
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM:23.1
(tD # 29633)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, February 03, 2026

FROM: TLMA-PLANNING

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY/PLANNING: ADOPT
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-016 AMENDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
AG PRESERVES, SUPERSEDING RESOLUTTON NO. 84-526 (AGRTCULTURAL
PRESERVES AND CAPTAC) - Not a projecUexempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense
Exemption) - Applicant: County of Riverside - All Supervisorial Districts - REQUEST: Conduct
a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County as attached to Resolution No. 84-526.
Amendments include a change in the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory
Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body formation from the current makeup to the Planning
Commission, establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision
cleanups to become consistent with State law; All Districts. ($25,000 Total Cost - 100o/o

Department Funds)

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1) FIND that the action is not a project and is EXEMPT from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemption); and,

2) ADOPT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION NO. 2026-016 to replace and
supersede Resolution No. 84-526, which amends the attached Rules and Regulations
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, based upon the findings and
conclusions provided in this staff report.

ACTION:Policy

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Gutierrez and duly carried by
unanimous vote, lT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes:
Nays:

Absent:
Date:

xc:

Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez
None
None
February 3,2026
Planning

Kim

Clerk

puty
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FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total CoBt: Ongoing Coet

COST $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0

NET COUNTY COST $0 $0 $0 $0

SOURCE OF FUNDS: 100% Department Funds
Budget Adjustment: No

For FiscalYear: 25126

SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:
Summary
Resolution No. 84-526's attached Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in

Riverside County (Rules and Regulations) has been the guiding document that sets forth the
rules for administration of the County's agricultural preserves since 1984. Among other things, it
provides for the formation of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory
Committee (CAPTAC), which is the hearing body that prepares a report on applications
involving agricultural preserves and advises the Board of Supervisors on the administration of
agricultural preserves, including matters related to the establishment, disestablishment,
diminishment, and enlargement of agricultural preserves, and related contracts, within the
unincorporated areas of Riverside County. That Resolution and attached Rules and Regulations
are dated December 18, 1984, and as such, have become outdated and inconsistent in some
ways with newer State law changes related to agricultural preserves. Furthermore, formation of
the CAPTAC hearing body has become increasingly challenging and, oftentimes, a quorum is

not obtained. The 1984 Rules and Regulations currently state that members of CAPTAC shall
include representatives from the following organizations:

1) Agricultural Commissioner
2l U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service
3) University of California - Cooperative Extension, County of Riverside
4l County Assessor

A proposed change to the Rules and Regulations will amend the CAPTAC formation,
transferring its duties and authority to the Riverside County Planning Commission. (Current
CAPTAC members will still receive notification of ag preserve-related projects, however.) ln

addition to this change, there are general cleanup provision updates and minor additions to
reflect State law changes, such as hearing notices and definitions, and correcting typographic
errors and updating administrative practices to reflect actual practice. Further changes include a
reorganization coupled with additions to explicitly state findings related to each of the
agricultural preserve case types: establishment, enlargement, and diminishment.

Changes to the Rules and Regulations are required to be undertaken by resolution pursuant to
Government Code section 51231(a). The County also has an ordinance, Ordinance No.509
(Agricultural Preserves), that relates to ag preserves that sets forth uses that are allowed within
an established agricultural preserve. This ordinance was first adopted November 28, 1966,

along with two subsequent amendments on March 3, 1988, and June 16, 1988. At this time, no

changestothe ordinance are proposed. However, as a phase ll effort, staff will be reviewing the
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

list of uses and will provide amendment suggestions. Additional community outreach will be
conducted in the future.

The Board of Supervisors initiated these changes to the Rules and Regulations on August 27,
2024, directing staff to prepare the amendment and bring back to the Board for consideration.

A public workshop to discuss these proposed changes and inform the Planning Commission
members of their upcoming additional responsibilities was held on November 5, 2025. There
was no opposition or concerns from the public or the current CAPTAC members.

This proposal was heard at the December 17,2025, Planning Commission and was
recommended for approval to the Board of Supervisors by a 4-0 vote, with one Commissioner
absent.

Because this proposal is merely updating the Rules and Regulations Government Ag Preserves
to reflect current state law and preferred County administrative practices, it is not a project
pursuant to CEQA. ln addition, because there is no possibility that such administrative changes
and state law consistency updates may result in a significant environmental impact, the
proposal is also exempt from CEQA under the Commonsense exemption.

lmpact on Residents and Businesses
There will be no negative impacts on residents or businesses, as this proposal is simply
changing the makeup of the Agricultural hearing body formation and amending the Rules and
Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves to become consistent with State law.

Additional Fiscal lnformation
Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves is a one-time cost of
$25,000, requiring Planning Department and County Counsel involvement, coupled with
community outreach and public hearings. Once approved and effective, there are no further or
ongoing costs.

EXHIB!TS:
A. Board of Supervisors lnitiation - August 27,2024
B. Planning Commission Staff Report - December 17,2025
C. Resolution No. 84-526 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)
D. Resolution No. 2026-016 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)
E. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves - Redline / Strikeout Changes
F. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves - Draft Clean Version
G. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) - Notice of Exemption (NOE)
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Mayo, Whitney

From: Thomas Hubbard <THOMAS.HUBBARD@lci.ca.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 9, 2026 1:54 PM
To: Mayo, Whitney
Subject: SCH Number 2026020282

Hello,  
Thank you for submitting your notice through CEQA Submit. Your document has been successfully 
published.  
 
To view your submission, use the following link. 
https://ceqasubmit.lci.ca.gov/Document/Index/329734/1 

Please contact the SCH with any questions at state.clearinghouse@lci.ca.gov.   

Thank you,   

 

Thomas Hubbard | he/him/his 
Jr. CEQA Analyst 
Governor’s Office of Land Use & Climate Innovation  
thomas.hubbard@lci.ca.gov 
Connect with us on:  
LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram | X  | lci.ca.gov 

 
**Note: No reply, response, or information provided constitutes legal advice.  

 
 
 

LCI - Public 
 
Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this email and any attachments is for the exclusive 
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. It is the 
property of the California Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation. Unauthorized use, 
disclosure, or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return email and 
destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments. 
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Board of Superylg-g1g Countv of Riverside

RESOLUTION NO. 2026.016

AMENDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

WHEREAS, the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, as

adopted by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Section 51231 of the Government Code, require certain

amendments; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, February 3,2026,

on the proposed Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED, AND ORDERED by the Board of Supervisors of the County

of Riverside, State of California, in regular session assembled on February 3, 2026, that the document

entitled Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, dated February 3,

2026, is hereby adopted, pursuant to Section 51231of the Government Code, as the rules and regulations

for the administration of agriculrural preserves in the County of Riverside'

0210312026Item 23.1
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RULES AND ITEGULATIONS GOVERNING

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES IN RIVERSIDE COLINTY

The following Rules are adopted pursuant to Govemment Code section 5123L and shall govem the

administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for initiating, filing and processing requests

to establish, enlarge, disestablish or diminish agricultural preseryes, established in Riverside County

pursuant to the Catifomia Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Government Code section 51200 et seq.) and

Ordinance No. 509 of Riverside County. All agricultural preserves must be in confornance with these

Rules and all provisions of the Williamson Act.

The Board declares that these Rules shall be construed as a continuation ol'the existing Rules and

Regulations Governing Agncultural Preserves and not as a new enactment, except as to provisions of these

Rules which are inconsistent therewith, and any application previously approved under the existing Rules

and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves shall be deemed to comply with these Rules.

DIVISION I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 101. Findings.

The County finds that these Rules are necessary for the promotion of the general welfare and the protection

of the public interest in that:

(a) The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to

the conservation of the County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for the maintenance

of the agricultural economy of the County, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and

nutritious food fbr future residents of the County.

(b) The discouragement of premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is

a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers themselves in that it will

discourage discorrtiguous urban development patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of

community services to community residents.

(c) In a rapidly urbanizing society agricultural lands have a definitive public value as open space, and

the preservation in agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an important physical, social,

aesthetic and economic asset to existing and pending urban or metropolitan developments.
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Section 102. Definitions

As used in these Rules, unless otherwise apparent from the context:

(a) "Agricultural commodity" means any and all plant and animal products produced in Riverside

County for commercial purposes.

(b) "Agricultural use" means use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity for

commercial purposes.

(c) "Agricultural preserve" or "preserve" means an area devoted to those agricultural or other uses

allowed under the provisions of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, and those compatible uses as

designated and established bv the Board after notice and hearing.

(d) "Board" means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.

(e) "CAPTAC" means the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee,

which reviews and prepares a report on applications involving agricultr.rral preserves and advises

the Board on the adrninistration of the agricultural preserves in the County.

(f) "Compatible use" is any use so defined in County Ordinance No. 509, as may be amended from

time to time.

(g) "Contract" means a Land Conservation Contract executed between thc County and the landowner

in accordance with these Rules.

(h) "Countl'" n'len11s the Countv of Riverside, State of California.

(i) "Land Conservation Act of l965" means those provisions of the Government Code commencing

with Section 51200, as may be amended from time to time, which pertain to agricultural land and

which is also knowrr as the Williamson Act.

O "Owner's Petition" means the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an

application for the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve.

(k) "Proximate, noncontracted land" means land not restricted by Contract purcuant to these Rules,

which is sufficiently close to land which is so restricted that it can serve as a practical alternative

for the use which is proposed for the restricted land.

(l) "l{ulcs" l'}icans thcse "Rulcs and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside

County."
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(m)"Suitable" for the proposed use as used in Sections 510 and 5l 1 of these Rules, means that salient

features of the proposed use can be served by land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules.

Such nonrestricted land may be a single parcel or may be a combination of contiguous or

discontiguous parcels.

DIVISION II

ESTABLISHMENT AND ENLARGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Section 201, Ag@pltpatiqn.
Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to the Board to establish an agricultural

preserve or to enlarge the size of the preserve. An application to establish a preserye or to enlarge a preserve

may also be initiated by the Board but shall not be acted upon until the Owner's Petition for each owner of

any parcel of land included within the application has been filed by the owner.

Se_cltq!2gL Contents of -d.pplications fofE-stabllqh@
The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for establishments or enlargements are

to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:

(1) The applicant's name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the

narne, address and telephone number of the representative.

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is the establishment or enlargement of

an agricultural preserve.

(3) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural

preserve.

(a) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in the application.

(5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.

(6) An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land involved in the application. Spouses, a

partnership, a corporation, a trust, or other joint ownership shall be considered as one owner.

(7) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate

ownerships.

(8) A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for each application and fbr

each Owner's Petition.
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Section 203 Owner' s Petitiq.n*for Establi shments o

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an application for

the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve which shall be filed with the

application. The petition shall be on forms provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be complete,

must contain the following information:

(1) The name of the owner petitioner.

121 I'he llantcs and addrcsses of all reoord owners of the property proposed to be included within a

preserve, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or beneficial interest

under a trust deed in the property.

(3) If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized statement from said partnership or corporation

indicating that the petitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the partnership or corporation, shall be

included.

(4) A complete legal description of boundaries of the petitioner's properry as shown in the deed or title

insurance policy.

(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any agricultural commodities produced on the land.

(6) I he acreage amount and the assessment number of the property proposed to be included in the

preserve.

A petition that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning Director, along

with the application it is part of, as being incomplete.

Section 204. Report oJthe Plaulinq Director.

After the filing of a completed application and any attached Owner's Petition(s), the Planning Director shall

prepare a report on the application for the Board. The report shall contain the following:

(l) The report of the CAPTAC.

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.

(3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve proposed to be established or any land

proposed to be added to an established preserve.

(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish or enlarge an agricultural preservc.
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(5) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural

preserve.

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board within 60 days after a completed

application is tlled with the Planning Director.

The Board will not establish a preserve, or add lands to an existing preserve, until it has received the report

of the Planning Director or until the time within which the Planning Director has to report has elapsed.

$eg!tetUg5, Heanne and Notice tbr Establishment or Enlareement'

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, or the elapse of the time within which the

report shoulcl have been received, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and time for public hearing on

the application.

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall include

a legal description, or thc assessor's parcel number, of the land which is proposed to be included within the

prcserve.

Written notice, at least two weeks before the hearing, shall be given to the Local Agency Formation

Commission and to every city within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve. Written notice

shall also be sent to the applicant, the applicant's designated representative, to every owner of land to be

included within the preserve, to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service,

the University of California - Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County Assessor.

SgS!!gn2Q-6. Decision of tne noarA to Establish or Enlarqe a Preserve'

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision.

( I ) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve shall be a tentative approval. The Planning

Department shall give notice to all owners of real property within the proposed preserve that they

have 90 days after the date of the Board's tentative approval to file all executed Contracts with the

Planning Department. The final approval establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be approved by

Board resolution. If Conhacts are not executed or returned within 90 days after the Board's tentative

approval, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda for further decision by the Board.

