SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM: 23.1
(ID # 29633)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, February 03, 2026

FROM : TLMA-PLANNING

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY/PLANNING: ADOPT
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-016 AMENDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
AG PRESERVES, SUPERSEDING RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 (AGRICULTURAL
PRESERVES AND CAPTAC) — Not a project/exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense
Exemption) — Applicant: County of Riverside — All Supervisorial Districts — REQUEST: Conduct
a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County as attached to Resolution No. 84-526.
Amendments include a change in the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory
Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body formation from the current makeup to the Planning
Commission, establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision
cleanups to become consistent with State law; All Districts. ($25,000 Total Cost - 100%
Department Funds)

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1) FIND that the action is not a project and is EXEMPT from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemption); and,

2) ADOPT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION NO. 2026-016 to replace and
supersede Resolution No. 84-526, which amends the attached Rules and Regulations
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, based upon the findings and
conclusions provided in this staff report.

ACTION:Policy

Joi/n Hildebrand, Planning Bngoctgrg E ¢ t El/moze

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

On motion of Supervisor Perez, seconded by Supervisor Gutierrez and duly carried by
unanimous vote, IT WAS ORDERED that the above matter is approved as recommended.

Ayes: Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez
Nays: None

Absent: None

Date: February 3, 2026

XC: Planning
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FINANCIAL DATA | currentFiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost
COST $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0
NET COUNTY COST $0 $0 $0 $0

SOURCE OF FUNDS: 100% Department Funds Budget Adjustment: bld

For Fiscal Year: 25/26

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve

BACKGROUND:

Summary

Resolution No. 84-526’s attached Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in
Riverside County (Rules and Regulations) has been the guiding document that sets forth the
rules for administration of the County’s agricultural preserves since 1984. Among other things, it
provides for the formation of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory
Committee (CAPTAC), which is the hearing body that prepares a report on applications
involving agricultural preserves and advises the Board of Supervisors on the administration of
agricultural preserves, including matters related to the establishment, disestablishment,
diminishment, and enlargement of agricultural preserves, and related contracts, within the
unincorporated areas of Riverside County. That Resolution and attached Rules and Regulations
are dated December 18, 1984, and as such, have become outdated and inconsistent in some
ways with newer State law changes related to agricultural preserves. Furthermore, formation of
the CAPTAC hearing body has become increasingly challenging and, oftentimes, a quorum is
not obtained. The 1984 Rules and Regulations currently state that members of CAPTAC shall
include representatives from the following organizations:

1) Agricultural Commissioner

2) U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service

3) University of California — Cooperative Extension, County of Riverside
4) County Assessor

A proposed change to the Rules and Regulations will amend the CAPTAC formation,
transferring its duties and authority to the Riverside County Planning Commission. (Current
CAPTAC members will still receive notification of ag preserve-related projects, however.) In
addition to this change, there are general cleanup provision updates and minor additions to
reflect State law changes, such as hearing notices and definitions, and correcting typographic
errors and updating administrative practices to reflect actual practice. Further changes include a
reorganization coupled with additions to explicitly state findings related to each of the
agricultural preserve case types: establishment, enlargement, and diminishment.

Changes to the Rules and Regulations are required to be undertaken by resolution pursuant to
Government Code section 51231(a). The County also has an ordinance, Ordinance No. 509
(Agricultural Preserves), that relates to ag preserves that sets forth uses that are allowed within
an established agricultural preserve. This ordinance was first adopted November 28, 1966,
along with two subsequent amendments on March 3, 1988, and June 16, 1988. At this time, no
changes to the ordinance are proposed. However, as a phase |l effort, staff will be reviewing the
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

list of uses and will provide amendment suggestions. Additional community outreach will be
conducted in the future.

The Board of Supervisors initiated these changes to the Rules and Regulations on August 27,
2024, directing staff to prepare the amendment and bring back to the Board for consideration.

A public workshop to discuss these proposed changes and inform the Planning Commission
members of their upcoming additional responsibilities was held on November 5, 2025. There
was no opposition or concerns from the public or the current CAPTAC members.

This proposal was heard at the December 17, 2025, Planning Commission and was
recommended for approval to the Board of Supervisors by a 4-0 vote, with one Commissioner
absent.

Because this proposal is merely updating the Rules and Regulations Government Ag Preserves
to reflect current state law and preferred County administrative practices, it is not a project
pursuant to CEQA. In addition, because there is no possibility that such administrative changes
and state law consistency updates may result in a significant environmental impact, the
proposal is also exempt from CEQA under the Commonsense exemption.

Impact on Residents and Businesses

There will be no negative impacts on residents or businesses, as this proposal is simply
changing the makeup of the Agricultural hearing body formation and amending the Rules and
Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves to become consistent with State law.

Additional Fiscal Information

Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves is a one-time cost of
$25,000, requiring Planning Department and County Counsel involvement, coupled with
community outreach and public hearings. Once approved and effective, there are no further or
ongoing costs.

EXHIBITS:
A. Board of Supervisors Initiation — August 27, 2024
B. Planning Commission Staff Report — December 17, 2025
C. Resolution No. 84-526 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)
D. Resolution No. 2026-016 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)
E. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves — Redline / Strikeout Changes
F. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves — Draft Clean Version
G. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) — Notice of Exemption (NOE)

rystal C o, Senior Management Analys 1/28/2026
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Receipt: 26-38451

Peter Aldana
Riverside County
Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder
2724 Gateway Drive
Riverside, CA 92507
(951) 486-7000
WWWw.Tivcoacr.org

Product Name Extended
FISH CLERK FISH AND GAME FILINGS $50.00
# Pages 1
Document # E-202600089
Filing Type 7
State Fee Prev Charged false
No Charge Clerk Fee false
F&G Notice of Exemption Fee $50.00
Total $50.00
Tender (On Account) $50.00
Account# PL
Account Name PL - PLANNING DEPT
Balance $167,221.25

2/9/26, 11:23 AM PST
Gateway Clerk



CALIFORNA State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife

&4 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
¥ DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

RECEIPT NUMBER:
26-38451

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE ORPRINTCLEARLY.

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicable)

LEADAGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE

RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT JHILDEBR@RIVCO.ORG 02/09/2026
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
RIVERSIDE E-202600089
PROJECT TITLE

CAPTAC - RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 AMENDMENTS

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT JHILDEBR@RIVCO.ORG +19519551888
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
4080 LEMON STREET, 12TH FLOOR RIVERSIDE CALI 92501
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropnate box)

Local Public Agency ] School District ] Other Special District [] State Agency (] Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

0 Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,227.50 $

[J Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $3,043.75 $

[J Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,437.25 $

X Exempt from fee

X Notice of Exemption (attach)
[J CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

[l Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

[0 Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $85000 $

County documentary handling fee $ $50.00

[ other $
PAYMENT METHOD:

0 cash [ Credit [J Check [X Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ $50.00
SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

X [ﬂ Wé Deputy Cassandra Sandoval

DFW 753 5a (Rev. 01012026)



RIVERSIDE COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

John Hildebrand
Planning Director

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: [] Office of Planning and Research (OPR) FROM: Riverside County Planning Department

P.O. Box 3044 XI 4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor [ 38686 El Cerrito Road
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 P. O. Box 1409 Palm Desert, CA 92201
X County of Riverside County Clerk Riverside, CA 92502-1409

Project Title/Case No.: CAPTAC - Resolution No. 84-526 Amendments

Project Location: In all unincorporated areas of Riverside County (Countywide Ordinance)

Project Description: Conduct a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the Comprehensive Agricultural
Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the hearing body formation from
the current makeup to the Riverside County Planning Commission. establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general
provision cleanups to become consistent with State law.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Riverside County Planning Department
Project Applicant & Address: Riverside County, 4080 Lemon Street, 12% Floor, Riverside. CA 92501
Exempt Status: (Check one)

[ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268) {XI Categorical Exemption (Section 15061 (b)(3))
[1 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) O statutory Exemption ( )
[0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269 (b)(c)) [] Other:

Reasons why project is exempt: This proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review
pursuant State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions). The project includes a reformation of a hearing

body and amended language to become consistent with State law, related to aaricultural preserves. There is no grading or construction
associated with this project and therefore, no physical environmental impacts.

John Earle Hildebrand Ill (951) 955-1888

County Contact Person Phone Number

/\Q}m D8 oo
Planning Director 02/03/2026

Signature Title

Date

Date Received for Filing and Posting at OPR:

FOR COUNTY CLERK'S USE ONLY
FILED/POSTED

County of Riverside
Peter Aldana
Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder

E-202600089
©2/09/2026 11:23 AN Fee: $ 506.00
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By: Deputy

BRIt G AR
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Document Root (Read-Only)

2026020282 - NOE - CAPTAC - Resolution No. 84-526 Amendments

Riverside County
Created - 2/9/2026 | Submitted - 2/9/2026 | Posted - 2/9/2026 | Received - 2/9/2026 | Published - 2/9/2026
Whitney N Mayo

Document Details

Public Agency

Riverside County

Document Type

Notice of Exemption

Document Status
Published

Title
CAPTAC - Resolution No. 84-526 Amendments

Document Description

Conduct a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and
Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No.
84-526 that forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee
(CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the hearing body formation from the
current makeup to the Riverside County Planning Commission, establishing Agricultural
Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision cleanups to become consistent with State
law.

Attachments (Upload Project Documents)

23.1 - NOE - CAPTAC Amendment.pdf



Contacts

Riverside County Planning Department - John Hildebrand

4080 Lemon Street 12th Floor
Riverside, CA 92501

Phone : (951) 955-1888
JHildebr@RIVCO.ORG

Regions

Southern California

Counties

Riverside

Cities

In all unincorporated areas of Riverside County (Countywide)

Location Details

Other Location Info

In all unincorporated areas of Riverside County (Countywide Ordinance)



Notice of Exemption

Exempt Status
Other

Type, Section Number or Code Number
15061(b)(3)

Reasons why project is exempt

This proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review,
pursuant State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions). The
project includes a reformation of a hearing body and amended language to become consistent
with State law, related to agricultural preserves. There is no grading or construction associated
with this project and therefore, no physical environmental impacts.

County Clerk(s)

Riverside

Signature

Title

Date



Mayo, Whitney

From: Thomas Hubbard <THOMAS.HUBBARD@lIci.ca.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 9, 2026 1:54 PM

To: Mayo, Whitney

Subject: SCH Number 2026020282

Hello,

Thank you for submitting your notice through CEQA Submit. Your document has been successfully
published.

To view your submission, use the following link.
https://cegasubmit.lci.ca.gov/Document/Index/329734/1

Please contact the SCH with any questions at state.clearinghouse®@lci.ca.gov.

Thank you,
100th Anniversary of Thomas Hubbard | he/him/his
Bl_uck Jr. CEQA Analyst
HlStDI}F " Governor’s Office of Land Use & Climate Innovation
Month ‘ ~ " thomas.hubbard@lci.ca.gov
D@ == "\ Connectwith us on:

Linkedln | Facebook | Instagram | X | lci.ca.gov

**Note: No reply, response, or information provided constitutes legal advice.

LCI - Public

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this email and any attachments is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Itis the
property of the California Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation. Unauthorized use,
disclosure, or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be
unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return email and
destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments.
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Board of Supervisors County of Riverside

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-016

AMENDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES
IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

| WHEREAS, the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, as

adopted by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Section 51231 of the Government Code, require certain

amendments; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, February 3, 2026,
on the proposed Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED, AND ORDERED by the Board of Supervisors of the County

of Riverside, State of California, in regular session assembled on February 3, 2026, that the document

! entitled Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, dated February 3,
: 2026, is hereby adopted, pursuant to Section 51231 of the Government Code, as the rules and regulations

! for the administration of agricultural preserves in the County of Riverside.

i
l

|
|
|
|
|
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

The following Rules are adopted pursuant to Government Code section 51231 and shall govern the

to establish, enlarge, disestablish or diminish agricultural preserves, established in Riverside County
pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Government Code section 51200 et seq.) and
Ordinance No. 509 of Riverside County. All agricultural preserves must be in conformance with these
Rules and all provisions of the Williamson Act.

The Board declares that these Rules shall be construed as a continuation of the existing Rules and
Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves and not as a new enactment, except as to provisions of these
Rules which are inconsistent therewith, and any application previously approved under the existing Rules
and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves shall be deemed to comply with these Rules.

DIVISION I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

'Section 101.  Findings.

| The County finds that these Rules are necessary for the promotion of the general welfare and the protection

1 of the public interest in that:

(a) The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to
the conservation of the County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for the maintenance
of the agricultural economy of the County, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and
nutritious food for future residents of the County.

(b) The discouragement of premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is
a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers themselves in that it will
discourage discontiguous urban development patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of
community services to community residents.

(c) In a rapidly urbanizing society agricultural lands have a definitive public value as open space, and
the preservation in agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an important physical, social,

aesthetic and economic asset to existing and pending urban or metropolitan developments.

administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for initiating, filing and processing requests '
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Section 102. Definitions.

As used in these Rules, unless otherwise apparent from the context:

(a) “Agricultural commodity” means any and all plant and animal products produced in Riverside
County for commercial purposes.

(b) “Agricultural use” means use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commeodity for
commercial purposes.

(c) “Agricultural preserve” or “preserve” means an area devoted to those agricultural or other uses
allowed under the provisions of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, and those compatible uses as
designated and established by the Board after notice and hearing.

(d) “Board” means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.

(e) “CAPTAC” means the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee,
which reviews and prepares a report on applications involving agricultural preserves and advises
the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County.

(f) “Compatible use” is any use so defined in County Ordinance No. 509, as may be amended from
time to time.

(g) “Contract” means a Land Conservation Contract executed between the County and the landowner
in accordance with these Rules.

(h) “County” means the County of Riverside, State of California.

(i) “Land Conservation Act of 1965” means those provisions of the Government Code commencing
with Section 51200, as may be amended from time to time, which pertain to agricultural land and
which is also known as the Williamson Act.

(j) “Owner’s Petition” means the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an
application for the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve.

(k) “Proximate, noncontracted land” means land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules,
which is sufficiently close to land which is so restricted that it can serve as a practical alternative
for the use which is proposed for the restricted land.

(1) “Rules™ means these “Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside

County.”




11

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

27
28

BN

S O 0 0 W

(m)“Suitable” for the proposed use as used in Sections 510 and 511 of these Rules, means that salient

features of the proposed use can be served by land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules.

1 Such nonrestricted land may be a single parcel or may be a combination of contiguous or

discontiguous parcels.
DIVISION II
ESTABLISHMENT AND ENLARGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Section 201. Agricultural Preserve Application.

| Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to the Board to establish an agricultural

| preserve or to enlarge the size of the preserve. An application to establish a preserve or to enlarge a preserve

may also be initiated by the Board but shall not be acted upon until the Owner’s Petition for each owner of |

any parcel of land included within the application has been filed by the owner.

Section 202. Contents of Applications for Establishments or Enlargements.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for establishments or enlargements are
to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:
(1) The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the
name, address and telephone number of the representative.
(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is the establishment or enlargement of
an agricultural preserve.
(3) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural
preserve.
(4) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in the application.
(5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.
(6) An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land involved in the application. Spouses, a
partnership, a corporation, a trust, or other joint ownership shall be considered as one owner.
(7) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate
ownerships. |
(8) A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for each application and for

each Owner's Petition.
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Section 203. Owner’s Petition for Establishments or Enlargements.

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an application for
the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve which shall be filed with the
application. The petition shall be on forms provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be complete,
|| must contain the following information:

(1) The name of the owner petitioner.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed to be included within a

preserve, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or beneficial interest

i under a trust deed in the property.

' (3) If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized statement from said partnership or corporation |
indicating that the petitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the partnership or corporation, shall be
included.

(4) A complete legal description of boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or title
insurance policy.

(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any agricultural commodities produced on the land.

| (6) Lhe acreage amount and the assessment number of the property proposed to be included in the

| preserve.

A petition that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning Director, along

with the application it is part of, as being incomplete.

| Section 204. Report of the Planning Director.

! After the filing of a completed application and any attached Owner’s Petition(s), the Planning Director shall
prepare a report on the application for the Board. The report shall contain the following:

(1) The report of the CAPTAC.

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.
| (3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve proposed to be established or any land
proposed to be added to an established preserve. |

(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve.
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| report should have been received, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and time for public hearing on

(5) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural

preserve.
The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board within 60 days after a completed ’
application is filed with the Planning Director.
The Board will not establish a preserve, or add lands to an existing preserve, until it has received the report {

of the Planning Director or until the time within which the Planning Director has to report has elapsed. |

Section 205. Hearing and Notice for Establishment or Enlargement. }

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, or the elapse of the time within which the

the application.

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall include
a legal description, or the assessor’s parcel number, of the land which is proposed to be included within the
preserve.

Written notice, at least two weeks before the hearing, shall be given to the Local Agency Formation
Commission and to every city within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve. Written notice
shall also be sent to the applicant, the applicant’s designated representative, to every owner of land to be
included within the preserve, to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service,
the University of California — Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County Assessor.

