
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:3.19
(rD # 29080)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, November 18, 2025

FROM : FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND RIVERSIDE UNIVERSITY HEALTH SYSTEM-
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND RIVERSIDE UNIVERSITY HEALTH SYSTEM-PUBLIC HEALTH

SUBJECT: FACILITIES IVIANAGEMENT (FM) AND RIVERSIDE UNIVERSITY HEALTH
SYSTEM (RUHS) - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH (BH) AND PUBLIC HEALTH (PH) : Riverside
University Health System - Behavioral Health and Public Health Desert Hot Springs Emergency
Flood Project - California Environmental Quality Act (CEOA) Exempt Pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines Sections 15269, Emergency Projects Statutory Exemption, 15301 Class 1 Existing
Facilities Categorical Exemption, and 15061 (b)(3) "Common Sense" Exemption; Declaration of
Emergency, Approval of Preliminary Development Project Budget; Ratify and Approve
Emergency Purchase Orders FMARC-0000123802 with BluSky Restoration Contractors, LLC
and FMARC-0000123685 with Envirocheck, lnc.; District 4. [$100,000 -74% RUHS Behavioral
Health General Fund 10000,26% RUHS Public Health General Fund 10000 (To be Reimbursed
by lnsurance)l (4/5 Vote Required)

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors

1. Approve the Riverside University Health System - Behavioral Health and Public Health
Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood (RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency
Flood) Project;

Continued on page 2
ACTION:4/5 Vote Required, Policy, CIP
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Spiegel and duly carried by

unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:

Absent:
Date.
XC:

Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez
None
None
November 18,2025
FM, RUHS-BH, RUHS-PH

Kim

Clerk

Deputy
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RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

2. Find that the RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood Project is exempt
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15269 Emergency Projects Statutory Exemption, Section 15301

Class 1 Existing Facilities Categorical Exemption, and Section 15061 (b)(3) "Common

Sense" Exemption;

3. Find that an emergency, as defined by Section 1102 of the Public Contract Code,
existed at the RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Facility located aL14320 Palm Drive
in Desert Hot Springs, California, that did not permit a delay resulting from a competitive
solicitation for bids and Ratify actions taken by the Director of Facilities Management
(FM) to order any emergency repairs and enter into and administer all agreements and
documents necessary to respond to the emergency, pursuant to Board Resolution No.
2003-23;

4. Approve a preliminary development project budget in the amount of $100,000 for the
RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood Project;

5. Authorize the use of RUHS Behavioral Health General Fund 10000 and RUHS Public
Health General Fund 10000 to be reimbursed by insurance, in the amount of $100,000
for the Project, including reimbursement to FM for incurred project related expenses not
covered by insurance;

6. Ratify and Approve the emergency Purchase Order FMARC-0000123802 with BluSky
Restoration Contractors, LLC in the amount of $65,000 and the revised emergency
Purchase Order FMARC-0000123685 with Enviroheck, lnc. in the amount of $1,845 for
remediation and inspection services for the RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs
Emergency Flood Project issued by the Purchasing Agent on behalf of the County; and,

7. Authorize and direct the Director of Facilities Management, or designee, to return to the
Board of Supervisors to ratify and report all emergency actions taken for the RUHS-BH
& PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood Project, pursuant to Board Policy B-11 and
Chapter 2.5 of Part 3 of the California Public Contract Code Section 22050 et seq.

FINANCIAL DATA Current Flscel Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Co3t: Ongolng Cost

COST $ 100,000 $ 0 $ 100,000 $ 0

NET COUNTY COST $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

SOURCE OF FUNDS: 74% RUHS Behavioral Health General
Fund 10000, 26% RUHS Public Health General Fund 10000
(To be reimbursed by insurance)

Budget Adjustment: No

For Fiscal Year: 2025126
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Facilities Management (FM) issued an emergency declaration pursuant to the authority
delegated in Resolution No. 2003-23 by the Board of Supervisors (Board), allowing immediate
action to procure contracts to provide emergency work without competitive bidding. BluSky
Restoration Contractors, LLC. (BluSky Restoration) was procured via emergency Purchase
Order (PO) #FMARC-0000123802 to assess, mitigate, and remediate the water damage that
had been sustained, and to prevent further damage within the facility. Envirocheck, lnc. was
also procured via revised emergency Purchase Order (PO) #FMARC-0000'123685 to perform
testing for potential hazardous health risks including contaminants, asbestos, and mold. Failure
to immediately address the flooding posed a clear and imminent danger to the health and safety
of the customers and staff.