(2) A decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an agricultural preserve shall be final at the

time of initial decision and shall be by minute order of the Board.
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Section 202 Findings for the Establishment of a Preserve

(l) The land is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, an open space use, a recreational use,

a combination of any of the aforernentioned uses, or any other use delineated in the Land

Conservation Act of 1965.

(2) The land does not completely surround land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use which

is omitted from the preserve.

(3) The land contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however, in order to meet this

requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or they are in common

ownership.

(a) The preserve is consistent with the General Plan.

(5) The land has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348 or for which the applicant has

filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning. lf a request for a change of zone is necessary, a

finding shall be made flrat it was filed and processed concurrently with the agricultural preserve

application and that an environmental assessment was prepared for the change of zone request.

Section 208. Findinqs for the Enlarqement of a Preserve.

(l) The same findings shall be made as for the establishment of a Preserve, plus a finding shall be made

that the enlargement consists of no less than l0 acres contiguous to the existing Preserve.

DIVISION III

LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS

Section 301. Lands El igible_fo[ _ClqllqgE

Only those lands designated by the County as agricultural preserves, and located within an approved or

tentatively approved agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses, are eligible to be the subject of

a Land Conserryation Contract between the County and the landowner.

Sectiq! 302. BgqUg$er__E,g[ry into Contract.

Any owner of land located within an approved or tentatively approved preserve may request to enter into a

Contract with the County of Riverside on forms provided by the Planning Department. A filing fee as set

forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall accompany the filing of the application. The application shall state

whether or not the land is presently devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is,
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$ectigjr 303. Esmr ef Contract and Conditions.

The conditions of the Contract shall be similar for all preserves and shall be on forms supplied by the County

and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within the Contracts tbr

preserves so long as such differences are related to differences in location and characteristics ofthe land

and comply with these Rules and the requirernents of the Williamson Act.

Section 304. Dividing Land Under Contract.

Whenever land under Contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other

owner of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original Contract, including the

right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by the

owner of a parcel created by the division of land under Contract shall not be imputed to the owners of the

remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the Contract as it applies to the remaining parcels of the

divided land.

$eq!!an_185, Report to Boatd

Prior to the Contract being signed by the Board, the Planning Director shall report to the Board on whether

or not the land is eligible to be the subject of a Land Conservation Contract.

Section 306, Notice of Intent to Contract.

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall give written notice to any city within the County of its intention

to consider a Contract which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries of that city. Such

notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the

execution of such a Contract.

Section 307. Findings for Land Conservation Contracts.

(1) The Contract provides for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and those uses compatible

with agricultural uses, for the duration of the Contract.

(2) The Contract is binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner.

(3) The Contract is for an initial term of no less than l0 years.

(a) The Contract provides that, on the anniversary date of the Contract or such other annual date as

specified by the Contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of

nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these Rules.
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Section 308. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a Contract with a landowner pursuant to these Rules, the

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy of the Conhact, which shall

describe the land subject thereto, together with a reference to the map showing the location of the

agricultural preserve in which the property lies. Frorn and after the time of such recordation, such Contract

shnll irrnzrrt quc'h noticc thc.rcof to all persons as is affirrded by the recorcling Iaws of the State of Califomia.

DIVISION IV

NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL

S-eqlignl0L Notice of Nonrenewal.

lf either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to renew the Contract, that party shall serve

written notice of nonrenewal of the Contract upon the other party in advance of the annual renewal date of

the Contract. Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal

date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the Contract shall be considered renewed

as provided in Section 306 of these Rules. Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of

i:.:::'c::cu'al, thc otr,nm nra1, makc a'uvritten protest of the notice of nonrenewal. The County may, at any

time prior to the renewal date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the Board to serve

a notice of nonrenewal on a portion of the owner's land within an individual agricultural presele, the notice

of nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the Contract for all of the owner's land within an individual

preserve.

Section 402. Notice of Nonrenewal on a Portion of an Owner's Land within an Asricultural Preserve.

Upon request by the owner, the Board may authorizethe ownerto serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion

of the land under a Contract.

Section 403. Form for Notice of Nonrenewal.

,\ iruti,e ..rfn,nrcncnai by the owllcr shall be submitted on forms provided by the Planning Department.

When the landowner is a successor in the interest to the owner who executed the Contract, the notice of

nonrenewal shall be accompanied by proof of ownership, such as a copy of the deed. The notice of

nonrenewal shall be submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706 of these Rules.

8



2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1l

12

13

14

l5

i6

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Section 404. Term Followins Notice of Nonrenewal

If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year not to renew the Contract, the existing

Contract shall remain in effect tbr the balance of the period remaining since the original execution or the

last renewal of the Contract, as the case may be.

DIVISION V

DIS ESTABLISHMEN'I' AND D IMIN IS H M ENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND

CANCELLATION OF CONTRACTS

&cliq41!Ql. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural Preserve.

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to terminate or diminish the size of a

preserve.

Sectiou 502. Land lnelisible for val from Preserve.

No land for which a Land Conservation Contract has been executed shall be removed from an agricultural

preserve unless the Contract for the land is also cancelled,

Section 503- Contents of Application for Disestablishments or Diminishments.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for disestablishments or diminishments

are to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:

(1) The applicant's name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the

name, address and telephone number of the representative.

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is for the disestablishment or the

diminishment of an agricultural preserve.

(3) The name and map number of the affected agricultural preserve.

(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the affected property.

(5) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in this application.

(6) The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.

(7) A statement as to whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served on the land involved in the

application and the date of the notice of nonrenewal.
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(8) When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner who executed the Contract with the

County, the application for disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by proof of

ownership, such as a copy of the deed.

(9) A Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

(10) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate

ownerships.

(l l) A non-refundable fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for the application.

(12) An Environmental Assessment Form and any additional filing fees as may be appropriate.

Section 504. Pglrtion for Cancellat

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an owner to the Board for cancellation of any

Contract as to all or part of the subject land, which shall be filed with the application for disestablishment

or diminishment of an agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be complete, must contain the

following information:

(l) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land Conservation Contract, Iisting the preserve

name, map number, and the instrument number of the Contract and the date it was recorded and

signed by the owner or one of the owners authorized to act on behalf of all the owners of the subject

land. fti the case of one owner authorized to act on behalf of all the owners, a copy of that

authorization shall be attached to the petition for cancellation.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed for deletion from Land

Conservation Contracts, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or

beneficial interest in the property.

(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the petitioner's property as shown in the deed or

title insurance policy.

(4) A statement outlining the proposed alternative land use for this property.

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate noncontracted property which is both

availablc and suitable for the proposed altemative land use.

(6) Required property owners' notification information.

l0
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(7) A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the

Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete'

Eeslisn5-Q5. Proposed"@
i irc iandowner's pclruon tbr oanoellation shall be accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use

of the land. The proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for these alternative uses and

applicable fees. Forms for these alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning Department.

A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications for the proposed alternative uses of land and

applicable fees shall be retumed by the Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.

Section 50"6, RgDqttqf thq Plarmine Dir

After the filing of a completed application, attached petition for cancellation, and applications for proposed

altemative uses of land, the Planning Director shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The

report shall contain the following:

(l) 'Ihe report ot'the CAPTAC.

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.

(3) A recommended motion regarding the application to disestablish or diminish the agricultural

preserve.

(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation

Contract.

(5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation

Contract.

The report of the Planning Director shall be subrnitted to the Board in conjunction with the proposed

altemative uses of land. The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until it has received

the report of the Planning Director.

Section 507. Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment or Diminishment'

Following the receipt of the report frorn the Planning Director, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and

time for public hearing on the application.

1l
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Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and proposed cancellation of a Contract shall be

furnished by the Board to the affected Contract landowner(s) by certified mail directed to him/trer at the

iast krtuwrt addt'css I'u tltc Board.

Written notice of the proposal to disestablish or alter the boundary and date of the hearing shall be furnished

to the owner of the land by certified mail at his/her latest address. Notice shall also be published pursuart 
I

to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall be fuinished by first-class mail to each owner of land

under Contract, any portion of which is situated within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land to be

removed from the preserve. ln addition, written notice shall be given to the Local Agency Formation

Cornmission, to every city within the County within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve, to

the Director of the Department of Conservation, to the Director of the Department of Food and Agriculture,

to the Agricultural Comrnissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, the University of Califomia -
Uooperatrve .Extensron Couuty ot'Riverside, and the County Assessor.

Section 508. F for Cancel of

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a Contract only if it makes one of the following

findings:

(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965; or

(2) That cancellation is in the public interest.

For the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an existing agricultural use shall not by itself

be sufficient reason for cancellation of the Contract. The uneconomic character of an existing use may be

considered only if there is no other reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be put.

Section 509. t'indings tbr Cancellation Beins Consistent with the Land Conservation Act of 1965

For purposes of finding ( I ) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be consistent with

the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965 only if the Board makes all of the following findings:

(1) That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to Section

401 of these Rules and Government Code section 51245.

(2) That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.

(3) That cancellation is for an altemative use which is consistent with the applicable provisions of the

County General Plan.
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(a) That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

(5) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to

which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would

provide more contiguous pattems of urban development than development of proximate

noncontracted land.

Section 510. Findings for Cancellation Beine:n the PUbliglulcrgsl

For purposes of finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be in the public

interest only if the Board makes the following findings:

(l) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Land Conservation Act of

1965; and

(2) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to

which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would

provide more contiguous patt€rns of urban development than development of proximate

noncontraoted land.

Section 5l 1 . Certificate of 'fentative Cancellation.

(1) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by a proposal for a specified altemative use of

the land, the Clerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the County Recorder a certificate of

tentative cancellation, which shall set forth the name of the landowner requesting the cancellation,

the,fact that a certificate of cancellation of Contract will be issued and recorded at such time as

specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a description of the conditions and

contingencies which must be satisfied, and a legal description of the property. Conditions to be

satisfied shall include payment in full of the amount of the fee computed under the provisions of

Sections 514 and 515 of these Rules, together with a statement that, unless the fee is paid, or a

certificate of cancellation of Contract is issued within one year from the date of the recording of the

certificate of tentative cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the date of notice described

in paragraph (2) of this section. Any provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion thereof

shall b'e treated in the manner provided for in the certificate of tentative cancellation. Contingencies

to be satisfied shall include a requirement that the landowner obtain all permits necessary to

lt
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commence the project. The Board may, at the request of the landowner, amend a tentatively

approved specified alternative use if it finds that such amendment is consistent with the findings

made pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules.

(2) The landowner shall notifu the Board when the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the

certificate of tentative cancellation have been satisfied. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and

upon a determination that the conditions and contingencies have been satisfied, the Board shall

execute a certificate of final cancellation of Contract and cause the same to be recorded.

(3) If the landowner has been unable to satisff the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the

certificate of tentative cancellation, the landowner shall notifu the Board of the particular conditions

or contingencies the landowner is unable to satisff. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and

upon a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies listed,

the Board shall execute a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a cancellation of Contract

and cause the same to recorded. However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund of any

cancellation fee paid.

$.ec!bn.s12. Fiudings for Oiminisnment or

(1) The Contract has been cancelled or expired for the area requesting diminishment or disestablishment

ofthe preserve.

(2) The diminishment or disestablishment is in the interest of the public and the State.

(3) The diminishment or disestablishment is for an alternative use that is consistent with the General

Plan and Ordinance No. 348, including Article II.

(4) The identified alternative use is compatible with the surrounding area.

Section 513. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. A decision to diminish or

terminate an agricultural preserve shall be made as follows:

(l) If none of the land is subject to an executed Land Conservation Contract, the decision shall be final

upon the adoption of a resolution by the Board.

(2) If some or all of the land is subject to an executed Contract, the tentative approval of the

disestablishment or diminishment shall be by minute order and the matter shall be referred back to

l4
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the Planning Department for the preparation of the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation in

accordance with the provisions of Section 5ll of these Rules for adoption by the Board, or for

preparation of a Certificate of Final Cancellation for adoption by the Board if all conditions of

approval have been completed by the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative

Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall be by resolution.

Section 514. Cancellatjoq Eeg.

(1) Prior to any action by the Board giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the

County Assessor shall determine the current fair market value of the land as though it were free of

the contractual restriction. The Assessor shall certiff to the Board the cancellation valuation of the

land for the purpose of determining the cancellation fee.

(2) Prior to giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the Board shall determine and

certifu to the County Auditor the amount of the cancellation fee which the landowner must pay the

County Trcasurer as deferred taxes upon cancellation. That fee shall be an amount equal lo 12 %

percent of the cancellation valuation of the property.

(3) If they find that it is in the public interest to do so, the Board may waive any such payment or any

portion thereof, or may extend the time for making such payment or a portion thereof contingent

upon the future use made of the land and its economic return to the landowner for a period of time

not to exceed the unexpired period of the Contract, had it not been canceled, provided the

requirements set forth in Govemment Code section 51283 are met.

Deferred taxes collected under the provisions of this section shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer

to the State Controller in accordance with the requirements of Government Code section 51283(d).

Section 515. Additional Deferred Taxes.