Section 206. Decision of the Board to Establish or Enlarge a Preserve.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision.

(1) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve shall be a tentative approval. The Planning
Department shall give notice to all owners of real property within the proposed preserve that they
have 90 days after the date of the Board’s tentative approval to file all executed Contracts with the
Planning Department. The final approval establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be approved by
Board resolution. If Contracts are not executed or returned within 90 days after the Board’s tentative
approval, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda for further decision by the Board.

(2) A decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an agricultural preserve shall be final at the

time of initial decision and shall be by minute order of the Board.
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Section 207. Findings for the Establishment of a Preserve

(1) The land is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, an open space use, a recreational use, !

a combination of any of the aforementioned uses, or any other use delineated in the Land ’

Conservation Act of 1965.

(2) The land does not completely surround land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use which

1 is omitted from the preserve. \

(3) The land contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however, in order to meet this
requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or they are in common
ownership.

(4) The preserve is consistent with the General Plan.

(5) The land has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348 or for which the applicant has
filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning. If a request for a change of zone is necessary, a
finding shall be made that it was filed and processed concurrently with the agricultural preserve
application and that an environmental assessment was prepared for the change of zone request.

Section 208. Findings for the Enlargement of a Preserve.

(1) The same findings shall be made as for the establishment of a Preserve, plus a finding shall be made
that the enlargement consists of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing Preserve.
DIVISION III
LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS

Section 301. Lands Eligible for Contracts.

Only those lands designated by the County as agricultural preserves, and located within an approved or
tentatively approved agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses, are eligible to be the subject of

a Land Conservation Contract between the County and the landowner.

Section 302. Request for Entry into Contract.

I Any owner of land located within an approved or tentatively approved preserve may request to enter into a
Contract with the County of Riverside on forms provided by the Planning Department. A filing fee as set
forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall accompany the filing of the application. The application shall state

whether or not the land is presently devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is.
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t Section 306. Notice of Intent to Contract.

Section 303. Form of Contract and Conditions.

The conditions of the Contract shall be similar for all preserves and shall be on forms supplied by the County
and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within the Contracts for
preserves so long as such differences are related to differences in location and characteristics of the land

and comply with these Rules and the requirements of the Williamson Act.

Section 304. Dividing Land Under Contract.

Whenever land under Contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other |

owner of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original Contract, including the

right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by the

| owner of a parcel created by the division of land under Contract shall not be imputed to the owners of the 1

remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the Contract as it applies to the remaining parcels of the

divided land.

Section 305. Report to Board.

Prior to the Contract being signed by the Board, the Planning Director shall report to the Board on whether

or not the land is eligible to be the subject of a Land Conservation Contract.

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall give written notice to any city within the County of'its intention
to consider a Contract which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries of that city. Such
notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the
execution of such a Contract.

Section 307. Findings for Land Conservation Contracts.

(1) The Contract provides for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and those uses compatible
with agricultural uses, for the duration of the Contract.

(2) The Contract is binding upon. and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner.

(3) The Contract is for an initial term of no less than 10 years.

(4) The Contract provides that, on the anniversary date of the Contract or such other annual date as
specified by the Contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of

nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these Rules.




Section 308. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a Contract with a landowner pursuant to these Rules, the

| Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy of the Contract, which shall
| describe the land subject thereto, together with a reference to the map showing the location of the
agricultural preserve in which the property lies. From and after the time of such recordation, such Contract
shall impart such notice thereof to all persons as is afforded by the recording laws of the State of California.
DIVISION IV
NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL

Section 401. Notice of Nonrenewal.

If either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to renew the Contract, that party shall serve
| written notice of nonrenewal of the Contract upon the other party in-advance of the annual renewal date of
the Contract. Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal
date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the Contract shall be considered renewed
as provided in Section 306 of these Rules. Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of

nonrenewal) the owner may make a written protest of the notice of nonrenewal. The County may, at any

| time prior to the renewal date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the Board to serve

anotice of nonrenewal on a portion of the owner’s land within an individual agricultural preserve, the notice
of nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the Contract for all of the owner's land within an individual
preserve.

Section 402. Notice of Nonrenewal on a Portion of an Owner’s Land within an Agricultural Preserve.

Upon request by the owner, the Board may authorize the owner to serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion
of the land under a Contract.

Section 403. Form for Notice of Nonrenewal.

A wotive of nonrenewal by the owner shall be submitted on forms provided by the Planning Department.
When the landowner is a successor in the interest to the owner who executed the Contract, the notice of
nonrenewal shall be accompanied by proof of ownership, such as a copy of the deed. The notice of
nonrenewal shall be submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706 of these Rules.
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Section 404. Term Following Notice of Nonrenewal.

If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year not to renew the Contrect, the existing
Contract shall remain in effect for the balance of the period remaining since the original execution or the
last renewal of the Contract, as the case may be.
DIVISION V
DISESTABLISHMENT AND DIMINISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND

CANCELLATION OF CONTRACTS

: Section 501. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural Preserve. ‘

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to terminate or diminish the size of a l

preserve.

Section 502. Land Ineligible for Removal from Preserve.

No land for which a Land Conservation Contract has been executed shall be removed from an agricultural
preserve unless the Contract for the land is also cancelled.

Section 503. Contents of Application for Disestablishments or Diminishments.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for disestablishments or diminishments
are to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:
(1) The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the
name, address and telephone number of the representative.
(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is for the disestablishment or the
diminishment of an agricultural preserve.
(3) The name and map number of the affected agricultural preserve.
(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the affected property.
(5) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in this application.
(6) The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.

(7) A statement as to whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served on the land involved in the

application and the date of the notice of nonrenewal.
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(8) When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner who executed the Contract with the
County, the application for disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by proof of
ownership, such as a copy of the deed.

(9) A Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

(10) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate '

ownerships.

(11) A non-refundable fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for the application.
(12) An Environmental Assessment Form and any additional filing fees as may be appropriate.

Section 504. Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an owner to the Board for cancellation of any
Contract as to all or part of the subject land, which shall be filed with the application for disestablishment
or diminishment of an agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be complete, must contain the
following information:

(1) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land Conservation Contract, listing the preserve
name, map number, and the instrument number of the Contract and the date it was recorded and
signed by the owner or one of the owners authorized to act on behalf of all the owners of the subject
land. Tn the case of one owner authorized to act on behalf of all the owners, a copy of that
authorization shall be attached to the petition for cancellation.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed for deletion from Land
Conservation Contracts, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or
beneficial interest in the property.

(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or
title insurance policy.

(4) A statement outlining the proposed alternative land use for this property.

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate noncontracted property which is both
available and suitable for the proposed alternative land use.

(6) Required property owners’ notification information.

10




(7) A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the

Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.

|| Section 505. Proposed Alternative Land Use.

i he landowner's peuuon for cancellation shall be accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use |
of the land. The proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for these alternative uses and
applicable fees. Forms for these alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning Department.

A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications for the proposed alternative uses of land and
applicable fees shall be returned by the Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.

Section 506. Report of the Planning Director.

After the filing of a completed application, attached petition for cancellation, and applications for proposed
alternative uses of land, the Planning Director shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The
report shall contain the following:
(1) The report of the CAPTAC.
(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.
(3) A recommended motion regarding the application to disestablish or diminish the agricultural
preserve.
(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation |
Contract.
(5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation
Contract.
The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board in conjunction with the proposed
alternative uses of land. The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until it has received
the report of the Planning Director.

Section 507. Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment or Diminishment.

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and

time for public hearing on the application.
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Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and proposed cancellation of a Contract shall be
furnished by the Board to the affected Contract landowner(s) by certified mail directed to him/her at the
last know address to the Board.

Written notice of the proposal to disestablish or alter the boundary and date of the hearing shall be furnished

to the owner of the land by certified mail at his/her latest address. Notice shall also be published pursuant

under Contract, any portion of which is situated within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land to be

i Commission, to every city within the County within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve, to
the Director of the Department of Conservation, to the Director of the Department of Food and Agriculture,
to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, the University of California —
Cooperauve kxtension County ot Riverside, and the County Assessor.

Section 508. Findings for Cancellation of a Contract.

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a Contract only if it makes one of the following
findings:

(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, or

(2) That cancellation is in the public interest.
For the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an existing agricultural use shall not by itself
be sufficient reason for cancellation of the Contract. The uneconomic character of an existing use may be
considered only if there is no other reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be put.

Section 509. Findings for Cancellation Being Consistent with the Land Conservation Act of 1965.

For purposes of finding (1) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be consistent with
the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965 only if the Board makes all of the following findings:
(1) That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to Section
401 of these Rules and Government Code section 51245.
(2) That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.
(3) That cancellation is for an alternative use which is consistent with the applicable provisions of the

County General Plan.

removed from the preserve. In addition, written notice shall be given to the Local Agency Formation |

to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall be furnished by first-class mail to each owner of land
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(4) That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

(5) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to
which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would
provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate
noncontracted land.

Section 510. Findings for Cancellation Being in the Public Interest.

For purposes of finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be in the public
interest only if the Board makes the following findings:
(1) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Land Conservation Act of
1965; and
(2) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to |
which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would
provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate
noncontracted land.

Section 511. Certificate of Tentative Cancellation.

(1) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use of
the land, the Clerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the County Recorder a certificate of
tentative cancellation, which shall set forth the name of the landowner requesting the cancellation,
the: fact that a certificate of cancellation of Contract will be issued and recorded at such time as
specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a description of the conditions and
contingencies which must be satisfied, and a legal description of the property. Conditions to be
satisfied shall include payment in full of the amount of the fee computed under the provisions of
Sections 514 and 515 of these Rules, together with a statement that, unless the fee is paid, or a
certificate of cancellation of Contract is issued within one year from the date of the recording of the
certificate of tentative cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the date of notice described
in paragraph (2) of this section. Any provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion thereof
shall be treated in the manner provided for in the certificate of tentative cancellation. Contingencies

to be satisfied shall include a requirement that the landowner obtain all permits necessary to
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commence the project. The Board may, at the request of the landowner, amend a tentatively

approved specified alternative use if it finds that such amendment is consistent with the findings
made pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules.

(2) The landowner shall notify the Board when the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the
certificate of tentative cancellation have been satisfied. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and
upon a determination that the conditions and contingencies have been satisfied, the Board shall
execute a certificate of final cancellation of Contract and cause the same to be recorded.

(3) If the landowner has been unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the
certificate of tentative cancellation, the landowner shall notify the Board of the particular conditions
or contingencies the landowner is unable to satisfy. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and
upon a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies listed,
the Board shall execute a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a cancellation of Contract
and cause the same to recorded. However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund of any
cancellation fee paid.

Section 512. Findings for Diminishment or Disestablishment.

(1) The Contract has been cancelled or expired for the area requesting diminishment or disestablishment
of the preserve.

(2) The diminishment or disestablishment is in the interest of the public and the State.

(3) The diminishment or disestablishment is for an alternative use that is consistent with the General
Plan and Ordinance No. 348, including Article II.

(4) The identified alternative use is compatible with the surrounding area.

Section 513. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. A decision to diminish or
terminate an agricultural preserve shall be made as follows:
(1) If none of the land is subject to an executed Land Conservation Contract, the decision shall be final
upon the adoption of a resolution by the Board.
(2) If some or all of the land is subject to an executed Contract, the tentative approval of the

disestablishment or diminishment shall be by minute order and the matter shall be referred back to
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the Planning Department for the preparation of the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation in
accordance with the provisions of Section 511 of these Rules for adoption by the Board, or for
preparation of a Certificate of Final Cancellation for adoption by the Board if all conditions of
approval have been completed by the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative
Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall be by resolution.

(1) Prior to any action by the Board giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the
County Assessor shall determine the current fair market value of the land as though it were free of
the contractual restriction. The Assessor shall certify to the Board the cancellation valuation of the
land for the purpose of determining the cancellation fee.

(2) Prior to giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the Board shall determine and
certify to the County Auditor the amount of the cancellation fee which the landowner must pay the
County Treasurer as deferred taxes upon cancellation. That fee shall be an amount equal to 12 %2
percent of the cancellation valuation of the property.

(3) If they find that it is in the public interest to do so, the Board may waive any such payment or any
portion thereof, or may extend the time for making such payment or a portion thereof contingent
upon the future use made of the land and its economic return to the landowner for a period of time
not to exceed the unexpired period of the Contract, had it not been canceled, provided the
requirements set forth in Government Code section 51283 are met.

Deferred taxes collected under the provisions of this section shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer

§ . . . .
to the State Controller in accordance with the requirements of Government Code section 51283(d).

Section 515. Additional Deferred Taxes.

In addition to the fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules, the Board shall require the payment of

' additional deferred taxes, determined according to the provisions of Government Code section 51283.1.

The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as the cancellation

fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules.
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DIVISION VI
COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Section 601. Function of the Committee.

The function of the CAPTAC is to review and prepare a report on applications involving agricultural
preserves, and to advise the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County and on
any matters relating to Contracts entered into pursuant to these Rules.

Section 602. Composition of the Committee.

The CAPTAC shall be composed of the members of the Planning Commission. The Chair of the Planning
Conmumnission shall act as Chair of the CAPTAC. The Office of County Counsel shall provide legal advice
to the CAPTAC upon request.

Section 603. Transmittal of Documents.

Upon filing of an application involving an agricultural preserve, the Planning Director shall prepare and
transmit to each member of the CAPTAC a copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions,
a vicinity map, and a proposed boundary map.

Section 604. Meetings.

The CAPTAC shall meet at the call of the Planning Director.

Section 605. Contents of Report.

The repuit ol the CAPTAC shall be prepared by the Planning Director and shall contain:

(1) A statement as to whether or not the CAPTAC recommends approval of the application and the
reasons for said recommendation.

(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.

(3) If the application submitted is to establish a preserve or to add lands to an existing preserve, the
report shall also include the CAPTAC’s factual findings as to the following:
(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding land.
(b) Present land use of land proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding properties.
(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the preserve is presently employed in an

agricuiturai use and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon.
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(d) I'he agncultural commodities that may be grown on the property proposed to be included in the
preserve taking into consideration the said type, water availability and other conditions that may
affect the growing of crops.

(¢) Whether or not the existing or proposed agricultural use of the land constitutes or could
constitute a nuisance, public or private, to the surrounding lands.

(f) The current assessed valuation and the estimated reduction in assessed valuation if the real
property proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a Land Conservation Contract.

(g) A list of any cities that are within one mile of the proposed boundaries of the preserve, and any
comments expressed by such a city on the application.

(h) The existence of any historic or scenic value to the lands proposed to be included in the preserve.

(i) The acreages of each land owner included in the application and the total acreage.

(4) If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve or to delete lands from a preserve, the report

(5) Any public comments received on the application.

shall also include the CAPTAC’s findings and conclusions as to the following:

(a) Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to the Williamson Act and Section
401 of these Rules.

(b) Whether the cancellation is likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural
use.

(c) Whether the proposed alternative use of land is consistent with the provisions of the County
General Plan.

(d) Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

(e) Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use
to which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, whether the development of the contracted
land would provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of

proximate noncontracted land.
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DIVISION VII
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

|| Section 701.  Filing of Map and Resolution.

Whenever an agricultural preserve is established, and so long as it shall be in effect, a map of such
agricultural preserve and the resolution under which the preserve was established shall be filed and kept
current with the County Recorder.

Section 702. Filing of Map with State Director of Food and Agriculture.

On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning Director shall file with the State Director
of Food and Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all agricultural preserves in existence at
the end of the preceding fiscal year.

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and Simultaneous Entry into New Contract.

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties may be their mutual agreement rescind a
Contract in order simultaneously to enter into a new Contract pursuant to these Rules which new Contract
would enforceably restrict the same property for an initial term at least as long as the unexpired term of the
Contact being so rescinded but not less than 10 years. Such action may be taken notwithstanding the prior
serving of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former Contract.

Section 704. Minimum Lot Sizes Within Agricultural Preserves.

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultural preserve, the total number of lots shall be
determined pursuant to the General Plan for Riverside County and any applicable zoning classification,
whichever is more restrictive. In any event, no parcel shall be created that is below the minimum size of 10
acres.

Section 705. Filing Period for Agricultural Preserves.

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an agricultural preserve shall be received on or
after November 1 of any year until March 1 of the following year.

Section 706. Fees.

The fee for an application to create a preserve or add lands to a preserve shall be $400 plus $40 for each
Owner's Petition filed with the application. There will also be a $25 Contract fee if the application is

approved. The fee for an application to terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. The

18




| || appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not refundable. There shall be no fee for an
2 || application initiated by the Board of Supervisors, provided, however, that the $40 fee for each Owner’s

3 || Petition shall be payable with the Contract fee when the property is proposed to be placed under a Land

|| Conservation Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25.

