf - B€n Chrt TEhhg Centet

2501000000 5757m Sheriflcdmer

26m70qm 5757m Prohtioo

27m2000@ 5757m Fle

2800100000 575700 lgrhultuElCommEsbner

31401000@ 575700 TLMACode Enforcement

4200100(m 575700 RlverCde Unlverdty Health Synem - Puulc Heahh

42002000@ 5757@ RtverCdeUnverdtyXea[hSystem-PuulcH€alth-C.ffombChlHrcnServices

420(x00000 575700 EruhonmrntalHeahh

42006000@ 5757q) hinalS€ruk6
540010@@ 57S70O Vet€rareServbes

72m50o0o0 5757@ FM Prolect Mana8emlnt

720o6(xxm 575700 FMETBy
7201300000 5757m FMCommunw&Rec. Gnletr
730O10OCU) 5757m Purchasing

Tot lGcEnlFrrdAbaatbn

54,547

11,(r3

7,2
757

1,630

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.68

201.68

115.10

115.10

115.10

116.10

115.10

115.10

116.10

115.10

116.10

115.10

116.10

115.10

116.10

116.10

116,10

116.10

115.10

116.10

115.10

116.10

25

24

507

3

11,012,009

2,233,972

552,205

32,0L2

32E,738

s rr,2s8,937

.,€7,79t

70,959

198,839

373,970

138,399

I,422

1,408

4,017

22,6t1
39,548

198,404

54,353

26,L37

130,s30

54,539

4,742

91,541

2,547

3,U4

6,274

24,321

43,549

78,274

164,821

11,153

11,105

2,476

235,565

41,785

18,967

299,276

115,905

186

77,461

101,749

1,056

39,714

6,502

9,587

57,915

$ 3,2s1239

1,210

2,420

43,477

3,630

29,445

130,517

4,467

3,832

772,693

$,aa'7

52,455

10,175

,o,3r9

2,264

350

1,m2

215

558

9

7

27

54
211

1,085

290

139

610

302

77

468

13

13

31

120

206

3U
806

40

52

13

1,m4

209

97

1,340

345

1

i[48

563

5

192

3S

51

266

56S

7,570

141

559

380

52

72

1l
2

8

22

6

15

1

1

208

5

1

250

254

19

33

13,t57 3,832

905001

905203

915202

925001

931180

931420

9318m

918001

947140

77@

947180

9472@

947/tm

7420

744o

778160

?77410

778r@

778160

778160

778160

7787fi
777520

7774tO

77t4t0
77L4LO

7774LO

71t4l0
771410

77t4t0

Offte of Ecmmh Dwebpment- CSA060Plrryon Fle P.otectbn

offbe of Ecmmb Devebpmcnt- csA062 iipley Deptseryh

Offt€ of Ecmmh Devebpment - CSAAdmhHEtbo OpeGtlng

Erecutfue OIfbe - Caphal thance Admlnhratlon

R€c r€atlon

Pa*eBtythe Pa*s

Pa*Acq&Dev, DIF

Chldr?n & Famly CommEdon - tK 5

Flood CtrtrolSubdtvHon

Fbod Cst.ol - Enc16€hmrnt Pemhs

Flood Cfft.ol . SpecblAccountln8

Flood Cmtrol - AdmhBEtbn

tM Cfftrol - Zore I Coni, Maht, Mbc.

FloodCdtrol - Zore 2 Con$r, Mairn, Mir
FbodCdtrol -Zore3Constr, Maht, Mir

6

77

275

18

316

2

1

146

646

2l
19

839

2t3
244

47

t2

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.58

201.58

201.58

201.68

201.68

65,124

403

207

2

7

30

8

27

6
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Dcpartm.nt I D AcaM Dcpartm.nt Namc

?Yzil24

E!ctrd
&bhHE
AttdrYs

tY2tl2a
FolBbd
BlbbH6
P.nht.5

rY2il24
Pro!@d

Attmy hta

tY2!124
Pror@d

P.nbt.lEtc

FYzSl2aProeed

tt Prqcd htc

ATTIHMENT B

COUNTY COUNSET

Departments Proposed Chargee
Estimat6 usirE Propc€d AttnEy and Psdogd Rrt6

FbdYsi0Z}?024 Pr*rtk 6

917460

947480

9475m

947520

9475/O

7sfi
947580

980503

985101

11070m(m

1108m0000

11308{DOCX)

113(rxx)m
113100000

11318{Um
1132(xDmO

1132900000

1150loomo

190070fin0

190(x)OO0oO

1901(xDCpO

1910700000

31m2o0cxn

31m300000

3110100000

31301m000

3130200m0

313050(mO

313080(mO

3132moqn

3139000000

4S001omm

53001mo00

55003oomo

550(x00ooo

55m500000

55m50moo

s5m7000m

55m8m(m
550(x)000@

5501000000

5502000m0

72m200000

72m300(m

72o(xooo(x)

