
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FROM : SUPERVISOR KEVIN JEFFRIES AND SUPERVISOR V. MANUEL PEREZ :

SUBJECT: SUPERVISOR KEVIN JEFFRIES AND SUPERVISOR V. MANUEL PEREZ
Evaluation of Separating the Offices of the Coroner and Public Administrator from the Sheriff

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors

1 . That the Board of Supervisors direct the CEO to evaluate potential costs and beneflts of
a separation of the Offlces of the Sheriff from the Coroner and Public Administrator, as
well as other options.

ACTION:Consent

ITEM:3.29
(rD # 23682)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, December 05, 2023

l.l n

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Jeffries, seconded by Supervisor Spiegel and duly carried by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:

Absent
Date:
xc:

Jeffries, Spiegel, Washington and Perez and Gutierrez
None
None
December 5, 2023
BOS-Dist. 1, BOS-Dist. 4, E.O.

Kimberly A. Rector
Cle rd

LL
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BACKGROUND:
Summary
ln recent discussions and public comment, a recurring theme has been the potential conflict of
interest (or even the perception of a conflict of interest) involved in having the Coroner and the
Sheriff as one entity.

The Sheriff and the Coroner's Offices had been separated in Riverside County for most of the
County's history. ln December 1995, however, the Board adopted a recommendation from the
Riverside County Commission on Reorganization and Structure to consolidate the office of
County Coroner-Public Administrator under the office of County Sheriff. The ordinance was
adopted in 1996, with the integration occurring January 1"1, 1999.

The 2017-2018 Riverside County Grand Jury also looked at this issue, and recommended that
as an alternative to separation, the Sheriff re-establish "an agreement with acceptable terms,
with an adjacent County, to perform autopsies of in-custody deaths." Such an agreement had
previously been in existence but had been allowed to lapse.

lf passed, this item would ask the County Executive Office to evaluale options for separating the
Office of the Sheriff and Coroner/Public Administrator again. This report would include potential
costs, savings, legal issues, organizalional structure, and labor considerations, and be returned
to the Board within 90 days.

lmDact on RCS idents and Businesses
Confidence in our law enforcement institutions and the perception of fairness are important
goals, but before taking further specific steps, a complete cosubenefit analysis of options should
be performed.
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California is one of only three states that does not require the Sheriff and Coroner to be
independent of each other. While there is no evidence of any improprieties in Riverside County
regarding the operations of the Coroner's Offlce under the Sheriff, the optics of a potential
conflict of interest can lead lo a loss of confidence in our institutions.
















