5 || Section 707. ~ Effective Date |
6 || These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed on or after March 1, 1985. All applications
7 || filed prior to that date, and not finally acted upon by that date, shall not be finally determined until the

8 ||information required by these amended Rules and Regulations have been supplied.
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Board of Supervisors

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-016

AMENDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS

GOVERNING AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Abstain:

IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

Medina, Spiegel, Washington, Perez, and Gutierrez

None

None

None

The foregoing is certified to be a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by said Board of

Supervisors on the date therein set forth.

KIMBERLY A. RECTOR,

By:

f said Board

| I

Deputy

02/03/2026 Item 23.1
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Notice ID: JFEQAQTJf8KMnSjRWwWW3

Invoice Text: NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF

RIVERSIDE COUNTY ON AN AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 IN ALL
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing at
which all interested persons will be heard, will be held before the Board of
Supervisors of Riverside County, California, on the 1st Floor Board Chambers,
County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, on Tuesday, February 3,
2026 at 9:30 A.M. or as soon as possible thereafter, to consider the Planning
Commission's recommendation to approve amendment to Resolution No. 84-526
(AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND CAPTAC). Conduct a public hearing and
recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations Governing
Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that
forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee
(CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the hearing body
formation from the current makeup to the Planning Commission, establishing
Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision cleanups to become
consistent with State law. The Riverside County Planning Department and the
Planning Commission recommend that the Board of Supervisors to AMEND
Resolution No. 84-526 and ADOPT Resolution No. 2026-016. On December 17,
2025, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the project as stated to
the Board of Supervisors on a vote of 4-0. The Planning Department meeting
documents for the proposed project may be viewed online under the Planning
Commission hearing date on the Public Hearing page of the Planning Department
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The Press-Enterprise that a publlic hearing at which
3512 14 Street all : lntelrestel-ld persons will

; ) P be heard, willl be held hefore

Riverside, Ca"m”;'g 92501 the Board of Supervisors of
(951) 368-9229 Riverside County, Californla, on

tche ]TST l—;\lo!or‘ Eliotclr(;lChcuCnbe;rs,
: ; ounty daministrative Center,
County of Riverside - Clerk of the Board 4080 _Lemon _Street, Riverside,
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Riverside, California 92502 thereafter, to conslder the
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Publication: The Press-Enterprise amendment to Resolution No. 84-526
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I am a citizen of the United States. | am over the age of

. . N Commisslon, establishing
eighteen years and not party to or interested in the above- Agrlcultur(?u Preserve
entiled matter. 1 am an authorized representative of THE 3%0;5,'2,?" e s gnd genti
PRESS-ENTERPRISE, a newspaper of general circulation, consistent with State 1aw.
printed and published daily in the County of Riverside, and The Riverside County Planning
which newspaper has been adjudicated a newspaper of LDg{::ﬂwr]t‘rsns?gg rg&glmmgmﬁlﬁg;wmg
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of Board of Supervisors to AMEND
Riverside, State of California, under date of April 25, 1952, sg:gm:g: N"L°-20324é_502156 and ADOPT
Case Number 54446, under date of March 29, 1957, Case ' ’

on December 17, 2025,
Number 65673, under date of August 25, 1995, Case Number pridd Blanning Cobarissian
267864, and under date of September 16, 2013, Case rec(l)m;‘nendeteclT c;ptpr?'vals of Ithef
. : H i project as stared 1o the Board o
Num.ber RIC 1309013; that the ngtlce, qf whlqh the annexed is S Uperyisars oh o voie of 40, The
a printed copy, has been published in said newspaper in F;I(mnmgT Denar'nnem meenng:
accordance with the instructions of the person(s) requesting f)?cc;refgenn?uyfol;e viewed online
publication, and not in any supplement thereof on the following under the Planning Commlission
e hearing date on the Publlc
dates, to wit: Hearing page of the Planning
D’epaﬂ‘men'r TIwens.lfe: /pht'fplsl://
planning.rciima.org ublic-

01/11/2026 Hearings.

| certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the Eg‘égggrﬁg%mgog@cﬁg?g

foregoing is true and correct. PLEASE CONTACT  JOHN

BLANNER, AT (951) 9553200 OR
Date: January 11, 2026. EMAIL  PLANNING@RIVCO
At: Riverside, California ORG.

Any person wishing fo testify
In support of or In opposition to

the prolect may do so In writing

. . between the date of this notice and

the publlic hearing or may appear

O/@ and be heard at the time and

) place notfecl cxbclnve.l A‘Il wtrlt;en

i comments recelved prior to the

Signature public hearing wlll be submitted

to the Board of Supervisors and

the Board of Supervisors will

consider such comments, In

addition to any oral testimony,

before making a decislon on the
prolect.

If you challenge the above Item
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In court, you may be limlted to
ralsing only those lIssves you or
someone else ralsed at the public
hearing described 1n this notice,
or In written correspondence
to the Planning Department or
Board of Supervisors at, or prior
to, the publlic hearing. Be advised
that as a result of the public
hearing and the conslderation of
all publlc comment, written and
oral, the Board of Supervisors
may amend, In whole or In part,
the prolect and/or the related
environmental document.
Accordingly, the deslgnations,
development standards, deslgn or
Improvements, or any properties
or lands within the boundaries
of the prolect, may be changed
In a way other than specifically
proposed.

Alternative formats avallable
upon  request to Indlviduals
with disabliitles. If you requlre
reasonable accommodation,
please contact Clerk of the Board
at (951) 955-1069.

Please send all written
correspondence to: Clerk of
the Board, 4080 Lemon Street,
1st Floor, Post Offlce Box 1147,
Rlverslide, CA 92502-1147 or emall
cob@rlvco.org.

Dated: January 8, 2026
Kimberly A. Rector, Clerk of the
Board

By: Naomy Sicra, Clerk of the
Board Assistan

The Press-Enterprise

Published: 1/11/26
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Naomy Sicra

Riverside County-Board Of Sup.
4080 Lemon ST # 127
Riverside CA 92501-3609

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Desert Sun, a newspaper published in the city of Palm
Springs, Riverside County, State of California, and personal
knowledge of the facts herein state and that the notice hereto
annexed was Published in said newspapers in the issue:

PDS desertsun.com 01/11/2026
PDS Palm Springs Desert Sun 01/11/2026

and that the fees charged are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before on 01/11/2026

Notary, State of WI, Cou(% of Za1wn h)

My commission expires \

Publication Cost: $290.42

Tax Amount: $0.00

Payment Cost: $290.42

Order No: 11988736 # of Copies:
Customer No: 1252599 1

PO #:

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Please do not use this form for payment remittance.

VICKY FELTY
Notary Public

State of Wisconsin

PO Box 631437 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1437

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY ON AN AMEND-
MENT TO RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 IN ALL SUPERVISORIAL
DISTRICTS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing at which all
interested persons will be heard, will be held before the
Board of Supervisors of Riverside County, California, on the
1st Floor Board Chambers, County Administrative Center,
4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, on Tuesday, February 3,
2026 at 9:30 A.M. or as soon as possible thereafter, to
consider the Planning Commission’s recommendation to
approve amendment to Resolution No. 84-526 (AGRICUL-
TURAL PRESERVES AND CAPTAC). Conduct a public hear-
ing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the
Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in
Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that
forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical
Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments
include a change in the hearing body formation from the
current makeup to the Planning Commission, establishing
Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general
provision cleanups to become consistent with State law.
The Riverside County Planning Department and the Plan-
ning Commission recommend that the Board of Supervisors
to -

On December 17, 2025, the Planning Commission recom-
mended approval of the project as stated to the Board of
Supervisors on a vote of 4-0. The Planning Department
meeting documents for the proposed project may be
viewed online under the Planning Commission hearing date
on the Public Hearing page of the Planning Department
website: htt ing.rctima.org ic- ings.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS PROJECT,
PLEASE CONTACT JOHN HILDEBRAND, PROJECT PLANNER,
AT (951) 955-3200 OR EMAIL PLANNING@RIVCO.ORG.

Any person wishing to testify in support of or in opposition
to the project may do so in writing between the date of this
notice and the public hearing or may appear and be heard
at the time and place noted above. All written comments
received prior to the public hearing will be submitted to the
Board of Supervisors and the Board of Supervisors will
consider such comments, in addition to any oral testimony,
before making a decision on the project.

If you challenge the above item in court, you may be limited
to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at
the public hearing described in this notice, or in written
correspondence to the Planning Department or Board of
Supervisors at, or prior to, the public hearing. Be advised
that as a result of the public hearing and the consideration
of all public comment, written and oral, the Board of Super-
visors may amend, in whole or in part, the project and/or
the related environmental document. Accordingly, the
designations, development standards, design or improve-
ments, or any properties or lands within the boundaries of
the project, may be changed in a way other than specifically
proposed.

Alternative formats available upon request to individuals
with disabilities. If you require reasonable accommodation,
please contact Clerk of the Board at (951) 955-1069.

Please send all written correspondence to: Clerk of the
Board, 4080 Lemon Street, 1st Floor, Post Office Box 1147,
Riverside, CA 92502-1147 or email Drivco.org.

Dateg: January 8, 2026 Kimberly A. Rector, Clerk of the
Boar

By: Naomy Sicra, Clerk of the Board Assistant

January 11,2026 11988736
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SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ITEM: 3.79
(ID # 25713)

MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, August 27, 2024

FROM : TLMA-PLANNING

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY/PLANNING: Initiation
of an amendment to Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) and Resolution No. 84-526
(Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County) to
update the rules and procedures related to the formation and operations of the Comprehensive
Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), incorporate any new changes
from the Williamson Act within local law, and generally update the procedures related to
agricultural preserves, pursuant to Government Code section 51200 et seq. All Districts.
[$25,000 Total Cost — Department Budget 100%)]

RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Board of Supervisors:

1. ADOPT an order initiating an amendment to Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves)
and Resolution No. 84-526 (Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural
Preserves in Riverside County) to amend the rules and procedures related to the
formation and operations of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical
Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), incorporate any new changes from the Williamson Act
within local law, and generally update the procedures related to agricultural preserves;
and

2. DIRECT the Planning Department and County Counsel to prepare and process the
amendment to Ordinance No. 509 and Resolution No. 84-526.

ACTION:Policy

/

”~
JLy/n Hildebrand, Pianning

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Page 1 of 3 ID# 25713 379



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost
COST $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0
NET COUNTY COST $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0

SOURCE OF FUNDS: Department Budget 100% Budget Adjustment: No

For Fiscal Year: 24/25

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: Approve
BACKGROUND:

Summary
This is an initiation to amend Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) and Resolution No.

84-526 (Amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside
County) to update the rules and procedures related to the formation and operations of the
Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), incorporate
any new changes from the Williamson Act within local law, and generally update the procedures
related to agricultural preserves. The existing procedures related to the creation, diminishment,
and disestablishment of agricultural preserves were adopted by Resolution No. 84-526 on
November 6, 1984. Prior to a hearing before the Board of Supervisors on the creation,
diminishment, or disestablishment of an agricultural preserve, the County is required to have
CAPTAC review and prepare a report on each application. The CAPTAC members are currently
made up of the Planning Department, Agricultural Commissioner, USDA Soil Conservation
Service, UCR Cooperative Extension, County Assessor, and County Open Space Resources
Committee (which is no longer in existence). Additionally, Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural
Preserves), adopted on November 28, 1966, along with two (2) subsequent amendments,
further defines the types of land uses which are deemed compatible with agricultural preserves
and their operations throughout Riverside County. This amendment process includes recision of
Resolution No. 84-526, and amendment of Ordinance No. 509, to update current rules and
regulations, pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act, specifically Government Code
section 51200 et seq.

Initiation Process

The Board of Supervisors Policy No. A-67 requires initiation of all ordinance amendments by the
Board of Supervisors with the adoption of an order by an affirmative majority vote. If initiated,
the proposed amendment will begin the land use review process which includes applicable
environmental analysis, community outreach, and public hearings.

Impact on Residents and Businesses

The proposed ordinance amendment would result in modifications to the rules and regulations
governing the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC)
meetings, pursuant to current State law. Impacts to residents and businesses will be negligible.

Page 2 of 3 ID# 25713 379



SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Additional Fiscal Information

The total cost to complete this ordinance amendment is approximately $25,000, which is funded
through NCC budget allocation. The planning process for this Project will commence upon
initiation approval and will be completed this year. The above costs include funds that will be

spent on drafting the ordinance amendment, environmental considerations, noticing, and public
hearings.

EXHIBITS:

A. Resolution No. 84-526 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)
B. Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves)

—
=

Jason FérinA, Principal Management Analyst 8/21/2024

Aaron Gettis, Chief of Depu nty Counsel 8/19/2024

Page 3 of 3 ID# 25713 379



Agenda Iltem No.

3.4
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE (ID # 29332)
PLANNING DEPARTMENT MEETING DATE:
STAFF REPORT Wednesday, December 17, 2025

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING AG PRESERVES
IN RESOLUTION NO. 84-526 (AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND CAPTAC) — Exempt from
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemption) — Applicant: County of Riverside — All Supervisorial
Districts — REQUEST: Conduct a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution
amending the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County
attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve
Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the
hearing body formation from the current makeup to the Planning Commission, establishing
Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general provision cleanups to become consistent
with State law — Project Planner: John Hildebrand at (951) 955-3200, or email at
planning@rivco.org.

PROPOSED PROJECT

Case Number(s): Resolution No. 84-526
Environmental Type: Exemption

Area Plan No. N/A

Zoning Area/District: N/A

Supervisorial District: All Districts

Project Planner: John Hildebrand
Project APN(s): N/A

Continued From:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION

Conduct a public hearing to consider amendments to the Rules and Regulations Governing
Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the
Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body.

Amendments include a change in the hearing body formation from the current makeup to the
Planning Commission, establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general
provision cleanups to become consistent with State law.

The related Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) will be reviewed in the future for
possible amendments and general cleanup to the allowed uses within an established

Page 1 of 4 ID# 29332 34




COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE PLANNING DEPARTMENT
STAFF REPORT

agricultural preserve. No amendments to Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves) are
proposed at this time.

PROJECT RECOMMENDATION

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

FIND that the project is EXEMPT from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
pursuant to Sections 15061 (b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions); and,

ADOPT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION NO. 2025-XXX to replace and supersede
Resolution No. 84-526, which amends the Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural
Preserves in Riverside County, based upon the findings and conclusions provided in this staff
report.

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Background:

Resolution No. 84-526’s attached Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in
Riverside County (Rules and Regulations) is the guiding document that sets forth the rules for
administration of the County’s agricultural preserves. It provides for the formation of the
Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), which is the
hearing body that makes decisions related to the establishment, disestablishment,
diminishment, and enlargement of agricultural preserves within the unincorporated areas of
Riverside County. The Resolution and attached Rules and Regulations are dated December 18,
1984, and as such, has become outdated and inconsistent with newer State law changes
related to agricultural preserves. Furthermore, formation of the CAPTAC hearing body has
become increasingly challenging and, oftentimes, a quorum is not obtained. The Rules and
Regulations currently state that members of CAPTAC shall include representatives from the
following organizations:

1) Agricultural Commissioner

2) U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service

3) University of California — Cooperative Extension, County of Riverside
4) County Assessor

A proposed change to the Rules and Regulations will amend the CAPTAC formation,

transferring approving authority to the Riverside County Planning Commission. In addition to
this change, there are general cleanup provision updates and minor additions to reflect State

Page 2 of 4 ID# 29332 34




COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE PLANNING DEPARTMENT
STAFF REPORT

law changes, such as hearing notices and definitions, and correcting typographic errors and
updating administrative practices to reflect actual practice. Further changes include a
reorganization coupled with additions to explicitly state findings, related to each of the
agricultural preserves case types: establishment, enlargement, and diminishment.

The related Ordinance No. 509 (Agricultural Preserves), contains uses that are allowed within
an established agricultural preserve, which was first adopted November 28, 1966, along with
two subsequent amendments on March 3, 1988, and June 16, 1988. At this time, no changes to
the ordinance are proposed. However, as a phase Il effort staff will be reviewing the list of uses
and provide amendment suggestions and conduct community outreach.

The Board of Supervisors initiated these changes to the Rules and Regulations on August 27,
2024, directing staff to prepare the amendment and bring back to the Board for consideration.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW / ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS

This proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review,
pursuant State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions). The
project includes a reformation of a hearing body and amended language to become
consistent with State law, related to agricultural preserves. There is no grading or construction
associated with this project and therefore, no physical environmental impacts.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

In order for the County to approve a proposed project, the following findings are required
to be made:

Findings and Conclusion:

1. Due to the existing complicated makeup of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve
Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC), as stated in Resolution No. 84-526’s attached
Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County, and the
obligation of outside agencies to participate on the Committee, this amendment will transfer
approving authority to the Riverside County Planning Commission. This will increase
efficiency through the use of an existing and regularly scheduled hearing body, and ensure
a quorum is obtained.

2. Resolution No. 84-526 was approved December 18, 1984 and as such, is now inconsistent
with some State law provisions. The amendments to the Rules and Regulations Governing
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COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE PLANNING DEPARTMENT
STAFF REPORT

Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County include updated noticing requirements, explicitly
stating and reorganizing the findings associated with each of the agricultural preserve case
types, and general cleanup of the entire document.

