
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3 29
(to* 21286)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, March 18, 2025

FROM: SHERIFF-CORONER-PA

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Thatthe Board of Supervisors:
1 . Ratify and approve the Letter of Agreement Number 2025-31 with the Drug Enforcement

Administration (DEA) of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to accept an award of
$500,000 from lhe FY 24125 Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program
(DcE/SP)l

Continued on page 2

Iv!INUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Spiegel, seconded by Supervisor Gutierrez and duly carried by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes: l\4edina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez and Gutierrez
Nays: None
Absent: None
Date: March 18,2025
xc: Sheriff

RectorKim
Cle
8y:

A
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SUBJECT: SHERIFF-CORONER-PA: Approval of Letter of Agreement Number 2025-31 with
U.S. Department of Justice Drug Enforcement Administration and Acceptance ol an FY 24125

Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program Award from the U.S. Department of
Justice Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), All Districts. [Total Project Cost $500,000 -
Federal Grant Revenue 100%1, 4/5 vote requked.

ACTION:4/5 Vote Requi.ed



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNry OF RIVERSIDE,

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2. Authorize the Sheriff, Undersheriff, Assistant Sheriff, Chief Deputy, Captain, or
Administrative Services Manager to sign the Letter of Agreement, Certified Standard
Assurances, Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension and Other
Responsibility lVlatters; Drug-Free Workplace Requirements; Coordination with Affected
Agencies, and Electronic Funds Transfer Memorandum on behalf of the County;

3. Authorize the Sheriff, Undersheriff, Assistant Sheriff, Chief Deputy, Captain, or
Administrative Services Manager to sign and execute any documents on behalf of the
County related to the DCE/SP grant, including payment requests, claims for
reimbursements, progress reports, and other associated documents, amendments, or
modiflcations that may be necessary for the completion of the project, as approved as to
form by County Counsel;

4. Authorize the Sheriff, Undersheriff, Assistant Sheriff, Chiei Deputy, Captain, or
Administrative Services Manager to accept additional DCE/SP funds in an amount not to
exceed $200,000; and

5. Approve and direct the Auditor-Controller to make the budget adjustments on the attached
Schedule A.

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BR:25-061
Prev. Agn. Ref.: 3.62 6/25/24

BACKGROUND:
Summarv
For over 35 years, the Riverside County Sheriffs Office (RSO) and the Drug Enforcement

Administration (DEA) have collaborated through the Domestic Cannabis
Eradicationisuppression Program (CDE/SP) to eliminate operations where cannabis is grown

within Riverside County. RSO gathers intelligence on the illicit possession, distribution,

trafficking, and cultivation of illicit cannabis. ln collaboration with the DEA, RSO works to

eradicate illicit cannabis cultivation and arrest and prosecute individuals charged with violating

controlled substance laws. Additionally, with DEA assistance, RSO sends samples of
eradicated marijuana to the National lnstitute of Drug Abuse (NIDA) Potency Monitoring
Program for processing.

FINANCIAL DATA Curront Fiscal Year: Total cost: Ongoing C03t

COST $ 350,000 $ 150,000 $ 500,000 $ 0

$ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

Budget Adjustment: Yes

For Fiscal Year: 24125-25126
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RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

NET COUNTY COST

SOURCE OF FUNDS: Federal Grant Revenue'100%
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On June 25, 2024 (Minute Order 3.62), the County approved FY 2024 Domestic Cannabis
Eradication/Suppression Program (DCE/SP) funding in the amount of $500,000. On February
11, 2025, the DEA notified RSO of a $500,000 grant award for overtime and operational
expenses incurred from October 1 , 2024 through September 30, 2025.

The grant award acceptance is presented to the Board of Supervisors retroactively because the
Letter of Agreement was received from the US Department of Justice on February 11,2025,
after the Letter of Agreement's October 1, 2024 staft date. Therefore, RSO requests that the
Board ratify the Letter of Agreement and accept $500,000 from the Drug Enforcement
Administration funding retroactively for the performance period of October 1, 2024 through
September 30,2025, as noted in the Recommended Motion.

The attached Letter of Agreement Number 2025-031 is a commitment between the County and
the DEA whereby the Sheriffs Office will use federal funds to:

. Gather and report intelligence data relating to illicit cultivation, possession, and
distribution of illicit cannabis and related money laundering activity;

. lnvestigate and report instances involving the kafficking in of controlled substances;

. Provide law enforcement personnel for the eradication of illicit cannabis located within
the State of California;

. Make arrests and refer to the appropriate prosecutorial authority cases for prosecution

under controlled substances laws and other criminal laws;
. Send required samples of eradicated illicit cannabis to the National lnstitute on Drug

Abuse (NIDA) Potency l\/onitoring Project,
. Capture, maintain, and share with DEA data and statistics on its marijuana eradication

efforts;
. Follow all applicable state laws and guidelines; and
. Submit electronically to the DEA monthly expenditure reports with the required

supporting documentation with the original mailed to the DCE/SP Regional Contractor.

The scope of RSO's program for activities described in the Letter of Agreement shall be
conducted solely at RSO's discretion and in a manner consistent with the Controlled
Substances Act (CSA). RSO understands that funds expended must relate to and only be used
for cannabis eradication activities.

County Counsel has approved the documents as to form

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
DCE/SP funding will allow the Sheriffs Office to eradicate and suppress the cultivation of illicit
cannabis by gathering intelligence related to the illegal cultivation, possession, and distribution
of cannabis on private and public lands. These efforts will improve the health and welfare of the
residents and businesses of Riverside County.
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Additional Fiscal lnformation
DCE/SP will fund overtime and other operational costs related to eradicating and suppressing
illicit cannabis through the Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression performance period of
October 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025.

ATTACHMENTS:

Award Acceptance - Letter of Agreement Number 2025-31
Electronic Funds Transfer Memorandum, Certified Standard Assurances, Certifications
Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters; and

Drug-Free Workplace Requirements; Coordination with Affected Agencies.

Schedule Ai FY 2024-2025

lncrease Appropriations:
1 0000-2500300000-5 1 0420 Overtime

Total lncrease in Estimated Appropriations
$350,000
$350,000

lncrease Estimated Revenues:
1 0000-2500300000-7 67 I 40 Fed-Misc Reimbursement

Total lncrease in Estimated Revenue
$3s0,000
$3s0,000
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