
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.6
(tD # 21685)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, April 18, 2023

FROM : SUPERVISOR V. MANUEL PEREZ:

SUBJECT: SUPERVISOR V. MANUEL PEREZ: lnitiation of Ordinance Amendments for the
regulation of noise, to establish revised regulations that further define community effects and to
update enforcement strategies. [All Districts] [$40,000 total cost allocated budgeted General
Funds 100%l

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors

1. Adopt an order initiating preparation of amendments to Ordinance No. 847, as
well as possible additional amendments to other existing County Ordinances to
establish revised regulations that further define community effects and to update
enforcement strategies.

2. Direct the TLMA - Planning Department and county counsel to prepare and
process the amendments.

ACT!ON:

,

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Gutierrez and duly carried by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Date:
xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez
None
None
April '18,2023

BOS-Dist. 4, Planning, C.O.C.O

Kim A. Rector
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNW OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:

On September 14, 2021, Board of Supervisors directed the Executive Office
to develop a strategy and budget for increased code enforcement staffing on
evenings and weekends. This action was taken to more effectively enforce
types of activities that, most often, happen during evenings and
weekends, such as unpermitted vendors, unpermitted events, short term
rentals, and noise violations. Code Enforcement has historically been
staffed almost entirely during regular working hours, Monday through Friday.
ln response to this request, the Code Enforcement Department Assembled
a Special Enforcement Team (SET) which is comprised of Code
Enforcement officers who work in the evening and weekend hours to
address complaints in real-time. A 2417 enforcement call center with a live
operator was also implemented to take in complaints and appropriately
respond, sending either Code Enforcement or requesting Sheriff assistance,
depending upon the level of severity of the issue. The SET and the call
center have been fully up and running since July 6,2022.

Since July 2022, because of this increased nighttime enforcement,
investigations related to noise, resulting in fines, have greatly increased.
The Riverside County Noise Ordinance, Ordinance No. 847, applies to all
areas of the County, for both indoor and outdoor sound. Ordinance No. 847
provides regulations which limit the allowable noise level(s) at different times
of day for different types of sounds. Part of the intent of Ordinance No. 847
is to protect the quality of life for the County's unincorporated area residents
because: "At certain levels, sound becomes noise and may jeopardize the
health, safety or general welfare of Riverside County residents and degrade
their quality of life". However, the lack of an identifiable standard of what
constitutes noise, the variable measuring tools used, together with the
"human ear" discretion defined in Ordinance No. 847 has created confusion
and frustration for many of our residents who have expressed that the
existing Ordinance No. 847 is difficult to adhere.

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fi3cal Year: l.lext Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost

COST $40,000 N/A $40,000 N/A

NET COUNTY COST $40,000 0 $40,000

SOURCE OF FUNDS:

Department allocation of general fund -100%

Budget Adjustment:
NONE

For FiscalYear: 22123
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

As part of this update, Staff and Staffs Acoustic Consultants should

lmoact on Citizens and Businesses
The requirements and expectations of be better defined for all residents.

Additional Fiscal !nformation
This County initiated Zoning Ordinance amendment can be funded by the
department's General Fund allocation. No new General Fund is requested for
this project.

Contract Historv and Price Reasonableness
Not applicable, this work is being done by Planning and County Counsel staff

oReview types of sounds & what constitutes noise;
oCreate a clear and effective noise ordinance that preserves the

opportunities for nighttime events by providing legal event hosts and
residents with a balanced approach;

oCreate regulations that will fairly enforce a noise ordinance that relies on
sound level readings;

oAppropriate sound levels standards for the County's variety of Zones;
oSpecial circumstances and sound exemptions
oSpecial requirements for events.
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Given that the County has increased enforcement of Ordinance No. 847
there is a need to amend this ordinance to respond to this growing issue.
The ordinance should be crafted to be easily understood, to follow, and to
enforce, in a fair and equitable way.






















































































