3. For the reasons discussed above, the proposed project conforms to all the requirements of
the General Plan and with all applicable requirements of State law and the ordinances of
Riverside County. Moreover, the proposed project would not be detrimental to the health,
safety or general welfare of the community, as there are no physical environmental impacts.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH

This project was advertised in the Press Enterprise and Desert Sun Newspapers. As of the
writing of this report, Planning Staff has not received any written communication or phone calls
either in support or opposition to the proposed project.

ATTACHMENTS
EXHIBITS:
A. Board of Supervisors Initiation — August 27, 2024
B. Resolution No. 84-526 (Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves)
C. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves — Redline / Strikeout Changes
D. Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves — Draft Clean Version

Page 4 of 4 ID# 29332 34
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Board of Supervisors

County of Riverside

RESOLUTION NO. 84-526

AMENDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES
IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

WHEREAS, The Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural

Preserves in Riverside County, as adopted by the Board of
Supervisors pursuant to Section 51231 of the Government Code,

reguire certain amendments; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Board of

)]
b2
o,
n}
<
-
0
8]
w

on November 6, 1984, on the proposed Rul

Governing Agricultural Preserves;

now, therefore,

RESOLVED, DETERMINED -AND ORDERED by

of the County of Riverside, State of California,

regular session assembled on December 18, 1984, that the document
entitled Rules and Regulationé Governing Agricultural Preservas in

Riverside County, dated December 18, 1984, is hereby adopted,

2 Govarnment

rules

tural preserves in

Roll Call resulted as follows:

Ayes: Abraham, Dunlap, Ceniceros, Younglove and Larson
Noes: None.
Absent: None
et L rla
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'J Beard
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-dlsestabllsh or dlmlnlsh agrlcultural oreserves, establlshed in

.,RlverSLde County Dursuant to the Callfornla Land Conservatlon Act.’

“509 of Rlverside Coun*y;f All agrlcultural preserves must be ln

- Regulations Governing Ag IlCLl l Preserves shall b‘= deemed to
g :

Section 101. Findings.

o RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES iNTRIVERSIDE CCUNTY
The following Rules and Regulations are adopted pursuant
te,California Government Ccde Section 51231 and shall govern the
administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for

1n1t1at1ng, filing and processxng requests to establlsh ehlérge,

of 1965 (Government Code Sectlons 51200 et seg ) and Ordlnance No,“e

[ T I

Bt

.onrormance “with +hese Rules and all ptov351ons ‘of the Wllllamson~

Act.

caxd declares that these Rules shall be construed as
a continuation of the existing Rules and Regulations Governing

Agriﬁultural P“ ves and not as a new enactment, excep as- t¢

prov1smons of these Rules whlch are’ 1nconsxstent therewzth “and

any aoollﬂatlon prev;ous’y approved under the exxstlng Rules and

comply with these-Rules. ' o .= -

= ‘ DIVISION I

GZNIRAL PROVISIONS .

The County flnds that these Rules are necessary for the promotlon
of the general welfare and the protectlon of the publlc interest

in that:
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(a)

(b}

7;1nterest and w111 -be of beneflt to urban dw elie

9]

services to community residents. - -~ - < - oS

l—!

jon

The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply
of agricultural land is necessary to the conservation of the
County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for
the maintenance of the agricultural economy of the County,
but also for the assurance of adeguate, healthful and
nutritious food for future residents of the County.

The discoufagehent of prematurée an@ unnecessary conversion

o;-agrlcultural land. to urban uses is a mat er_of public

- - Tt o 2 +~-o.-". E -~ =

fpattarns WHLCH unnecessarlly crease - he costs of commuq;*y_

i

e
m
9

= - o b . T dme = 7 - I~ - =
n a idly .urbanizing. society agriculcural lands have 2
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agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an

1mporeant phv31ca1, soc1al, aesehetlc and ernOWlC as:e‘ t:

- - oy = e

x*stlng and pendlng urban or metropol*tan developments.

Section 182, Definitions. R

(b)

{c)

purposes.,
"agricultural use" means use of land for the purpose of

preducing an agficultural'commodity for commercial pﬁrposes;

"Agricultural preserve" or "preserve" means an area devoted

to those agricultural or other uses allowed under the

¢

rs themselves:-

’that tt”Wlil drscourage dlscqp+1guous ufban development =
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{d)
(e)

(£)

(h)

(1)

Rules. .’f «'--{

practical alternative for the use which is proposed for the

provisions of the Land Conse&vation Act of 1965, and those
compatible uses as designated and established by the Board
after notice and hearing. |

"Board" means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.
"Compatible use" is any use so defined in Ordinance No. 509

of Riverside County.

"Contract®™ means a Land Conservation Contract executed

between the County and the landowner in accordance with these

(g)*‘"Coun*y meaﬁs the Countyiof Rlver51de, State of Callfornla.

- e A AR e - NS & 5 favm

"Land Conservatlon Act ofa1965“ mpans thos° prOV’SlODS

o
il

300

’J

the Califsrnia'éove:nmen‘ Code éommencing“with Section 51
land ané which is also known as

illiamson Act.

,"Proximate, noncontracted land" means land not restricted by

contract pursuan+ to ‘hose Pulns, which is sqfficiently close

1

to *and whlch is so res -rlCted bhat it can serve as a -

- " 114 - n T 1 - - o) =
(j}-- "Rules" means these "Rules and Regulations Goverrnin
: - - -
Acricultural Preserves in Rivsrsiisz Zzunty.'

-

511 of these Rules, means that salient features .of the
propesed use can be served by land not restricted by contract
pursuant to these Rules, Such nonrestricted land may be a

single parcel or may be a combination of contiguous or

discontiguous parcels.
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DIVISION II

ESTABLISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Section 201.

Agricultural Preserve Application,

Any landowner or group of landowners may
to the Board to establish an agricultural

the size of the preserve. An application
P

or to’énlarge'a preserve may also be init

initiate an application
pPreserve or to enlarge

to establish a

=g

reserve

lated by the Board on.

combined.

recommenda 1on of

be actad upon Ln*ll tne Owner Petltlon for oach owner of any

parcel of land

1neluded w1th1n phe appllca+1on has peen iw

for Preservas, S

eéngaged in an agricultural use compatibls
{4 -

f

or any cother use delineated in the Land ”onse* ration Act oFf

*965~‘s e’lg*nle to be vncludnd in an agrlcultural Drnse*vn -..No

o, S .

agrlcul urai p;es

rve shall b° establlshed that completely

su rounds lznd d°vo;=d to an agrvcul u;aT use or compatible. usa

that is not lncluded-w~th_n the preserve., - LT e

Bize of ?:éserve‘
WO agrizultural pre erve shall De established unless it contai-=

100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however, in

order to meet this requirement two or more parcels may be

Enlargements of existing agricultural preserves shall
consist of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing

agricultural preserve.

he Open Spac= Resources Comm1t+ee but shall no*-

iled 57}
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‘ Ll Best ¢ 04. Agricultural Preserve Zoning.
5 only land that currently has agricultural zoning as defined in
3 ordinance No. 348, Section 21.3: or‘ for which the applicant has
" filed a request for a change of zone €O such zoning, shall be
5 included within an agricultural preserve. The request for a
8 change of zone, if necessary, shall be filed concurrently with the
" agricultural preserve application. An environmental assessment
8 shall be reguired for the change of zone request.
9
10 Section 205. Contents of Applications for Establishments or
11 Enlargements.
15 The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications
13 for es=ablighments cr enlargements are to be made. An
. 14 anplicazion, toc be complete, must contain the Zfollowing
15 information:
16 (1} The name of the applicant and his address and telephone
17 number. If the applicant has a representative, the name,
18 address and telephone number of the representative.
19 (2) & statement setting Zforth whether the basis of the
20 application is the esteblishment or enlargement of an
o agricultural preserve.
22%. e % lazgal dsscription of the exterior bounfasiss S the iamc
o3 o he included within the agricultural praserve.
o4 (4) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved
o5 in the appl%cation.A
26 (5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in
.' 27 the application.
28 -
D J. GEERLINGS .
P S . 5
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(6)

(7)

(8)

" Secti

An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land
involved in the application. A hushand and wife, a
partnership, a corporation, a trust, or a joint ownership

shall be considered as one own

1

>
- .

A map of the land affected by

¢t

he application showing the
properties belonging to the separate ownerships.

A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of
these Rules for each application and for each Owner's

Petition.

on _206. Owner's Petition for Establishments or Enlargemeni

ED e

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of zac

compl

(4)

el of land listed in an application for the creation of =
rve or the addition of lané %“o0 ar existing preservs whick
be filed with the application. The petition shall be on
provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be
ete, must cqntain the following information:

The name of the owner petitioner.

interest under & <trust &é=eé in ths property

If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized
statement form said partnership or corporation indicating
that the pe;itioner is authorized to act on behalf of the
partnership or corporation, shall be included,

A complete legal description of boundaries of the

petitioner's property as shown in the deed or title insurance

policy.

.
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{(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any
- agricultural commodities produced on the land.
(6) A copy of a Soil Conservation Plan prepared by the Soil.

. Conservation Service or written authorization for the Soil
Conservation Service to release this information o the
Assessor.

(7) The acreage amount and the assessment number of the property
proposed to be included in the preserve.

A petition that does not contain the above information shall be

returned by the Planning Director along with the application it is

part of as being incomplete.

saction 207. Report of the Planning Director.

After the filing of a completed application and any attached owner
petitions, the Pl;nning Director shall prepare a report on tae
application for the Board. The report shall contain. the
following:

(1) The report of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve
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consistent with the general plan.

(3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve
proposed to be established or any land proposed to be adced
to an established preserve.

(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish

or enlarge an agricultural preserve.
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(5)

A legal description of the exterior boundaries of

to be included within the agricultural preserve.

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the

Board within 60 days after a completed application is filed wit
the Planning Director.
The Board will not establish a preserve , or add lands to zan

preserve, until it has received the report of the

Planning Director or until the time within which the Plannin

Director has to report has elapsed.

Section 208.

the land

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director,
thz elazpse of the time witiin which the rsport should have besen
received, the Clerk cf the Board shall set the date and tims ::
public hearing on the application. {3a- &7 ﬂa%fﬁ {24 Y %*7 &

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Secticn &0
of the Government Code and shall include a legal des ption, o
the assessor's parcel number, of the land which is proposeé to

included within the preserv

Writ=en notice, at least two wesks befors the hezaring, shall ze
Civen ToH TLe WoeEl LiEmnIy SOINZTiIST CORmASELLR @NC TT eneElE Tl

61

given to the applicant, his representative and to every owner of

land to be included within the preserve.

Section 209. Decision of the Board to Establish or Enlarge

a Preserve,

Enlargement,.

oy
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Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render

its decision.

(1) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve
shall be a tentative approval. The Planning Department will
give notice to all owners of real property within the
proposed preserve that they have 90 days after the date of of

of the Board to establish or enlarge an agricultural pre

(0]

erve

Hh

shall be made after all executed contracts have been 3

' - )
[}

with the Planning Department. The final approval

establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be by Board

%0 days, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda Ior

Y

Bozar

o
by
0]

2) & decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an
agricultural preserve shall be final at the time of initial

Jdecision and shall be by minute order of the Board.

. | oy,

resolution. If contracts are not executed or returned within
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DIVISION IIIX

LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS

Section 301. Lands Eligible for Contracts.

Only these lands designated by the County as agricultural
preserves, and located within an approved or tentatively approved
agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses are
eligible to be the subject of a land conservation contract betwsen

the County and the landowner.

A filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall
accompany the f£iling of the application.
The application shall state whether or not the land is presently

devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is.

Section 303. Form of Contract and Conditions.

The conditions of the contract shall be similar for 2ll preserves
ant 222l be o FaTp: Eunslied I the Counsy @mf s@ggoneé by hs
Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within

the contracts for preserves so long as such differences are
related to differences in location and characteristics of the land
and comply with these Rules and the the reguirements of the
Williamson Act.

Every land conservation contract shall:
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Section 304.

)

Provide for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural,
and other than those compatible with agricultural uses, for
the duration of the contract.

Shall be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all

in interest of the owner. Whenever land under

successors

contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise,

independent of any other owner of a portion of the divided

land, any of the rights of the owner in the original

contract, including the right to give notice of nonrenewal

and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such

action by the owner of a parcel created by the division of

land under contract shall imputed to the owners of ths

no eiiect

Report to Board.

Fa
r TOo

the contract being signed by the Board, the

]
1)
o |
jen
}
0

shall report to the Board on whether or not the

o}

to be the subject of a land conservation contract.

within the County of its intention

which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries oZ

that city.

Such notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to

the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the

execution of such a contract.
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"unless notice of nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of

Section 306. Term of Contract.

Each contract shall be for an initial term of no less than 10

vears. Each contract shall provide that on the anniversary date

& b e
of the contract

or such other annual date as specified by +he

contract a year shall be added automatically to the term

these Rules,

Section 307. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a contract with
a landowner pursuant to thess Rules, the Clerk of the Board of

Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy o

h
()
2 o
]

contract, which shall describe the land subject thereto, together
with & reference Lo the map showing the loceation ©of the
agricultural preserve in which the property lies. From and afzsr
the time o0f such recordation such contract shall impart such

notice thereof to all persons as is afforded by the recording laws

of the State of California,

If either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to
renew the contract, that party shall serve written notice of
nonrenewal of the contract upon the other party in advance of the
annual renewal date of the contract. Unless such written notice

is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal

12
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nonrenewal, the owner may make a written

date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date,
the contract shall be considered renewed as provided in Section
306 of these Rules.
Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of

protest of the notice

O
h

nonrenewal. The County may, at any time prior to the renewal

date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the

Board to serve a notice of nonrenewal on

a portion of the owner's

land within an individual agricultural preserve, the notice of

nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the contract for all of the

owner's land within an individual preserve.

402. Notice of Nonrs

newzl ©

s
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Q
1
et
! 2
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0
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mn

1

Agricultural Preserv

t
[}

Upon reguest by the owner, the Board may authorize the owner to
serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion of the land under a

contract.

1

shall be

nonranewal
'copy of the de=d.The notice of nonrenewal shall be
submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706

of these Rules.

Section 404. Term Following Notice of Nonrenewal.
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If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year
not to renew the contract, the existing contract shall remain in

effect Zor the balance of the period remaining since the original

execution or the last renewal of the contract, as the case mav be.

DIVISION V

DISESTABLISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Section 501. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural

Preserve.

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application

to terminate or diminish the size of a preserve,

Ne lzné fcr whi

shall ba removed from an agricultura

i
19)
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for the land is also cancelled.

N T P S St m T ARe s awa b, mam = A T
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information:
(1) The name of the applicant and his address and telephone
number. If the applicant has a representative, the name,

address and telephone number of the representative.

14




(S I € I A R o

(3]

[C- T

25
26

@ 7
28

D J. GEERLINGS
NTY COUNSEL
SUITE 300

(2)

(3}

(4)

,m
~1
=

(P

(12)

A statement setting forth whether the basis of the
application is for the disestablishment or the diminishment
of an agricultural preserve.

The name and map ndmber of the affected agricultural
preserve.

A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the

affected property.

Fh

The names and addrssses of the owners of the land involved

in this application.
The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in
the application.

Y

- - -y} E= b &
A statz2ment as 20 whether notice

a of nonreneawal has been
served on the land involved in the zpplication andéd the dats

nonrenswal,

of the notice of
When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner
who executed the contract with the County, the application
proof of ownership, such as a copy of the

A DPetition for Cancellation of

Section 706 ol

Form and any additional

fees as may be appropriate.

disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by
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Section 504. Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an
owner to the Board for cancellation of any contract as to all or
part of the subject land, which shall be filed with t¢he
application for disestablishment or diminishment of an
agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be
complete, must contain the following information:

(1) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land
Conservation Contract, listing the preserve name, map number,
and the instrument number of the contract and the date it was
recorded and signed by the owner or one of the owners
authorizéd to act on behalf of all

the owners of the subject

land. In the cese oI one ownar zuthorized <o act in behald
of 'all the owners, a copy of that authorization shail be
attached to the petition for cancellation.

(2} The names and addresses of record owners of the property
proposed for deletion from Land Conservation Contracts,

including the names and addresses of all persons holding

m

mortgage or beneficial interest in the property.

| - S - L :
(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the
e b - % = 2 dod e T :
petitionar's property asz shown in the deed cr titie insurznce
DOLLEY s
- Y Y ~ o N o % e - T~ - ~ <y -
(&} A statemsnt outlining the proposed alternaitive lanl use oo

this property.

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate
noncontracted property which is both available and suitable
for the proposed alternative land use.

(6) Reguired property owners notification information.

1€




. 1 || A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above
2 information shall be returned by the Planning Director along with

the application as being incomplete.

3

4

5 'Section 505. Proposed 2lternative Land Use.

¢l The landowner's petition for cancellation shall be accompanied by
7|l @ proposal for a specified alternative use of the land. The

8| proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for

.these alternative uses and applicable fees. Forms for these
§

10 alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning

B

13 || Department.

