
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.26
(tD # 22109)

MEET!NG DATE:
Tuesday, June27,2023

FROM : AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER:

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER: Approve the Agreement with California Crop
lmprovement Association for Seed Certification Services, effective July 1 , 2023 through June
30, 2024, All Districts. [$ZSO Total Cost - California Crop lmprovement Association Funds
100o/ol

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors

1. Approve the Agreement with California Crop lmprovement Association for Seed
Certification Services, effective July 1 , 2023 through June 30, 2024, in the amount of

$250; and

2. Authorize the Agricultural Commissioner to sign the agreement on behalf of the County

ACTION:Policy

a

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Spiegel and duly carried by

unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Date:
xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington, Perez and Gutierrez
None
None
June 27,2023
Agric. Comm.

Kim A

Deputy
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost

cosT $o $ 250 $ 250 $o
NET COUNTY COST $o $o $0 $0
SOURCE OF FUNDS: 100% California Crop lmprovement Association

Budget Adjustment: No

For FiscalYear: 23124

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summary
This agreement is entered into annually with the California Crop lmprovement Association for the
Agricultural Commissioner's Office to provide seed certification services which include field inspection,
harvesting and transporter inspection, approval of seed conditioning permits and seed sampling.
Revenue from this source was previously included in the Agricultural Commissioner's FY 23124 budget
request.

This agreement was approved as to form by County Counsel

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
Residents and business will be positively impacted in that this program is aimed at preventing the
introduction of invasive weed species and maintain the identity and quality of certified seed.

Gontract History and Price Reasonableness
This agreement has been entered into each year since its inception in 1998, and the dollar amount covers
all related costs.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A: Aqreement with California Crop Improvement Association for Seed
Certification Services
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
CALIFORNIA CROP IDIPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

end

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONE& RIVERSIDE COUNTY

THIS AGREEMENT shatl be effective the first day ofJuly l,2023, by and benreen the CALIFORNIA CROP

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION (hereinafter "CCIA"), and tre Coung of RJVERSIDE as execlted by the

Agicu ltural Commissioner (hereinaft er *the Comrn is sioner" )'

RECITAI.^s
WHEREAS, CCIA is desigrated as the Recogrized Agency to certi$ seed pursuant to Section 3t75 of Title 3 of fte
California Code of Regu!*ions, and is cmpowered to adopt rules and rcgulations for such certification'

WHEREAS. pursuant to au1rority in the Food and Agricultural Codc Section 52421, the Commissioner is

aurhorized to'do all of the following: a) coopcrate with seed+rtiSing agencies which are officially recogrrized

under tre provisions of this chapter; b) suprrvise fre harvesting, cleaning and packaging of any seed which is

cligible foi cenificuion, and thi affixing of labels and seals to it; c) examine, sample, and test such seeds; and d)

p.fro* such other servioes as may be nicessary to maintain tre identity and qualiry of certified seed-

WHEREAS, CCIA desircs to rcBin the Commissioner as an independcnt contractor for the purpose of providing

services relatcd to seed certification, and the Commissioner desires to provide such services to CCIA on such basis

pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agrecment

NOW TITEREFORE, in considerstion of the mutual covenants set forth herein and for such other good and valuable

considcratiorL tre reccipt and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties hercto agree as follows:

t. ResponsibilitiCf_glte9@E!$l91ef. The Cornmissioner shall provide the services described in Attachment

I to ttt:s ngreemcn! attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.

2. Be$gpsjbjlilieE_of CCIA. CCIA shall be responsible for providing the Commissioner such information and

ao"ur*ntarion .r rnay b" *"usrary for the Commissioner to provide the services requhed by this Agreement.

3. Compensation. Upon execution of this Agreement by the Commissioner, CCIA shall pay 6e Commissioner

natf tttefiimuua rnnual payrnent nol to exced $250.00 after July l,2023 and within 30 days of receipt of the

signed agreement fr,om the Cornmissioner.

tn no event shall the total amoune paid to the Commissioner by CCIA exceed $250'00 during the term of this

Agreemeot

4. Terno-Temirctlon. Thetermofthisagreementshall befortheperiodcomrnencingJuly 1.2023'and

terminating June 30, 2024.

CCIA may terminate this Agreement for good causc upon l0 days advance notice to the Commissioner. Provided

however,-that ifthe good ca-use for termination is one that can be cure4 the Commissioner shall have l0 days from

receipt of dre notice in which to cure. tf the breach is cured within the l0-day perio4 the Agreement shall continue

as ifitrere had been no breach- If the Commissioncr fails to cure, then the Agreement shall terrninatp at the end of
the l6ay period. lf the good cause for terminuion is one that cannotbe cured, dre Agreement shall terminate

immediaGly upon receipt ofthe notice oftermination by the commissioncr.