In addition to the fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules, the Board shall require the payment of

additional defened taxes, determined according to the provisions of Government Code section 51283.1.

The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as the cancellation

fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules.
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DIVISTON VI

COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMTTTEE

Section 601. Funqtlqu-qJlh9-Q9!q!0{!9e,

The function of the CAPTAC is to review and prepare a report on applications involving agricultural

preseryes, and to advise the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County and on

any matters relating to Contracts entered into pursuant to these Rules.

$ection 602. Composition of the Committee.

The CAPTAC shall be composed of the members of the Planning Commission, The Chair of the Planning

C.;::::::issio:i sh:ll :ct as Chair of thc CAPTAC. The Office of County Counsel shall provide legal advice

to the CAPTAC upon request.

Transmittal of Documents.

Upon filing of an application involving an agricultural preserye, the Planning Director shall prepare and

rransmit to each member of the CAPTAC a copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions,

a vicinity map, and a proposed boundary map.

Section 604 Meetings.

The CAPTAC shall meet at the call of the Planning Director.

Section 605. Contents of Report.

i-l,u rup..,rt ..,I th!, CAITAC shall be prupalcd by the Pltrrring Director and shall contain:

(l) A statement as to whether or not the CAPTAC recommends approval of the application and the

reasons for said recommendation.

(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.

(3) ff the application submitted is to establish a preserve or to add lands to an existing preserve, the

report shall also include the CAPTAC's factual findings as to the following:

(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the preserve and surounding land.

(b) Present land use ofland proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding properties.

(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the preserve is prcsantly employed in an

agnuuirurai use and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon.
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(d) I he agnculrural commodities that may be grown on the property proposed to be included in the

preserve taking into consideration the said type, water availability and other conditions that may

affect the growing of crops.

(e) Whether or not the existing or proposed agricultural use of the land constitutes or could

constitute a nuisance, public or private, to the surrounding lands'

(0 The current assessed valuation and the estimated reduction in assessed valuation if the real

property proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a Land Conservation Contract.

(g) A list of any cities that are within one mile of the proposed boundaries of the preserve, and any

comments expressed by such a city on the application.

(h) The existence of any historic or scenic value to the lands proposed to be included in the preserve.

(i) The acreages of each land owner included in the application and the total acreage.

(4) If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve or to delete lands from a preserye, the report

shall also include the CAPTAC's findings and conclusions as to the following:

(a) Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to the Williamson Act and Section

401 of these Rules.

(b) Whether the cancetlation is likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural

use.

(c) Whether the proposed alternative use of land is consistent with the provisions of the County

Ceneral PIan.

(d) Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous pattems of urban development.

(e) Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use

to which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, whether the development of the contracted

land would provide more contiguous pattems of urban development than development of

proximate noncontracted land.

(5) Any public comments received on the application.

l7
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DIVISION VII

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

SectioILZOl Filinq of Map and (egq!u!ie&

Whenever an agricultural preserve is established, and so long as it shall be in effect, a map of such

agricultural preserve and the resolution under which the preserve was established shall be filed and kept

current with the County Recorder.

Section 702. Eli1gpf Map with State Dir

On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning Director shall file with the State Director

of Food and Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all agricultural preserves in existence at

the end ofthe preceding fiscal year.

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and S imultaneous Entry New Contract

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties may be their mutual agteement rescind a

Contract in order simultaneously to enter into a new Contract pursuant to these Rules which new Contract

would enforceably restrict the same property for an initial term at least as long as the unexpired term of the

Contact being so rescinded but not less than l0 years. Such action may be taken notwithstanding the prior

serving of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former Contract.

Section 704. Minimum Lot Sizes Within Aericultural Preserves.

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultural preserve, the total number of lots shall be

determined pursuant to the General Plan for Riverside County and any applicable zoning classification,

whichever is more restrictive. In any event, no parcel shall be created that is below the minimum size of 10

acres.

Se_qtion 705. EiliugB

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an agricultural preserve shall be received on or

after November I of any year until March 1 of the following year.

Section 706. Fees.

The fee for an application to create a preserve or add lands to a preserve shall be $400 plus $40 fbr each

Owner's Petition filed with the application. There will also be a $25 Contract i-ee if the application is

approved. The t'ee for an application to terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. 'fhe

I8
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appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not refundable. There shall be no fee for an

application initiated by the Board of Supervisors, provided, however, that the $40 fee for each Owner's

Petition shall be payable with the Contract fee when the property is proposed to be placed under a Land

Conservation Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25.

Section 707 Effective Date,

These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed on or after March l, 1985. All applications

filed prior to that date, and not finally acted upon by that date, shall not be finally determined until the

information required by these amended Rules and Regulations have been supplied.

l9
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Board of Supervisors

RESOI.UTION NO. 2026-0I 6

AMENDING THE RULES AND REGI.]LATIONS
GOVERNING AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

ROI,t, CALL

Ayes:

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain:

The foregoing is certified to be a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by said Board of

Supervisors on the date therein set for1h.

By

Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez

None

None

None

KIMBI]RLY A. Rt]C'I'OR,

Dcputy

said Board

0210312026ltem 23
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
RIVERSIDE COUNTY ON AN AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 IN ALL
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS NOTICE lS HEREBY GIVEN rhar a public hearing at
which all interested persons will be heard, will be held before the Board of
Supervisors of Riverside County, California, on the Lst Floor Board Chambers,
CountyAdministrative Center, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, on Tuesday, February 3,
2026 at 9:30 A.M. or as soon as possible thereafter, to consider the Planning
Commission's recommendation to approve amendment to Resolution No. 84-526
(AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND CAPTAC). Conduct a public hearing and
recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations Governing
Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that
forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee
(CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the hearing body
formation from the current makeup to the Planning Commission, establishing
Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision cleanups to become
consistent with State law. The Riverside County Planning Department and the
Planning Commission recommend that the Board of Supervisors to AMEND
Resolution No. 84-526 and ADOPT Resolution No. 2026-016. On December 17,
2025, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the project as stated to
the Board of Supervisors on a vote of 4-0. The Planning Department meeting
documents for the proposed project may be viewed online under the Planning
Commission hearing date on the Public Hearing page of the Planning Department

vw NOH: Resolution No. 2026-016 - Page 1" of 2
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The Press-Enterprise
3512 14 Street

Riverside, California 92501

NOTICE OF PUBL!C I{EARING
BEFORE THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF RIVERSIDE
COUNTY ON AN AMENDMENT TO
RESOLUTION NO. 84.526 IN ALL
SU P ERVISORIAL O]STRICTS

NOTICE I5 HEREBY GIVEN
tlrot cr pul)llc hectrltrg ctt whlchcrll lntereste(l persons wlll
l)e llectr(1, wlll De ltelcl l)ef orethe Boor(l of supervlsors of
Rlverslde Count, Collfornlo, oll
llre lsl Floor Bocrrd Clrcil)]hers,County Actr-nlnlslrollve Centen
4080 Lenron Slreel, Rlverslde,on Tuesdoy, Februory 3, 2025 ol
9:30 A.M. or C|s soon (ts l)osslDletllereofter, 10 conslcler lhePl(rlnlng Colnntlsslor't's
recorrlrnencl(rtlon lo opl)rove
omendmenl ,o Resolulion No. 84-526
(AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES
AND CAPTAC). Corxluct o pul)llc
l're(rrIng crrxl recor'l'r n1encl ol)t)rovo I

of cr Resolutlon (lnrenctIlrg llre
Rules cilrcl Regulotlons GovenllngAgrlculturcrl Preserves ln
Rlversl(le County ott(rcltecl to
Resolullon No. 84-526 lllol forrr.ls
the Cornprehenslve AgrlculturolPreserve Technlcol Advlsory
CorTilIlttee (CAPTAC ) heerlngl)o(ly. Anrenclnrents lnclucle
o chcillge ln the lleorlt]g boclyforrr(ltlon fror-r1 the current
nr(rkeut) to tlle Plollnlng
Cornr-nlsslon, estobllshlrlgAgrlcultur(l Preserve
enlltlernent f lncllngs, cillcl getierol
t)rovlslon cle(tltutls to become
conslstent wlth Stole low.

The Rlverslcle Coullty Plonnlllg
Detr(rrlrnenl olt(l lhe Pl(tnnlng
Cornntlsslorl recornrnen(l lhol lhe
Boorct of Sut)ervlsors to AMENO
Resolufion No. 84-526 ond ADOPT
Resolution No. 2026-0'1 6.

On Decentber
the Plcilrnlllg
recornrrende(l crprolecl crs slcrlecl
SuDervlsors orr cr vote of 4-0. The
Plcil'ullng Det)(rrtrnellt rneetlng(locuulents for the propose(l
prolecl n]oy l)e vlewecl onllne
under tlle Pl(lnltlng Cornrnlsslolrlleorllrg cl(te on ttre Publlc
Heorlr]g p(!ge of the Plcilrrlr"rg
Det)crrtment wellslte: l'lttps://
t)Ienn Ing. rctI n'r(|.orglPubI lc-
Hecrrlrrgs.

FOR FU RTHER I NFORMATION
REGARDING THIS PROJECT,PLEASE T-ONTACT JOHN
HILDEBRAND, PROJECT
PLANNER, AT (9sr ) 955-3200 OR
EMAIL PLAN N INGidR IVCO.
ORG,

Any r)erson wlshlng lo iesllfy
ln support of or ln ot)l)osltlon lo
tlre prolecl ir'roy clo so ln wrltlng
Detween the clote of lhls notlce (lnd
the 1)ubllc he(lrl1rg or rn(ry otll)eor
ond l)e lreorcl ol the tltne onclploce notecl crDove. All wrltlen
conrrnents recelve(l prlor lo lhepubllc heorlns, wlll be subrrlttecl
lo the Boor(l of Sut)ervlsors ondthe Bocrrcl of Supervlsors wlll
corrslder such conrrnerrts, lrl
o(l(lltlon to orry orol teslltnony,
before nroklng o cleclslorr on llre
prolect.

lf you cllollenge tlle ol)ove lterrl

lll)
to

17, 2425,
Cornmlsslorl

rov(ll of the
tlre Boor(l of

County of Riverside - Clerk of the Board
PO Box 1147
Riverside, California 92502

I am a citizen of the United States. I am over the age of
eighteen years and not party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am an authorized representative of THE
PRESS-ENTERPRISE, a newspaper of general circulation,
printed and published daily in the County of Riverside, and
which newspaper has been adjudicated a newspaper of
general circulation by the Superior Court ol the County of
Riverside, State of California, under date of April 25, 7952,
Case Number 54446, under date of March 29, 1957, Case
Number 65673, under date of August 25, 1995, Case Number
267864, and under date of September 16, 2013, Case
Number RIC 1309013; that the notice, of which the annexed is
a printed copy, has been published in said newspaper in
accordance with the instructions of the person(s) requesting
publication, and not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to wit:

I certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Signature

CL^***tr"c.%

Publication: The Press-Enterprise

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF

Ad Desc: 007L773224

FILE NO.00LL773224

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

o1.lLil2026

Date: January 1-L,2026,
At: Riverside, California
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Ir.r court, you rrl(ly tle llnrlted to
rcrlslns., only lhose lssues you or
son]eone else rolse(l cl1 tlre pul)llc
lreorlng descrll)ecl ln thls notlce.or lrr wrltten correspon(tence
to lhe Plonnlng Det{rtrnent or
Eocrrcl of supervlsors (1, or prlor
to, lhe pul)llc heorlng. Be oclvlsecl
lhoi crs o result of the r)ul)llc
treorlng (lncl tlre conslclerotlon of
oll publlc cornrnent, wrltten (n(l
or(l1, tlle Boord of sut)ervlsors
rn(rY cilnerxl, ln wlrole or l|r txrrt,lhe t)rolect (lrxl/or ille relote(lenvlronntentol docuntent.
Accorcllngly, tlle cleslgirollorrs,
developrrent storrdorcls, (leslgn or
llnt)rovernerrls, or ony t)roperllesor londs wlthln the boun(lcrrles
of the prolect, rr.rcry be clr(tngect
llr cr woy other lhcrn sDeclflcolly
t) roposecl.

Alternollve f ornrots ovolloble
ul)orr reques, 10 lndlvl(luols
wlth cllsol)llllles. lf you re(tulre
re(rson(rl) le occor-r'l rrro(l(lt lon,
t)leose contoct Clerk of f he Bo(rr(l
ol (951 ) 955-1069.

Pleose sen(l
cor re5 pon(lelrce

oll wrltlelr
lo: Clerk of

the Boorcl,.t080 Lenron street,lst Floor. Posl Offlce Box lld7,
Rlverslde, CA 92502-1147 or enlcrll
cob(4) r lvco. o rs.

