




DESERT DUNES
Proposal: Create a 600-acre nature preserve 

Presented by Oswit Land Trust, PO Box 4020, Palm Spring, CA 92264 www.OswitLandTrust.org 

Why Desert Dunes is the ideal location 
for the nature preserve: 

Preserve can be 
established in 
phases and 

expanded to add 
surrounding 
properties. 

Centrally located in 
Riverside County. 

Property owners are 
willing to sell. 

Biologically diverse 
with a rare intact dune 

system, mesquite 
trees, large lakes, and 

numerous birds 
and wildlife 



Potential Sensitive Species
Species of concern:
• Burrowing Owl

Sensitive Plants: 
• Coachella Valley milkvetch

Sensitive Reptiles: 
• Coachella Valley Fringe-toed Lizard
• Northern Red Diamond Rattlesnake

Sensitive Birds:
• Cooper’s Hawk
• Golden Eagle 
• Prairie Falcon 
• Burrowing Owl 
• Loggerhead Shrike
• Le Conte’s Thrasher
• Least Bell’s Vireo

Sensitive Mammals:
• Western Yellow Bat
• Palm Springs Pocket Mouse
• Palm Springs Round-tailed Ground Squirrel

Sensitive Insects:
• Coachella Giant Sand Treader Cricket

Sensitive Natural Communities:
• Mesquite Bosque



Observed Species
Vegetation & Flora
• Desert Tea
• Annual Bursage
• Burrobush
• Cheesebush
• Mule Fat
• Sweetbush   
• Desert Pincushion 
• Horseweed 
• Desert Diroria   
• Brittlebush   
• Linear-leaf Goldenbush 
• Desert Sunflower  
• Broom Snakeweed  
• Telegraph Weed  
• Alkali Goldenbush  
• White Layia   
• Desert Dandelion  
• Spanish Needle  
• Arrow weed   
• Desert Chicory  
• Wire-lettuce  
• Viguera  
• Devil’s Lettuce   
• Narrow-leaf Cryptantha 
• Bearded Cryptantha  
• Cryptantha   
• Notch-leaved Phacelia 
• Wild Heliotrope  
• Plicate Coldeni
• Spectacle Pod 
• Peppergrass
• Beavertail Cactus 
• Jumping Cholla
• Silver Cholla
• Bladderpod
• Four-wing Saltbush
• Altscale
• Bush Seepweed

• Coyote Melon
• Desert Sand Mat
• California Croton
• Stillingia
• Catclaw 
• CV Milk-vetch 
• Arizona Lupine
• Honey Mesquite
• Emory Dalea 
• White Rhatany
• Chia  



DESERT DUNES - BIRD SPECIES OBSERVED (FALL 2024) 
(on site and surrounding parcels) 

Species ID Status Date: Identified by: Date: Identified by Date: Identified by 

American Coot 

American Crow 

American Kestrel 

American Robin 

American Wigeon 

Anna's Hummingbird 

Belted Kingfisher 

Bewick’s Wren 

Black Phoebe 

Black-throated Sparrow 
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9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

9/21/2024 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Noelle Ronan 

14 

Kurt Kosek 

Noelle Ronan 

Western Meadowlark 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Brewer's Blackbird 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Bufflehead 

Cactus Wren 

Common Raven 

Cooper's Hawk 

Costa Hummingbird 

Gambel’s Quail 

Great Blue Heron 

Greater Roadrunner 

Horned Lark 

House Finch 

11 

12 

13 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 11/11/24 

11/11/24 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 
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17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 

9/17/2024, 9/21/2024 Kurt Kosek, Noelle Ronan 10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 

9/17/2024 Kurt Kosek 10/21/24 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 10/21/24 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

9/17/2024, 9/21/2024 Kurt Kosek, Noelle Ronan 

9/17/2024, 9/21/2024 Kurt Kosek, Noelle Ronan 

9/21/2024 

9/17/2024, 9/21/2024 Kurt Kosek, Noelle Ronan 

9/17/2024 Kurt Kosek 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

9/17/2024 Kurt Kosek 

9/17/2024 Kurt Kosek 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

House Sparrow 

Hummingbird sp. 

Killdeer 

Lark Sparrow 

Lesser Goldfinch 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Mourning Dove 

Northern Mockingbird 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

Phainopepla 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Ring-necked Duck 

Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Ruddy Duck 

Savannah Sparrow 

Say's Phoebe 

Turkey Vulture 

Verdin 

Vesper Sparrow 

25 

26 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 27 

28 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

IUCN NT 9/17/2024, 

9/21/2024 

9/17/2024, 

9/21/2024 9/21/2024 

9/17/2024 

M. Fisher, Noelle Ronan 

Kurt Kosek, Noelle Ronan 

Noelle Ronan Kurt Kosek 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 

11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

38 

39 9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 40 

41 

42 

10/21/24 11/11/24 

11/11/24 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

9/17/2024 

9/17/2024, 

9/21/2024 

9/17/2024, 

9/21/2024 9/21/2024 

Kurt Kosek Kurt Kosek, 

Noelle Ronan Kurt Kosek, 

Noelle Ronan Noelle 

Ronan 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek 11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 
51 

10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 11/11/24 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

11/11/24 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

9/17/2024 Kurt Kosek 

9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 
9/21/2024 Noelle Ronan 

10/21/24 

10/21/24 

Kurt Kosek 

Kurt Kosek White-crowned Sparrow 

White-faced Ibis 

Wilson's warbler 
Yellow-rumped warbler 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 

10/21/24 Kurt Kosek 11/11/24 Kurt Kosek, Tom Crusse, Scott Bedrick, Rob Tanner, Christian Cooper 








