
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.26
(tD # 26782)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, January 28, 2025

FROM: TLMA.PLANNING

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY/PLANNING: Specific
Plan No. 342 and EIR No. 471 Settlement Agreement EIR Mitigation Measure BIO-11

Modification - Villages of Lakeview (Nuevo Development Company, LLC). District 5. No New
Environmental Documentation Required under CEQA. [Applicant Fees 100%]

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:
1. FIND that NO NEW ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUIVIENTATION lS REQUIRED because all

potentially significant effects on the environment have been adequately analyzed in the
certified ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT NO. 471, pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and have been avoided or mitigated, pursuant to that earlier ElR, and none of
the conditions described in the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 exists;

2. lncorporate the modiflcations to EIR No. 471 Nlitigation Measure BIO-1 1 pursuant to the
approved settlement agreement, including to the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program; and

3. Direct staff to implement the edits to EIR No. 471 Mitigation Measure BIO-11 on
approved Specific Plan No. 342 and implementing projects under Specific Plan No. 342.

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Spiegel, seconded by Supervisor Gutierrez and duly canied by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent
Date:
xc:

Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez and Gutierrez
None
None
January 28, 2025
Planning

Kimberly A. Rector
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ACTION: Policy
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FINANCIAL DATA Currsnt FiscalYear: Total CGt: Ongolng Cost

cosT $ N/A $ N/A $ N/A $ N/A

cosT $ N/A $ N/A $ N/A $ N/A

SOURCE OF FUNDS: Applicant Fees lo0%

For Fiscal Year: N/A

SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNW OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summary
Speciflc Plan No. 342, General Plan Amendment Nos. 720 and 721, Change of Zone No. 7055,
and Development Agreement No. 73 were approved, and EIR No. 471 was certifled on
December 12, 2017 , effective January 12, 2018.

After the approvals and certification of the ElR, CEQA lawsuits were filed, including by the
Center for Biological Diversity, Sierra Club, and San Bernardino Audubon Society (CBD
Petitioners).

On March 23,2023, the Court of Appeal, State of California, Fourth Appellate District, District
Two, issued its opinion in the litigation on the project that the judgment was reversed in part and
afflrmed in part. The Court agreed with two of the claims raised by the Center for Biological
Diversity, Sierra Club, and the San Bernardino Valley Audubon Society that one of the
mitigation measures in the EIR was inadequate (MM BIO-1 1) and that the EIR failed to address
the environmental effects of supplying water to the project.

Following this direction from the Court, the County prepared a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a
Recirculated EIR to address the deficiencies identifled by the Court. Following the NOP,
pursuant a settlement agreement was executed by the County, applicant, and the CBD
Petitioners, without admission of any fault or wrongdoing by any party. ln this settlement
agreement, the parties agreed that, in exchange for dismissal of the case and other provisions,

a modification to MM BIO-11 as shown below be taken to the Board for consideration. This item
is for such action to be taken by the Board for consideration of a modification to MM BIO-11.
While the County agreed under the settlement agreement that staff would bring this measure to
the Board of Supervisors for consideration with a recommendation for approval, the Board of
Supervisors may approve or disapprove this item, and individual Board members may choose to
approve, disapprove, or abstain from voting on this item. To the extent the Board approves
modification of MM BIO-1 1 as recommended, the project's Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program (MMRP) will be updated with the same language. At the request of CBD Petitioners,
the above-referenced case was dismissed on November 8, 2024.
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Budget Adjustment: No
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Current MM BIO-11

Prior to the approval of any implementing project within the SPECIFIC PLAN (i.e.: tract map,
parcel map, use permit, plot plan, etc.), the following condition shall be placed on the
implementing project:

ln order to increase public awareness and knowledge about local environmental issues and
reduce potential significant indirect effects of development near to Conservation Areas, the
Master Developer of the proposed project shall provide an Environmental Stewardship
Program. The program will include methods of community education to residents and
business owners such as interpretive and directional signs, pamphlets and demonstrations.
Purchasers of homes and commercial property shall receive an informational packet
educating them on the Environmental Stewardship Program, the San Jacinto \r'Vildlife Area,
the Lakeview Mountains and the Conservation Areas.