Dotecl: Jorruory 8, 2026
KlnlDerly A. Reclon Clerk of lhe
Bo(rrdBy: Noonry Slcr(r, Clerk of lhe
Eoor(l Asslst(n
The Press-Enlerprlse
Published: I/l l/26
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Naoml'Sicra
Rivcrside County-Boald OI' Sup.
4080 Lcmon S1'# 1 27
Itiversidc CIA 9250 I -3609

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Desert Sun, a newspaper published in the city of Palm
Springs, Rivei'side County, State of California, and personal
knowledge of the facts herein state and that the notice hereto
annexed was Published in said newspapers in the issue:

PDS desertsun.com 0111112026
PDS Palm Springs Desert Sun 0111112026

and that the fees charged are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before on 0'l/1 112026

Notary, State of WI.

M;.' commission expircs

I{OTICE OF PUBLIC HEARIilG BEFORE THE EOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF RIVERSIDE COU}I?V O}I A}{ AMEI{D.
MEttlT TO RESOTUTIOX NO.8'r-52G lll ALL SUPERVTSORTAL
DISTRICTS
NOTICE lS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing at which alt
interested persons will be heard, will be held before the
Board of Supervisors of Riverside County, California, on thelst Floor Board Chambers, County Administrative Center,
4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, on Tuerday, Fobruary i,
2026 !t 9:3O A.M. or as soon as possible thereaftei, td
consider the Planning Commission's recommendation to
approve amendmcnt to Recolutlon ilo. 84-526 (AGRICUL-
TURAL PRESERVES AND CAPTAC). Conduct a public hear-
ing and recommend approval of a Resolution airending the
Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in
Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that
forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical
Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments
include a change in the hearing body formation from the
current makeup to the Planning Commission, establishing
Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and generail
provision cleanups to become consistent with State liw.
The Riverside County Planning Oepartment and the plan-
ning Commission recommend that the Board of Supervisors
to AMEND R.solutlon )lo. 84.326 .nd ADOPT natolutlon
}{o. 2026-0t6.
On December '17, 2025, the Planning Commission recom-
mended approval of the project as stated to the Board of
Supervisors on a vote of 4-0. The Planning Department
meeting d-ocuments for the proposed project may be
viewed online under the Planning Commission hearing-date
on.the P.ublic Hearing page of the Planning Department
website: bllnsil/plf.qniqg. rctlma.org /Public- Hearingg.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS PROJECT,
PLEASE CONTACT JOHN HILDEBRAND, PROJECT PLANNER,
AT (951) 9ss-3200 OR EMATL pLANNtNG@R|VCO.ORG.
Any. person wishing to testify in support of or in opposition
to the project may do so in writing between the date of this
notice and the public hearing or may appear and be heard
at the time and place noted above. All written comments
received prior to the public hearing will be submitted to the
Board of Supervisors and the Board of Supervisors will
consider such comments, in addition to any oral testimony,
b-efore making a decision on the project.
lf you challenge the above item in court, you may be limited
to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at
the public hearing described in this notice, or in written
correspondence to the Planning Department or Board of
Supervisors at, or prior to, the public hearing. Be advised
that as a result of the public hearing and the tonsideration
of all public comment, written and oial, the Board of Super-
visors may amend, in whole or in part, the project and/or
the related environmental document. Accordingly, the
designations, development standards, design or im'prove-
ments, or any properties or lands within the boundaries of
the project, may be changed in a way other than specifically
p ro posed.
Alternative formats available upon request to individuals
with disabilities. lf you require reasonable accommodation,
please contact Clerk of the Board at (951) 955-t069.
Please send all written correspondence to: Clerk of the
Board,4080 Lemon Street, 1st Floor, Post Office Box 1147,
Riverside, CA 92502- l147 or email g.e.bojyge.qtS.
Dated: January 8, 2026 Kimberly A. Rector, Clerk of the
Board
By: Naomy Sicra, Clerk of the Board Assistant
January 11,2026 1 1988736

PO Box 637437 Cincinnati, OH 45263-L437

ru?\ At'110:2\
California

GAN N ETT

Publication Cost: $290.42
Tax Amount: $0.00
Payment Cost: $290.42
Order No: 'l'1988736

Customer No: 1252599

PO #:

l'lllS IS N0'f AN lNVOICI:!
Please do not use thisformfor pa)'menl remittance.

# of Copies
1

VICKY FELTY
Notary Public

State of'Wisconsin

//arn,n,
z/d*a/t
,S"l
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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MEETING DATE: 

Tuesday, August 27, 2024  

        ITEM: 3.79 

                   (ID # 25713) 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM :  TLMA-PLANNING  

 

SUBJECT:  TRANSPORTATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY/PLANNING: Initiation 

of an amendment to Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) and Resolution No. 84-526 

(Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County) to 

update the rules and procedures related to the formation and operations of the Comprehensive 

Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), incorporate any new changes 

from the Williamson Act within local law, and generally update the procedures related to 

agricultural preserves, pursuant to Government Code section 51200 et seq. All Districts. 

[$25,000 Total Cost – Department Budget 100%] 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  That the Board of Supervisors: 

 

1. ADOPT an order initiating an amendment to Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) 

and Resolution No. 84-526 (Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural 

Preserves in Riverside County) to amend the rules and procedures related to the 

formation and operations of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical 

Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), incorporate any new changes from the Williamson Act 

within local law, and generally update the procedures related to agricultural preserves; 

and 

 

2. DIRECT the Planning Department and County Counsel to prepare and process the 

amendment to Ordinance No. 509 and Resolution No. 84-526. 

 

ACTION:Policy 

  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve  

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Summary 

This is an initiation to amend Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) and Resolution No. 

84-526 (Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside 

County) to update the rules and procedures related to the formation and operations of the 

Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), incorporate 

any new changes from the Williamson Act within local law, and generally update the procedures 

related to agricultural preserves. The existing procedures related to the creation, diminishment, 

and disestablishment of agricultural preserves were adopted by Resolution No. 84-526 on 

November 6, 1984. Prior to a hearing before the Board of Supervisors on the creation, 

diminishment, or disestablishment of an agricultural preserve, the County is required to have 

CAPTAC review and prepare a report on each application. The CAPTAC members are currently 

made up of the Planning Department, Agricultural Commissioner, USDA Soil Conservation 

Service, UCR Cooperative Extension, County Assessor, and County Open Space Resources 

Committee (which is no longer in existence). Additionally, Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural 

Preserves), adopted on November 28, 1966, along with two (2) subsequent amendments, 

further defines the types of land uses which are deemed compatible with agricultural preserves 

and their operations throughout Riverside County. This amendment process includes recision of 

Resolution No. 84-526, and amendment of Ordinance No. 509, to update current rules and 

regulations, pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act, specifically Government Code 

section 51200 et seq. 

 

Initiation Process 

The Board of Supervisors Policy No. A-67 requires initiation of all ordinance amendments by the 

Board of Supervisors with the adoption of an order by an affirmative majority vote. If initiated, 

the proposed amendment will begin the land use review process which includes applicable 

environmental analysis, community outreach, and public hearings.  

 

Impact on Residents and Businesses 

The proposed ordinance amendment would result in modifications to the rules and regulations 

governing the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) 

meetings, pursuant to current State law. Impacts to residents and businesses will be negligible. 

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost 

COST $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0 

NET COUNTY COST $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0 

SOURCE OF FUNDS: Department Budget 100% 
Budget Adjustment: No 

 For Fiscal Year: 24/25 
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Additional Fiscal Information 

The total cost to complete this ordinance amendment is approximately $25,000, which is funded 

through NCC budget allocation. The planning process for this Project will commence upon 

initiation approval and will be completed this year. The above costs include funds that will be 

spent on drafting the ordinance amendment, environmental considerations, noticing, and public 

hearings. 

 

 

EXHIBITS: 

 

A. Resolution No. 84-526 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)  

B. Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) 

 

    

  



MEETING DATE: 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025 
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Agenda Item No. 

3.4 

          (ID # 29332) 

 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING AG PRESERVES 

IN RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 (AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND CAPTAC) – Exempt from 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 

15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemption) – Applicant: County of Riverside – All Supervisorial 

Districts – REQUEST: Conduct a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution 

amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County 

attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve 

Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the 

hearing body formation from the current makeup to the Planning Commission, establishing 

Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision cleanups to become consistent 

with State law – Project Planner: John Hildebrand at (951) 955-3200, or email at 

planning@rivco.org. 

 

 

 

 
Conduct a public hearing to consider amendments to the Rules and Regulations Governing 
Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the 
Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body.  
 
Amendments include a change in the hearing body formation from the current makeup to the 
Planning Commission, establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general 
provision cleanups to become consistent with State law. 
 
The related Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) will be reviewed in the future for 
possible amendments and general cleanup to the allowed uses within an established 

PROPOSED PROJECT 

Case Number(s): Resolution No. 84-526  

Environmental Type: Exemption  

Area Plan No. N/A  

Zoning Area/District: N/A  

Supervisorial District: All Districts  

Project Planner: John Hildebrand  

Project APN(s): N/A  

Continued From:   

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 
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agricultural preserve. No amendments to Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) are 
proposed at this time. 
 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: 
 
FIND that the project is EXEMPT from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions); and, 
 
ADOPT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION NO. 2025-XXX to replace and supersede 
Resolution No. 84-526, which amends the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural 
Preserves in Riverside County, based upon the findings and conclusions provided in this staff 
report. 

 

Background: 

 

Resolution No. 84-526’s attached Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in 

Riverside County (Rules and Regulations) is the guiding document that sets forth the rules for 

administration of the County’s agricultural preserves. It provides for the formation of the 

Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), which is the 

hearing body that makes decisions related to the establishment, disestablishment, 

diminishment, and enlargement of agricultural preserves within the unincorporated areas of 

Riverside County. The Resolution and attached Rules and Regulations are dated December 18, 

1984, and as such, has become outdated and inconsistent with newer State law changes 

related to agricultural preserves. Furthermore, formation of the CAPTAC hearing body has 

become increasingly challenging and, oftentimes, a quorum is not obtained. The Rules and 

Regulations currently state that members of CAPTAC shall include representatives from the 

following organizations: 

 

1) Agricultural Commissioner 

2) U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service 

3) University of California – Cooperative Extension, County of Riverside 

4) County Assessor  

 

A proposed change to the Rules and Regulations will amend the CAPTAC formation, 

transferring approving authority to the Riverside County Planning Commission. In addition to 

this change, there are general cleanup provision updates and minor additions to reflect State 

PROJECT RECOMMENDATION 

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
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law changes, such as hearing notices and definitions, and correcting typographic errors and 

updating administrative practices to reflect actual practice. Further changes include a 

reorganization coupled with additions to explicitly state findings, related to each of the 

agricultural preserves case types: establishment, enlargement, and diminishment.  

 

The related Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves), contains uses that are allowed within 

an established agricultural preserve, which was first adopted November 28, 1966, along with 

two subsequent amendments on March 3, 1988, and June 16, 1988. At this time, no changes to 

the ordinance are proposed. However, as a phase II effort staff will be reviewing the list of uses 

and provide amendment suggestions and conduct community outreach.  

 

The Board of Supervisors initiated these changes to the Rules and Regulations on August 27, 

2024, directing staff to prepare the amendment and bring back to the Board for consideration. 

 

 

 

This proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review, 

pursuant State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions). The 

project includes a reformation of a hearing body and amended language to become 

consistent with State law, related to agricultural preserves. There is no grading or construction 

associated with this project and therefore, no physical environmental impacts. 

 

 

In order for the County to approve a proposed project, the following findings are required 

to be made: 

 

Findings and Conclusion: 

 

1. Due to the existing complicated makeup of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve 

Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), as stated in Resolution No. 84-526’s attached 

Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, and the 

obligation of outside agencies to participate on the Committee, this amendment will transfer 

approving authority to the Riverside County Planning Commission. This will increase 

efficiency through the use of an existing and regularly scheduled hearing body, and ensure 

a quorum is obtained. 

 

2. Resolution No. 84-526 was approved December 18, 1984 and as such, is now inconsistent 

with some State law provisions. The amendments to the Rules and Regulations Governing 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW / ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
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Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County include updated noticing requirements, explicitly 

stating and reorganizing the findings associated with each of the agricultural preserve case 

types, and general cleanup of the entire document.  

 

3. For the reasons discussed above, the proposed project conforms to all the requirements of 

the General Plan and with all applicable requirements of State law and the ordinances of 

Riverside County. Moreover, the proposed project would not be detrimental to the health, 

safety or general welfare of the community, as there are no physical environmental impacts.  

 

 

 

This project was advertised in the Press Enterprise and Desert Sun Newspapers. As of the 

writing of this report, Planning Staff has not received any written communication or phone calls 

either in support or opposition to the proposed project.  