BluSky Restoration has mitigated the immediate flood by securing the damaged areas,
removing the excess water, insulation, drywall, and flooring. BluSky Restoration continues to
monitor the remediation efforts, ensuring all environmental impacts have been addressed and
the facility no longer poses an imminent danger to customers and staff.

FM will continue to manage and monitor the remediation and restoration portion of the project,
working closely with County Risk Management, completing the Project documentation, and
ensuring the Project meets code, health safe$, and regulatory requirements. FM will also
continue to monitor for any residual moisture or signs of mold or mildew, review structural
components and flooring, as well as assess and report on preventative measures to be taken
for potential future flash flood events.

FM recommends the Board approve the RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood
Project. FM will return to the Board to ratify and approve any emergency actions taken which
require Board approval, pursuant to Board Policy B-11 and Chapter 2.5 of Part 3 of the
California Public Contract Code Section 22050 et seq., and to report the final expenses of the
Project.

With certainty, there is no possibility that the RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency
Flood Project may have a significant effect on the environment. The Project is limited to an
emergency response to provide maintenance and repairs associated with a water leak at the
RUHS Desert Hot Springs Facility. The emergency repairs were to an existing public facility that
were necessary to maintain service essential to public health and the actions were necessary to
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C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: [Approve]
BACKGROUND:
Summary
The Desert Hot Springs Riverside University Health System (RUHS) Behavioral Health (BH)
Clinic and RUHS-Public Health (PH) Women, lnfants, and Children (WC) program are both
located at 14320 Palm Drive in Desert Hot Springs (Facility). On September 29, 2025, flooding
was discovered at the Facility due to a flash flood event that occurred on the weekend of
September 27 and 28,2025. The floodwaters infiltrated the first floor, causing damage to the
Facility.
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mitigate an emergency. The emergency maintenance and repairs were conducted within the
existing facility and were performed to meet current standards of public health and safety.
Therefore, the Project is exempt as the project meets the scope and intent of the Emergency
Projects Statutory Exemption identified in Section 15269, "Common Sense" Exemption
identified in Section 15061 (bX3) and Class l Categorical Exemption identified in Section
15301. A Notice of Exemption will be filed by FM Staff with the County Clerk and the State
Clearinghouse within five days of Board approval.

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
The RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood Project will restore and mitigate a

flood occurrence at this County owned facility. The restoration of this facility will ensure that
RUHS BH and WIC programs continue at this location for the benefit of the residents and
businesses of this County.

Additional Fiscal lnformation
The costs associated with this Board action will be 74o/o funded by RUHS Behavioral Health
General Fund 10000 and 26% with RUHS Public Health General Fund 10000 to be reimbursed
by lnsurance and to be expended within FY 25126. Facilities Management will return to the
Board with a report of the final expenses of the Project.

Attachments

o Notice of Exemption for the Riverside University Health System - Behavioral Health &
Public Health Desert Hot Springs Emergency Flood Project

o B-11 Emergency Declaration for the RUHS-BH & PH Desert Hot Springs Emergency
Flood Project

o Purchase Order FMARC-0000123802 with BluSky Restoration Contractors, LLC
o Revised Purchase Order FMARC-0000123685 with Envirocheck, lnc.

VY:TB:RM:AR:GP:TV FM08410014957
G:\Project Management Office\FORM 11'S\Form 11's_ln Process\29080_D5 - 014957
Emergency Flood_ln-Princ & Prelim Proj Budg_1 1'l825.doc
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Riverside County 
Facilities Management 
3450 14th Street, Riverside, CA 92501 

  

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

October 9, 2025 

Project Name:  Riverside University Health System (RUHS) – Behavioral Health Children’s Mental Health (BH CMHC) 
and Public Health Women, Infants and Children (PH WIC) Emergency Flood Project, Desert Hot Springs 

Project Number:  FM08410014957 

Project Location: 14320 Palm Drive, south of Two Bunch Palms Trail, Desert Hot Springs, California; 92240 Assessor’s 
Parcel Number (APN): 656-040-061 

Description of Project: The Desert Hot Springs RUHS-BH CMC and RUHS-PH WIC program are both located at 14320 
Palm Drive in Desert Hot Springs, California, 92240. On September 29, 2025, significant flooding was discovered at the 
facility due to a flash flood event that occurred on the weekend of September 27th and 28th, 2025. Water infiltrated the first 
floor of the facility from external sources. Facilities Management (FM) issued an emergency declaration pursuant to the 
authority delegated in Resolution 2003-23 by the Board of Supervisors (Board), allowing immediate action to procure 
contracts to provide emergency work without competitive bidding. BluSky was procured to remediate and assess the water 
damage in the facility. An evaluation of the site was performed of potential hazardous health risks which include mold, 
contamination and structural integrity. FM will continue to monitor for any residual moisture or signs of mold/mildew; 
review structural components and flooring; assess and report on preventative measures to be taken for future flash flood 
events. Failure to immediately address the flooding poses a clear and imminent danger to the health and safety of the patients, 
customers and staff. BluSky continues to work on the Project assuring all environmental impacts have been addressed and 
no longer poses an imminent danger. The remediation of the flood damage is identified as the proposed project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The operation of the facility will continue to provide public services and 
will not result in a change or expansion of existing use. No additional direct or indirect physical environmental impacts are 
anticipated.  