The types of information presented shall include, but not be limited to: lighting, noise,
keeping on trails, wildlife, plants, habitats, barriers, domestic animals, toxics such as
pesticides, and invasive species, and vector-borne disease prevention. The Environmental
Stewardship Program shall include a fund to be administered by the Lakeview Community
Services Organization (CSO) and a portion of the fund shall be used for SJWA and
Lakeview Mountains management items, including feral animal trapping, removal of trash.
invasive species removal and enforcement. The Lakeview CSO's budget directed towards
the SJWA and Lakeview Mountains interface issues shall be a priority and the appropriate
percentage of the Lakeview CSO's fund directed towards the SJWA and Lakeview
Mountains will be developed in consultation with the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife SJWA Staff and the RCA.

Prior to issuance of building permit for the 500th residential unit, the developer shall initiate
with California Fish & Wildlife staff for them to submit an initial budget of work necessary to
offset recognized impacts of the Speciflc Plan development on the San Jacinto Wildlife Area
to the CSO and County of Riverside. Budgets shall continue to be requested by the
developer and submitted by California Fish & Wildlife on an annual basis. Quarterly
meetings shall be held with the CSO, California Fish & Wildlife, and County staff to review
the budget, work needed at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area, and provision of funding by the
CSO to California Fish & Wldlife.
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The modlfication to M lil BIO-11 is similar to, but provides more specific requirements, including
requirements relating to implementation of the Environmental Stewardship Program, than was
originally established in NI I\/ BIO-11. The modification would not represent any increase or
modification to the project that was analyzed in EIR No. 471 . None of the conditions described
in State CEQA Guidelines section 15162 exist to require further environmental analysis or
documentation.
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To assist initial funding of the Environmental Stewardship Program, the developer shall
provide funding to the program in the amount of $200 per unit for the first 500 units. Such
proof of funding shall be provided prior to building permit issuance for the first 500 units.

Proposed MM BIO-11 Modification

Prior to the approval of any implementing project within the TVOL Specific Plan (i.e., tract
map, parcel map, use permit, plot plan, etc.) the following condition shall be placed on the
implementing project:

ln order to increase public awareness and knowledge about local environmental issues and
reduce potential significant indirect effects of development near to Conservation Areas,
Master Developer of the proposed project shall provide an Environmental Stewardship
Program for purchasers of homes and commercial property within the Villages of Lakeview
("TVOL Environmental Stewardship Program") in accordance with A.'1. ln addition, Master
Developer shall provide annual funding to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
('CDFW) to compensate CDFW for costs related to protection and management of the
lands within the San Jacinto Wildlife Area ("SJWA Environmental Stewardship Costs") in
accordance with A.2.

A.1 TVOL Environmental Stewardship Program

ln order to increase public awareness and knowledge about local environmental issues and
reduce potential significant indirect effects of development near to Conservation Areas,
Master Developer of the proposed project shall provide an Environmental Stewardship
Program for purchasers of homes and commercial property within the Villages of Lakeview
("TVOL Environmental Stewardship Program"). ln addition, Master Developer shall provide

annual funding to CDFW to compensate CDFW for costs related to protection and
management of the lands within the San Jacinto Wildlife Area as outlined below ("SJWA
Environmental Stewardship Costs").

