
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.20
(tD # 28180)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, July 01 ,2025

FROM: FIRE DEPARTMENT

SUBJEGT: FIRE DEPARTMENT: Adoption of a new Ordinance No. 999, Relating to the
Adoption of Local Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps. All Districts [$7,000
General Fund 52o/o, Structural Fire Taxes 460/o, Fees 2Yol

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors

1. Adopt Ordinance No. 999, an ordinance relating to the Adoption of Local Responsibility
Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps; and

2. Direct the Clerk of the Board to publish the summary of the ordinance pursuant to
Government Code section 25124(b).

ACTION:

a

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Gutierrez, seconded by Supervisor Medina and duly carried by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended and
Ordinance 999 is adopted with waiver of the reading.

Ayes: Medina, Spiegel, Washington , Petez and Gutierrez
Nays: None
Absent: None
Date: July 1 ,2025
xc: Fire, COB/MC/AB/DUNS

Kim
Clerk
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Tr tal Cost: Ongoing Cost

COST $ 7,000 $0 $ 7,000 $o
NET COUNTY COST $ 3,640 $0 $ 3,640 $0
SOURCE OF FU NDS: General F und 52Yo, F ees 2olo,Structura! Fire
Taxes 46%

Budget Adjustment: No

For FiscalYear: 25126

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summarv
Previously the Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps within the Local Responsibility Areas (LRA)
were adopted as part of the fire code adoption, Riverside County Ordinance No. 787, current
legislation requires these maps to be adopted separately.

Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) classification in the LRA were established pursuant to AB
337 in 1992 in response to the Panorama and Tunnel Fires. From 2008 to 2011, CAL FIRE
worked to designate areas as Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) within the LRA.

During this time local governments were able to adopt the maps as recommended or adjust the
recommendation to be more or less restrictive.

ln 2021, SB 63 expanded the scope of FHSZ classifications by mandating the identification of
additional zones, including Moderate and High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, in addition to the
Very High. ln 2022, AB 211 , as codified in Government Code section 51 179, reinforced these
manadates and required local agencies to formally designate, by ordinace, all three
classifications within 120 days of receiveing the recommendations for the State Fire Marshal.
The bill also eliminated the local governments' ability to downgrade the hazard levels
recommended by the State Fire Marshal.

The classification of FHSZ in California has evolved significantly over the past several decades
in response to the increasing threat of wildfires. The State of California, through the Office of the
State Fire Marshal (OSFM) and in collaboration with local jurisdictions, has developed a

systematic approach to identifying and classifying areas based on their wildfire hazard potential.

Fire Hazard Severity Zones are designated based on the likelihood of fire occurring and its
expected behavior over a 30- to SO-year period. These zones are determined using factors such
as fuel loading, terrain, fire weather conditions, historical fire activity, and wind patterns.

The previous FHSZ maps in California were developed and adopted by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to identify areas at significant risk of
wildfires. These maps, which classify zones as moderate, high, or very high fire hazard severity,
were originally created using fire history, topography, vegetation, and climate data. They were
first implemented in 2007 for State Responsibility Areas (SRA), where CAL FIRE has primary
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

jurisdiction, and later incorporated into Local Responsibility Areas (LRA) through local
government planning and building regulations. The adoption of these maps played a crucial role
in guiding land-use decisions, establishing building codes, and informing mitigation efforts to
reduce wildfire risks. However, as fire behavior has evolved due to climate change, prolonged

drought, and increased development in wildland-urban interface (WUl) areas, the need for
updated maps has become evident to ensure accurate risk assessments and effective fire
prevention strateg ies.

The designation of FHSZ under Government Code section 51178 requires local agencies to
engage in a transparent and participatory process to ensure that affected communities have
access to updated wildfire hazard information. The updated FHSZ maps were released on

March 24,2025, triggering the requirement for local agencies to make this information available
for public review and comment within 30 days of receipt.

ln compliance with this requirement, these maps have been posted on Riverside County Fire
Department's website for public access and review. Additionally, they are being presented

before you today during this presentation to facilitate discussion, provide clarification, and
gather input from both the Board of Supervisors and the community. This ensures transparency
and encourages informed community engagement in the wildfire hazard designation process.

ln addition, a full copy of the attached ordinance is available to the public online, and will be

available in print at the Board of Supervisors meetings considering this item.

Because the maps are required under state law, approval of the ordinance is not a project under
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and is exempt as ministerial and pursuant to
State CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense exemption).