 

 

 

EXHIBITS: 

 

A. Board of Supervisors Initiation – August 27, 2024 

B. Resolution No. 84-526 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves) 

C. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves – Redline / Strikeout Changes 

D. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves – Draft Clean Version 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

ATTACHMENTS 

































































 
 

 

 

 

 
 John Hildebrand 

Planning Director 
 

 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
TO:  Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 
 P.O. Box 3044 
 Sacramento, CA  95812-3044 
  County of Riverside County Clerk 

 FROM: Riverside County Planning Department 
  4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor 
 P. O. Box 1409 
 Riverside, CA  92502-1409 

  
 38686 El Cerrito Road 

 Palm Desert, CA  92201 

 
Project Title/Case No.: CAPTAC - Resolution No. 84-526 Amendments  
 

Project Location: In all unincorporated areas of Riverside County (Countywide Ordinance)  
 

Project Description: Conduct a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations 
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the Comprehensive Agricultural 
Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the hearing body formation from 
the current makeup to the Riverside County Planning Commission, establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general 
provision cleanups to become consistent with State law. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Riverside County Planning Department  
 

Project Applicant & Address: Riverside County, 4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor, Riverside, CA 92501  
 

Exempt Status: (Check one) 
 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268) 
 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269 (b)(c)) 

 Categorical Exemption (Section 15061(b)(3)) 
 Statutory Exemption (           ) 
 Other:              

 
Reasons why project is exempt: This proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review, 
pursuant State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions). The project includes a reformation of a hearing 
body and amended language to become consistent with State law, related to agricultural preserves. There is no grading or construction 
associated with this project and therefore, no physical environmental impacts. 
 
John Earle Hildebrand III  (951) 955-1888  
 County Contact Person Phone Number 

 

  Planning Director  02/03/2026  
 Signature Title Date 

 

Date Received for Filing and Posting at OPR:         
 
 

FOR COUNTY CLERK'S USE ONLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

County Clerk Posting Fee = $50.00 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY 

The following Rules and Regulations are adopted pursuant to California Government Code Ssection 

51231 and shall govern the administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for initiating, 

filing and processing requests to establish, enlarge, disestablish or diminish agricultural preserves, 

established in Riverside County pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Government 

Code sSections 51200 et seq.) and Ordinance No. 509 of Riverside County.  All agricultural preserves must 

be in conformance with these Rules and all provisions of the Williamson Act. 

The Board declares that these Rules shall be construed as a continuation of the existing Rules and 

Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves and not as a new enactment, except as to provisions of these 

Rules which are inconsistent therewith, and any application previously approved under the existing Rules 

and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves shall be deemed to comply with these Rules.  

DIVISION I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 101.  Findings. 

The County finds that these Rules are necessary for the promotion of the general welfare and the protection 

of the public interest in that: 

(a) The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to 

the conservation of the County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for the maintenance 

of the agricultural economy of the County, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and 

nutritious food for future residents of the County. 

(b) The discouragement of premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is 

a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers themselves in that it will 

discourage discontiguous urban development patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of 

community services to community residents.  

(c) In a rapidly urbanizing society agricultural lands have a definitive public value as open space, and 

the preservation in agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an important physical, social, 
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aesthetic and economic asset to existing and pending urban or metropolitan developments.  

Section 102. Definitions. 

As used in these Rules, unless otherwise apparent from the context: 

(a) “Agricultural commodity” means any and all plant and animal products produced in Riverside 

County for commercial purposes. 

(b) “Agricultural use” means use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity for 

commercial purposes. 

(c) “Agricultural preserve” or “preserve” means an area devoted to those agricultural or other uses 

allowed under the provisions of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, and those compatible uses as 

designated and established by the Board after notice and hearing.  

(d) “Board” means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.  

(d)(e) “CAPTAC” means the Comprehensive Agricultural 

Preserve Technical Advisory Committee, which reviews and prepares a report on applications 

involving agricultural preserves and advises the Board on the administration of the agricultural 

preserves in the County. 

(e)(f) “Compatible use” is any use so defined in County 

Ordinance No. 509, as may be amended from time to time of Riverside County.  

(f)(g) “Contract” means a Land Conservation Contract 

executed between the County and the landowner in accordance with these Rules.  

(g)(h) “County” means the County of Riverside, State of 

California. 

(h)(i) “Land Conservation Act of 1965” means those 

provisions of the California Government Code commencing with Section 51200, as may be 

amended from time to time, which pertain to agricultural land and which is also known as the 

Williamson Act.  

(j) “Owner’s Petition” means the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an 

application for the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve. 
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(i)(k) “Proximate, noncontracted land” means land not 

restricted by Ccontract pursuant to these Rules, which is sufficiently close to land which is so 

restricted that it can serve as a practical alternative for the use which is proposed for the restricted 

land.  

(j)(l) “Rules” means these “Rules and Regulations 

Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County.” 

(k)(m) “Suitable” for the proposed use as used in Sections 

510 and 511 of these Rules, means that salient features of the proposed use can be served by land 

not restricted by Ccontract pursuant to these Rules. Such nonrestricted land may be a single parcel 

or may be a combination of contiguous or discontiguous parcels.  

 

 

DIVISION II 

ESTABLISHMENT AND ENLARGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES 

Section 201. Agricultural Preserve Application. 

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to the Board to establish an agricultural 

preserve or to enlarge the size of the preserve. An application to establish a preserve or to enlarge a preserve 

may also be initiated by the Board on recommendation of the Open Space Resources Committee but shall 

not be acted upon until the Owner’s Petition for each owner of any parcel of land included within the 

application has been filed by the owner.  

Section 202. Lands Eligible for Preserves. 

Only land that is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, or any other delineated in the Land 

Conservation Act of 1965 is eligible to be included in an agricultural preserve.  No agricultural preserve 

shall be established that completely surrounds land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use that is 

not included within the preserve. 

Section 203. Size of Preserve. 
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No agricultural preserve shall be established unless it contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of 

land; however, in order to meet this requirement two or more parcels may be combined. Enlargements of 

existing agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing agricultural 

preserve. 

Section 204. Agricultural Preserve Zoning. 

Only land that currently has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348, Section 21.3; or for which 

the applicant has filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning, shall be included within an agricultural 

preserve. The request for a change of zone, if necessary, shall be filed concurrently with the agricultural 

preserve application. An environmental assessment shall be required for the change of zone request. 

Section 2025.  Contents of Applications for Establishments or Enlargements. 

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for establishments or enlargements are 

to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:  

(1)  The applicant’s name,  of the applicant and his address, and telephone number. If the applicant has 

a representative, the name, address and telephone number of the representative.  

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is the establishment or enlargement of 

an agricultural preserve.  

(3) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural 

preserve. 

(4) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in the application.  

(5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.  

(6) An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land involved in the application. A husband and 

wifeSpouses, a partnership, a corporation, a trust, or a other joint ownership shall be considered as 

one owner.  

(7) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate 

ownerships. 

(8) A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for each application and for 

each Owner's Petition. 
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Section 2036. Owner’s Petition for Establishments or Enlargements. 

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an application for 

the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve which shall be filed with the 

application. The petition shall be on forms provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be complete, 

must contain the following information:  

(1) The name of the owner petitioner.  

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed to be included within a 

preserve, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or beneficial interest 

under a trust deed in the property.  

(3) If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized statement form from said partnership or 

corporation indicating that the petitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the partnership or 

corporation, shall be included.  

(4) A complete legal description of boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or title 

insurance policy.  

(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any agricultural commodities produced on the land. 

(6) A copy of a Soil Conservation Plan prepared by the Soil Conservation Service or written 

authorization for the Soil Conservation Service to release this information to the Assessor. 

(7)(6) The acreage amount and the assessment number of the property proposed to be included in 

the preserve. 

A petition that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning Director, along 

with the application it is part of, as being incomplete. 

Section 2047. Report of the Planning Director. 

After the filing of a completed application and any attached Oowner’s Ppetition(s), the Planning Director 

shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The report shall contain the following: 

(1) The report of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory CommitteeCAPTAC.  

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the Ggeneral Pplan.  
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(3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve proposed to be established or any land 

proposed to be added to an established preserve.  

(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve.  

(5) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural 

preserve.  

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board within 60 days after a completed 

application is filed with the Planning Director. 

The Board will not establish a preserve, or add lands to an existing preserve, until it has received the report 

of the Planning Director or until the time within which the Planning Director has to report has elapsed. 

Section 2058. Hearing and Notice for Establishment or Enlargement. 

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, or the elapse of the time within which the 

report should have been received, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and time for public hearing on 

the application.  

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall include 

a legal description, or the assessor’s parcel number, of the land which is proposed to be included within the 

preserve.  

Written notice, at least two weeks before the hearing, shall be given to the Local Agency Formation 

Commission and to every city within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve.    

Written notice shall also be sent to the applicant, histhe applicant’s designated representative, and to every 

owner of land to be included within the preserve, to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil 

Conservation Service, the University of California – Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the 

County Assessor.  

Section 2069. Decision of the Board to Establish or Enlarge a Preserve.  

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. 

(1) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve shall be a tentative approval. The Planning 

Department will shall give notice to all owners of real property within the proposed preserve that 

they have 90 days after the date of of of the Board’s tentative approval to  to establish or enlarge an 
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agricultural preserve shall be made after file all executed Ccontracts have been filed with the 

Planning Department. The final approval establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be approved by 

Board resolution. If Ccontracts are not executed or returned within 90 days after the Board’s 

tentative approval, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda for further decision by the Board.  

(2) A decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an agricultural preserve shall be final at the 

time of initial decision and shall be by minute order of the Board. 

Section 207.  Findings for the Establishment of a Preserve 

(1) The land is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, an open space use, a recreational use, 

a combination of any of the aforementioned uses, or any other use delineated in the Land 

Conservation Act of 1965. 

(2) The land does not completely surround land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use which 

is omitted from the preserve. 

(3) The land contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however, in order to meet this 

requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or they are in common 

ownership.   

(4) The preserve is consistent with the General Plan. 

(5) The land has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348 or for which the applicant has 

filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning. If a request for a change of zone is necessary, a 

finding shall be made that it was filed and processed concurrently with the agricultural preserve 

application and that an environmental assessment was prepared for the change of zone request. 

Section 208.  Findings for the Enlargement of a Preserve. 

(1) The same findings shall be made as for the establishment of a Preserve, plus a finding shall be made 

that the enlargement consists of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing Preserve. 

DIVISION III 

LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS 

Section 301. Lands Eligible for Contracts. 

Only those lands designated by the County as agricultural preserves, and located within an approved or 
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tentatively approved agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses, are eligible to be the subject of 

a lLand cConservation cContract between the County and the landowner. 

Section 302. Request for Entry into Contract.  

Any owner of land located within an approved or tentatively approved preserve may request to enter into a 

cContract with the County of Riverside on forms provided by the Planning Department. A filing fee as set 

forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall accompany the filing of the application. The application shall state 

whether or not the land is presently devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is. 

Section 303. Form of Contract and Conditions. 

The conditions of the Ccontract shall be similar for all preserves and shall be on forms supplied by the 

County and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within the Ccontracts 

for preserves so long as such differences are related to differences in location and characteristics of the land 

and comply with these Rules and the requirements of the Williamson Act.  

Section 304. Dividing Land Under Contract. 

Whenever land under Contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other 

owner of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original Contract, including the 

right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by the 

owner of a parcel created by the division of land under Contract shall not be imputed to the owners of the 

remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the Contract as it applies to the remaining parcels of the 

divided land. 

Every land conservation contract shall:  

(1) Provide for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and other than those compatible with 

agricultural uses, for the duration of the contract. 

(2) Shall be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner. Whenever 

land under contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other owner 

of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original contract, including the 

right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by 

the owner of a parcel created by the division of land under contract shall not be imputed to the 
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owners of the remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the contract as it applies to the remaining 

parcels of the divided land. 

Section 3054. Report to Board.  

Prior to the Ccontract being signed by the Board, the Planning Director shall report to the Board on whether 

or not the land is eligible to be the subject of a lLand cConservation cContract. 

Section 3065. Notice of Intent to Contract.  

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall give written notice to any city within the County of its intention 

to consider a Ccontract which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries of that city. Such 

notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the 

execution of such a cContract.  

Section 306. Term of Contract.  

Each contract shall be for an initial term of no less than 10 years. Each contract shall provide that on the 

anniversary date of the contract or such other annual date as specified by the contract a year shall be added 

automatically to the initial term unless notice of nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these 

Rules.Section 307. Findings for Land Conservation Contracts.  

(1) The Contract provides for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and those uses compatible 

with agricultural uses, for the duration of the Contract. 

(2) The Contract is binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner.  

(3) The Contract is for an initial term of no less than 10 years.  

(4) The Contract provides that, on the anniversary date of the Contract or such other annual date as 

specified by the Contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of 

nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these Rules. 

(3)  

Section 3087. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.  

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a Ccontract with a landowner pursuant to these Rules, the 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy of the Ccontract, which 

shall describe the land subject thereto, together with a reference to the map showing the location of the 
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agricultural preserve in which the property lies. From and after the time of such recordation, such Ccontract 

shall impart such notice thereof to all persons as is afforded by the recording laws of the State of California. 

DIVISION IV 

NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL 

Section 401. Notice of Nonrenewal. 