The TVOL Environmental Stewardship Program will include programs for community
education to residents and business owners, for example interpretative and directional
signs, pamphlets, demonstrations, environmental and outdoor education, and for programs

supporting and implementing native habitat wildlife restoration in and around the project

area and San Jacinto Valley. The types of information presented and programs provided

shall be focused on, but not be limited to, the following: reducing the impacts from lighting,
noise, trespass off trails, domestic animals, toxics such as pesticides, invasive species, and
vector-borne diseases; and benefitting native wildlife, native plants, and native habitats, and
environmental education.
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The TVOL Environmental Stewardship Program may be established and funded through a

Community Services Organization ("CSO") or a Homeowners Association ("HOA") or a
combination of both. Prior to issuance of the first certificate of occupancy in the Villages of
Lakeview, the County shall verify Master Developer has established the Homeowners
Association and Lakeview Community Services Organization and that the organizations
individually or in combination with one another, have or will have, upon the issuance of the
1,500th certificate of occupancy, sufficient funds available to dedicate Fifty Thousand
Dollars ($50,000) per year for the annual cost of the TVOL Environmental Stewardship
Program. The CSO or HOA have the discretion to use any excess funds in the TVOL
Environmental Stewardship Program to benefit the purposes of the SJWA Environmental
Stewardship Costs. The TVOL Environmental Stewardship Program is a separate obligation
and independent of the SJWA Environmental Stewardship Costs payment of Sixty-Five
Thousand Dollars ($65,000) annual funding described in section A.2.

A.2 SJWA Environmental Stewardship Costs

Additionally, Master Developer shall provide annual funding in the amount of Sixty-Five
Thousand Dollars ($65,000) to CDFW for SJWA Environmental Stewardship Costs, through
either a Community Facilities District, a one{ime non-wasting endowment or by interim
annual developer funding as provided below. SJWA Environmental Stewardship Costs shall
mean the cost of protection and management of lands within the SJWA as outlined in the
approved Land Management Plan for the San Jacinto Wildlife Area, including but not limited
to code enforcement, trash removal, feral animal trapping, lnvasive species removal and
other wildlife management issues agency staff have been tasked with mitigating. One of the
following annual funding methods shall be established by Master Developer:

Prior to the issuance of the first building permit within the Project, the County shall
verify that Master Developer has established the Environmental Stewardship
Community Facilities District ("SJWA Environmental Stewardship CFD") to levy an
annual special tax ("SJWA Environmental Stewardship Special Tax") sufficient in
amount to fund the SJWA Environmental Stewardshlp Costs in the amount of
Sixty-Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000) to be paid to CDFW annually upon

issuance of the 1 ,500th residential certificate of occupancy, or

a
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b. Prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy of the 1,500th residential unit, the
County shall verify that Master Developer has established a one-time, non-wasting
endowment in the amount of One Million Six Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand
Dollars ($'1,625,000) to fund the annual SJWA Environmental Stewardship Fee
that shall pay $65,000 annually to CDFW, or

c. Prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy of the 1,500th residential unit,

Master Developer shall enter into an agreement with the County or CDFW to
provide interim funding in the amount of $65,000 to CDFW annually until such time
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as the SJWA Environmental Stewardship CFD or one-time endowment is

established.

d. ln the event Master Developer pays for the cost of the one{ime non-wasting

endowment or provldes interim annual funding to CDFW and the Environmental
Stewardship Community Facilities District has been formed and funded, then
Master Developer shall be eligible for reimbursement of such costs from the SJWA
Environmental Stewardship CFD, provided the SJWA Environmental Stewardship
CFD has sufflcient funding to both reimburse Master Developer and to fund the
annual SJWA Environmental Stewardship obligation.

With the Board's action to approve the modification to MM BIO-1 1, County staff will incorporate
and implement this modification into the Specific Plan and subsequent implementing projects

within the Specific Plan.

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
All potential project impacts were analyzed and discussed during the entitlement processing and
public hearings in 2017. The change to MM BIO-1 1 would not result in any greater impacts to
what was previously analyzed in the ElR.

Additional Fiscal lnformation
All fees are paid by the applicant, there is no General Fund obligation

ATTACHMENTS:

A. SettlementAgreement
B. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, Revised
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