
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.12
(tD # 22996)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, September 12, 2023

FROM: EMERGENCYMANAGEMENTDEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT: Ratify Proclamation of Local
Emergency due to the Lawson Landfill lncident. District 4. t$01

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Adopt Resolution No. 2023-253 to ratify the proclamation of Local Emergency as
declared by the Director of Emergency Services.

ACTION:

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Washington and duly carried by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Date:
xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Perez, Washington, and Gutierrez
None
None
September 12,2023
EMD
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FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost

COST $0 $0 $0 $o

NET COUNTY COST $0 $0 $o $0

SOURCE OF FUNDS: N/A
Budget Adjustment: No

For FiscalYear: 23124

SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summarv
The County of Riverside experienced unprecedented rainfall due to the remnants from
Hurricane Hilary causing widespread flooding of the Thermal, Mecca, Oasis, and North
Shore areas.

On September 1, the National Weather Service Phoenix, AZ, issued a series of Flash
Flood Advisories, Warnings and Watches advising that conditions of damage and
extreme peril to the safety of persons and property existed within the eastern portion of
Riverside County. The significant flooding in the Eastern portion of Riverside County
substantially impacted the County's unincorporated areas of Thermal, Mecca, Oasis,
and portions of the Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla lndians' Reservation, overwhelming
requests for resources, including, but not limited to, swift water rescue teams, mass
care and shelter resources, transportation crews, and flood control on the affected
communities.

The area known as the Lawson Landfill received an estimated 2.86" of rainfall, which
caused a failure of the protective berm surrounding the landfill, and a failure of the
landfill's entombment covering, creating conditions of dangerous contaminated flows
potentially containing dioxins and furans, necessitating the issuance of evacuation
warnings to residents of the nearby local mobile home parks below the landfill area.

Due to the potential severity of the situation and to ensure a seamless response to the
impacts of the abandoned landfill, multi-jurisdictional coordination between the County
of Riverside, Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla lndian Tribal Government, State of
California, Federal Government and Private/Non-Profits must take place, to lessen the
impacts to the whole community.

It is requested that the Board of Supervisors adopt Resolution No. 2023-253 to ratify the
Proclamation of Local Emergency as declared by the Director of Emergency Services.
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
Riverside County Operational Area has requested assistance from the State of
California to meet current and potential additional needs.
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Board of Supervisors Count-v of Riverside

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-253

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF

THE LAWSON LANDFILL INCIDENT

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 533.7 of the County of Riverside empowcrs the Director of

Emergency Services to proclaim the existencc of a "Local Emergency" when the Board of Supervisors is

not in session and,

WHEREAS, the County of fuverside experienced unprecedented rainfall due to the remnants from

Hgrricane Hilary causing widespread flooding of the Thermal, Mecca, Oasis, and North Shore areas.

WHEREAS, the significant flooding in the Eastern portion of Riverside County substantially

impacted the county's unincorporated areas of Thermal, Mecca, Oasis, and portions of the Torres-

Martinez Desert Cahuilla lndians' Reservation, overwhelming requests for resources, including, but not

limited to, swift water rescue teams, mass care and shelter resources, transportation crews, and flood

control on the affected communities.

WHEREAS, the area known as the Lawson Landfill received an estimated 2.86" of rainfall, which

caused a failure of the protective berm surrounding the landlill, and a failure of the landfill's entombment

covering, creating conditions of dangerous contaminated flows potentially containing dioxins and furans,

necessitating the issuance of evacuation warnings to residents of the nearby local mobilc horne parks

below the iandfill area.

WHEREAS, due to the potential severity of the situation and to ensure a seamless response to the

impacts of the abandoned landfill, multi-jurisdictional coordination between the County of Riverside,

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indian Tribal Government, State of Califomia, Federal Govemment and

PrivateA.lon-Profits must take place, in order to lessen the impacts to the whole community.
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WHEREAS, the Director of Emergency Services of the County of Riverside did proclaim the

existence of a Local Emergency within said County on the 5th day of September, now, therefore,

IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the proclamation of a Local Emergency by

the Director of Emergency Services of the County of Riverside is hereby ratified, and that said Local

Emergency shall be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the County Board

of Supervisors of the County of Riverside.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

)effries, Washington, Spiegel, Perez and Gutierrez
None
None

KI

The foregoing is certified to be a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by said Board of Supervisors on
the date therein set forth.

A. RECTO Clerk said Board

By,

eputy
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COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY
BY THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERV]CES

WHEREAS, Ordinance 533.7 of the County of Riverside empowers the Director of Emergency Services
to proclaim the existence of a "Local Emergency" when the Board of Supervisors is not in session and,

WHEREAS, the Director of Emergency Services finds that at the time of this proclamation, the Board
of Supervisors is not in session; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Riverside experienced unappreciated rainfall due to the remnants from
Hurricane Hilary causing widespread flooding of the Thermal, Mecca, Oasis, and North Shore areas.

WHEREAS, on September 1, the National Weather Service Phoenix, AZ, issued a series of Flash
Flood Advisories, Warnings and Watches advising that conditions of damage and extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property within the eastern portion of Riverside County.

WHEREAS, the significant flooding in the Eastern portion of Riverside County substantially impacted
the county's unincorporated areas of Thermal, Mecca, Oasis, and portions of the Torres-Martinez
Desert Cahuilla lndians' Reservation, overwhelming requests for resources, including, but not limited
to, swift water rescue teams, mass care and shelter resources, transportation crews, and flood control
on the affected communities.

WHEREAS, the area known as the Lawson Landfill received an estimated 2.86" of rainfall, which
caused a failure of the protective berm surrounding the landfill, and a failure of the landfill's entombment
covering, creating conditions of dangerous contaminated flows potentially containing dioxins and
furans, necessitating the issuance of evacuation warnings to residents of the nearby local mobile home
parks below the landfill area.

WHEREAS, emergency testing of the location's water and soil is being coordinated, and based on the
results, there may be a need to contain and remove contaminated water and soil, and creating
conditions that have rapidly exhausted all local resources to repair and mitigate the site and render it
safe.

WHEREAS, due to the potential severity of the situation and to ensure a seamless response to the
impacts of the abandoned landflll, multi-jurisdictional coordination between the County of Riverside,
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla lndian Tribal Government, State of California, Federal Government
and Private/Non-Profits that must take place, in order to lessen the impacts to the whole community.

WHEREAS, the potential of the aforementioned conditions of extreme peril warrant and necessitate
the proclamation of a "Local Emergency".

NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that a "Local Emergency" exists throughout the
Eastem County of Riverside; and,

lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said "Local Emergency",
the powers, functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the Emergency
Management Organization of this County shall be those prescribed by State law and the charter,
ordinances, resolutions, and approved plans of the County of Riverside in order to mitigate the effects
of said "Local Emergency"; and,



lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that said "Local Emergency" shall be deemed to
continue to exist for the next seven (7) days, and thereafter by ratification of the Board of Supervisors,
until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside; and,

lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the County of Riverside is requesting the
Govemor of the State of California assist in directing State Agencies in the repairing and mitigating of
future breeches and requests that County of Riverside obtain Federal Agency assistance.

lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that a copy of this proclamation be forwarded to the
Governor of California with the request to provide and request all eligible State and Federal financial
assistance to the County and impacted localjurisdictions.

Dated: September 5, 2023
Jeff W

OffiCer
of Emergency Services

County of Riverside


