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
For local governments, these classifications have significant implications, including:

. Building Code Requirements: California's Wildland-Urban lnterface (WUl) building codes
(CBC Chapter 7A) apply to new construction within designated High and Very High
FHSZS.

. Defensible Space Standards: Properties within these zones must maintain 100 feet of
defensible space around structures, per Government Code section 51182.

. Land Use and Planning Considerations: Local agencies must incorporate FHSZ
designations into their general plans, zoning ordinances, and emergency response
strategies.

. Real Estate Disclosures: Property owners within these zones are required to provide
wildfire hazard disclosures during property transactions.

Page 3 of 4 tD# 28180 3.20

Additional Fiscal I nformation
The estimated costs of preparing, processing, and implementing this ordinance is $7,000, which
is included in the Fire Department budget. No additional funding is requested. Any additional
costs associated with newly required services due to the Ordinance will be funded with Fire
Department fees already established.



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ATTACHMENTS:

A. Draft Ordinance No. 999
B. County of Riverside Fire Hazard Severity Zones Map
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ORDINANCIl NO. 999

AN ORDINANCE OI.'TIIB COUNTY OI.' RIVIIRSIDI] RI]I,A'|ING'fO

THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY AREA FIRE

I-IAZARD SEVERITY ZONES MAPS

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside ordains as follows:

Section 1. FINDINGS. The Board of Supervisors of Riverside County finds that wildfires are

increasing in frequency and intensity within Riverside County. Adoption of the Local Responsibility Area

Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps is necessary to protect public health and safety by identifying areas at

risk of wildfire and guiding land use planning, the implementation of ignition-resistant building standards,

and defensible space standards.

Section 2. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinance is to formally adopt the Local

Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) maps within Riverside County, as prepared and

designated by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), pursuant to

Government Code section 5l 178.

Section 3. AUTLIORITY. In accordance with the Government Code section 51179, a local

agency shall designate, by ordinance, moderate, high and very high fte hazard severity zones in its

jurisdiction within 120 days of receiving recommendations from the State Fire Marshal pursuant to

Govemment Code section 5l 178.

Section 4. DEFINITIONS. As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the

following meanings:

A. Board. Thc County of Riverside Board of Supervisors.

B. County. The County of Riverside.

C. Itir.e IIazad Severitv Zonc (FHSZ) An area at risk lor wildfire as designatcd by

CAL FIRE, pursuant to Govcrnment Codc section 5l 178.

Section 5. DESIGNATION OF FIRE I-IAZARD SIIVERITY ZONIIS. 'fhe Board hereby

adopts the recommendations of the State Fire Marshal made pursuant to Govemment Code section 5l178

and designates those areas within the County as moderatc, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones as
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shown on the Local Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps published by the Office of the

State Fire Marshal.

Section 6. ADOPTION OF MAP. The Board hereby adopts the portion of the State Fire

Marshal's Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps covering the County as the "County of Riverside Fire Hazard

Severity Zones Map." A copy of the County of Riverside Fire ll,azard Severity Zones Maps is on file with

the Clerk of the Board and can also be found online at www.rvcfire.org and is incorporated herein by

reference.

Section 7. SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this ordinance are separate and severable. lf
any provision of this ordinance is for any reason held by a court to be unconstitutional or invalid, the Board

declares that it would have passed this ordinance irrespective of the invalidity of the provision held to be

unconstitutional or invalid. Such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall therefore not affect the remaining

provisions of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from thc

date of adoption.

BOARD OF SUPI]RVISORS OF THE COUNTY
OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CAI-IFORNIA

(.//.
By

V. MANUEI, P Chair
County of Riverside Board of Supcrvisors

ATTEST: KIMBERLY A. RECTOR

CI,IJI{K OF

By:
of the Board

(sEAL)

APPROVED AS TO ],-ORM.
MINH C. TRAN
County Counsel

a24
Melissa R. Cushman
Supervising Dcputy County Counsel
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of said county
held on July 1 ,2025, the foregoing ordinance consisting of 8 Sections was adopted by the
following vote:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT

DATE: July 1 ,2025

SEAL

SS

[VIedina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez

None

None

KIM A. RECTOR
Board

BY:

0710112025 ltem 3.20
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The Press-Enterprisc