1ol A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications fo:

g the propcsed alternative uses of land and applicable fess ghell be
. 34l Teturned by the Planning Directcr along with the application as

15| beirg incompleze.

16

17|l Section 506. Report of the Planning Director.

1g|| After the filing of a completed application, attached petition Zfer

T

21 [ application fc; the Board. The rsport shall contzin the
ool Zcllowing

|
25! {1} The report of the Comprehensive Agriculcural Prsserve
24 Technical Advisory Committee.

o5 (2) A statement as to whether or not the application is
26 consistent with the general plan,
. 2711 (3) A recommended motion regarding the application to

28| disestablish or diminish the' agricultural preserve.
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1 (4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land
5 to be removed from agricultural preserve contract.

3 (5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be
4 removed from agricultural preserve contract.

5 The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the

5 Board in'conjunct'cn with the proposed alternative uses of land.
- The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until
8 it has received the report of the Planning Director.

g
10 Section 507. Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment
111 SZ Diminishment.
15 Following the receipt cf the report from the Planning Director,
13 ehe Clerk of the Boesrd shall set ths Gate ané time for public

‘ 14' hearing on the applicatica.

Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and

15 proposed cancellation of a contract shall be furnished by ths

17 Board to the affected contract landowner by certified mail

18 directed to him at his last known address to the Board.

1g Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061
) 20 of the Government Cocde znd shall be mailed to the State Dlrector

o1 of Food—and Aﬁflc"-:*re =2 Conservation, &ng TO eveIly Owneo gf

22E Tand undsr s3nLTasT, BLOOERY PIITLION ot whiee ts gioiEiES KoL

o3 the same agricuiiural pressrve znd wishin one miie ©L ©is £xN0il.

o4 boundary of the land upon which the contract is proposed to e
05 cancelled.

26 Section 508. Grounds for Cancellation of a Contract.

@ -

28 contract only if it makes one of.the following findings:

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a

D J. GEERLINGS
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(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the
Land Conservation Act of 1965; or

(2} That cancellation is in the public interest.

Tor the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an

existing agricultural use shall not by itself be sufficient reason

for cancellation of the contract. The uneconomic character of an

existing use may be considered only if there is no other

reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be

ut

U

Section 509. Cancellation Consistent with the Land Conservation

of 1865.

(4)

(5)

. - -~ - S = g = & e —
ourposes cof Zinding (1) oI Secclon 508 of these PRules,

T T - - - e - = S e - ~ ~ -~
1la+<icn of a contract shall be consistent with the purposss

That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of
has been served pursuant to Section 401 of these
Rules and Government Code Section 51245. |

That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal oI

- s o “ 4 = = g -
muss mancelletion is for an alternative !

S L
- - 2L o - Lo tepea e W"’

HicHeiE
consistent with the applicable provisions of the County
general plan.

That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns
of urban development.

That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both

available and suitable for the use to which it is proposed
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For

the contracted land be put, or, that development of the

contracted land would provide more contiguous patt

urban development than development of proximate noncontractagd

land.

Section 510.

Cancellation in the Public Interest.

purposes of
cancellation of

the Board makes

finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules,

a contract shall be in the public interest

*—l
a0

only

the following findings:

(1) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the
objectives of the Land Conservation Act of 1965; and

(2} That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is bo<h
available and suitable for the use %o which it iz propose?
the contracted land be put, or, that development of ths
contracted land would provide more contiguous patterns c=
urban develcpment than development of proximate noncontracied
land.

Section 511. Certificate of Tentative Cancellation.

(L) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by =
R T s SERens Seed CEome Tl e B 07 the lind, <
Cilerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the Courncv

Recorder a certificate of tentative

set forth the name of the

- L S
-

cancellation, which shail

landowner requesting the

cancellation, the fact that a certificate of cancellation of

contract will be issued and recorded at such time as

specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a

description of the conditions and contingencies which must be
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(3)

and a legal descri@tion of the property.

satisfied,
Conditions to be satisfied shall include payment in full of
the amount of the fee computed under the provisions ¢I

Sections 513 and 514 of these Rules, together with a
statement that unless the fee is paid, or a certificate of
cancellation of contract is issued within one year from the
date of‘the recording of the certificate of tentative

date ci

cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the

notice described in paragraph {2) of this section. Any
provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion

thereof shall be treated in the manner provided for in the

b

cartificate of tentative cancellation. Contingenciss to be
satisfisd shall include a reguirement that the landowns:
obtain all permits necessary to commence Lhe EEOLSOEe -2

Board may, at the request of the

tentatively approved specified alternative use i

+hat such amendment is consistent with the

pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules.

The landownar shall

shall exacute a certificate of final cancellation of contract
and cause the same to be recorded.

1f the landowner has been unable to satisfy the conditions
and contingencies enumerated in the certificate of tentative

cancellation, the landowner shall notify the Board of the

21
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particular conditions or contingencies he is unable to
satisfy. Within 30 days of re:gipt of such notice, and upon
a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy Ehe
conditions and contingencies listed, the Board shall executs
a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a
cancella;ion of contract and cause the same to be recorded.
However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund o

any cancellation fee paid.

Section 512. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render

its

decision. A decision to diminish or terminate an agricultura

preserve shell be made as follows:

(2)

IF none of the land is subject o an exscuted land
conservation contract, the decision shall be final upon the
adoption of a resolution by the Board.

If some or all of the land is subject to an executed land

H

conservation contract, the tentative approval of the
Gisesteblishment or diminishment shall be by minute order an

the matter shall be referred back to the Planning Department

L B R s o - A ~ i we R i 2 P Z
Jancellztlon Lo acgcRraance v ol ne provisions oI SsTTilh L.
o, L% ~ T A & - S e - S e = - — ey = am ~ -
of these Rulss for adoption Dy tag Board, O IOI pIépirlat.Jh

Board if all conditions of approval have been completed by
the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative
Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall

be by resolution.

22
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Section 513. Cancellation Fee,

{1} Pricr to any action

ot

of any contract, the
¢
shall determine the

free of the contractual restriction.

ha

[ 94~

certify %o Board

for the purpose of determining the cancel

Prior to

(2)

any contract the Board shall determine and certify to the

County Auditor the
landowner must pay
11 be an

That IZee sha

»

<~ - § 5 <
cat XX 1S 1n

(&)
4
th
F
H
1]
Y
th
'.J
e )
[8F

Board

may extend the time for making such payment cr

thereof contingent upon the future usé made of

r= S s . =
Deen canctcelesd Droviges tTthe regulremente
Frms . seve e e P n VS s e B BT -
GOVEIAMENT LOGs Oo28Ccill Sialby &€ ek,

shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer

Controller in accordance with the reguirements of Government Code

Section 51283(4).

Section 514, 2Additional Deferred Taxes.

by the Board giving tentative approval
Ewri—eesh value of the land as though is
the cancellation valuation of
giving ﬁentative approval to the cancellation of
amount of the cancellation fee which the

the County Treasurer as deferred

the public interest to do so

may waive any such payment or any portion thereof, or

to the State

County Assesscr

The Assessor shall
the lanrd
fee

lation

a portion

+he land ané
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In addition to the fee provided for in Section 513 of these Rules,
the Board shall require the payment of additional deferred taxes,
determined according to the provisions of Government Code Sec+ticn

51283.1.

. The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same

manner and at the same time as the cancellation fee provided for

in Section 513 of these Rules.
DIVISION VI.

COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Section 501. Function of the Committee,

The function of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical
Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) is to review and prepare a report cn
applications involving agricultural preserves, and to advise the
Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the

Countyv and on any matters relating to contracts entered into

)
pursuant to these Rules,
E
Canmeasmmw £/ Ammemm s = mem ~E mhma Al aa
- - O e . (R L e - I Nt - — -— B
™ -~ - s - e A s Nayra T - .~ T e - e
rhe Comprehensive Agricultura. rFressyve Technizal Adévisas

Committee shall be composed of the Planning Director, who shall be
Chairman, the County's Open Space Resources Committee, and ons
representative of each of the following:

(1) Agricultural Commissioner.

(2) U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service,
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(3) University of California - Cooperative Extension, County of
iverside,
(4) County Assessor.

The Office of County Counsel shall provide lega

)
v
Q
<
’J.
Q
11
ct
(o]
t
-
P

'CAPTAC upon regquest.

Section 603. Transmittal of Documents.

Upon filing of an application involving an agriculturalthe

Planning Director shall prepare and transmit to each member of the

Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee a

copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions, a

Saction 604, Meetinas.

The Comprehensive Agriculturazl Preserve Technical AGviss v

'1
0}
H

Committee shall meet at the call of the Planning Director.

Section 605. Contents of Repor:,

ne report of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical

=)

Aivisory Committee shall con*ain:

rgricultural Presarve Technical Advisory Committze recomm
approval of the application and the reasons for said
recommendation.
(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.
(3) If the application submitted is to establish a preserve or
to add lands to an existing preserve, the report shall also

include the Technical Advisory Committee's factual findings

- - A DR} - me. .
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(4)

(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the
preserve and surrounding land.

(b} Present land use of land proposed tc be included in the
preserve and surrounding properties.

(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the
preserve is presently employed in an agricultural use
and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon.

(d) The agricultural commodities that may be grown on the
property proposed to be included in the preserve taking
into consideration the said'type, water availability and
other conditions that may affect the growing of crops.

(e) Whether or not the existing or propcsed agric

o
-
ot
o
!
fu
'.—l

use of £he land constitutes or could constitute 2
nuisances, public or privatse

(£} The current assessed valuazation and the estimated
reduction in assessed valuation if the real property
proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a
land conservation contract.

(g) A list of any cities that are within one m

I"s
»
J

——
-3

1
1

(i) The acreages of each land owner included in the
application and the total acreage.

If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve

or to delete lands from a preserve, the report shall also

include the Technical Advisory Committee's findings and

conclusions as to the following:
26
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(2)

{b)

(d)

(e)

Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant

td the Williamson Act Section 401 of these Rules.

Whether the cancellation is likely %o result in the
removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.
Whether the proposed alternative use of land is

onsistent with the provisions of the County general
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Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous
patterns of urban dsvelopment.
Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is

both available and suitable for the use fo which it is
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DIVISION VII

MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS
Section 701, Filing cf Mac and Resclution.
Whanewsey arn agrisuliurz. prosserve Lz sestzhlished, zni so lon:s &3
it shall be in effect, & map oI such agricultural pressrve ani the
resoliution under which the pressrve was established shall be Zilad

and kept current with the County Recorder.
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Section 702. Filing of Map with State Director of Food and
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Agriculture.

On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning

Director shall file with the State Director of Food and
Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all
agricultural preserves in existence at the epd of the preceding

fiscal yesar.

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and Simultaneous Entry into

New Contract.,

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties
may upon their mutual agreement rescind a contract in order

simultaneously to enter into a new contract

B
pursuant to these
T 1t o1 -~ - PEa - 1 - -~ e oy - ~
Rules which new contract weoculd enforcsakly restrict the sams

years. B3uch action may be taken notwithstanding the prior serving

of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former contract.

Section 704. Minimum Lot Siz
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s Within Agricultural Pressrves

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultursal
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Section 705. Filing Period for Agricultural Preserves.

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an

agricultural preserve shall be received on or aftasr November 1 of
any year until March 1 of the following year.

Section 706. Fees,

£
e oI

th

The an application to create a preserve or add lands to a

preserve shall be $400 plus $40 for each owner's petition filed

with the application. There will 2lso be a $25 contract fee i

th

the application is approved. The fee for an application to

terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. The

appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not

Pagisy

refundable. There shzll be no fee for an application initiszted by
the Bozzd cf Supervisors; provided, however, that the $4C fes: Zo:-
each owner petition shall be payable with the contract fee whan

the property is proposed to ks placed under

-

Lané Consearvation

o

Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25.
Section 707. Effective Date,
These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed

finally determined urtil the information reguized b

and Regulations have been supplied.

Dated: December 18, 1984
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

John Hildebrand
Planning Director

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: [ Office of Planning and Research (OPR) FROM: Riverside County Planning Department

P.O. Box 3044 [XI 4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor [ 38686 El Cerrito Road
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 P. O. Box 1409 Palm Desert, CA 92201
[XI County of Riverside County Clerk Riverside, CA 92502-1409

Project Title/Case No.: CAPTAC - Resolution No. 84-526 Amendments

Project Location: In all unincorporated areas of Riverside County (Countywide Ordinance)

Project Description: Conduct a public hearing and recommend approval of a Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations
Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County attached to Resolution No. 84-526 that forms the Comprehensive Agricultural
Preserve Technical Advisory Committee (CAPTAC) hearing body. Amendments include a change in the hearing body formation from
the current makeup to the Riverside County Planning Commission, establishing Agricultural Preserve entitlement findings, and general
provision cleanups to become consistent with State law.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Riverside County Planning Department
Project Applicant & Address: Riverside County, 4080 Lemon Street, 12 Floor, Riverside, CA 92501
Exempt Status: (Check one)

[] Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268) XI Categorical Exemption (Section 15061 (b)(3))
[] Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) [] Statutory Exemption ( )
[] Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269 (b)(c)) [] Other:

Reasons why project is exempt: This proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review,
pursuant State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (Commonsense Exemptions). The project includes a reformation of a hearing
body and amended language to become consistent with State law, related to agricultural preserves. There is no grading or construction
associated with this project and therefore, no physical environmental impacts.

John Earle Hildebrand Il (951) 955-1888

County Contact Person Phone Number

Planning Director 02/03/2026

Signature Title Date

Date Received for Filing and Posting at OPR:

FOR COUNTY CLERK'S USE ONLY

County Clerk Posting Fee = $50.00
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

The following Rules and-Regulations-are adopted pursuant to Califernia-Government Code Ssection
51231 and shall govern the administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for initiating,
filing and processing requests to establish, enlarge, disestablish or diminish agricultural preserves,
established in Riverside County pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Government
Code sSections 51200 et seq.) and Ordinance No. 509 of Riverside County. All agricultural preserves must
be in conformance with these Rules and all provisions of the Williamson Act.

The Board declares that these Rules shall be construed as a continuation of the existing Rules and
Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves and not as a new enactment, except as to provisions of these
Rules which are inconsistent therewith, and any application previously approved under the existing Rules
and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves shall be deemed to comply with these Rules.

DIVISION I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 101. Findings.

The County finds that these Rules are necessary for the promotion of the general welfare and the protection
of the public interest in that:

(a) The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to
the conservation of the County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for the maintenance
of the agricultural economy of the County, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and
nutritious food for future residents of the County.

(b) The discouragement of premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is
a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers themselves in that it will
discourage discontiguous urban development patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of
community services to community residents.

(c) In a rapidly urbanizing society agricultural lands have a definitive public value as open space, and

the preservation in agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an important physical, social,




aesthetic and economic asset to existing and pending urban or metropolitan developments.

Section 102. Definitions.

As used in these Rules, unless otherwise apparent from the context:
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(a) “Agricultural commodity” means any and all plant and animal products produced in Riverside
County for commercial purposes.

(b) “Agricultural use” means use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity for
commercial purposes.

(c) “Agricultural preserve” or “preserve” means an area devoted to those agricultural or other uses
allowed under the provisions of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, and those compatible uses as
designated and established by the Board after notice and hearing.

(d) “Board” means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.

(e) “CAPTAC” means the Comprehensive Agricultural

Preserve Technical Advisory Committee, which reviews and prepares a report on applications

involving agricultural preserves and advises the Board on the administration of the agricultural

preserves in the County.

te)(f) “Compatible use” is any use so defined in County

Ordinance No. 509, as may be amended from time to time-ef Riverside-County.

H(g) “Contract” means a Land Conservation Contract

executed between the County and the landowner in accordance with these Rules.

)(h) “County” means the County of Riverside, State of
California.
(i) “Land Conservation Act of 1965 means those

provisions of the Califernia-Government Code commencing with Section 51200, as may be

amended from time to time, which pertain to agricultural land and which is also known as the

Williamson Act.

(1)_“Owner’s Petition” means the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an

application for the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve.
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H&k) “Proximate, noncontracted land” means land not

restricted by Ceontract pursuant to these Rules, which is sufficiently close to land which is so
restricted that it can serve as a practical alternative for the use which is proposed for the restricted
land.

HA) “Rules” means these “Rules and Regulations

Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside County.”

do(m) “Suitable” for the proposed use as used in Sections

510 and 511 of these Rules, means that salient features of the proposed use can be served by land
not restricted by Ceontract pursuant to these Rules. Such nonrestricted land may be a single parcel

or may be a combination of contiguous or discontiguous parcels.

DIVISION II
ESTABLISHMENT AND ENLARGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Section 201. Agricultural Preserve Application.

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to the Board to establish an agricultural

preserve or to enlarge the size of the preserve. An application to establish a preserve or to enlarge a preserve

but shall

may also be initiated by the Board es

not be acted upon until the Owner’s Petition for each owner of any parcel of land included within the

application has been filed by the owner.