If either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to renew the cContract, that party shall serve   

written notice of nonrenewal of the Ccontract upon the other party in advance of the annual renewal date 

of the Ccontract. Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal 

date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the Ccontract shall be considered renewed 

as provided in Section 306 of these Rules. Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of 

nonrenewal, the owner may make a written protest of the notice of nonrenewal. The County may, at any 

time prior to the renewal date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the Board to serve 

a notice of nonrenewal on a portion of the owner’s land within an individual agricultural preserve, the notice 

of nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the Ccontract for all of the owner's land within an individual 

preserve. 

Section 402. Notice of Nonrenewal on a Portion of an Owner’s Land within an Agricultural Preserve.  

Upon request by the owner, the Board may authorize the owner to serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion 

of the land under a Ccontract. 

Section 403. Form for Notice of Nonrenewal.  

A notice of nonrenewal by the owner shall be submitted on forms provided by the Planning Department. 

When the landowner is a successor in the interest to the owner who executed the Ccontract, the notice of 

nonrenewal shall be accompanied by proof of ownership, such as a copy of the deed. The notice of 

nonrenewal shall be submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706 of these Rules.  

Section 404. Term Following Notice of Nonrenewal. 

If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year not to renew the Ccontract, the existing 

Ccontract shall remain in effect for the balance of the period remaining since the original execution or the 

last renewal of the Ccontract, as the case may be.    
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DIVISION V 

DISESTABLISHMENT AND DIMINISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND 

CANCELLATION OF CONTRACTS 

Section 501. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural Preserve.  

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to terminate or diminish the size of a 

preserve.  

Section 502. Land Ineligible for Removal from Preserve.  

No land for which a Lland cConservation cContract has been executed shall be removed from an agricultural 

preserve unless the cContract for the land is also cancelled. 

Section 503. Contents of Application for Disestablishments or Diminishments.  

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for disestablishments or diminishments 

are to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:  

(1) The applicant’s name,  of the applicant and his address, and telephone number. If the applicant has 

a representative, the name, address and telephone number of the representative.  

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is for the disestablishment or the 

diminishment of an agricultural preserve. 

(3) The name and map number of the affected agricultural preserve.  

(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the affected property.  

(5) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in this application.  

(6) The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.  

(7) A statement as to whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served on the land involved in the 

application and the date of the notice of nonrenewal.  

(8) When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner who executed the Ccontract with the 

County, the application for disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by proof of 

ownership, such as a copy of the deed. 

(9) A Petition for Cancellation of Contract.  
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(10) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate 

ownerships.  

(11) A non-refundable fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for the application. 

(12) An Environmental Assessment Form and any additional filing fees as may be appropriate.  

Section 504. Petition for Cancellation of Contract.  

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an owner to the Board for cancellation of any 

Ccontract as to all or part of the subject land, which shall be filed with the application for disestablishment 

or diminishment of an agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be complete, must contain the 

following information: 

(1) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land Conservation Contract, listing the preserve 

name, map number, and the instrument number of the Ccontract and the date it was recorded and 

signed by the owner or one of the owners authorized to act on behalf of all the owners of the subject 

land. In the case of one owner authorized to act in on behalf of all the owners, a copy of that 

authorization shall be attached to the petition for cancellation. 

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed for deletion from Land 

Conservation Contracts, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or 

beneficial interest in the property. 

(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or 

title insurance policy.  

(4) A statement outlining the proposed alternative land use for this property.  

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate noncontracted property which is both 

available and suitable for the proposed alternative land use.  

(6) Required property owners’ notification information.  

A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning 

Director along with the application as being incomplete.  

Section 505. Proposed Alternative Land Use.  
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The landowner's petition for cancellation shall be accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use 

of the land. The proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for these alternative uses and 

applicable fees. Forms for these alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning Department. 

A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications for the proposed alternative uses of land and 

applicable fees shall be returned by the Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.  

Section 506. Report of the Planning Director.  

After the filing of a completed application, attached petition for cancellation, and applications for proposed 

alternative uses of land, the Planning Director shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The 

report shall contain the following:  

(1) The report of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory CommitteeCAPTAC.  

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the gGeneral pPlan.  

(3) A recommended motion regarding the application to disestablish or diminish the agricultural 

preserve.  

(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be removed from agricultural preservea 

Land Conservation  cContract.  

(5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be removed from a agricultural 

preserveLand Conservation cContract.  

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board in conjunction with the proposed 

alternative uses of land. The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until it has received 

the report of the Planning Director. 

Section 507.  Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment or Diminishment. 

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and 

time for public hearing on the application.  

Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and proposed cancellation of a Ccontract shall be 

furnished by the Board to the affected Ccontract landowner(s) by certified mail directed to him/her at his 

the last known address to the Board. 
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Written Nnotice of the proposal to disestablish or alter the boundary  and date of the hearing shall be 

furnished to the owner of the land by certified mail at his/her latest address.  Notice shall also be published 

pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall be furnished by first-class mail to  each owner 

of land under Contract, any portion of which is situated within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land 

to be removed from the preserve.  In addition, written notice shall be given mailed to the Local Agency 

Formation Commission, to every city within the County within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the 

preserve, to the Director of the Department of Conservation, to the State Director of the Department of 

Food and Agriculture, and Conservation,to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation 

Service, the University of California – Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County 

Assessor and to every owner of land under contract, and any portion of which is situated within the same 

agricultural preserve and within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land upon which the contract is 

proposed to be cancelled.  

Section 508. Grounds Findings for Cancellation of a Contract.  

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a Ccontract only if it makes one of the following 

findings: 

(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965; or 

(2) That cancellation is in the public interest.  

For the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an existing agricultural use shall not by itself 

be sufficient reason for cancellation of the cContract. The uneconomic character of an existing use may be 

considered only if there is no other reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be put.  

Section 509. Findings for Cancellation Being Consistent with the Land Conservation Act of 1965. 

For purposes of finding (1) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a cContract shall be consistent 

with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965 only if the Board makes all of the following 

findings:  

(1) That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to Section 

401 of these Rules and Government Code sSection 51245. 

(2) That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.  
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(3) That cancellation is for an alternative use which is consistent with the applicable provisions of the 

County Ggeneral Pplan. 

(4) That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.  

(5) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to 

which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, that development of the contracted land would 

provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate 

noncontracted land.  

Section 510. Findings for Cancellation Being in the Public Interest.  

For purposes of finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Ccontract shall be in the public 

interest only if the Board makes the following findings: 

(1) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Land Conservation Act of 

1965; and  

(2) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to 

which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, that development of the contracted land would 

provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate 

noncontracted land.  

Section 511. Certificate of Tentative Cancellation.  

(1) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use of 

the land, the Clerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the County Recorder a certificate of 

tentative cancellation, which shall set forth the name of the landowner requesting the cancellation, 

the fact that a certificate of cancellation of Ccontract will be issued and recorded at such time as 

specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a description of the conditions and 

contingencies which must be satisfied, and a legal description of the property. Conditions to be 

satisfied shall include payment in full of the amount of the fee computed under the provisions of 

Sections 513 514 and 5145 of these Rules, together with a statement that, unless the fee is paid, or 

a certificate of cancellation of Ccontract is issued within one year from the date of the recording of 

the certificate of tentative cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the date of notice 
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described in paragraph (2) of this section. Any provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion 

thereof shall be treated in the manner provided for in the certificate of tentative cancellation. 

Contingencies to be satisfied shall include a requirement that the landowner obtain all permits 

necessary to commence the project. The Board may, at the request of the landowner, amend a 

tentatively approved specified alternative use if it finds that such amendment is consistent with the 

findings made pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules. 

(2) The landowner shall notify the Board when he has satisfied the conditions and contingencies 

enumerated in the certificate of tentative cancellation have been satisfied. Within 30 days of receipt 

of such notice, and upon a determination that the conditions and contingencies have been satisfied, 

the Board shall execute a certificate of final cancellation of Ccontract and cause the same to be 

recorded.  

(3) If the landowner has been unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the 

certificate of tentative cancellation, the landowner shall notify the Board of the particular conditions 

or contingencies hethe landowner is unable to satisfy. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and 

upon a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies listed, 

the Board shall execute a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a cancellation of 

Ccontract and cause the same to recorded. However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund 

of any cancellation fee paid.  

Section 512. Findings for Diminishment or Disestablishment. 

(1) The Contract has been cancelled or expired for the area requesting diminishment or disestablishment 

of the preserve. 

(2) The diminishment or disestablishment is in the interest of the public and the State.   

(3) The diminishment or disestablishment is for an alternative use that is consistent with the General 

Plan and Ordinance No. 348, including Article II. 

(4) The identified alternative use is compatible with the surrounding area.   

Section 5132. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment. 
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Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. A decision to diminish or 

terminate an agricultural preserve shall be made as follows: 

(1) If none of the land is subject to an executed lLand cConservation Ccontract, the decision shall be 

final upon the adoption of a resolution by the Board. 

(2) If some or all of the land is subject to an executed land conservation cContract, the tentative approval 

of the disestablishment or diminishment shall be by minute order and the matter shall be referred 

back to the Planning Department for the preparation of the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 511 of these Rules for adoption by the Board, or for 

preparation of a Certificate of Final Cancellation for adoption by the Board if all conditions of 

approval have been completed by the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative 

Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall be by resolution. 

Section 5143. Cancellation Fee.  

(1) Prior to any action by the Board giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Ccontract, the 

County Assessor shall determine the full cashcurrent fair market value of the land as though it were 

free of the contractual restriction. The Assessor shall certify to the Board the cancellation valuation 

of the land for the purpose of determining the cancellation fee.  

(2) Prior to giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any cContract, the Board shall determine 

and certify to the County Auditor the amount of the cancellation fee which the landowner must pay 

the County Treasurer as deferred taxes upon cancellation. That fee shall be an amount equal to 12  ½ 

percent of the cancellation valuation of the property. 

(3) If they find that it is in the public interest to do so, the Board may waive any such payment or any 

portion thereof, or may extend the time for making such payment or a portion thereof contingent 

upon the future use made of the land and its economic return to the landowner for a period of time 

not to exceed the unexpired period of the cContract, had it not been canceled, provided the 

requirements set forth in Government Code sSection 51283 are met.  

Deferred taxes collected under the provisions of this section shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer 

to the State Controller in accordance with the requirements of Government Code sSection 51283(d).  
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Section 5154. Additional Deferred Taxes.  

In addition to the fee provided for in Section 5143 of these Rules, the Board shall require the payment of 

additional deferred taxes, determined according to the provisions of Government Code sSection 51283.1. 

The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as the cancellation 

fee provided for in Section 5143 of these Rules. 

DIVISION VI. 

COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Section 601. Function of the Committee. 

The function of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) is to 

review and prepare a report on applications involving agricultural preserves, and to advise the Board on the 

administration of the agricultural preserves in the County and on any matters relating to Ccontracts entered 

into pursuant to these Rules. 

Section 602. Composition of the Committee. 

The Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory CommitteeCAPTAC shall be composed of 

the Planning Director, who shall be Chairman, the County’s Open Space Resources Committee, and on 

representative of each of the following:  

(1) Agricultural Commissioner.  

(2) U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service. 

(3) University of California – Cooperative Extension, County of Riverside.  

County Assessor.members of the Planning Commission.  The Chair of the Planning Commission shall act 

as Chair of the CAPTAC.   

The Office of County Counsel shall provide legal advice to the CAPTAC upon request.  

Section 603. Transmittal of Documents.  

Upon filing of an application involving an agricultural preserve, the Planning Director shall prepare and 

transmit to each member of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory 
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CommitteeCAPTAC a copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions, a vicinity map, and 

a proposed boundary map. 

Section 604. Meetings. 

The Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory CommitteeCAPTAC shall meet at the call 

of the Planning Director.  

Section 605. Contents of Report.  

The report of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory CommitteeCAPTAC shall be 

prepared by the Planning Director and shall contain:  

(1) A statement as to whether or not the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory 

CommitteeCAPTAC recommends approval of the application and the reasons for said 

recommendation.  

(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.  

(3) If the application submitted is to establish a preserve or to add lands to an existing preserve, the 

report shall also include the Technical Advisory Committee’sCAPTAC’s factual findings as to the 

following:  

(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding land. 

(b) Present land use of land proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding properties. 

(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the preserve is presently employed in an 

agricultural use and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon. 

(d) The agricultural commodities that may be grown on the property proposed to be included in the 

preserve taking into consideration the said type, water availability and other conditions that may 

affect the growing of crops. 

(e) Whether or not the existing or proposed agricultural use of the land constitutes or could 

constitute a nuisance, public or private, to the surrounding lands.  

(f) The current assessed valuation and the estimated reduction in assessed valuation if the real 

property proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a Lland cConservation cContract. 
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(g) A list of any cities that are within one mile of the proposed boundaries of the preserve, and any 

comments expressed by such a city on the application.  

(h) The existence of any historic or scenic value to the lands proposed to be included in the preserve.   

(i) The acreages of each land owner included in the application and the total acreage.  

(4) If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve or to delete lands from a preserve, the report 

shall also include the Technical Advisory Committee'sCAPTAC’s findings and conclusions as to 

the following: 

(a) Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to the Williamson Act and Section 

401 of these Rules. 