0612612025

$470.56

$0.00

$470.56

Uj9ZwSgpGM3VPW3rsdZ4

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF
CALIFoRNIA NoICE ts FTEREBY GIVEN that a public meeting will be held before
the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County, California, on the 1st Floor Board
Chambers, County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, on Tuesday,
July 1, 2025 al9:30 A.M. or as soon as possible thereafter, to consider adoption of
the following Ordinance: SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO.999 AN ORDINANCE OF
THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL
RESPONSIBILITY AREn FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES MAPS This summary is
presented pursuant to Calilornia Government Code Section 25124(b)i a certified copy
of the full text of Ordinancc No. 999 may be examined at the Office of the Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors of thc County of Riverside, located at 4080 Lemon Street, 1st
Floor, Riverside, Californra. ln, summary, Ordinance No. 999 designates the
moderate, high and very high fire hazard severity zones, as recommended by the
California State Fire Marshal, in accordancc with Government Code sections 51178
and 51179. Pursuant to Government Code section 51179 a local agency must
designate, by ordinancc, thc fire hazard severity zones within its jurisdiction within
120 days of receipt ol thc, State Fire Marshals recommendations. Ordinance No. 999
adopS the portion of thc State Fire Marshal's Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps
covering the County as thr: "County of Riverside Fire Hazard Severity Zones Map,"
will apply to the unincorporated area of Riverside County and would take effect 30
days after its adoption. Altr)rnative formats available upon request to individuals with
disabilities. lf you requirc roasonable accommodation, please contact Clerk of the

Nctice or Adoption (Pre ): Ordinance No. 999 - Page 1 of 1
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The Press-Enterprise
3512 14 Street

Riverside, California 92501
368-9??_S

County of Riverside - Clerk of the Board
PO Box 1147
Riverside, Calilornia 92502

Publication: The Press-Enterprise

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF

Ad Desc: O0LL742734

F|LE NO. OOLL742734

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

I am a citizen of the United States. I am over the age of
eighteen years and not party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am an authorized representative of THE
PRESS-ENTERPRISE, a newspaper of general circulation,
printed and published daily in the County of Rivcrside, and
which newspaper has been adjudicated a newspaper of
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of
Riverside, State of California, under date of April 25, L952,
Case Numbet 54446, under date of March 29, L957, Case
Number 65673, under date of August 25, 1995, Case Number
267864, and under date of September 16, 2013, Case Number
RIC 1309013; that the notice, of which the annexed is a
printed copy, has been published in said newspaper in
accordance with the instructions of the person(s) requesting
publication, and not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to wit:

061261202s

I certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Date: June 26,2025.
At: Riverside, California

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
THE COUNTY (-JF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
th(rt o t)ul)llc nreetlng wlll l)e helcl
l)efore the Boctrcl of Supervlsorsof Rlverslcle County, Collfonll(r,
or1 lhe lst Floor Boctrcl Cl'ronrbers,
Coulrty A(lnrlnlstr(rilve Cenler,
4080 Lernon Street, Rlverslcle, oll
Tuesdoy, July l,2025 ol 9:30 A.M. or
es soon (ls t)osslble tlrerecrfler, to
conslcler ocloptlon of the f ollowlns
O rcl I nonce:

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO.
999

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY
OF RIVERSIDE RELATING TO

THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL
RESPONSI BILITY AREA FIRE

HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES MAPSThls surrlrncrry ls presenle(l
ttursuor]t to CollfonllcrCiovenilnent C ode Sectlon
25124(b): o cerllflecl copy of lhe
full texl of Orcllncurce No. 999 nxry
l)e exclrnlnecl ol the Off lce of lhe
Clerk of tlre Boor(l of Supervlsors
of the Counly of Rlversl(le,
loc(rted (tt 4080 Lenrol'r Streel, lst
F looli Rlverslcle, C(rl lfofl]lcr.

Ir1, sunl]nory, Ordlnor]ce No.
999 cleslgn(ltes tlre rnoclerote, hlsh
cln(l very hlsh flre hcrz(trcl severlty
zones, crs reconmrenclecl t)y the(:(lllfornlcr St(rte Flre M(trsh(1,
lr'r occorcl(illce wllh Governnren,
Cocle secllons 51178 oncl 5l.l79.
PLrrsuont to Govenlnrerrl Cocle
sectlon 5l179 cr locol (lgency nrust
(leslgrrote, by ordln(lnce, tlre flre
lrctzclrcl severlty zones wllltln lts
lurlscllctlon wltl'rllr 120 doys of
recelt)t of itre Stcrte Flre Mcrrshols
recorlnren(l(lt loIrs. O rcll |l(nce
No. 999 (clot)ts the t)ortlon of lhe
Stote Flre Mcrrshol's Flre H(rzcrrcl
Severlly Zones Motls coverlng
the Courlly fls lhe "County of
Rlverslcle Flre Hozorcl Severlty
Zolles Mot)," wlll (pt)ly to lhe
unlncorpor(rted oreo of Rlverslde
County o|ld woulcl toke effect 30
(l(lys (tfter lrs odot)llon.