Section 2025. Contents of Applications for Establishments or Enlargements.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for establishments or enlargements are
to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:

(1) The applicant’s name, -efthe-applicant-and-his-address, and telephone number. If the applicant has
a representative, the name, address and telephone number of the representative.

(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is the establishment or enlargement of
an agricultural preserve.

(3) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural
preserve.

(4) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in the application.

(5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.

(6) An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land involved in the application. A-husband-and
wifeSpouses, a partnership, a corporation, a trust, or a-other joint ownership shall be considered as
one owner.

(7) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate
ownerships.

(8) A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for each application and for

each Owner's Petition.
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Section 2036. Owner’s Petition for Establishments or Enlargements.

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an application for
the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve which shall be filed with the
application. The petition shall be on forms provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be complete,
must contain the following information:

(1) The name of the owner petitioner.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed to be included within a
preserve, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or beneficial interest
under a trust deed in the property.

(3) If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized statement ferm—from said partnership or
corporation indicating that the petitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the partnership or
corporation, shall be included.

(4) A complete legal description of boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or title

insurance policy.

(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any agricultural commodities produced on the land.

€H(6) The acreage amount and the assessment number of the property proposed to be included in
the preserve.
A petition that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning Director, along
with the application it is part of, as being incomplete.

Section 2047. Report of the Planning Director.

After the filing of a completed application and any attached Oewner’s Ppetition(s), the Planning Director

shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The report shall contain the following:

(1) The report of the ComprehensiveAgrienttural Preserve Technical Advisery CommitteeCAPTAC.

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the Ggeneral Pplan.
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(3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve proposed to be established or any land
proposed to be added to an established preserve.
(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve.
(5) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural
preserve.
The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board within 60 days after a completed
application is filed with the Planning Director.
The Board will not establish a preserve, or add lands to an existing preserve, until it has received the report
of the Planning Director or until the time within which the Planning Director has to report has elapsed.

Section 2058. Hearing and Notice for Establishment or Enlargement.

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, or the elapse of the time within which the
report should have been received, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and time for public hearing on
the application.

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall include
a legal description, or the assessor’s parcel number, of the land which is proposed to be included within the
preserve.

Written notice, at least two weeks before the hearing, shall be given to the Local Agency Formation
Commission and to every city within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve.

Written notice shall also be sent to the applicant, histhe applicant’s designated representative, and-to every

owner of land to be included within the preserve, to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil

Conservation Service, the University of California — Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the

County Assessor.

Section 2069. Decision of the Board to Establish or Enlarge a Preserve.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision.
(1) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve shall be a tentative approval. The Planning
Department wiH-shall give notice to all owners of real property within the proposed preserve that

they have 90 days after the date of ef-efthe Board’s tentative approval to -te-establish-orenlarge-an
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agricultural-preserveshall-be—madeafterfile all executed Ceontracts have-been—filed—with the
Planning Department. The final approval establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be approved by

Board resolution. If Ceontracts are not executed or returned within 90 days_after the Board’s

tentative approval, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda for further decision by the Board.

(2) A decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an agricultural preserve shall be final at the
time of initial decision and shall be by minute order of the Board.

Section 207. Findings for the Establishment of a Preserve

(1) The land is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, an open space use, a recreational use,

a combination of any of the aforementioned uses, or any other use delineated in the Land

Conservation Act of 1965.

(2) The land does not completely surround land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use which

i1s omitted from the preserve.

(3) The land contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however. in order to meet this

requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or they are in common

ownership.

(4) The preserve is consistent with the General Plan.

(5) The land has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348 or for which the applicant has

filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning. If a request for a change of zone is necessary, a

finding shall be made that it was filed and processed concurrently with the agricultural preserve

application and that an environmental assessment was prepared for the change of zone request.

Section 208. Findings for the Enlargement of a Preserve.

(1) The same findings shall be made as for the establishment of a Preserve, plus a finding shall be made

that the enlargement consists of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing Preserve.

DIVISION III
LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS

Section 301. Lands Eligible for Contracts.

Only those lands designated by the County as agricultural preserves, and located within an approved or
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tentatively approved agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses, are eligible to be the subject of
a tLand eConservation eContract between the County and the landowner.

Section 302. Request for Entry into Contract.

Any owner of land located within an approved or tentatively approved preserve may request to enter into a
eContract with the County of Riverside on forms provided by the Planning Department. A filing fee as set
forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall accompany the filing of the application. The application shall state
whether or not the land is presently devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is.

Section 303. Form of Contract and Conditions.

The conditions of the Ceontract shall be similar for all preserves and shall be on forms supplied by the
County and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within the Ceontracts
for preserves so long as such differences are related to differences in location and characteristics of the land
and comply with these Rules and the requirements of the Williamson Act.

Section 304. Dividing Land Under Contract.

Whenever land under Contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other

owner of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original Contract, including the

right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by the

owner of a parcel created by the division of land under Contract shall not be imputed to the owners of the

remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the Contract as it applies to the remaining parcels of the

divided land.
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Section 3054. Report to Board.

Prior to the Ceontract being signed by the Board, the Planning Director shall report to the Board on whether
or not the land is eligible to be the subject of a {Land eConservation eContract.

Section 3065. Notice of Intent to Contract.

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall give written notice to any city within the County of its intention
to consider a Ceontract which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries of that city. Such
notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the

execution of such a eContract.

Rules-Section 307. Findings for Land Conservation Contracts.

(1) The Contract provides for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and those uses compatible

with agricultural uses, for the duration of the Contract.

(2) The Contract is binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner.

(3) The Contract is for an initial term of no less than 10 years.

(4) The Contract provides that, on the anniversary date of the Contract or such other annual date as

specified by the Contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of

nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these Rules.

@)

Section 308%. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a Ceontract with a landowner pursuant to these Rules, the
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy of the Ceontract, which

shall describe the land subject thereto, together with a reference to the map showing the location of the
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agricultural preserve in which the property lies. From and after the time of such recordation, such Ceontract
shall impart such notice thereof to all persons as is afforded by the recording laws of the State of California.
DIVISION IV
NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL

Section 401. Notice of Nonrenewal.

If either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to renew the eContract, that party shall serve
written notice of nonrenewal of the Ceontract upon the other party in advance of the annual renewal date
of the Ceontract. Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal
date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the Ceontract shall be considered renewed
as provided in Section 306 of these Rules. Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of
nonrenewal, the owner may make a written protest of the notice of nonrenewal. The County may, at any
time prior to the renewal date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the Board to serve
a notice of nonrenewal on a portion of the owner’s land within an individual agricultural preserve, the notice
of nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the Ceontract for all of the owner's land within an individual
preserve.

Section 402. Notice of Nonrenewal on a Portion of an Owner’s Land within an Agricultural Preserve.

Upon request by the owner, the Board may authorize the owner to serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion
of the land under a Ceontract.

Section 403. Form for Notice of Nonrenewal.

A notice of nonrenewal by the owner shall be submitted on forms provided by the Planning Department.
When the landowner is a successor in the interest to the owner who executed the Ceontract, the notice of
nonrenewal shall be accompanied by proof of ownership, such as a copy of the deed. The notice of
nonrenewal shall be submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706 of these Rules.

Section 404. Term Following Notice of Nonrenewal.

If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year not to renew the Ceontract, the existing
Ceontract shall remain in effect for the balance of the period remaining since the original execution or the

last renewal of the Ceontract, as the case may be.

10
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DIVISION V
DISESTABLISHMENT AND DIMINISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND

CANCELLATION OF CONTRACTS

Section 501. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural Preserve.

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to terminate or diminish the size of a
preserve.

Section 502. Land Ineligible for Removal from Preserve.

No land for which a Lland eConservation eContract has been executed shall be removed from an agricultural
preserve unless the eContract for the land is also cancelled.

Section 503. Contents of Application for Disestablishments or Diminishments.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for disestablishments or diminishments
are to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:
(1) The applicant’s name, -efthe-applicant-and-his-address, and telephone number. If the applicant has
a representative, the name, address and telephone number of the representative.
(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is for the disestablishment or the
diminishment of an agricultural preserve.
(3) The name and map number of the affected agricultural preserve.
(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the affected property.
(5) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in this application.
(6) The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.
(7) A statement as to whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served on the land involved in the
application and the date of the notice of nonrenewal.
(8) When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner who executed the Ceontract with the
County, the application for disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by proof of
ownership, such as a copy of the deed.

(9) A Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

11
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(10) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate
ownerships.

(11) A non-refundable fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for the application.

(12) An Environmental Assessment Form and any additional filing fees as may be appropriate.

Section 504. Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an owner to the Board for cancellation of any
Ceontract as to all or part of the subject land, which shall be filed with the application for disestablishment
or diminishment of an agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be complete, must contain the
following information:

(1) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land Conservation Contract, listing the preserve
name, map number, and the instrument number of the Ceontract and the date it was recorded and
signed by the owner or one of the owners authorized to act on behalf of all the owners of the subject
land. In the case of one owner authorized to act #n-on behalf of all the owners, a copy of that
authorization shall be attached to the petition for cancellation.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed for deletion from Land
Conservation Contracts, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or
beneficial interest in the property.

(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or
title insurance policy.

(4) A statement outlining the proposed alternative land use for this property.

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate noncontracted property which is both
available and suitable for the proposed alternative land use.

(6) Required property owners’ notification information.

A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning
Director along with the application as being incomplete.

Section 505. Proposed Alternative Land Use.

12
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The landowner's petition for cancellation shall be accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use
of the land. The proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for these alternative uses and
applicable fees. Forms for these alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning Department.

A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications for the proposed alternative uses of land and
applicable fees shall be returned by the Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.

Section 506. Report of the Planning Director.

After the filing of a completed application, attached petition for cancellation, and applications for proposed
alternative uses of land, the Planning Director shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The
report shall contain the following:

(1) The report of the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Fechnteal Advisory CommitteeCAPTAC.

(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the gGeneral pPlan.

(3) A recommended motion regarding the application to disestablish or diminish the agricultural

preserve.
(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be removed from agrieultural-preservea

Land Conservation -eContract.

(5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be removed from a agrieultural

preserveLand Conservation eContract.

The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board in conjunction with the proposed
alternative uses of land. The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until it has received
the report of the Planning Director.

Section 507. Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment or Diminishment.

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and
time for public hearing on the application.

Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and proposed cancellation of a Ceontract shall be
furnished by the Board to the affected Ceontract landowner(s) by certified mail directed to him/her at his

the last known address to the Board.

13




Written Nnotice of the proposal to disestablish or alter the boundary and date of the hearing shall be

furnished to the owner of the land by certified mail at his/her latest address. Notice shall also be published

pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall be furnished by first-class mail to each owner

of land under Contract, any portion of which is situated within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land

to be removed from the preserve. In addition, written notice shall be given matled-to the Local Agency

Formation Commission, to every city within the County within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the

preserve, to the Director of the Department of Conservation, to the State-Director of the Department of

Food and Agriculture, and-Censervationsto the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation

Service, the University of California — Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County

Section 508. Greunds-Findings for Cancellation of a Contract.

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a Ceontract only if it makes one of the following
findings:

(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965; or

(2) That cancellation is in the public interest.
For the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an existing agricultural use shall not by itself
be sufficient reason for cancellation of the eContract. The uneconomic character of an existing use may be
considered only if there is no other reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be put.

Section 509. Findings for Cancellation Being Consistent with the Land Conservation Act of 1965.

For purposes of finding (1) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a eContract shall be consistent
with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965 only if the Board makes all of the following
findings:
(1) That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to Section
401 of these Rules and Government Code sSection 51245.

(2) That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.
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(3) That cancellation is for an alternative use which is consistent with the applicable provisions of the
County Ggeneral Pplan.

(4) That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

(5) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to
which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or; that development of the contracted land would
provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate
noncontracted land.

Section 510. Findings for Cancellation Being in the Public Interest.

For purposes of finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Ceontract shall be in the public
interest only if the Board makes the following findings:
(1) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Land Conservation Act of
1965; and
(2) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to
which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or; that development of the contracted land would
provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate
noncontracted land.

Section 511. Certificate of Tentative Cancellation.

(1) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use of
the land, the Clerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the County Recorder a certificate of
tentative cancellation, which shall set forth the name of the landowner requesting the cancellation,
the fact that a certificate of cancellation of Ceontract will be issued and recorded at such time as
specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a description of the conditions and
contingencies which must be satisfied, and a legal description of the property. Conditions to be
satisfied shall include payment in full of the amount of the fee computed under the provisions of
Sections 543-514 and 5145 of these Rules, together with a statement that, unless the fee is paid, or
a certificate of cancellation of Ceontract is issued within one year from the date of the recording of

the certificate of tentative cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the date of notice
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described in paragraph (2) of this section. Any provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion
thereof shall be treated in the manner provided for in the certificate of tentative cancellation.
Contingencies to be satisfied shall include a requirement that the landowner obtain all permits
necessary to commence the project. The Board may, at the request of the landowner, amend a
tentatively approved specified alternative use if it finds that such amendment is consistent with the
findings made pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules.

(2) The landowner shall notify the Board when he-has—satistfied-the conditions and contingencies

enumerated in the certificate of tentative cancellation have been satisfied. Within 30 days of receipt

of such notice, and upon a determination that the conditions and contingencies have been satisfied,
the Board shall execute a certificate of final cancellation of Ceontract and cause the same to be
recorded.

(3) If the landowner has been unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the
certificate of tentative cancellation, the landowner shall notify the Board of the particular conditions
or contingencies kethe landowner is unable to satisfy. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and
upon a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies listed,
the Board shall execute a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a cancellation of
Ceontract and cause the same to recorded. However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund
of any cancellation fee paid.

Section 512. Findings for Diminishment or Disestablishment.

(1) The Contract has been cancelled or expired for the area requesting diminishment or disestablishment

of the preserve.

(2) The diminishment or disestablishment is in the interest of the public and the State.

(3) The diminishment or disestablishment is for an alternative use that is consistent with the General

Plan and Ordinance No. 348, including Article IL.

(4) The identified alternative use is compatible with the surrounding area.

Section 5132. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment.
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Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. A decision to diminish or
terminate an agricultural preserve shall be made as follows:

(1) If none of the land is subject to an executed 1Land eConservation Ceontract, the decision shall be
final upon the adoption of a resolution by the Board.

(2) If some or all of the land is subject to an executed land-conservationeContract, the tentative approval
of the disestablishment or diminishment shall be by minute order and the matter shall be referred
back to the Planning Department for the preparation of the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation in
accordance with the provisions of Section 511 of these Rules for adoption by the Board, or for
preparation of a Certificate of Final Cancellation for adoption by the Board if all conditions of
approval have been completed by the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative
Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall be by resolution.

Section 5143. Cancellation Fee.

(1) Prior to any action by the Board giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Ceontract, the

County Assessor shall determine the full-eashcurrent fair market value of the land as though it were

free of the contractual restriction. The Assessor shall certify to the Board the cancellation valuation
of the land for the purpose of determining the cancellation fee.

(2) Prior to giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any eContract, the Board shall determine
and certify to the County Auditor the amount of the cancellation fee which the landowner must pay
the County Treasurer as deferred taxes upon cancellation. That fee shall be an amount equal to 12 -2
percent of the cancellation valuation of the property.

(3) If they find that it is in the public interest to do so, the Board may waive any such payment or any
portion thereof, or may extend the time for making such payment or a portion thereof contingent
upon the future use made of the land and its economic return to the landowner for a period of time
not to exceed the unexpired period of the eContract, had it not been canceled, provided the
requirements set forth in Government Code sSection 51283 are met.

Deferred taxes collected under the provisions of this section shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer

to the State Controller in accordance with the requirements of Government Code sSection 51283(d).
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Section 5154. Additional Deferred Taxes.

In addition to the fee provided for in Section 5143 of these Rules, the Board shall require the payment of
additional deferred taxes, determined according to the provisions of Government Code sSection 51283.1.
The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as the cancellation
fee provided for in Section 5143 of these Rules.
DIVISION VI-
COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Section 601. Function of the Committee.

The function of the Comprehensive-Agrienltural Preserve Technical Advisery-Committee {CAPTAC) is to

review and prepare a report on applications involving agricultural preserves, and to advise the Board on the

administration of the agricultural preserves in the County and on any matters relating to Ceontracts entered
into pursuant to these Rules.

Section 602. Composition of the Committee.

The Comprehensive-Agricultural PreserveTechnical Advisory-Committee CAPTAC shall be composed of

.  Riverside.

County-Assessor-members of the Planning Commission. The Chair of the Planning Commission shall act

as Chair of the CAPTAC.

The Office of County Counsel shall provide legal advice to the CAPTAC upon request.

Section 603. Transmittal of Documents.

Upon filing of an application involving an agricultural preserve, the Planning Director shall prepare and

transmit to each member of the Ceomprehensive—Agrieultural—Preserve—Technical—Advisery
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CemmitteeCAPTAC a copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions, a vicinity map, and
a proposed boundary map.
Section 604. Meetings.

The Comprehensive-Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisery-CommitteeCAPTAC shall meet at the call

of the Planning Director.