5. Use of CCIA Name and Loeo. CCIA hereby grants to the Commissioner a non-exclusive revocable licsrse to

,r" CCtet nan e ,-d certification logo (a copy of which is attached hereto as Attachment B). The logo may be

used as an indication of certification by the Commissioner. CCIA shall not charge for use of the logo so long as it is

used onty in accordance with this Agreement. All good will developed by use of the CCIA narne or logo is for the

benefit oiCClA. Nothing herein contained provides the Cornmissioncr any ownership interest in the name or logo
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but provides the Commissioner onll with the use thereof, The Cornmissioner hereby waives any and all possible
rights, ownership or use ofthe CCIA name or logo other than as specifically provided in this Agreement. The
Commissioner agroes not to file wilh the United States Patent and Trademark Office or any other sute or country. an
application for the registration of the name or logo, or any type of trademark. service mark, certificuion mark, trade
name or the like. which in any way incorporates the CCIA name or logo or their facsimiles. The right to use the
name or logo shall terminate at the same date as termination of this Agreement.

6. Insurance. The parties represents that they have an adequate policy of insurance or self-insurance programs
including, but not limited to. an insurance pooling arrangement and/or Joint Powen Agreement to protec{ one
another from any ncgligent acts committed by CCIA. CCIA officers, CCIA employees or the Commissioner, the
Commissioner's assistants. helpcrs, employees, or agents during the performance of any of its responsibilities under
thc terms of this Agreement.

7. Proprietary information. The parties hereto acknowledge and agree that any and all information. which is
provided by CCIA to the Commissioner. obtained by the CommissionEr from CCIA's officers. directors or
employees, or obuined by the Commissioner in carrying out its responsibilities pursuant to this Agreement, is
confidential, proprietary and uade secret information. As a result of being provided with this information. the
Commissioner agrces to maintain in confidence all such information as confidential, proprietary and trade secret
iuformation, cxcept wherc disclosure is othcrwise required by law.

8. Propertv of Commissioner. All intellechral and personal propcrty, including but not limited to data, repor6, or
writinp, in whatever form, finished or unfinishe( developed. prepared or purchased pursuant to this A$€emenq
will be exclusively the propcrty of CCIA, and the Commissioner agr€es to deal with il as such, unless such property
is deemed to be public record and subject to disclosure laws. AII such property shall be delivered to CCIA wirhin
fifteen ( l5) days of CCIA's written requcst or upon termination of this Agreement.

9. Indemnification. Each party agrees to indemnif, the other against all liabilities, losses, costs. damages,
anorncys' fees, and any other expenses accruing or resulting to thc other party as a result of rhe indemniffing party's
breach of this agreement or its acts or omissions in the coursc and scope of performing this agreement. Such
indemnification includes. but is not limited to, indemnity for sums paid or liabilities incurred in settlement oi
expenses paid or incuned in connection with. claims. suits. or judgmenB against a Party and/or irs officers,
directors, members. agents, and employees, and expenses paid or incurred in enforcing the terms of this Agreement,
or in procuring or attempting to procure, release from liability resulling from a Party's breach of this Agreement or
its acts or omissions during the course of this Agreement-

10. No Parhershidliab-lJin. The partics hereto acknowledge and agree that the relationship between CCIA and the
Commissioner is an independent contractor relationship and no odrer. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall
create or be construsd as creating a partrership. joint venture. employment relationship or other relationship except
as sel forth between the parties. The panies hereto fi,uther acknowledge and agree that the Commissioner is not I
parfrter with CCIA. whether general or limitcd, and no activities of the Commissioner or CCIA or slatemenB made
by the Commissioner or CCIA shall be interpreted by any of the parties hereto as establishing any type of business
relationship other than as an independent contrador. The Commissioner shall not have the right or power to create
any liability on behalf of CCIA as a result of exccution of this Agreement.

I l. No WithholdingsNo Benefits. As a result of the independent contractor relationship between CCIA and the
Commissioner. CCIA shall not deduct from the fees paid to the Commissioner any sums required for socia! security.
withholding taxes, FICA, state disability insurance, or any other federal. state or local tax or charge which may or
may not prescntly be in effea or are hereinafter enacted or requircd as a charge or withholding on the compensation
of the Commissioner. The Commissioner understands and agrres that neither it nor its employees are employees of
CCI A but that the Commissioner is an indcpcndent contmctor, and as such, neither the Commissioner nor irs
employees will receive any frioge benefie from CCIA including the protections of workers' compensation
insurance.
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12. Egllrllfioner's Ernplo)'e .

a. The Commissioner shall furnish ils own employees. reprcsentatives or subconrac'tors that the