(b) Whether the cancellation is likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural 

use. 

(c) Whether the proposed alternative use of land is consistent with the provisions of the County 

Ggeneral Pplan. 

(d) Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous patterns of urban development. 

(e) Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use 

to which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, whether the development of the contracted 

land would provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of 

proximate noncontracted land. 

    (5) Any public comments received on the application. 

DIVISION VII 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Section 701. Filing of Map and Resolution. 

Whenever an agricultural preserve is established, and so long as it shall be in effect, a map of such 

agricultural preserve and the resolution under which the preserve was established shall be filed and kept 

current with the County Recorder.  

Section 702. Filing of Map with State Director of Food and Agriculture.  
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On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning Director shall file with the State Director 

of Food and Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all agricultural preserves in existence at 

the end of the preceding fiscal year. 

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and Simultaneous Entry into New Contract.  

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties may be their mutual agreement rescind a 

Ccontract in order simultaneously to enter into a new Ccontract pursuant to these Rules which new 

Ccontract would enforceably restrict the same property for an initial term at least as long as the unexpired 

term of the Ccontact being so rescinded but not less than 10 years. Such action may be taken 

notwithstanding the prior serving of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former Ccontract. 

Section 704. Minimum Lot Sizes Within Agricultural Preserves.  

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultural preserve, the total number of lots shall be 

determined pursuant to the Ggeneral Pplan for Riverside County and any applicable zoning classification, 

whichever is more restrictive. In any event, no parcel shall be created that is below the minimum size of 10 

acres. 

Section 705. Filing Period for Agricultural Preserves.  

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an agricultural preserve shall be received on or 

after November 1 of any year until March 1 of the following year. 

Section 706. Fees.  

The fee for an application to create a preserve or add lands to a preserve shall be $400 plus $40 for each 

oOwner's pPetition filed with the application. There will also be a $25 cContract fee if the application is 

approved. The fee for an application to terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. The 

appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not refundable. There shall be no fee for an 

application initiated by the Board of Supervisors, provided, however, that the $40 fee for each Oowner’s 

Ppetition shall be payable with the Ccontract fee when the property is proposed to be placed under a Land 

Conservation Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25. 

Section 707. Effective Date. 
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These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed on or after March 1, 1985____________, 

2026. All applications filed prior to March 1, 1985that date, and not finally acted upon by that date, shall 

not be finally determined until the information required by these amended Rules and Regulations have been 

supplied. 

 

Dated:   December 18, 1984         
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY 

The following Rules are adopted pursuant to Government Code section 51231 and shall govern the 

administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for initiating, filing and processing requests 

to establish, enlarge, disestablish or diminish agricultural preserves, established in Riverside County 

pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Government Code section 51200 et seq.) and 

Ordinance No. 509 of Riverside County.  All agricultural preserves must be in conformance with these 

Rules and all provisions of the Williamson Act. 

The Board declares that these Rules shall be construed as a continuation of the existing Rules and 

Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves and not as a new enactment, except as to provisions of these 

Rules which are inconsistent therewith, and any application previously approved under the existing Rules 

and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves shall be deemed to comply with these Rules.  

DIVISION I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 101.  Findings. 

The County finds that these Rules are necessary for the promotion of the general welfare and the protection 

of the public interest in that: 

(a) The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to 

the conservation of the County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for the maintenance 

of the agricultural economy of the County, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and 

nutritious food for future residents of the County. 

(b) The discouragement of premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is 

a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers themselves in that it will 

discourage discontiguous urban development patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of 

community services to community residents.  

(c) In a rapidly urbanizing society agricultural lands have a definitive public value as open space, and 

the preservation in agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an important physical, social, 

aesthetic and economic asset to existing and pending urban or metropolitan developments.  
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Section 102. Definitions. 

As used in these Rules, unless otherwise apparent from the context: 

(a) “Agricultural commodity” means any and all plant and animal products produced in Riverside 

County for commercial purposes. 

(b) “Agricultural use” means use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity for 

commercial purposes. 

(c) “Agricultural preserve” or “preserve” means an area devoted to those agricultural or other uses 

allowed under the provisions of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, and those compatible uses as 

designated and established by the Board after notice and hearing.  

(d) “Board” means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.  

(e) “CAPTAC” means the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee, 

which reviews and prepares a report on applications involving agricultural preserves and advises 

the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County. 

(f) “Compatible use” is any use so defined in County Ordinance No. 509, as may be amended from 

time to time.  

(g) “Contract” means a Land Conservation Contract executed between the County and the landowner 

in accordance with these Rules.  

(h) “County” means the County of Riverside, State of California. 

(i) “Land Conservation Act of 1965” means those provisions of the Government Code commencing 

with Section 51200, as may be amended from time to time, which pertain to agricultural land and 

which is also known as the Williamson Act.  

(j) “Owner’s Petition” means the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an 

application for the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve. 

(k) “Proximate, noncontracted land” means land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules, 

which is sufficiently close to land which is so restricted that it can serve as a practical alternative 

for the use which is proposed for the restricted land.  

(l) “Rules” means these “Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside 

County.” 
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(m) “Suitable” for the proposed use as used in Sections 510 and 511 of these Rules, means that salient 

features of the proposed use can be served by land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules. 

Such nonrestricted land may be a single parcel or may be a combination of contiguous or 

discontiguous parcels.  

DIVISION II 

ESTABLISHMENT AND ENLARGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES 

Section 201. Agricultural Preserve Application. 

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to the Board to establish an agricultural 

preserve or to enlarge the size of the preserve. An application to establish a preserve or to enlarge a preserve 

may also be initiated by the Board but shall not be acted upon until the Owner’s Petition for each owner of 

any parcel of land included within the application has been filed by the owner.  

Section 202.  Contents of Applications for Establishments or Enlargements. 

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for establishments or enlargements are 

to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:  

(1)  The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the 

name, address and telephone number of the representative.  

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is the establishment or enlargement of 

an agricultural preserve.  

(3) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural 

preserve. 

(4) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in the application.  

(5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.  

(6) An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land involved in the application. Spouses, a 

partnership, a corporation, a trust, or other joint ownership shall be considered as one owner.  

(7) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate 

ownerships. 

(8) A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for each application and for 

each Owner's Petition. 
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Section 203. Owner’s Petition for Establishments or Enlargements. 

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an application for 

the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve which shall be filed with the 

application. The petition shall be on forms provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be complete, 

must contain the following information:  

(1) The name of the owner petitioner.  

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed to be included within a 

preserve, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or beneficial interest 

under a trust deed in the property.  

(3) If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized statement from said partnership or corporation 

indicating that the petitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the partnership or corporation, shall be 

included.  

(4) A complete legal description of boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or title 

insurance policy.  

(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any agricultural commodities produced on the land. 

(6) The acreage amount and the assessment number of the property proposed to be included in the 

preserve. 

A petition that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning Director, along 

with the application it is part of, as being incomplete. 

Section 204. Report of the Planning Director. 

After the filing of a completed application and any attached Owner’s Petition(s), the Planning Director shall 

prepare a report on the application for the Board. The report shall contain the following: 

(1) The report of the CAPTAC.  

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.  

(3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve proposed to be established or any land 

proposed to be added to an established preserve.  

(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve.  



 

5 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

(5) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural 

preserve.  

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board within 60 days after a completed 

application is filed with the Planning Director. 

The Board will not establish a preserve, or add lands to an existing preserve, until it has received the report 

of the Planning Director or until the time within which the Planning Director has to report has elapsed. 

Section 205. Hearing and Notice for Establishment or Enlargement. 

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, or the elapse of the time within which the 

report should have been received, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and time for public hearing on 

the application.  

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall include 

a legal description, or the assessor’s parcel number, of the land which is proposed to be included within the 

preserve.  

Written notice, at least two weeks before the hearing, shall be given to the Local Agency Formation 

Commission and to every city within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve.  Written notice 

shall also be sent to the applicant, the applicant’s designated representative, to every owner of land to be 

included within the preserve, to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, 

the University of California – Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County Assessor.  

Section 206. Decision of the Board to Establish or Enlarge a Preserve.  

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. 

(1) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve shall be a tentative approval. The Planning 

Department shall give notice to all owners of real property within the proposed preserve that they 

have 90 days after the date of the Board’s tentative approval to file all executed Contracts with the 

Planning Department. The final approval establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be approved by 

Board resolution. If Contracts are not executed or returned within 90 days after the Board’s tentative 

approval, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda for further decision by the Board.  

(2) A decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an agricultural preserve shall be final at the 

time of initial decision and shall be by minute order of the Board. 
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Section 207.  Findings for the Establishment of a Preserve 

(1) The land is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, an open space use, a recreational use, 

a combination of any of the aforementioned uses, or any other use delineated in the Land 

Conservation Act of 1965. 

(2) The land does not completely surround land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use which 

is omitted from the preserve. 

(3) The land contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however, in order to meet this 

requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or they are in common 

ownership.   

(4) The preserve is consistent with the General Plan. 

(5) The land has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348 or for which the applicant has 

filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning. If a request for a change of zone is necessary, a 

finding shall be made that it was filed and processed concurrently with the agricultural preserve 

application and that an environmental assessment was prepared for the change of zone request. 

Section 208.  Findings for the Enlargement of a Preserve. 

(1) The same findings shall be made as for the establishment of a Preserve, plus a finding shall be made 

that the enlargement consists of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing Preserve. 

DIVISION III 

LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS 

Section 301. Lands Eligible for Contracts. 

Only those lands designated by the County as agricultural preserves, and located within an approved or 

tentatively approved agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses, are eligible to be the subject of 

a Land Conservation Contract between the County and the landowner. 

Section 302. Request for Entry into Contract.  

Any owner of land located within an approved or tentatively approved preserve may request to enter into a 

Contract with the County of Riverside on forms provided by the Planning Department. A filing fee as set 

forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall accompany the filing of the application. The application shall state 

whether or not the land is presently devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is. 
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Section 303. Form of Contract and Conditions. 

The conditions of the Contract shall be similar for all preserves and shall be on forms supplied by the County 

and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within the Contracts for 

preserves so long as such differences are related to differences in location and characteristics of the land 

and comply with these Rules and the requirements of the Williamson Act.  

Section 304. Dividing Land Under Contract. 

Whenever land under Contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other 

owner of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original Contract, including the 

right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by the 

owner of a parcel created by the division of land under Contract shall not be imputed to the owners of the 

remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the Contract as it applies to the remaining parcels of the 

divided land. 

Section 305. Report to Board.  

Prior to the Contract being signed by the Board, the Planning Director shall report to the Board on whether 

or not the land is eligible to be the subject of a Land Conservation Contract. 

Section 306. Notice of Intent to Contract.  

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall give written notice to any city within the County of its intention 

to consider a Contract which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries of that city. Such 

notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the 

execution of such a Contract.  

Section 307. Findings for Land Conservation Contracts.  

(1) The Contract provides for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and those uses compatible 

with agricultural uses, for the duration of the Contract. 

(2) The Contract is binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner.  

(3) The Contract is for an initial term of no less than 10 years.  

(4) The Contract provides that, on the anniversary date of the Contract or such other annual date as 

specified by the Contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of 

nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these Rules. 
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Section 308. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.  

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a Contract with a landowner pursuant to these Rules, the 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy of the Contract, which shall 

describe the land subject thereto, together with a reference to the map showing the location of the 

agricultural preserve in which the property lies. From and after the time of such recordation, such Contract 

shall impart such notice thereof to all persons as is afforded by the recording laws of the State of California. 

DIVISION IV 

NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL 

Section 401. Notice of Nonrenewal. 

If either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to renew the Contract, that party shall serve   

written notice of nonrenewal of the Contract upon the other party in advance of the annual renewal date of 

the Contract. Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal 

date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the Contract shall be considered renewed 

as provided in Section 306 of these Rules. Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of 

nonrenewal, the owner may make a written protest of the notice of nonrenewal. The County may, at any 

time prior to the renewal date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the Board to serve 

a notice of nonrenewal on a portion of the owner’s land within an individual agricultural preserve, the notice 

of nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the Contract for all of the owner's land within an individual 

preserve. 

Section 402. Notice of Nonrenewal on a Portion of an Owner’s Land within an Agricultural Preserve.  

Upon request by the owner, the Board may authorize the owner to serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion 

of the land under a Contract. 

Section 403. Form for Notice of Nonrenewal.  

A notice of nonrenewal by the owner shall be submitted on forms provided by the Planning Department. 

When the landowner is a successor in the interest to the owner who executed the Contract, the notice of 

nonrenewal shall be accompanied by proof of ownership, such as a copy of the deed. The notice of 

nonrenewal shall be submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706 of these Rules.  

/ / / 
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Section 404. Term Following Notice of Nonrenewal. 

If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year not to renew the Contract, the existing 

Contract shall remain in effect for the balance of the period remaining since the original execution or the 

last renewal of the Contract, as the case may be.    