Section 605. Contents of Report.

The report of the Comprehensive-Agrieuttural Preserve Technical Advisory-CommitteeCAPTAC shall be

prepared by the Planning Director and shall contain:

(1) A statement as to whether or not the ComprehensiveAgricultural Preserve Technieal Advisery
CommitteeCAPTAC recommends approval of the application and the reasons for said

recommendation.

(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.

(3) If the application submitted is to establish a preserve or to add lands to an existing preserve, the
report shall also include the Fechnical- Advisery-Committee’sCAPTAC s factual findings as to the
following:

(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding land.

(b) Present land use of land proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding properties.

(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the preserve is presently employed in an
agricultural use and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon.

(d) The agricultural commodities that may be grown on the property proposed to be included in the
preserve taking into consideration the said type, water availability and other conditions that may
affect the growing of crops.

(e) Whether or not the existing or proposed agricultural use of the land constitutes or could
constitute a nuisance, public or private, to the surrounding lands.

(f) The current assessed valuation and the estimated reduction in assessed valuation if the real

property proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a Ltand eConservation eContract.
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(g) A list of any cities that are within one mile of the proposed boundaries of the preserve, and any
comments expressed by such a city on the application.

(h) The existence of any historic or scenic value to the lands proposed to be included in the preserve.

(1) The acreages of each land owner included in the application and the total acreage.

(4) If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve or to delete lands from a preserve, the report
shall also include the Feehnical-Advisory-Committee'sCAPTAC’s findings and conclusions as to
the following:

(a) Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to the Williamson Act and Section
401 of these Rules.

(b) Whether the cancellation is likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural
use.

(c) Whether the proposed alternative use of land is consistent with the provisions of the County
Geeneral Pplan.

(d) Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

(e) Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use
to which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, whether the development of the contracted
land would provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of
proximate noncontracted land.

(5) Any public comments received on the application.

DIVISION VII
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Section 701. Filing of Map and Resolution.

Whenever an agricultural preserve is established, and so long as it shall be in effect, a map of such
agricultural preserve and the resolution under which the preserve was established shall be filed and kept
current with the County Recorder.

Section 702. Filing of Map with State Director of Food and Agriculture.
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On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning Director shall file with the State Director
of Food and Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all agricultural preserves in existence at
the end of the preceding fiscal year.

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and Simultaneous Entry into New Contract.

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties may be their mutual agreement rescind a
Ceontract in order simultaneously to enter into a new Ceontract pursuant to these Rules which new
Ceontract would enforceably restrict the same property for an initial term at least as long as the unexpired
term of the Ceontact being so rescinded but not less than 10 years. Such action may be taken
notwithstanding the prior serving of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former Ceontract.

Section 704. Minimum Lot Sizes Within Agricultural Preserves.

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultural preserve, the total number of lots shall be
determined pursuant to the Geeneral Pplan for Riverside County and any applicable zoning classification,
whichever is more restrictive. In any event, no parcel shall be created that is below the minimum size of 10
acres.

Section 705. Filing Period for Agricultural Preserves.

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an agricultural preserve shall be received on or
after November 1 of any year until March 1 of the following year.

Section 706. Fees.

The fee for an application to create a preserve or add lands to a preserve shall be $400 plus $40 for each
eOwner's pPetition filed with the application. There will also be a $25 eContract fee if the application is
approved. The fee for an application to terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. The
appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not refundable. There shall be no fee for an
application initiated by the Board of Supervisors, provided, however, that the $40 fee for each Oewner’s
Ppetition shall be payable with the Ceontract fee when the property is proposed to be placed under a Land
Conservation Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25.

Section 707. Effective Date.
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These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed on or after Mareh1+,1985

2026. All applications filed prior to Mareh++985that date, and not finally acted upon by that date, shall
not be finally determined until the information required by these amended Rules and Regulations have been

supplied.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

The following Rules are adopted pursuant to Government Code section 51231 and shall govern the
administration of agricultural preserves, including procedures for initiating, filing and processing requests
to establish, enlarge, disestablish or diminish agricultural preserves, established in Riverside County
pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Government Code section 51200 et seq.) and
Ordinance No. 509 of Riverside County. All agricultural preserves must be in conformance with these
Rules and all provisions of the Williamson Act.

The Board declares that these Rules shall be construed as a continuation of the existing Rules and
Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves and not as a new enactment, except as to provisions of these
Rules which are inconsistent therewith, and any application previously approved under the existing Rules
and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves shall be deemed to comply with these Rules.

DIVISION I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 101. Findings.

The County finds that these Rules are necessary for the promotion of the general welfare and the protection
of the public interest in that:

(a) The preservation of the maximum amount of the limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to
the conservation of the County's economic resources, and is necessary not only for the maintenance
of the agricultural economy of the County, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and
nutritious food for future residents of the County.

(b) The discouragement of premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is
a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers themselves in that it will
discourage discontiguous urban development patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of
community services to community residents.

(c) In a rapidly urbanizing society agricultural lands have a definitive public value as open space, and
the preservation in agricultural production of such lands, constitutes an important physical, social,

aesthetic and economic asset to existing and pending urban or metropolitan developments.
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Section 102. Definitions.

As used in these Rules, unless otherwise apparent from the context:

(a) “Agricultural commodity” means any and all plant and animal products produced in Riverside
County for commercial purposes.

(b) “Agricultural use” means use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity for
commercial purposes.

(c) “Agricultural preserve” or “preserve” means an area devoted to those agricultural or other uses
allowed under the provisions of the Land Conservation Act of 1965, and those compatible uses as
designated and established by the Board after notice and hearing.

(d) “Board” means the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County.

(e) “CAPTAC” means the Comprehensive Agricultural Preserve Technical Advisory Committee,
which reviews and prepares a report on applications involving agricultural preserves and advises
the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County.

(f) “Compatible use” is any use so defined in County Ordinance No. 509, as may be amended from
time to time.

(g) “Contract” means a Land Conservation Contract executed between the County and the landowner
in accordance with these Rules.

(h) “County” means the County of Riverside, State of California.

(1) “Land Conservation Act of 1965” means those provisions of the Government Code commencing
with Section 51200, as may be amended from time to time, which pertain to agricultural land and
which is also known as the Williamson Act.

() “Owner’s Petition” means the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an
application for the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve.

(k) “Proximate, noncontracted land” means land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules,
which is sufficiently close to land which is so restricted that it can serve as a practical alternative
for the use which is proposed for the restricted land.

(I) “Rules” means these “Rules and Regulations Governing Agricultural Preserves in Riverside

County.”
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(m)“Suitable” for the proposed use as used in Sections 510 and 511 of these Rules, means that salient
features of the proposed use can be served by land not restricted by Contract pursuant to these Rules.
Such nonrestricted land may be a single parcel or may be a combination of contiguous or
discontiguous parcels.

DIVISION II
ESTABLISHMENT AND ENLARGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Section 201. Agricultural Preserve Application.

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to the Board to establish an agricultural
preserve or to enlarge the size of the preserve. An application to establish a preserve or to enlarge a preserve
may also be initiated by the Board but shall not be acted upon until the Owner’s Petition for each owner of
any parcel of land included within the application has been filed by the owner.

Section 202. Contents of Applications for Establishments or Enlargements.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for establishments or enlargements are
to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:
(1) The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the
name, address and telephone number of the representative.
(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is the establishment or enlargement of
an agricultural preserve.
(3) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural
preserve.
(4) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in the application.
(5) The acreage and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.
(6) An Owner's Petition for each separate ownership of land involved in the application. Spouses, a
partnership, a corporation, a trust, or other joint ownership shall be considered as one owner.
(7) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate
ownerships.
(8) A nonrefundable filing fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for each application and for

each Owner's Petition.
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Section 203. Owner’s Petition for Establishments or Enlargements.

The Owner's Petition is the verified petition of an owner of each parcel of land listed in an application for
the creation of a preserve or the addition of land to an existing preserve which shall be filed with the
application. The petition shall be on forms provided by the Planning Department. A petition, to be complete,
must contain the following information:

(1) The name of the owner petitioner.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed to be included within a
preserve, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or beneficial interest
under a trust deed in the property.

(3) If owner is a partnership or a corporation, a notarized statement from said partnership or corporation
indicating that the petitioner is authorized to act on behalf of the partnership or corporation, shall be
included.

(4) A complete legal description of boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or title
insurance policy.

(5) A statement as to the present use of the land and any agricultural commodities produced on the land.

(6) The acreage amount and the assessment number of the property proposed to be included in the
preserve.

A petition that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the Planning Director, along
with the application it is part of, as being incomplete.

Section 204. Report of the Planning Director.

After the filing of a completed application and any attached Owner’s Petition(s), the Planning Director shall
prepare a report on the application for the Board. The report shall contain the following:
(1) The report of the CAPTAC.
(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.
(3) A map showing the location and boundaries of any preserve proposed to be established or any land
proposed to be added to an established preserve.

(4) A recommended motion regarding the application to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve.
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(5) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be included within the agricultural
preserve.
The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board within 60 days after a completed
application is filed with the Planning Director.
The Board will not establish a preserve, or add lands to an existing preserve, until it has received the report
of the Planning Director or until the time within which the Planning Director has to report has elapsed.

Section 205. Hearing and Notice for Establishment or Enlargement.

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, or the elapse of the time within which the
report should have been received, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and time for public hearing on
the application.

Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall include
a legal description, or the assessor’s parcel number, of the land which is proposed to be included within the
preserve.

Written notice, at least two weeks before the hearing, shall be given to the Local Agency Formation
Commission and to every city within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve. Written notice
shall also be sent to the applicant, the applicant’s designated representative, to every owner of land to be
included within the preserve, to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service,
the University of California — Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County Assessor.

Section 206. Decision of the Board to Establish or Enlarge a Preserve.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision.

(1) A decision to establish or enlarge an agricultural preserve shall be a tentative approval. The Planning
Department shall give notice to all owners of real property within the proposed preserve that they
have 90 days after the date of the Board’s tentative approval to file all executed Contracts with the
Planning Department. The final approval establishing or enlarging a preserve shall be approved by
Board resolution. If Contracts are not executed or returned within 90 days after the Board’s tentative
approval, the matter shall be returned to the Board agenda for further decision by the Board.

(2) A decision to deny the establishment or enlargement of an agricultural preserve shall be final at the

time of initial decision and shall be by minute order of the Board.
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Section 207. Findings for the Establishment of a Preserve

(1) The land is engaged in an agricultural use, a compatible use, an open space use, a recreational use,
a combination of any of the aforementioned uses, or any other use delineated in the Land
Conservation Act of 1965.

(2) The land does not completely surround land devoted to an agricultural use or compatible use which
is omitted from the preserve.

(3) The land contains at least 100 acres of contiguous parcels of land; however, in order to meet this
requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or they are in common
ownership.

(4) The preserve is consistent with the General Plan.

(5) The land has agricultural zoning as defined in Ordinance No. 348 or for which the applicant has
filed a request for a change of zone to such zoning. If a request for a change of zone is necessary, a
finding shall be made that it was filed and processed concurrently with the agricultural preserve
application and that an environmental assessment was prepared for the change of zone request.

Section 208. Findings for the Enlargement of a Preserve.

(1) The same findings shall be made as for the establishment of a Preserve, plus a finding shall be made
that the enlargement consists of no less than 10 acres contiguous to the existing Preserve.
DIVISION III
LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACTS

Section 301. Lands Eligible for Contracts.

Only those lands designated by the County as agricultural preserves, and located within an approved or
tentatively approved agricultural preserve and devoted to agricultural uses, are eligible to be the subject of
a Land Conservation Contract between the County and the landowner.

Section 302. Request for Entry into Contract.

Any owner of land located within an approved or tentatively approved preserve may request to enter into a
Contract with the County of Riverside on forms provided by the Planning Department. A filing fee as set
forth in Section 706 of these Rules shall accompany the filing of the application. The application shall state

whether or not the land is presently devoted to an agricultural use and, if so, what that use is.
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Section 303. Form of Contract and Conditions.

The conditions of the Contract shall be similar for all preserves and shall be on forms supplied by the County
and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. However, there may be differences within the Contracts for
preserves so long as such differences are related to differences in location and characteristics of the land
and comply with these Rules and the requirements of the Williamson Act.

Section 304. Dividing Land Under Contract.

Whenever land under Contract is divided, the owner of any parcel may exercise, independent of any other
owner of a portion of the divided land, any of the rights of the owner in the original Contract, including the
right to give notice of nonrenewal and to petition for cancellation. The effect of any such action by the
owner of a parcel created by the division of land under Contract shall not be imputed to the owners of the
remaining parcels and shall have no effect on the Contract as it applies to the remaining parcels of the
divided land.

Section 305. Report to Board.

Prior to the Contract being signed by the Board, the Planning Director shall report to the Board on whether
or not the land is eligible to be the subject of a Land Conservation Contract.

Section 306. Notice of Intent to Contract.

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall give written notice to any city within the County of its intention
to consider a Contract which includes land within one mile of the exterior boundaries of that city. Such
notice shall be given at least 30 days prior to the time the Board of Supervisors intends to consider the
execution of such a Contract.

Section 307. Findings for Land Conservation Contracts.

(1) The Contract provides for the exclusion of uses other than agricultural, and those uses compatible
with agricultural uses, for the duration of the Contract.

(2) The Contract is binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, all successors in interest of the owner.

(3) The Contract is for an initial term of no less than 10 years.

(4) The Contract provides that, on the anniversary date of the Contract or such other annual date as
specified by the Contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of

nonrenewal is given as provided by Section 401 of these Rules.
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Section 308. Recording of Land Conservation Contract.

No later than 20 days after the County enters into a Contract with a landowner pursuant to these Rules, the
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall record with the County Recorder a copy of the Contract, which shall
describe the land subject thereto, together with a reference to the map showing the location of the
agricultural preserve in which the property lies. From and after the time of such recordation, such Contract
shall impart such notice thereof to all persons as is afforded by the recording laws of the State of California.
DIVISION IV
NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL

Section 401. Notice of Nonrenewal.

If either the landowner or the County desires in any year not to renew the Contract, that party shall serve
written notice of nonrenewal of the Contract upon the other party in advance of the annual renewal date of
the Contract. Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the renewal
date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the Contract shall be considered renewed
as provided in Section 306 of these Rules. Upon receipt by the owner of a notice from the County of
nonrenewal, the owner may make a written protest of the notice of nonrenewal. The County may, at any
time prior to the renewal date, withdraw the notice of nonrenewal. Unless authorized by the Board to serve
anotice of nonrenewal on a portion of the owner’s land within an individual agricultural preserve, the notice
of nonrenewal shall be for nonrenewal of the Contract for all of the owner's land within an individual
preserve.

Section 402. Notice of Nonrenewal on a Portion of an Owner’s Land within an Agricultural Preserve.

Upon request by the owner, the Board may authorize the owner to serve a notice of nonrenewal on a portion
of the land under a Contract.

Section 403. Form for Notice of Nonrenewal.

A notice of nonrenewal by the owner shall be submitted on forms provided by the Planning Department.
When the landowner is a successor in the interest to the owner who executed the Contract, the notice of
nonrenewal shall be accompanied by proof of ownership, such as a copy of the deed. The notice of
nonrenewal shall be submitted accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 706 of these Rules.
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Section 404. Term Following Notice of Nonrenewal.

If the County or the landowner serves notice of intent in any year not to renew the Contract, the existing
Contract shall remain in effect for the balance of the period remaining since the original execution or the
last renewal of the Contract, as the case may be.
DIVISION V
DISESTABLISHMENT AND DIMINISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES AND
CANCELLATION OF CONTRACTS

Section 501. Disestablishment or Diminishment of Agricultural Preserve.

Any landowner or group of landowners may initiate an application to terminate or diminish the size of a
preserve.

Section 502. Land Ineligible for Removal from Preserve.

No land for which a Land Conservation Contract has been executed shall be removed from an agricultural
preserve unless the Contract for the land is also cancelled.

Section 503. Contents of Application for Disestablishments or Diminishments.

The Planning Department shall provide forms on which applications for disestablishments or diminishments
are to be made. An application, to be complete, must contain the following information:
(1) The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number. If the applicant has a representative, the
name, address and telephone number of the representative.
(2) A statement setting forth whether the basis of the application is for the disestablishment or the
diminishment of an agricultural preserve.
(3) The name and map number of the affected agricultural preserve.
(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the affected property.
(5) The names and addresses of the owners of the land involved in this application.
(6) The acreages and assessment numbers of the land involved in the application.
(7) A statement as to whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served on the land involved in the
application and the date of the notice of nonrenewal.
/17
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(8) When the landowner is a successor in interest to the owner who executed the Contract with the
County, the application for disestablishment or diminishment shall be accompanied by proof of
ownership, such as a copy of the deed.

(9) A Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

(10) A map of the land affected by the application showing the properties belonging to the separate
ownerships.

(11) A non-refundable fee as set forth in Section 706 of these Rules for the application.

(12) An Environmental Assessment Form and any additional filing fees as may be appropriate.