Commissioner determines are necesszrry in order to provide Ote services required by this Agrecment.

b. The Commissioner shalt be solely responsible for thc direction and control of the employees.

representatives and subcontractors of the Commissioner, if any. performing services for fte Commissioner,

including their selection, hiring firing supervision, assigtmenl. and direction, the sefiing of wages, hours

and worrking conditions, and tbe adjustment of their gievances. The Commissioner shall detcrrnine the

metho( means and manner of thc performance of tre work of it employees, representatives and

subcontrastors based on the obligations required by this Agreement.

c. The Commissioner assumes fu[ and sole responsibility for the payrnent of all fees, w8ges, benefits and

expenses ofits cmployees, representatives. and subcontractors, and forall state and federal income tar
withholding, unemployment lnsurance, workers compensation insurance, and social security or other taxes

as m alt petsons employed by the Commissioner in the performance of services under this Agreement.

d. The parties acknowledge. intcnd and agrec flat neither the Commissioner. nor any of the Commissioner's

employees, representatives or subcontractors, shall be considered a "leased employee" of CCIA within the

meaning of Section 4 l4(n) of tlre Internal Revenue Code of 19E6, as amende4 nor shall any such

individual be eligible or entitled to panicipate in any beirefit plan sponsored by CCIA.

13. Audit. The Comrnissioner agrees that it will make its records available for audit by CCIA for uP to three years

after the date of terminarion of this Agreement. CCIA agrees that such audit will be limitcd to those matlers

connectd with the perforrnancc of this Agreement.

14. Amendment/Assienment. No change, amendment or modification of this Agrecment shall be valid unless in

writing and signed by the parties hereto. Neither party may assigrr or tansfer this Agreement to any third party

without the prior wrinen consent of the other party.

I 5. Attornel's Fees and Vcnue. If an action at law or in equity is necessary to enforce or interpret fte terms of this

Agreemenl the prevailing party shall be enthled to recover iS reasonable atorneys' fees and costs from the non-

prevailing party in addition !o any other reasonable rplief to which he or she may be entitled. With respect to any

suit action or proceeding arising out of or relatcd to this Agrement or the documentation related hereto. the parties

hercby submit to the jurisdiction and venue of the appropriate court in the County of Yolo. State of Califomia for

any proceeding arising hereunder.

16. Sole and Qnly Agreement. This Agreement supersedes any and oll other agneements. either oral or in writing.

between tre parries heneb widr respect to Services provided by the Commissioner to CCIA. Each party to this

Agreemcnt acknowledges that no representations, inducemenE, promises or atreemenB. orally or in writing. have

bein made by any party or ao-vone acting on bchalf of any party that are not embodied in this Agreement and no

other agreemenl. statement or promise shall be valid or binding'

17. Severabilitv. lf any provision of this Agreement is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void

or lnenforceabte. the remaining provisions shall nevertheless continue in full force and effect without being

impaired or invalidated in any way.

18. Notice. All notices and other communications hereunder shall be deemed to have becn given when delivered

penonally, at the time cpnfirmed for delivery if by facsirnile, at the time sent by email, or if maihd. at the time

deposited in the United States mail or with an cxpress mail servicg postage prepaid and addressed as follows:
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CALIFORN IA CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATlON
Parsons Seed Certification Center
University of Cal ifomia
One Shields Avenue
Davis, Califomia 9551 6E541
Fax: (530) 7524735
Ernai I ; krsode[gtcsdeviE.eju

AG COMMISSIONER
COIJNTY OF RIVERSIDE
3403 l0th streer. sTE 70 t (Po Box 1089)
Riverside, CA 92502-1089

Far: 95 l-955-3047
Email: agdept@rivoag.org

The parties hereto may change *reir address, fax. or email as set fonh in this paragraph by providing the other party
with written notice thereof.

19. Successors and Assiens. This Agreement shall be binding and inure to the benefit of the respective heirs,
personal representatives. successors and assigns oftlrc panies hereto.

20. Qoyeming-Law. This Agreement shall be coDstrued and govemed pursuant to the laws of the State of
California.

21. Survival. The provisions of this Agreement which are nocessary to enforc€ or interpret it in the event of a
dispute, both as to the letter and spirit of the Agreement. shall survive the expiration or termination of this
Agreement.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF. the parties have executed this Agreement eflective on the day and in the year firsl set
forth above.