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Riverside County Facilities Management  

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Riverside County Facilities Management 

Exempt Status: State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Section 15269 Emergency Projects 
Statutory Exemption; Section 15301 Existing Facilities Exemption; 15061(b) (3), General Rule or “Common Sense” 
Exemption, Codified under Title 14, Articles 5 and 19, Sections 15061, 15269, and 15301. 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: The proposed project is categorically exempt from the provisions of CEQA 
specifically by the State CEQA Guidelines as identified below. The project will not result in any specific or general 
exceptions to the use of the categorical exemption as detailed under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2. The project 
will not cause an impact to an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern nor would the project include unusual 
circumstances which could have the possibility of having a significant effect on the environment. The project would not 
result in impacts to scenic highways, hazardous waste sites, historic resources, or other sensitive natural environments, or 
have a cumulative effect to the environment. No significant environmental impacts are anticipated to occur with the flood 
remediation at the medical facility. 

FOR COUNTY CLERK  USE ONLY 



• Section 15269 (b)(c) -Emergency Projects: This statutory exemption consists of emergency projects that are 
exempt under CEQA. Under (b), emergency repairs to publicly or privately owned service facilities necessary to 
maintain service essential to the public health, safety or welfare are exempt. Under (c), specific actions necessary 
to prevent or mitigate an emergency are exempt. The flood remediation at the RUHS medical facility satisfies both 
of these conditions, as the facility is an essential public facility that provides health and medical services to those 
in need. The flood posed a risk to contamination that could have potentially resulted in the loss of the facility’s 
ability to provide critical medical and health services to the public. Emergency remediation was required to avoid 
a threat to the public health, safety and welfare. In addition, the risk of contamination necessitated immediate action 
in the form of remediation to maintain public health, as people in medical facilities contain sensitive populations, 
including the sick and elderly, who are more susceptible to threats to public health. Therefore, the project is exempt 
as it meets the scope and intent of the Statutory Exemption identified in Section 15269, Article 18, Statutory 
Exemptions of the CEQA Guidelines. 

• Section 15301 (b)–Existing Facilities: This Class 1 categorical exemption includes the operation, repair, 
maintenance, leasing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures or facilities, provided the exemption 
only involves negligible or no expansion of the previous site’s use. The project, as proposed, is limited to flood 
remediation at the existing facility. The use of the facility would continue to provide public services and would not 
result in a significant increase in capacity or intensity of use. Therefore, the project is exempt as it meets the scope and 
intent of the Categorical Exemption identified in Section 15301, Article 19, Categorical Exemptions of the CEQA 
Guidelines. 

• Section 15061 (b) (3) – “Common Sense” Exemption: In accordance with CEQA, the use of the Common Sense 
Exemption is based on the “general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment.” State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b) (3). The use of this exemption is 
appropriate if “it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a 
significant effect on the environment.” Ibid. This determination is an issue of fact and if sufficient evidence exists 
in the record that the activity cannot have a significant effect on the environment, then the exemption applies and 
no further evaluation under CEQA is required. See No Oil, Inc. v. City of Los Angeles (1974) 13 Cal. 3d 68. The 
ruling in this case stated that if a project falls within a category exempt by administrative regulation or 'it can be 
seen with certainty that the activity in question will not have a significant effect on the environment', no further 
agency evaluation is required. With certainty, there is no possibility that the project may have a significant effect 
on the environment. The proposed flood remediation at the RUHS medical facility will not result in any direct or 
indirect physical environmental impacts. The improvements would occur within existing facility, would not alter 
the footprint and is being completed to create a compliant and functional facility.  The use of the facility for public 
services would remain unchanged. Therefore, in no way, would the project as proposed have the potential to cause 
a significant environmental impact and the project is exempt from further CEQA analysis. 

Based upon the identified exemptions above, the County of Riverside, Facilities Management hereby concludes that no 
physical environmental impacts are anticipated to occur and the project as proposed is exempt under CEQA. No further 
environmental analysis is warranted. 

Signed:   ________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Mike Sullivan, Senior Environmental Planner 
County of Riverside, Facilities Management 

10-9-2025 
