Section 504. Petition for Cancellation of Contract.

The Petition for Cancellation of Contract is a petition of an owner to the Board for cancellation of any
Contract as to all or part of the subject land, which shall be filed with the application for disestablishment
or diminishment of an agricultural preserve. A petition for cancellation, to be complete, must contain the
following information:

(1) A statement requesting the Board to cancel the Land Conservation Contract, listing the preserve
name, map number, and the instrument number of the Contract and the date it was recorded and
signed by the owner or one of the owners authorized to act on behalf of all the owners of the subject
land. In the case of one owner authorized to act on behalf of all the owners, a copy of that
authorization shall be attached to the petition for cancellation.

(2) The names and addresses of all record owners of the property proposed for deletion from Land
Conservation Contracts, including the names and addresses of all persons holding a mortgage or
beneficial interest in the property.

(3) A complete legal description of the boundaries of the petitioner’s property as shown in the deed or
title insurance policy.

(4) A statement outlining the proposed alternative land use for this property.

(5) Any written evidence establishing the lack of proximate noncontracted property which is both
available and suitable for the proposed alternative land use.

(6) Required property owners’ notification information.
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(7) A petition for cancellation that does not contain the above information shall be returned by the
Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.

Section 505. Proposed Alternative Land Use.

The landowner's petition for cancellation shall be accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use
of the land. The proposal shall be accompanied by all required applications for these alternative uses and
applicable fees. Forms for these alternative uses of land shall be provided by the Planning Department.

A petition for cancellation not accompanied by applications for the proposed alternative uses of land and
applicable fees shall be returned by the Planning Director along with the application as being incomplete.

Section 506. Report of the Planning Director.

After the filing of a completed application, attached petition for cancellation, and applications for proposed
alternative uses of land, the Planning Director shall prepare a report on the application for the Board. The
report shall contain the following:
(1) The report of the CAPTAC.
(2) A statement as to whether or not the application is consistent with the General Plan.
(3) A recommended motion regarding the application to disestablish or diminish the agricultural
preserve.
(4) A legal description of the exterior boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation
Contract.
(5) A map showing the location and boundaries of the land to be removed from a Land Conservation
Contract.
The report of the Planning Director shall be submitted to the Board in conjunction with the proposed
alternative uses of land. The Board will not terminate or remove land from a preserve until it has received
the report of the Planning Director.

Section 507. Hearing and Notice for Disestablishment or Diminishment.

Following the receipt of the report from the Planning Director, the Clerk of the Board shall set the date and

time for public hearing on the application.
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Notice of the proposed disestablishment or diminishment and proposed cancellation of a Contract shall be
furnished by the Board to the affected Contract landowner(s) by certified mail directed to him/her at the
last known address to the Board.

Written notice of the proposal to disestablish or alter the boundary and date of the hearing shall be furnished
to the owner of the land by certified mail at his/her latest address. Notice shall also be published pursuant
to Section 6061 of the Government Code and shall be furnished by first-class mail to each owner of land
under Contract, any portion of which is situated within one mile of the exterior boundary of the land to be
removed from the preserve. In addition, written notice shall be given to the Local Agency Formation
Commission, to every city within the County within one mile of the exterior boundaries of the preserve, to
the Director of the Department of Conservation, to the Director of the Department of Food and Agriculture,
to the Agricultural Commissioner, the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, the University of California —
Cooperative Extension County of Riverside, and the County Assessor.

Section 508. Findings for Cancellation of a Contract.

The Board may grant tentative approval for cancellation of a Contract only if it makes one of the following
findings:

(1) That the cancellation is consistent with the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965; or

(2) That cancellation is in the public interest.
For the purposes of this section, the uneconomic character of an existing agricultural use shall not by itself
be sufficient reason for cancellation of the Contract. The uneconomic character of an existing use may be
considered only if there is no other reasonable or comparable agricultural use to which the land may be put.

Section 509. Findings for Cancellation Being Consistent with the Land Conservation Act of 1965.

For purposes of finding (1) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be consistent with
the purposes of the Land Conservation Act of 1965 only if the Board makes all of the following findings:
(1) That the cancellation is for land on which a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to Section
401 of these Rules and Government Code section 51245.
(2) That cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural use.
(3) That cancellation is for an alternative use which is consistent with the applicable provisions of the

County General Plan.
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(4) That cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

(5) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to
which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would
provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate
noncontracted land.

Section 510. Findings for Cancellation Being in the Public Interest.

For purposes of finding (2) of Section 508 of these Rules, cancellation of a Contract shall be in the public
interest only if the Board makes the following findings:
(1) That other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Land Conservation Act of
1965; and
(2) That there is no proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use to
which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or that development of the contracted land would
provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of proximate
noncontracted land.

Section 511. Certificate of Tentative Cancellation.

(1) Upon tentative approval of a petition accompanied by a proposal for a specified alternative use of
the land, the Clerk of the Board shall record in the Office of the County Recorder a certificate of
tentative cancellation, which shall set forth the name of the landowner requesting the cancellation,
the fact that a certificate of cancellation of Contract will be issued and recorded at such time as
specified conditions and contingencies are satisfied, a description of the conditions and
contingencies which must be satisfied, and a legal description of the property. Conditions to be
satisfied shall include payment in full of the amount of the fee computed under the provisions of
Sections 514 and 515 of these Rules, together with a statement that, unless the fee is paid, or a
certificate of cancellation of Contract is issued within one year from the date of the recording of the
certificate of tentative cancellation, such fee shall be recomputed as of the date of notice described
in paragraph (2) of this section. Any provisions related to the waiver of such fee or portion thereof
shall be treated in the manner provided for in the certificate of tentative cancellation. Contingencies

to be satisfied shall include a requirement that the landowner obtain all permits necessary to
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commence the project. The Board may, at the request of the landowner, amend a tentatively
approved specified alternative use if it finds that such amendment is consistent with the findings
made pursuant to Section 508 of the Rules.

(2) The landowner shall notify the Board when the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the
certificate of tentative cancellation have been satisfied. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and
upon a determination that the conditions and contingencies have been satisfied, the Board shall
execute a certificate of final cancellation of Contract and cause the same to be recorded.

(3) If the landowner has been unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies enumerated in the
certificate of tentative cancellation, the landowner shall notify the Board of the particular conditions
or contingencies the landowner is unable to satisfy. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, and
upon a determination that the landowner is unable to satisfy the conditions and contingencies listed,
the Board shall execute a certificate of withdrawal of tentative approval of a cancellation of Contract
and cause the same to recorded. However, the landowner shall not be entitled to the refund of any
cancellation fee paid.

Section 512. Findings for Diminishment or Disestablishment.

(1) The Contract has been cancelled or expired for the area requesting diminishment or disestablishment
of the preserve.

(2) The diminishment or disestablishment is in the interest of the public and the State.

(3) The diminishment or disestablishment is for an alternative use that is consistent with the General
Plan and Ordinance No. 348, including Article II.

(4) The identified alternative use is compatible with the surrounding area.

Section 513. Decision of the Board for Disestablishment.

Following the close of the public hearing, the Board shall render its decision. A decision to diminish or
terminate an agricultural preserve shall be made as follows:
(1) If none of the land is subject to an executed Land Conservation Contract, the decision shall be final
upon the adoption of a resolution by the Board.
(2) If some or all of the land is subject to an executed Contract, the tentative approval of the

disestablishment or diminishment shall be by minute order and the matter shall be referred back to
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the Planning Department for the preparation of the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation in
accordance with the provisions of Section 511 of these Rules for adoption by the Board, or for
preparation of a Certificate of Final Cancellation for adoption by the Board if all conditions of
approval have been completed by the applicant. Adoption of the Certificate of Tentative
Cancellation or the Certificate of Final Cancellation shall be by resolution.

Section 514. Cancellation Fee.

(1) Prior to any action by the Board giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the
County Assessor shall determine the current fair market value of the land as though it were free of
the contractual restriction. The Assessor shall certify to the Board the cancellation valuation of the
land for the purpose of determining the cancellation fee.

(2) Prior to giving tentative approval to the cancellation of any Contract, the Board shall determine and
certify to the County Auditor the amount of the cancellation fee which the landowner must pay the
County Treasurer as deferred taxes upon cancellation. That fee shall be an amount equal to 12 72
percent of the cancellation valuation of the property.

(3) If they find that it is in the public interest to do so, the Board may waive any such payment or any
portion thereof, or may extend the time for making such payment or a portion thereof contingent
upon the future use made of the land and its economic return to the landowner for a period of time
not to exceed the unexpired period of the Contract, had it not been canceled, provided the
requirements set forth in Government Code section 51283 are met.

Deferred taxes collected under the provisions of this section shall be transmitted by the County Treasurer
to the State Controller in accordance with the requirements of Government Code section 51283(d).

Section 515. Additional Deferred Taxes.

In addition to the fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules, the Board shall require the payment of
additional deferred taxes, determined according to the provisions of Government Code section 51283.1.
The additional deferred taxes shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as the cancellation

fee provided for in Section 514 of these Rules.
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DIVISION VI
COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Section 601. Function of the Committee.

The function of the CAPTAC is to review and prepare a report on applications involving agricultural
preserves, and to advise the Board on the administration of the agricultural preserves in the County and on
any matters relating to Contracts entered into pursuant to these Rules.

Section 602. Composition of the Committee.

The CAPTAC shall be composed of the members of the Planning Commission. The Chair of the Planning
Commission shall act as Chair of the CAPTAC. The Office of County Counsel shall provide legal advice
to the CAPTAC upon request.

Section 603. Transmittal of Documents.

Upon filing of an application involving an agricultural preserve, the Planning Director shall prepare and
transmit to each member of the CAPTAC a copy of the application and any accompanying owner petitions,
a vicinity map, and a proposed boundary map.

Section 604. Meetings.

The CAPTAC shall meet at the call of the Planning Director.

Section 605. Contents of Report.

The report of the CAPTAC shall be prepared by the Planning Director and shall contain:

(1) A statement as to whether or not the CAPTAC recommends approval of the application and the
reasons for said recommendation.

(2) Any recommendation for modification of the application.

(3) If the application submitted is to establish a preserve or to add lands to an existing preserve, the
report shall also include the CAPTAC’s factual findings as to the following:
(a) Present zoning of lands proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding land.
(b) Present land use of land proposed to be included in the preserve and surrounding properties.
(c) Whether or not the land proposed to be included in the preserve is presently employed in an

agricultural use and, if so, the agricultural commodities grown thereon.
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(d) The agricultural commodities that may be grown on the property proposed to be included in the
preserve taking into consideration the said type, water availability and other conditions that may
affect the growing of crops.

() Whether or not the existing or proposed agricultural use of the land constitutes or could
constitute a nuisance, public or private, to the surrounding lands.

(f) The current assessed valuation and the estimated reduction in assessed valuation if the real
property proposed to be included in the preserve enters into a Land Conservation Contract.

(g) A list of any cities that are within one mile of the proposed boundaries of the preserve, and any
comments expressed by such a city on the application.

(h) The existence of any historic or scenic value to the lands proposed to be included in the preserve.

(1) The acreages of each land owner included in the application and the total acreage.

(4) If the application submitted is to disestablish a preserve or to delete lands from a preserve, the report
shall also include the CAPTAC’s findings and conclusions as to the following:

(a) Whether a notice of nonrenewal has been served pursuant to the Williamson Act and Section
401 of these Rules.

(b) Whether the cancellation is likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from agricultural
use.

(c) Whether the proposed alternative use of land is consistent with the provisions of the County
General Plan.

(d) Whether the cancellation will result in discontiguous patterns of urban development.

() Whether there is proximate noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the use
to which it is proposed the contracted land be put, or, whether the development of the contracted
land would provide more contiguous patterns of urban development than development of
proximate noncontracted land.

(5) Any public comments received on the application.
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DIVISION VII
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Section 701. Filing of Map and Resolution.

Whenever an agricultural preserve is established, and so long as it shall be in effect, a map of such
agricultural preserve and the resolution under which the preserve was established shall be filed and kept
current with the County Recorder.

Section 702. Filing of Map with State Director of Food and Agriculture.

On or before the first day of September of each year, the Planning Director shall file with the State Director
of Food and Agriculture a map of the County designating thereon all agricultural preserves in existence at
the end of the preceding fiscal year.

Section 703. Rescission of Contract and Simultaneous Entry into New Contract.

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the parties may be their mutual agreement rescind a
Contract in order simultaneously to enter into a new Contract pursuant to these Rules which new Contract
would enforceably restrict the same property for an initial term at least as long as the unexpired term of the
Contact being so rescinded but not less than 10 years. Such action may be taken notwithstanding the prior
serving of a notice of nonrenewal relative to the former Contract.

Section 704. Minimum Lot Sizes Within Agricultural Preserves.

Whenever a division of land is proposed within an agricultural preserve, the total number of lots shall be
determined pursuant to the General Plan for Riverside County and any applicable zoning classification,
whichever is more restrictive. In any event, no parcel shall be created that is below the minimum size of 10
acres.

Section 705. Filing Period for Agricultural Preserves.

No application to establish, terminate, enlarge or diminish an agricultural preserve shall be received on or
after November 1 of any year until March 1 of the following year.

Section 706. Fees.

The fee for an application to create a preserve or add lands to a preserve shall be $400 plus $40 for each
Owner's Petition filed with the application. There will also be a $25 Contract fee if the application is

approved. The fee for an application to terminate or remove lands from a preserve shall be $400. The
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appropriate fee shall accompany the application and is not refundable. There shall be no fee for an
application initiated by the Board of Supervisors, provided, however, that the $40 fee for each Owner’s
Petition shall be payable with the Contract fee when the property is proposed to be placed under a Land
Conservation Contract. The fee for a Notice of Nonrenewal shall be $25.

Section 707. Effective Date.

These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all applications filed on or after March 1, 1985. All applications
filed prior to that date, and not finally acted upon by that date, shall not be finally determined until the

information required by these amended Rules and Regulations have been supplied.
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BOARD RULES

Requests to Address Board on “Agenda” Items:
You may request to be heard on a published agenda item. Requests to be heard must be
submitted to the Clerk of the Board before the scheduled meeting time.

Requests to Address Board on items that are “NOT” on the Agenda:

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these rules, member of the public shall have the right
to address the Board during the mid-morning “Oral Communications” segment of the
published agenda. Said purpose for address must pertain to issues which are under the direct
jurisdiction of the Board of Supervisors. YOUR TIME WILL BE LIMITED TO THREE (3)
MINUTES. The Board may limit the public input on any item, based on the number of people
requesting to speak and the business of the Board.

Power Point Presentations/Printed Material:

Speakers who intend to conduct a formalized Power Point presentation or provide printed
material must notify the Clerk of the Board'’s Office by 12 noon on the Monday preceding the
Tuesday Board meeting, ensuring that the Clerk's Office has sufficient copies of all printed
materials and at least one (1) copy of the Power Point CD. Copies of printed material given to
the Clerk (by Monday noon deadline) will be provided to each Supervisor. If you have the
need to use the overhead “Elmo” projector at the Board meeting, please ensure your material
is clear and with proper contrast, notn‘ymg the Clerk we[l ahead of the meetlng of your :ntent

tO Use the E[mo -,-‘ akers are prohibited fron ‘_,:“.‘: Si _,“:..4:“.‘: I posters Into the

rieatniyg 1oL,

Individual Speaker Limits:
Individual speakers are limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes. The Board may limit

the public input on any item, based on the number of people requesting to speak and the
business of the Board. Please step up to the podium when the Chair calls your name and
begin speaking immediately. Pull the microphone to your mouth so that the Board, audience,
and audio recording system hear you clearly. Once you start speaking, the “green” podium
light will light. The “yellow” light will come on when you have one (1) minute remaining. When
you have 30 seconds remaining, the “yellow” light will begin flash, indicating you must quickly
wrap up your comments. Your time is up when the “red” light flashes. The Chair adheres to a
strict three (3) minutes per speaker. Note: If you intend to give your time to a
“Group/Organized Presentation”, please state so clearly at the very bottom of the
reverse side of this form.

Group/Organized Presentations:

Group/organized presentations with more than one (1) speaker will be limited to nine (9)
minutes at the Chair's discretion. The organizer of the presentation will automatically receive
the first three (3) minutes, with the remaining six (6) minutes relinquished by other speakers,
as requested by them on a completed “Request to Speak” form, and clearly indicated at the
front bottom of the form.

Addressing the Board & Acknowledgement by Chair:

The Chair will determine what order the speakers will address the Board and will call on all
speakers in pairs. The first speaker should immediately step to the podium and begin
addressing the Board. The second speaker should take up a position in one of the chamber
aisles to quickly step up to the podium after the preceding speaker. This is to afford an
efficient and timely Board meeting, giving all attendees the opportunity to make their case.
Speakers are prohibited from making personal attacks, and/or using course, crude, profane or
vulgar language while speaking to the Board members, staff, the public and/or meeting
participants. Such behavior, at the discretion of the Board Chair may result in removal from
the Board Chambers by Sheriff Deputies.