Altern(lllve fornrots ov(rll(ll)le
ut)orr rectuest to lndlvlcluols
wllh (lls(bllllles. lf you requlre
reoson cl l) le crc conr ltroclot lon,
t)leose corrloct Clerl< of lhe Boorcl
ot (951 ) 955-1069.

Pleose sen(l oll wrltten
correstlolr(lence lo: C lerk of
tlre Boctrcl, 4080 Lenron Street,
lst Floon Posl Offlce Box 1147,
Rlverslcle, CA 92502-I I47 or enr(rll
cob,Sirlvco.org

Dotecl I )une ?3,2025
Klnrl)erly Reclor,
C lerk of tlre Boor(l
By: Noonry Slcro,

C lerk of the Bo(lrrl Asslst(ilrt
The Press-Enterprise
Publlshed: 5/26/25

Notice of Adoption (Pre): Ordinance No. 999 - Page 1 of 1

0lrc--.i,e&:
Signature
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3512 14 Street 
Riverside, California 92501 
(951) 368-9229 
cgonzales@scng.com 

County of Riverside - Clerk of the Board 
PO Box 1147 
Riverside, California 92502 

Account Number: 5209148 

Ad Order Number: 0011745126 

Customer's Reference/PO Number: 
Publication: The Press-Enterprise 

Publication Dates: 07/10/2025 

Total Amount: $396.39 

Payment Amount: $0.00 

Amount Due: $396.39 

Notice ID: q5pstBCJ8IzexKC4fGGR 

Invoice Text: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 999 AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AREA FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES MAPS This summary is 
presented pursuant to California Government Code Section 25124(b): a certified copy 
of the full text of Ordinance No. 999 may be examined at the Office of the Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside, located at 4080 Lemon Street, 1st 
Floor, Riverside, California. In, summary, Ordinance No. 999 designates the 
moderate, high and very high fire hazard severity zones, as recommended by the 
California State Fire Marshal, in accordance with Government Code sections 51178 
and 51179. Pursuant to Government Code section 51179 a local agency must 
designate, by ordinance, the fire hazard severity zones within its jurisdiction within 
120 days of receipt of the State Fire Marshals recommendations. Ordinance No. 999 
adopts the portion of the State Fire Marshal’s Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps 
covering the County as the “County of Riverside Fire Hazard Severity Zones Map,” 
will apply to the unincorporated area of Riverside County and would take effect 30 
days after its adoption. V. Manuel Perez, Chair of the Board I HEREBY CERTIFY that 
at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of said County, held on July 1, 2025, 
the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by said Board by the following vote: AYES: 
Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez NAYS: None ABSENT: None 
Kimberly A. Rector, Clerk of the Board By: Naomy Sicra, Clerk of the Board Assistant 
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The Press-Enterprise 
3512 14 Street 

Riverside, California 92501 
(951) 368-9229 

County of Riverside - Clerk of the Board 
PO Box 1147 
Riverside, California 92502 

Publication: The Press-Enterprise 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF 

Ad Desc: 0011745126 

FILE NO. 0011745126 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

I am a citizen of the United States. I am over the age of 
eighteen years and not party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am an authorized representative of THE 
PRESS-ENTERPRISE, a newspaper of general circulation, 
printed and published daily in the County of Riverside, and 
which newspaper has been adjudicated a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of 
Riverside, State of California, under date of April 25, 1952, 
Case Number 54446, under date of March 29, 1957, Case 
Number 65673, under date of August 25, 1995, Case Number 
267864, and under date of September 16, 2013, Case Number 
RIC 1309013; that the notice, of which the annexed is a 
printed copy, has been published in said newspaper in 
accordance with the instructions of the person(s) requesting 
publication, and not in any supplement thereof on the following 
dates, to wit: 

07/10/2025 

I certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: July 10, 2025. 
At: Riverside, California 

______________________________ 
Signature 