DIVISION V 

DISESTABLISHMENT AND DIMINISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND 

CANCELLATION OF CONTRACTS 

Section 501. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural Preserve.  

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to terminate or diminish the size of a 

preserve.  

Section 502. Land Ineligible for Removal from Preserve.  

No land for which a Land Conservation Contract has been executed shall be removed from an agricultural 

preserve unless the Contract for the land is also cancelled. 

Section 503. Contents of Application for Disestablishments or Diminishments.  

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for disestablishments or diminishments 

are to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:  

(1) The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the 

name, address and telephone number of the representative.  

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is for the disestablishment or the 

diminishment of an agricultural preserve. 

(3) The name and map number of the affected agricultural preserve.  

(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the affected property.  

(5) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in this application.  

(6) The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.  

(7) A statement as to whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served on the land involved in the 

application and the date of the notice of nonrenewal.  

/ / / 

/ / / 
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(8) When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner who executed the Contract with the 

County, the application for disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by proof of 

ownership, such as a copy of the deed. 

(9) A Petition for Cancellation of Contract.  

(10) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate 

ownerships.  

(11) A non-refundable fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for the application. 

(12) An Environmental Assessment Form and any additional filing fees as may be appropriate.  

Section 504. Petition for Cancellation of Contract.  

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an owner to the Board for cancellation of any 

Contract as to all or part of the subject land, which shall be filed with the application for disestablishment 

or diminishment of an agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be complete, must contain the 

following information: 

(1) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land Conservation Contract, listing the preserve 

name, map number, and the instrument number of the Contract and the date it was recorded and 

signed by the owner or one of the owners authorized to act on behalf of all the owners of the subject 

land. In the case of one owner authorized to act on behalf of all the owners, a copy of that 

authorization shall be attached to the petition for cancellation. 

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed for deletion from Land 

Conservation Contracts, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or 

beneficial interest in the property. 

(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or 

title insurance policy.  

(4) A statement outlining the proposed alternative land use for this property.  

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate noncontracted property which is both 

available and suitable for the proposed alternative land use.  

(6) Required property owners’ notification information.  



 

11 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

(7) A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the 

Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.  

Section 505. Proposed Alternative Land Use.  

The landowner's petition for cancellation shall be accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use 

of the land. The proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for these alternative uses and 

applicable fees. Forms for these alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning Department. 

A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications for the proposed alternative uses of land and 

applicable fees shall be returned by the Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.  

Section 506. Report of the Planning Director.  

After the filing of a completed application, attached petition for cancellation, and applications for proposed 

alternative uses of land, the Planning Director shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The 

report shall contain the following:  

(1) The report of the CAPTAC.  

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.  

(3) A recommended motion regarding the application to disestablish or diminish the agricultural 

preserve.  

(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation 

Contract.  

(5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation 

Contract.  

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board in conjunction with the proposed 

alternative uses of land. The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until it has received 

the report of the Planning Director. 

Section 507.  Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment or Diminishment. 

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and 

time for public hearing on the application.  
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Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and proposed cancellation of a Contract shall be 

furnished by the Board to the affected Contract landowner(s) by certified mail directed to him/her at the 

last known address to the Board. 

Written notice of the proposal to disestablish or alter the boundary  and date of the hearing shall be furnished 

to the owner of the land by certified mail at his/her latest address.  Notice shall also be published pursuant 

to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall be furnished by first-class mail to  each owner of land 

under Contract, any portion of which is situated within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land to be 

removed from the preserve.  In addition, written notice shall be given to the Local Agency Formation 

Commission, to every city within the County within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve, to 

the Director of the Department of Conservation, to the Director of the Department of Food and Agriculture, 

to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, the University of California – 

Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County Assessor.  

Section 508. Findings for Cancellation of a Contract.  

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a Contract only if it makes one of the following 

findings: 

(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965; or 

(2) That cancellation is in the public interest.  

For the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an existing agricultural use shall not by itself 

be sufficient reason for cancellation of the Contract. The uneconomic character of an existing use may be 

considered only if there is no other reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be put.  

Section 509. Findings for Cancellation Being Consistent with the Land Conservation Act of 1965. 

For purposes of finding (1) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be consistent with 

the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965 only if the Board makes all of the following findings:  

(1) That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to Section 

401 of these Rules and Government Code section 51245. 

(2) That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.  

(3) That cancellation is for an alternative use which is consistent with the applicable provisions of the 

County General Plan. 
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(4) That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.  

(5) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to 

which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would 

provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate 

noncontracted land.  

Section 510. Findings for Cancellation Being in the Public Interest.  

For purposes of finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be in the public 

interest only if the Board makes the following findings: 

(1) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Land Conservation Act of 

1965; and  

(2) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to 

which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would 

provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate 

noncontracted land.  

Section 511. Certificate of Tentative Cancellation.  

(1) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use of 

the land, the Clerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the County Recorder a certificate of 

tentative cancellation, which shall set forth the name of the landowner requesting the cancellation, 

the fact that a certificate of cancellation of Contract will be issued and recorded at such time as 

specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a description of the conditions and 

contingencies which must be satisfied, and a legal description of the property. Conditions to be 

satisfied shall include payment in full of the amount of the fee computed under the provisions of 

Sections 514 and 515 of these Rules, together with a statement that, unless the fee is paid, or a 

certificate of cancellation of Contract is issued within one year from the date of the recording of the 

certificate of tentative cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the date of notice described 

in paragraph (2) of this section. Any provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion thereof 

shall be treated in the manner provided for in the certificate of tentative cancellation. Contingencies 

to be satisfied shall include a requirement that the landowner obtain all permits necessary to 
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commence the project. The Board may, at the request of the landowner, amend a tentatively 

approved specified alternative use if it finds that such amendment is consistent with the findings 

made pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules. 

(2) The landowner shall notify the Board when the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the 

certificate of tentative cancellation have been satisfied. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and 

upon a determination that the conditions and contingencies have been satisfied, the Board shall 

execute a certificate of final cancellation of Contract and cause the same to be recorded.  

(3) If the landowner has been unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the 

certificate of tentative cancellation, the landowner shall notify the Board of the particular conditions 

or contingencies the landowner is unable to satisfy. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and 

upon a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies listed, 

the Board shall execute a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a cancellation of Contract 

and cause the same to recorded. However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund of any 

cancellation fee paid.  

Section 512. Findings for Diminishment or Disestablishment. 

(1) The Contract has been cancelled or expired for the area requesting diminishment or disestablishment 

of the preserve. 

(2) The diminishment or disestablishment is in the interest of the public and the State.   

(3) The diminishment or disestablishment is for an alternative use that is consistent with the General 

Plan and Ordinance No. 348, including Article II. 

(4) The identified alternative use is compatible with the surrounding area.   

Section 513. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment. 

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. A decision to diminish or 

terminate an agricultural preserve shall be made as follows: 

(1) If none of the land is subject to an executed Land Conservation Contract, the decision shall be final 

upon the adoption of a resolution by the Board. 

(2) If some or all of the land is subject to an executed Contract, the tentative approval of the 

disestablishment or diminishment shall be by minute order and the matter shall be referred back to 
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the Planning Department for the preparation of the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 511 of these Rules for adoption by the Board, or for 

preparation of a Certificate of Final Cancellation for adoption by the Board if all conditions of 

approval have been completed by the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative 

Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall be by resolution. 

Section 514. Cancellation Fee.  

(1) Prior to any action by the Board giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the 

County Assessor shall determine the current fair market value of the land as though it were free of 

the contractual restriction. The Assessor shall certify to the Board the cancellation valuation of the 

land for the purpose of determining the cancellation fee.  

(2) Prior to giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the Board shall determine and 

certify to the County Auditor the amount of the cancellation fee which the landowner must pay the 

County Treasurer as deferred taxes upon cancellation. That fee shall be an amount equal to 12 ½ 

percent of the cancellation valuation of the property. 

(3) If they find that it is in the public interest to do so, the Board may waive any such payment or any 

portion thereof, or may extend the time for making such payment or a portion thereof contingent 

upon the future use made of the land and its economic return to the landowner for a period of time 

not to exceed the unexpired period of the Contract, had it not been canceled, provided the 

requirements set forth in Government Code section 51283 are met.  

Deferred taxes collected under the provisions of this section shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer 

to the State Controller in accordance with the requirements of Government Code section 51283(d).  

Section 515. Additional Deferred Taxes.  

In addition to the fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules, the Board shall require the payment of 

additional deferred taxes, determined according to the provisions of Government Code section 51283.1. 

The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as the cancellation 

fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules. 

 

 



 

16 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

DIVISION VI 

COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Section 601. Function of the Committee. 

The function of the CAPTAC is to review and prepare a report on applications involving agricultural 

preserves, and to advise the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County and on 

any matters relating to Contracts entered into pursuant to these Rules. 

Section 602. Composition of the Committee. 

The CAPTAC shall be composed of the members of the Planning Commission.  The Chair of the Planning 

Commission shall act as Chair of the CAPTAC.  The Office of County Counsel shall provide legal advice 

to the CAPTAC upon request.  

Section 603. Transmittal of Documents.  

Upon filing of an application involving an agricultural preserve, the Planning Director shall prepare and 

transmit to each member of the CAPTAC a copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions, 

a vicinity map, and a proposed boundary map. 

Section 604. Meetings. 

The CAPTAC shall meet at the call of the Planning Director.  

Section 605. Contents of Report.  

The report of the CAPTAC shall be prepared by the Planning Director and shall contain:  

(1) A statement as to whether or not the CAPTAC recommends approval of the application and the 

reasons for said recommendation.  

(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.  

(3) If the application submitted is to establish a preserve or to add lands to an existing preserve, the 

report shall also include the CAPTAC’s factual findings as to the following:  

(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding land. 

(b) Present land use of land proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding properties. 

(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the preserve is presently employed in an 

agricultural use and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon. 
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(d) The agricultural commodities that may be grown on the property proposed to be included in the 

preserve taking into consideration the said type, water availability and other conditions that may 

affect the growing of crops. 

(e) Whether or not the existing or proposed agricultural use of the land constitutes or could 

constitute a nuisance, public or private, to the surrounding lands.  

(f) The current assessed valuation and the estimated reduction in assessed valuation if the real 

property proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a Land Conservation Contract. 

(g) A list of any cities that are within one mile of the proposed boundaries of the preserve, and any 

comments expressed by such a city on the application.  

(h) The existence of any historic or scenic value to the lands proposed to be included in the preserve.   

(i) The acreages of each land owner included in the application and the total acreage.  

(4) If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve or to delete lands from a preserve, the report 

shall also include the CAPTAC’s findings and conclusions as to the following: 

(a) Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to the Williamson Act and Section 

401 of these Rules. 

(b) Whether the cancellation is likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural 

use. 

(c) Whether the proposed alternative use of land is consistent with the provisions of the County 

General Plan. 

(d) Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous patterns of urban development. 

(e) Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use 

to which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, whether the development of the contracted 

land would provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of 

proximate noncontracted land. 

(5) Any public comments received on the application. 
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DIVISION VII 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Section 701. Filing of Map and Resolution. 

Whenever an agricultural preserve is established, and so long as it shall be in effect, a map of such 

agricultural preserve and the resolution under which the preserve was established shall be filed and kept 

current with the County Recorder.  

Section 702. Filing of Map with State Director of Food and Agriculture.  

On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning Director shall file with the State Director 

of Food and Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all agricultural preserves in existence at 

the end of the preceding fiscal year. 

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and Simultaneous Entry into New Contract.  

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties may be their mutual agreement rescind a 

Contract in order simultaneously to enter into a new Contract pursuant to these Rules which new Contract 

would enforceably restrict the same property for an initial term at least as long as the unexpired term of the 

Contact being so rescinded but not less than 10 years. Such action may be taken notwithstanding the prior 

serving of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former Contract. 

Section 704. Minimum Lot Sizes Within Agricultural Preserves.  

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultural preserve, the total number of lots shall be 

determined pursuant to the General Plan for Riverside County and any applicable zoning classification, 

whichever is more restrictive. In any event, no parcel shall be created that is below the minimum size of 10 

acres. 

Section 705. Filing Period for Agricultural Preserves.  

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an agricultural preserve shall be received on or 

after November 1 of any year until March 1 of the following year. 

Section 706. Fees.  

The fee for an application to create a preserve or add lands to a preserve shall be $400 plus $40 for each 

Owner's Petition filed with the application. There will also be a $25 Contract fee if the application is 

approved. The fee for an application to terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. The 
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appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not refundable. There shall be no fee for an 

application initiated by the Board of Supervisors, provided, however, that the $40 fee for each Owner’s 

Petition shall be payable with the Contract fee when the property is proposed to be placed under a Land 

Conservation Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25. 

Section 707. Effective Date. 

These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed on or after March 1, 1985. All applications 

filed prior to that date, and not finally acted upon by that date, shall not be finally determined until the 

information required by these amended Rules and Regulations have been supplied. 

 

         