Date: CALIFORNI A CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION,
a California nonprofit corporalion

By:
Katy Soden, Director of Business Operations

Date: ACRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER. RIVERSIDE COUNTY
a
u, o

By:
Ruben Arroyo. Agriculrural Comm issioner

Date: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENTOF FOOD AND ACRICULTURE

By:
Brenda Lanini. CDFA Representative

IIJN 2 7 202.3 9.k
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ATTACHMET{TA

coun,y Agricu,,ura, ."j::;:ffi; J#ffi ;:::::;,*,,o €nsa,e in seed

cerrifrcarion sewices in cooperation with the California Crop lmprovement Association (CCIA). which is designated

as fie Recognized Agency to certiry seed (Califomia Code of Regulations, Section 3875) and thus are empowered to
have rules and regulations for such cenification. California Sced l-aw (Section 52421) stat€s that the Commissioners

may do all of the following:

a. Cooperate with seed+erti$ing agencies, which are officially recognized under the provisions ofthis
chapter.

b. Supervise the harvesting, cleaning and packaging ofany seed, which is eligible for certification, and the

affixing of labels and seals to it.
c. F,xamine, sampla and test such seeds.

d. Perform such othet services 8ri may bc necessary to rnaintain he idantity and quality ofcertified seed.

Contacts are issued by CCIA with all county cornmissioners involved. A fee is negotiated with the Commissioner

and paid to the county. Services. which must be performed by the Commissioner's offEce, arc dessibed in these

procedr.res, which expand on the General Seed Certification Standards.

APPLICATIONS
The Commissioner will have online access to applications at the time submitted application is accepted by CCIA.
The Commissioner will reccive weekly email notifications when applications are approved by CCIA.

FIELD INSPECTIONS
After CCIA's inspection of the fietd(s), a Field Inspection Report is prepard and will be available to the

Commissioner at the CCIA web site.

The Field lnspection Report will include the names of the applicant and grower, crop and variery, applied acreage,

county where the fietd(s) are locate( application number. class and category of seed eligible o be produced, and

whether the field(s) met or frilcd standards. Occasionally. a report will have special insructions indicating a portion

of a field must rrct be irarvestcd due to lack of isolation, exccss weeds. etc. Compliance with these instructions may
require monitoring by the Commissioner.

HARVESTING
Harvesting is subject to the supervision of the Commissioner. lt is the Commissioner's discretion. based on previous

compliance, as to the frequency and extent of these inspections. The Commissioner should refer to tlre Field

tnspection Report for any special instructions about a particular field before allowing the harvest to proceed.

TRANSPORTING SEED FROM HARVESTER
Conveyances used in fansporting the seed from harvester to storage or conditioning are also subject to supervision

and inspection by the Commissioner. fu with harvesting it is the Commissione/s discretion. based on previous

compliance. as to the frequency and extent of these inspections.

INTER-COUNTY PERMIT and INTER-STATE TRANSFER of SEED CERTIFICATE
It is the rcsponsibility of the Commissioner to issue or have issued inter<ounty perrnits and inter-state transfer of
sccd certificaes for seed moving between counties. stat€s or (mrcly) countries.

CONDITIONTNG
The Commissioner and CCIA must apprcvc of any facility where seed intended for certification is to be conditioned
by use of an Application for Certified Seed Conditioning Permit signed annually (July I ) by the op€rator who agrees

to comply with standards, cooperate with the Commissioner and CCIA. The Commissioner or CCIA may inspect

the hcility at any time.
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Appmved facilities handling more than an occasional lot of seed for certification are expected to becomc accredited.
This designation involves the appointment of a Certification Representative and less direct supervision by the
Commissioner. At the discretion of Ore Commissioner, the Certification Representative will be responsible for any
or all conditioning and related operarions, acting as a representative of CCIA and the Commissioner at that facility.
Only conditioners with penonnel capable of meeting these responsibilities should be designated as Acredited.

CONDITIONER RECORDS
Conditioning rccords strould be available to $e Commissioner or CCIA at all times.

BLENDING
A copy of a Cenified Seed Blending Permit will be sent to the conditioner and to the Commissioner, when such
activity is requesed.

SAMPLING
Unless the conditioner has Accredited stants, the Commissioner samples seed eligible for certificdion. The sample
should be drawn in the same manner that official samples are drawn (California Seed L.aw. Sestion 3872). A
Certificuion Sample Form is required with a sample drawn for certification. CCIA and/or ttre Commissioner's
officc must approvc any variations in sampling technique.

TAGS (LABELS) AND SEALS
The Commissioner's office andior the conditioning plant must account for all tags. These tags are sent to lhe
Commissioner for distribution to the conditioning facility. Upon requcst of the Commissioner. tags will be sent
directly to the conditioning faciliry.

PRETAGGING
Seed eligible for certification may be tagged with the official certification tag at the time of conditioning, before
final certification, if supervised b;- the Agricultural Commissioner and approved by CCtA.
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ATTACHMENT B

Callfornia Cmp lmprovement Association logo
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