72m80m(n

720120C1m

7201/u)0m0

740010m00

74q)6m000

31003000m

OutiJeAgercy

Outilc AB€rcy

Outire Agemy

Outilelgemy/

771410 FloodCotrol -Zoro4Con$r, Maht, Mhc

771410 FloodControl -Zore5Coostr, Maht, MiE

771410 FloodComrol- Zone 6Constr, Mai{, Mis
771410 Fbod Cfftrol- Zoe 7 Consrr, Mair, Mis

n1410 Floodco{itrol - NPOES Wtlt€mter&s
771410 Flood Cntrcl - NPDES Sant. Ana les
771410 Flood Cntrcl- NPDES Santr Ml8arlta Aes
776160 Officr of Ecommt Developmcnt - Petrbwly Gmetery Dilrtt
778160 IHSS Pubk Arthorlty -Admln

778160 EO COVD19 Pendemlc

778160 EOCOV!D19ARP

771430 HR-Wtrt.trCompenetbn

77!l4O Human ResuEcs- ISF-MahGctkc ln$hEc
77!!10 Human R.suEcs- ISF-Lbbrity lNErce (Ri* MSmt)

771430 Human R.swclTcmpor.ry lc*nmcnt Program

771430 Hum.n RrsurcceExclsi,. P@ircr Option

771430 Human Rlsurc.eoccupatbnsl H!.hh & Wch.s
778150 ExecutiveOffbe- CFD Assent DiltAdmin

778160 Off ice of Ecmm b Devebpment - Crunty Free L brary

771430 ErecutiveOffbe-SuccGsrA8ercytoth€RDA
7r8160 Offae of Ecomm t Dcvebpment - Buims SeNicei

771430 TLMAAVbtbn

778160 TtMAldmlnistrattu. Seilt€s
778150 TLMACo.LbHated Counter scrvies
778160 TtMAB0lding &Safety

778160 TLMATEnportatbn

778160 TLMASufley

n8150 TLMATEnsptrtatir Const ProF€tj

778160 TLMAAUC

778160 TLMAtandsapc Maintrnancc Ditrtt
778160 TLMACommunity & BusiEs Srryhcs

771430 Waste

778160 OfficeqAging

778160 HHP\rvS Conthuum of Crrc

28160 HHP\ 6 Wo*force Oevebpment

778150 HHP,/IIS Lcal I nitbtive Admh DCA

778160 HHPI 6 OCALcal l nitblive Prognm

778150 HHPUA DCAOther ProgEms

778160 HHP\ rS HOME lnvestment Panner$pLt
778160 H HPVttS HUD-CDBG Home GEnts

778150 HHP4irr,/S RentalRelef ProgEm

778160 PLHAHII/S

771430 FM Cu*odialScruic.!

771430 FM Maintenrnce Seryiccs

771430 FMRealEtate

778160 FM C. pital Pro.i.cts

778150 FM Lak.bnd \flagc R.c. Ct6

778150 FlvtDeErt Expo Cenier

771430 RtuerrHe County I nfomationTechrclogy

771430 RiverCde Clunty I nformationTechrclogy - CommunkatbnsSolutbN

771930 OSF &iHing &Safety, DBF Plannh$ DBFSuryey -CC&R5, oBF Suryey - REhtof !

n 1420 H@sh8 ArthodtV/RCHC

771430 Coacheb \6lhy R€srce Conervation Diirtt (c\nCD)

771430 Temecub-ElsircreAnE-MurEta Resrce Cqrpryatbn

771430 TLMARiverCdr County Habltat Consrvatim lgrmy (RCHCA)

313

59

56

165

1

t76
88

6

6

25

39

it1

24

3,135

14

u
2

46

155

230

300

517

104

11

6

570

128

711

61

s7

15

262

163

390

t77
165

63

1

276

92

153

724

31

9

1,303

1,051

9

13

275

74

2,270

531

26

54

112

M
9

7

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.6E

201.68

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.68

201.58

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.6a

201.58

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.58

201.58

201.58

201.68

201.58

201.58

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.68

201.58

201.68

207.68

201.58

201.6a

201.68

201.68

201.58

201,58

201.68

201.58

201.58

201.68

201.68

115.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 I
116.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 $

116.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

116.10 5

115.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

115.10 s

116.10 $

68,466

12,944

74,t24

13,479

202

35,495

17,748

1,210

7,2tO

5,U2
7,86
9,894

1,UO

ffi,fi2
2,824

16420

403

9,277

32,507

50,334

60, so4

LO7,752

2I,GL
2,218

7,325

116,699

26,5L2

1S2,285

12,302

17,724

3,025

53,653

35,195

81,558

14,952

33,595

13,170

202

15,169

27,6tO

31,321

25,008

5,368

1,931

288,331

277,1*
1,815

2,Ay
55,462

17,595

526,545

1lttso
5,244

10,891

22,5U

74

294

6S

9

34

30

1

1

15

6

27

2

7

20

25

4

1

4

19

7A

4

1

1

220

45

23

592

77

u,508 1,69!) 5 3,728,257

Grand Total -_lqLgs_ : ,1'l!z&-
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