
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.25
(tD t 23421)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, November 07 , 2023

SUBJECT: REGISTRAR OF VOTERS: Adopt Resolution 2023-285 to authorize the lnterim
Registrar of Voters to not list supporters and opponents of local measures on county ballots for
all future elections, All Districts. [$0]

'l . Adopt Resolution No. 2023-285 to authorize the Registrar of Voters to not list supporters
and opponents of local measures on county ballots for all future elections.

ACTION: Policy

noco, rs 11t1

MINUTES OF THE BOARO OF SUPERVISORS

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Date:

xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington and Perez
None
Gutienez
November 7, 2023
Registrar of Voters

Kim A.R r
CI rd
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By:

Dep

3.25

FROM : REGISTRAR OF VOTERS:

RECOMMENOEO MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

On motion of Supervisor Jeffries, seconded by Supervisor Spiegel and duly carried, lT
WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL DATA Cur,ont Fbcal Year: Total C6t: Ongolng Co8t

COST $0 $0 $0 $0
NET COUNTY COST $0 UU $0 $0
SOURCE OF FUNDS: None

Budget Adjustment: No

For Fiscal Year 23124

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summary

Assembly Bill 1416, (AB 1416) was signed into law by Governor Newsom on September 29,
2022, which added a requirement for statewide measures to list supporters and opponents of
measures on the ballot label or that a similar description be provided on the ballot. The list of
supporters and opponents are each limited to a maximum of 125 characters and could include
associations, nonprofit organizations, businesses, and individuals taken from the signers or the
text of the arguments in favor of or against the measure printed in the voter information guide.

The law allows Counties to optout of listing supporters and opponents on the ballot itself within
a certain time frame ahead of an election. lt should be noted that the listing of supporters and
opponents will remain on lhe voter information guides as has always been the case.

A total of 14 counties have to date adopted a resolution to opt out of printing supporters and
opponents of local measures primarily due to cost increases for printing and mailing ballots that
will increase in length and size from the additional text. Those counties are: Butte, Colusa,
Contra Costa, Del Norte, Glenn, lmperial, Kern, Mendocino, Mono, Napa, Nevada, Placer, San
Joaquin, and Yuba. lt is anticipated that additional counties will opt-out.

The aforementioned counties have deferred to Election Code section 9170 as set forth is
subsection (d) which states:

At least 30 days before the deadline for submitting arguments for or against county
measures, a county board of supervisors may elect not to list supporters and opponents
for county, city, district and school measures on the county ballot and future county
ballots.

The ROV'S Office recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve Resolution No. 2023-285
to authorize the Registrar of Voters to not list supporters and opponents of local measures on
county ballots for all future elections due to 1) the cost to prepare a ballot will increase as a
result of moving to a three (3) card ballot 2) the total cost will increase due to additional staff
time needed for data input, proofreading, and ballot layout preparation and 3) the total cost of
printing and mailing a three (3) card ballot will also increase. Further, it would reduce potential
legal challenges to the ballot due to objections in the wording of abbreviations etc. given the
limitation on the use of 125 characters.
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

lmpact on Residents and Businesses

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment A. Resolution 2023-285

anagement
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Opting out of the requirement for statewide measures to list supporters and opponents on the
ballot will reduce costs in the preparation and mailing of ballots, and provide for a more concise
ballot for the voter to use.
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Board of Sunervisors County ofRiverside

RESOLUTTON NO. 2023-285

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF

THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE TO ELECT N TO LIST SUPPORTERS AND OPPONENTS

FOR COUNTY. CITY. DISTRICT. AND SCHOOL MEASURES ON THE COUNTY BALLOT AND

FUTURE COUNTY BALLOTS

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill (AB) l4l6 was passed by the State Legislature in 2022 with an

ellective date of January 1,2023. AB l4l6 adds a requirernent for statewide measures that a listing of

the supporters and opponents ofmeasures are to be listed on the ballot label or that a similar description

be provided on the ballot, but gives counties the option ofprinting the list of supporters and opponents

of local measures on the ballot:

WHEREAS, Election Code section 9170(d), which was added pursuant to AB 1416 states as

follows:

At le{ist 30 days before the deadline for submitting arguments for or against county

measures,' a county board of supervisors may elect not to list supporters and opponents for

county, city, district and school measures on the county ballot and future county ballots.

WIIEREAS, opting into the additional printing will result in cost increases for bal[ot production

and printing, will result in additional ballot space for each local measure printed on the ballot and will

increase the possibility for electioneering and promotion ofcandidates who may be on the ballot ard are

also signers of the measure;

WHEREAS, the requirement of printing the list of supporters and opponents would also put the

Registrar of Voters oflice jn the position of accepting or denying abbreviations of supporterdopponents

that may not be clear due to the maximum character limit of I 25 characters each, and in tum may result

in challenges to perceived unlair determinations; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED AI\ID ORDERED, that the Board of Supervisors of the County of fuverside,

State of California, in regular session assembled on November 7, 2023, that is hereby

1t .07 .?.023 3.25
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established in the County elects not to list supporters and opponents for county, city, district and school

measures on the county ballot and fuhrre county ballots,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that this Resolution shall take effect

immediately.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:

Nays:
Absent;

|effries, Washington, Spiegel, and Perez
None
Gutierrez

The foregoing is certified to be a true copy ofa resolution duly adopted by said Board ofSupervisors
on the date therein set forth.

YA.RE Clerk of said Board

Ily:
eputy
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